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"uouthurn Lummund nnd hud been repeated several*time -

Dbased on repentud aJleur messages from the bouthern | ’

" ships or one ship shelling Kl-Arish (Lx. "L and "K"

— - [N o {

Having heard the LUthMOHLOS uforesuld and

SO
. _p ': .
after hav;ng studied the bumOvund the uddltlonul ex~

hibits,und documents on which the said ofilcerb babed«~

their stylements, the following fucts wero proygg;t'
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f On the morninp of June 8, 1967, at 0550 u.m.i_

thc Operatlun buutlou/Nuvul Forces hud a report coming'

%5

Lrom u NORD.ucroplunu that u ship beauring the: 1deut1flcu-

y Vo S Sl O LAY
g TaT TR Pk

-

|
tion murkb "R.T. R.—)" wvus heading in the dlrectiou of Gazu., N1

.

> “;:

Alter Jdcntlfying tho;ship on Junes' (The Fleel's manual -

Lxhibit I) dnd’buscd on detailed invustigutioﬁ by the

st

= =

pilot - theuidcutifiéution of Llhe ship was determihodl
to be thg Uss. Nuvy ;ﬁip "Liberty" (formerly - supply
ship} of un 18 knot spuud. (Testimonices of Comm. A. und
Licut."Comm. r.). Aucoxdxng to the Lcstlmouy of the
Chicef of Operutiung Dupt / Naval lorces - this 1nformu~?
tion wus not brougﬁt o his attontion whon he,fut a
later stuge, * uutercd the picture™, At 11.24 Belle o
messupge wus roceived from the Command Post (Exhibits

"U" und"hP) and by the Air Froce (testimonies of Lieut. ..

.

Col. Shmwucl, Comm. S, und Bxh. "K") that El-Arish wus

under bombuarduenl from Lhe sou. This message was trans-

mitted on the basis ol a message received from the

Command , ‘Suid messuges ulbo contuined reports on two

und testimonies of Coum, A, Comm. S, Capt. Ruhav and

Liout, Comm, P.), g . /3. o

TR i .
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These messuges when reported to Cupt

Comm. A. were rcce1Vcd by hxm w;Lh rosvvvutlon und hu in4ﬂ
N i

sisted thut tlhicy .bo re—uxumined. Capl. Rahav ulso dlscuss

the mntter parsonully w1Lh Litut. Comm. P, who served us a

i a PPN

sonior ruprcaenbutlvc ofithe Naval Force to the Alr Porce“F'

und passed ou thc_messuga Lo Comm. A, Together with his
- s

>

demand that thq,informution regurding the shelling be veri

‘-
e

Ficed, Capt. uuhuv'iustrucbud Comm. A. at 12.05 p;m. to

order Lhree torpedo bouts Lhen stutioned ut Abhdod and
ready to 'sx;i.;., 'l;d Ahuml. in the direetion of Ll-—z\r ‘hh 1n:'
order to investigate thcgﬁninrmution received (Exh. npn
and tcxtimony ol Capt. huhuv). Lieut.»Comm.‘P «ré-inves-
L1putud Lhu informulion r;ﬁurdlnp the shelllng w1th the

O

Navul Forces Command P dbhund wvas informed ugdin that
the Southern Commund reports that El-Arish is,ﬁ;dér boin-
bardment frowm ihe seu unq‘thuttwo ships cun be sééu at a
distance. This mossage was pussed on by him throggh'Comm.

Ao 4t 13.17 pe.m. Comn, S; (representative of thelNavul
Force at the Commund fost)”advisod Comm. A. that L1~Arlbh
had been under bomburdmunt for the last four hourb.
Following this message, Cémm. A. ordered Comm, An{ -
Division Commandqr/Torpcdg.Uouts - to examine theéure;
al approximately 20 milgsEnorth of Kl-Arish. |

At 13.41 p.m, Lhe forpedo bout's rudar plcked
up a target at o distanco of upproximutely 20 miles,
north/west ofi kil-Arish und approximately 14 miles north
ol DnrbYﬂk’(lxh.,"U" and Lebtlmony of Comm. Alt), Immedi-

»ute message to thut elinct was pubscd on to bomm. "A. and.

by him to Cupt uuhuv, togethcr with o message thut

ra -~ B .‘;.'...
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uéropluneb were reudy for luke=off. AL ihis poxnt Cupt.

l

itahav eutored thc Centlul Lont:ol of tho Navul borccs

und saw u picture oun which the three torpedo boats werc
1

murked us well us o red target which is ihe slgn f r?uu‘J

- R

unid‘un'til‘iud” turgoet. Al 1'3 47 Lt was roported irom the

Torpuda Bonlbu Lﬁut thu updud of the unldunblflud turgobu |

wus 30 knotis und tholr courbu 260 (lixhe "D wnd tou&i-
l i

monios of bupt. Ruhuv, Comm.'A. and Lieut. Senior G;ude'

Avruhum) . Th;w 1eport wis - pi decisive importunce,_sinqgfufuff
L speed exquudlng 20 hnots 13 o speed identifying a shlp

as o wurbhlp. ‘Thc Torpudo bouts had slmultaneously re-

Por ted that due t,o Lhi apcod 01 ‘the Lul Vﬁ‘b thoy were un-_,_.”.f., ...,“'

" able to catch up wlth it und therefore requested the
desputch of uoroplaneb (Lxh "D"). Due to the. 1mportanco

uttuchcd to Lhu deto;mxnutxon of the speéd, orders.were'

given that, the bpeed be a-oxamxned and at 13 50 p ..

el

the Torpedo boufs reported thut bhe ‘target Speed was 28
knots, which spoed is 1dent1cu1 wlth the Torpedo bouts
speed  und ropeuted thelr requost for the daapatch of

i
uuroplunoa. ln uccordunco with the Air Forco'testimonios

(Licut. Col. bhmucl Llcut. Col. R. und Lieut. Col. Barkat) *
the first order g1Vou tu the aeroplanes was only to locate
the ship und try Lo 1dent1fy it or await its 1dent1f1cutlon
by ihe NuVul Forco. .‘In accordance with the report of
bleut. Comme P. the.A;r Porce was pémlthed to attack

the ship should it be 1dent1fxcd as a warship. (seo tes-

tlmonxcs of Lxeut. Col. It. ‘and Lieut. Commn. P, )

Lleut._Lol. bhmuol tubtxflcs that the'ﬁir Yorce
was ordored t0futtuck the ship after it had been identi-

fied us a warship by the Navul Force., IFrom the evidence




t1L uppeurs from “Lhe rocordod tupe of ‘the conversatlion oféthe

‘5~

'Sth}tted by thOINaVulvForco, this poiut lachs clurlty uud

‘it seems that lhe order glvon wus Lo uLLuck the ship aitu

L

its identification uy " warbhlp und it is not cleup whother j;

i -
|
N

the intention wa thub Lho ub,olubc 1dcnt111cuLJon us &° wur-‘“
shlp wus Lo be mude by an uddltlonul identificution by the

pllota, or that the Ldentlllcutlon 45 warship by the Nuvul

LN

Lorco bused on tho bhlp' quod'wus"to suflice. At any rate,,
“ | i ‘

5
‘pilots who uttacked 'the shxp (Lxh. "D"), who were in radjo-

contuct with tho rorpudo bouts, thut the ship was identified

by e aeroplanes us o militur th with a single mubt (gun”)

amnd w single funnel, In tho rcport of the pilots after the

operution (1x, "yv) it is e\p‘v-sly tutedthut "The ul&c

af the target uppuulud bo them Lo yoe duatroycr Or Somu~
-r

thing smulleyp und that Lthey rccoived coulirmution to atluck
thu ships Lrom fhe 1 orpedo houba und the Air Lonbrol" It

l

uppears Lrom lixhibit "L“ thuL Lhe'cunilrmutlon by the Tor
pedo boats to. the uttuck by the u;roplanes was given uftei
the pilots had been asled once more to identify the target
und hud been told that the turgob Wus ubcaping, probably Ln
the dxrvcbmon of Port Said, ung thut it wus a mllltury Shlp
without the piloﬁs having been able to spot any 1dent111cut10n
marks or klug. At any rate, it is not certain whether this
* versation took place before or during the actuul uttuck;
With referonce to the uctuul attack of the ship ’
by the ieroplanes, 1t uppcurs rrom thu testimony of Lleub.

+ff
Col. sShuwuel, who erVcd us ueu¢u” ?ontruller in the Air

Force, that at the requcbt 01 the Nuvul Forces, he orderedé

*

& coupld of erupos Lhen in the air patrolllng the Sinai

peninsula, 1o locute the ship and if necessary, attaclk it,
\ .



© llaving received Lho coufirmutlon, {1he Miruges uttuck

E.NuVul und Air borcus, ulouaod busplclou us to the 1dent1f1—
N e

- () -

'

l .

1

_h, —

L

the target with bombs und ;truflng runs. Huvxng run

~

out of ummunxtluu, the Air ConLrollcr dxrccted to the,

i
4 1

=
R
|
|

turget 4 SMBD weroplanes, whlch attacked it with Nuplum.

During lhe uttuck or 1mmud1utu y thercafter, the pxlotb
W l
reported huving bcen on the ship's aide the murkb wp_3Qn

and thercafter C. P.R.—S" (hxh "D" und Lubtlmony of Lleut.

Com. Shmuel). Th19 report whlch had been recelvcd by the

cution ol the bhlp hut Cu,pt.‘ltuhav suy» tlmt l1e bupposcd

“..,,y.‘ '
- H e i &

the marks on the bhly ub rcportod by Lhe pxlots wefe"'"’

'.. B '*'

cnmourrlugc murhs Ln ordvr Lu enuble thu ship to enter the
N
arcie. AL any . rutu whuLhor"lb wu s Lhe bﬂ&plClon wlth re-
S il :

prard Lo Lhc xduntlfxcutxou of the Shlp us clulmed by the
o

ey e e IR L s i
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ALy Povcee pcraonucl, or, tho w1sh of thc Nuvul borce to

. . ,
o

start ils uLLuck lmmod1ntcly ufter “the Jtruilng run;,
: : I

s appears lrom thLblto "B" und "D" and the testlmonle

ol Comm. A, und Lupt.,huh¢% - ut 14 06 p.me the ordcrs

1 I

wvere issued to the pxluts to Louve the scene and to, the

Torpedo boatls Lu Tun. ul Lm"the tu.rpet und be reudy to

ut bclk,

ALLer belnp hit by Lhe Alr borcc ithe bhlp con-

tinued suilinu, LOVO((d wxbh bluoh uMOkb, nu uc"tcrl"

direction, i
l

AL ll.l7 p.m. Uperatlon Section/Nuvul Forces
andvised the Torpedo Howtnfnnt Lo atluch the tu1get,
due to the mcbgugu 1cce¢ved {from the Air lorce that
the C.P. h.-5"fmark1np hud'beon dlscovercd on the bhlp s
sides and thut Lhere mxght huve bcen u wrong identifica- -
tion (Exh.-"u"j. Cowmm . A R. claimws in his testimony
Luub snld muasure wus notl’ dellvcred to him - for unknown /

L]
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“reations, ut the Commund Bridge. At this stage the Torpodo

Boals proceeded in the direction ul‘thc ship und reporbcd
that o naked eye identllxcut;on of murks was 1mp0551ble
.

due 1o the-distances und hquvy smolce which cnvulopod the.

ship ns o rcsult,uf the Hcyiul uttuck. S"'~~
M, 14 ’6, the Torpedo houts identit w(l th\;) shi.pl i
to be o wqrshlp (puinted ;n u grey LOlOUl) of the gupply
'ship type urvﬁimilur'thuréto and not au destroyer (see ltes—
Limunfcs'of Cbmm, Ault. und Lieub. Sen. Gr. Avruhums. As &
. \\roJuLt Lhercoi, Canu. A.u. ordered his d1v1§~ion tu cuncel?
the attack (sec sume tUuLINOHJU s) whercupon 1mmcdlute
uttﬂmpﬂs were made Lo identify the ship Lhrough llubh
51pnaJJan tu it ol the Qgrds wyhot ship?® 1n reply lhe
Liberty s1pnallod “A.n.""hcduing a demnand Lhut lhe Torpedo:
bonts identity themaulvos first.bue Lo the heuvy suoke
sufrouudiﬁg the sﬂip, there 18 no absolute certuinty
that the'ﬁibcrty received the floash signalling of ithe
Tdrpedo bouls, ' &

At 14, 35 the Torpvdo boulreported sceingjgun
flashes frum the shipts dxructxou (1xh. "B") Cémm. AR.
testilies thab ihe ship was enlirely enveloped 1n black
smoke  and thub only the nose of it could be seun clearly

Cand at the gdgc of the ﬁnsuaﬁumcthxuh thLh aecmed 1o
him to bu'algun¥pOhiLion. AL Lhat time Coma. ﬂ. and Ll#ﬁt.
Cotum. P. ulreudy Loared: thut the ship might be noanc other
than | Lhc'L:bvrty“ whlch)hud bew spotied carlier in the
morning. nL the sume ﬂimu, howaver, the Torpedo bouts
made an abbempl to dctérmiuu the identitication of the

ship in accordunct with the silhouetle thercol, refcerring:

to the Tdentificubion of Lhe Enemy S$bips handboolk (Lx"I").

While Comm. M. identilied the ship as the pyyplian supply

/Be.



ship "1 huuxr", he rucuivcd un’ identicul mossuué Lrom

Lt. Sen. Gr. Avruhum 1o thu uftect that he ulso in-

dependently 1d0nb1110d LhL 'ship as the "Ll hus;r"

Being convnnucd that Lhutlduntlflcutxou was corrcct

P

he reported of ‘sume Lo Operution Section/Naval Fofces

and at Lthe sume time rcportod that he was going tb
sturt u torpedo attauck. Cupt., Huhav who hadrecolved

the report, exumlned himself the 1dentxf1catlon 1n the

-

"ldentlflcubxon uf Lnemy Ships" handboolk and the ;den-

tification sdemed Lo him reasonable, -
At 14.40 ihe Torpedo bouts launched a gun uand

torpedo utthqk uttlouO/BUOU range. The Torpedo b;uts

Lived Tour Lurpodovu, unc oll which uppeurcd to huave
v
hit Lthe turget, When Lhc;Torpcdo boats werd ready for

further firing, on¢ of Lhe men noticed a smull flug at

the top ul “the Jllp'» mast, which did not seem tofbu an

Lgyptian flub 'Comm.'AR immodiately ordored firing to
.lv

N be utopped und reporLudtQ the Operutlon Section/Naval

. .

~
“orces, thnt Lhn ship muy . not be uwn kgypliun ship

(Lx. "5" and "D") Thereafler Operation bection/Nuvul

Forces ordered the Torpedo Boul to patrol the surround-
l _ .

ing arca ¢n9gt;y.tulfiudlyurvivors. At Lhe same time
warning wus'givuq:to Ashdéd Port to prepure two tugs
and thércnfter lwe helicoplers were senl to the‘u%ea
of the ship.. Tﬁé‘hnliCdpﬁcrs as well us the Torpédo
boats iJc#}@{jud the shiﬂ}us the "Liberty". No sur-

. ;
vivors could be Lound in Lhe water in Lhe area surrounde—

ing the ship.

\ o ; /9..
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As of its discovbry'ut 13,45 and during the  entire
chase and. firing, tho leorty in its efforts.to.éet:uwuy
in a westerly dirgct;un, made no atlewpt to glve1specxul
signs ol bvlnb an Amcrlcun ship. Qf%f

Ab 16 40 Comu. | uR. ¢pprouchud with a’ Torpedo

-

i L.

boal nean to’ the beorby, and usked in u loud spouher

il it roqulrcd any help. PTho answer was negutlve.

Y preseen

A Ley houxb.u;tur-thu 1uc;dent, Commundor Castle,

U.5. Naval Attuche, reQuB;ted to go un baurd tnc'uxuczby.
il
An Air Torce: hellcoptoq llcw hxm und Major va Dugan of

'
)
)

Lthe Commercial’ Atbahhc Hoctxon to. the bhlp and vhen they
reuched ‘the vicinily og the ship they blgnalled thelr in-

tentxon to lund on dcck. Th;'biburty in tgrn151gnulled
Lhem o louvo the arcul Cummander Caustle dropped u'
1VtLﬂl wrltbeu 1n hln hundwr1blng and s;gned by hxm

on to YPeAL¥bﬁF#Y'5 degk,'und immediately thercultur
ihe hclicoptéfiicft tﬁe arci.

LM

CONCLASTONS

The only clour conclusion arising from the

fucts dcturm;nod us uf resuid (after having compunred

. ' . .' W e a .
the various tcstmmonles and unit journals of the relevant -

,'

i

units) is thut the attuck on the ship by the Isropeli |

Duieuve borceb wus mudc nclthcr meliciously nor in

grubs ncgllgenco, but as the result of bond fide
mxatukeﬂ To bo more apcclflc, it can be sald thut

the uttuck took pl¢co us the Leuult of u chuln “of

ithrec mlbtuhcs, Luch oI whlgh, s “such, secms to me,

ndcr the cxroumsbunoes,'to Le a bonu fide and reu ason—

able uu.rsl:u.lu:, namely =
[

5
.
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The 1irst and most decisive mistuke was in tlhe

i
1

: ) ; -
errongous messuye received frowm. the Southern Command
. . .A‘: ’ '
that Ll-Arish . was being bhomburded frowm the sea. This

repeated message (the reason for which was not clari-
: »

! . Fa ™

fied) wus“pusscd'ontby"the Command Yost Lo the Naval
and Air Forces uwnd Wus no doubt both the buckground
und'thejmuin fucto:;in the chain of events which

ol . e : i

ended in the uttuckfun the "Liberly". As of the moment
that Cdpt.'uuhuv and Comm. A. were convinced ihat

El=Arish was being bombarded from the sea (and they
verified that fact timé:and aguin with Lieut. Comm. V.,

.
.

who sierved as representutive of the Naval Forces to

the Air force and with Comm. H. vho served us repre-
: i : P

scntuLiVu of the wWaval Force al the Commnnd. Post)
I ¥

i ' i

thero was no wvay odl from the assumption that said

bomburdment was connected with the unidentified ship
" o . !

I

or ships discovercq ut that bLime near the Bl-Arish

ot o P U g P STy e e e I
s e sl e TR . 3 PREX S Y -
AT Sl WS i T T e R

const. This ussumption, reasonuble in itself under

s S
z-&:ﬁ; = LTk
WM

{the circumstunces, caused even those officers who
it

had knoﬁlcdgc of the presence of the "Liberty" in

(CRE
T e

the early hours of the morning, to disregurd any

S er ok BT
s e

possibility of connecction between the "Liberty" and

R

P,

the unidentified ship(s) purported to be shelling SR 7
. . + ' ' "L#u
Ll-Arish. o

The Navil Forces can bear no responsibility
for the basic error in the message on the bombardment

and Lhis fact is ol major importance, since the

‘

ruspdnsibility for uttacking turgctS at sea, wthher | : ; i
i W, : 4
carrvied out by.Lhe Nauval lorces or by the air lLorce : 'ﬂ
“ul Lhe request of the KNavul Forces - lies solely F
L i

with'fhg Huval Forces. | ‘ - L %
: > . /llo L f.
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The sccond mistlake, which folluwed in the wuko of

the first, determin@l -the "fate of the bhlpuund lcd

1o

Lhe ordor lecn tu the Air Force +to dcsputch

thv uuropluneh, und poasxbly ulso to the order.td

atlack the thp —_wan Lhu error in determining: the

spcud of.the Lurgc atl 3V kuoLa.

Thlb eror ‘had @ double dmpliculion:-

u)

1

lhc'g)ocd of Lhu Liberty" wis dctermlued in
ithe mornlng OL “the same day, basced on ils

1dunt111cutlon in the lect Munnuul (Lx. 1),

ul 1B'knots.» Pheruforc had there been: any

‘%ﬂip"ﬁﬂy b th% niberbly" — such doubt:would

doubt in unybody's mind that the unidentified

'h@vo'hcuu anlluly xcbuLLud by the determina-

o

tiuu 0[ e ,pvud of the target ut 28- 30 kuoLq.

'uihibit net, whluh iy Lho Lelegram 01 Lhe Naval

" Marce cuuhuiulng wgent instructions prior Lo

'
§ ¢ -
ot .

the oulbreak of wur, provides in-eladse 1377
thut the force.should ut all cost avoid wttucks
o any neublral merchani ships or warships. The

queslion therelore arises - how was lhe ship
o ‘

identificd us an enemy warship that can be ablacled?

Sub-cluusc_Y(b) of the Stunding urders/iuval Forces

(xh. "A") provides:s
i

Wan enewy vessel should be atlacked in any waters

yroViddd such vesscel attucks an Israeli vessel
or shells a ‘const of lsrucl®.

l",.: ‘ . L
Clause LU of Order No. 50.003 of Flotillu 1

(kxh. ") providess

i

/12,.
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‘Myhen there is knowledge of an enemy in the ‘area
J t . ", :

and the radur-picks up a ship or ships iravelling

rer

at u speed oxceeding 20 knots, such ship(s) shal l

be' deemed an coemy and no further identificuliom
o N .

-

shall be carried out", . = R

Phis order has no double meaning wnd the deter-
mination 01:- the s.)j\ip's speed is o final and ab-
solute fuctox thq?cundor il Lthere is knowledge
of an eﬁémy infth& urda. Accurd@ngly.— onée the
speud of“ihc turéﬁt was detlermined to be é8/30
knols = the Naval Fforces were entitled, ih view

of the repeuled messages oa shelling fromfﬁhe

) o
seuﬁ;to attacle the turget without uny further

¢ identification,

¥ o

Thoe only question remaiuing at lhis point is:

Wus there no proys negligence in determining
". : B . :
the phip's speed al 28/30 knots when in tact
o . 4 .
it . : H

it could not travel ul o speed exceeding 18 knots?

Tn as wuch as this question upplies to the Chief

of 0p¢ruLiun§ quurtmeut/NaVul Porces and to tlhe
Oﬁcrutiods ﬁcétion/Nuvul IForces, there could not:

have been any negligence in accopling the speed

“debermination (wfter the same had been determined
by. the Tqrpcdo:bduts Division) since they did not

hurery Lo aceepb it, but were uirly cautious and

'dumqndcd Lrom the szyda boul division that the
speéd be re~cxwained and dc%armincd aguin.
Only ufter the ébced hud been rve—-exumineml did they
uécépt the dcﬂcﬁhinution of the speed as reliable
undﬂhhe nobice tﬁ Lhe aneroplanes was ygiven.

+

; : ? /13..




In the circumstiupces ther

that ULbhe ~.hlp WS »ucapxnl Lo Fort “Baid und the Torpedo-

Boubs were, us cho:tcd, un‘blc to reuch 1t, iliseens

Yo me thut Lherc WiLs nq r

inves LLyutpuus und Lhut tht re-oxumxnubuon mude at the

“demand ul thof of Upurut
y

und dLbcrotlon.

\ . . . ."

¢) With reference to thc-question it the ‘Torpedo Boals

‘Pivision i ’tsclf wiLS nugligcut in determining the

SPOJH'BY Lhc tuxyob - thc

requires. Luchn;cul nxperb

_ovidencv before we on tha
i

uhlumo, Lommnndur of thu

tthLlon‘LhdL in i Tfrpcdo Boutl there cun be ygrent

L v

inscturucies in detrrmlnutxon of the speed of o

vessel stravelling in fron

especinlly so il the mensurcments arc made at short

interval$}uud 1thut there

. ", o

. .ol .

in verifying the distance

vessel in front of the To

twice or mworve. 11 theref

there is ruom 1o anQJtLg

of &La: th éa un enouy S
; . i l .

of Ltq ‘speed iy w proper

much as it uppllhh Lo thc

long us thu provxaxou in:

re qponslblllhy for uny negllgcnco should be wtilri-

huted to the 'l,m’pcdn Loul division in respect of ihe

dctcrminution of ‘the swidd

circumstunces.

u{orc, when there was a - -feoar

‘.

oom lor additiuvnal deluys and

itous bepartment, shows cuution

auswer Lo this question
ovxdexce. “he only expert
b po:nt is of Comm. Lrel

Isrueli Naval borceb,'whu

1 of the Torpodo Bout,

definitely can be an-error
even if the speed of the
rpudn Boat is being measured ¥
ore appeurs that even if

ngtgkyLhu/idzk%?12£utxon

hip through o determlnutlon
@nd efficicent :ystem in os

gquestion before ub, und so

Exhiibit "E" is in force, no

speed in the aforesaid

i




3)n

HY:) thllﬂ mlstukv whlch led o the

uttuck on the "Libe

ihe

second stage of the

riy" o thlb tlmo with torpedoea of "iﬁifﬂ

tor

lorpedu Uoutu Divigion - was a mlstuke

in its jden-
tl!;cut:on as- the Lyyptlun Supply ship "El'Kusir”; More.
I am unuble to avoiq doubL whe

ther {he 1dcut1f1cnt10n

in accordunce. WLLh Lho "lduutlilCdLJOH of bneMy'Ships"

bookletl wuu noL mudo ylth

some undye hustc, since jt

was mudo uLtur grave doubta hud already uribon in

respect: 01 the xduntxflcublon of the ship us un Lygyptian

dhlp. Commr.AR. testifioy. that Lhe

messuye convcyod

thut’thufneropl&uu, mlyht tho boeen m;atuhen in

their iduntilxcutluu did uot reach the Commund Bridge

s Sy
- i

whore he wus stutluncd

veuled by h]mqoll

ut that Lime - yet the fuct re-

e

e ]
oA

Lhu

u murchunt ship,

that ship was not 4 destroyer

bui u bupply or wus :ulllcleut in

caas -y x

1tself’to merit uddltlonul ¢wution ip its ide

N T, Pl . : . ol e e " - - cen . ) '-_ .
e e . o “pR A B | 3 e sl ® - - T
= en - A I v b3 ISR o L LR G iy i

ntificutiou.

This ! dlscovory" should 'have pul under questiop mark

‘when nislke

utl beliave

\\x

R
.

.identifyiug under L)

o
R

IR AR e

ull the previous ussumptions gnd evaluutions, includ~-

ing the previous‘identificqtiun of the ship, as per

its speed, us wel) gy the bssumpltion that this ship

vas the one which puxportedly shelled i1 Arish,

Agninst these dOUbLa, I fo >l obliged 1o mention the

mitiguting circumstancey und Lho diflicultjey in

¥ollowing conditions;-

The entipe ship way enveloped in thjicl swolke, and

d 1o iduntiry itselyr, it fuiled to do so.

ﬁuspiciously.. rurthurmoxc Comm, AR.
{!

bulicVud,thnbihu'cleurly S&W u gun positiog on the

ship's nose wng Lhat Lhe bhlp was tiring in hig

dircetion (Lhege fucts wepe fecorded on e Torpedo

Boub's Dinry xp. ey,
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Adding Lo the uf&roéuid ithe decisive factor ithul uuder

he speeinl circumthncus wvhen the ship was totally covered
~. .

in swoke il scvemed to have nbrungc]y reSUmblod tho Lgypt;an

.

-

TP

supply ship "il Kgsirﬂ (Exhibits_"l" und "J") and thut Lwo
persons (Comm. Au und " Licut, Sen. G:. Avrahuwin) huve ih—
depcndvut]y und uL Lwo dlljvv;nb pluces uxmulbuneoual;
identified it as Lhe "Ll Auaxr" and that a third perbon
(Can. Ruhay) who has himsalf qumined the gdentlflcatlon
wl ler rcchiving u'rcport‘bf‘;ume nnd considerﬁdg it t9 bé
u"ruusonubi; Edcutificutiun - Porcos me to reach st least

P . " ' .
{he nepntive conclusion Lhwl pross or sertous negligenco

certuinly did not exist in tu?s case.

RN
’

Finally -.1 wi:-;hztu ucld_. thut ‘wnother grave error = no
S -""_

less decisive thun the three mistakes referred to ubove -
vies made b&'thb ship "hiburt&" itsell. In this respect

. ,
1 have bclorc'mc Lh Luntlmuny al Cumm; Efal wnd the
opinion wand testimony ol Uumu;. Shur Alexuudex, :;itui"f.
Judyge Advocuto 01 the Nuva] buxcua, which uupplomunb
cuch olher und.flom WhLLh lL clcurly appeurs that the
American ship ucted.curulcssly and placed herself in
fur recuching peril by upprou?hing so near Lo the coast
of un urcu known to her Lo b; a wur areu — without
giving notice ol her preseace to the'Isrueli uuthori;
ties and without bLalcing cur& to identily herself with
conspicuous markings, whilu‘ut the sume time the said
areu wus not aaviguwbion ufeu crossed by maritime

Jo Mof‘

roubes and.in which shi,»ytnguxlly suil,
O the cuntru?‘y, it secas tl.;.ub,l,he ship wude every
¢flort to conccul her ideatity, both by flyihg o

smisl L Ilub which was unldentlllublc v duinsbasow

/16..
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from u distunce wnd by retreating when she roalised that

she Qus ;pottcd by our fgrccs us well us by fui{}ug Lorth=-
with and of beyp 0V0h¢00?d to identlify hér;elfithgugh.
Llash siﬁnu}liug and by continuing in such default ufter:
having bécu.ggkud by;the Torpudu'noutaiuivision Lo identify

hersels. = : - ' .

- - . In view of fhe foregoing, I huve no 'doubt that
the Liberty did try Lo conceul her identity and presence
in the arcs both before she was spottied by the Torpedo

boats und oven after she vas attacked by the Air lorce

and thejlNaval Force-and thus greatly and decisively con-—

o n . ps . \ - . ¢
tributed Lo her identilication as an enemy ship and deter- Py
s ! . o
mined her own fatoe. : : - ’ fﬁ.i'
+° o . . : - . : "
e ... ‘ e Tt I : : o . I
REECORLISNDATTONS 2 : o g : o

Ao becluration of bDangerous Zones:
1. Upon the vubbrenk of war areas neur to u coast in
which hostilities take pluce should be declared G .

"Dungerous Zones" in which sailing of neutrul

vessels should be prohibited, In such’ zones
passage wvuys for neutral vessels should bo
pre-determined, !
. BRI v ; i
2. bvery neutrval ship approaching pussagewuys os _ -
; . -oh . X Py
alorosuid should be under obligation to give AN

Cnotice of ibs'prcscncc within o distunce limit
ol atl least »U miles ol the dangerous urea,
3. bvery shiap uppfouchiug th puséuguwuys aforosauid
shoeuld be undgr obligation Lo beur cunspicuous

Cwarkings on both sides and on her deck,
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B Tnstruelious Lo the Lsvaeli bélence Forces. T4 is
| lmruh‘y;1'ucrmnr.r:ml|,u‘.l Lhat - |
1) Additional time be alloeuted io train the pilot Low
Lo identily cnemy ships, ' te e
- 2) .‘.i'l.:tgl(!iﬂ;( procedures by promulgated. whereby when
un'y lsracli force discm.rcr:i .nuutrul slxi;ps near
the cousls in Mx.iclx hostilitics are tuling place -
notice of same be l‘orblm:i.th. fiven to all the
relevant foactors wilhin the Isruel ‘Delvence Yorcos.
3) More reliable Vuys and systems Lor determining tlw‘
«  speud of an unidentified vessel be worked out in
asdociuwbion with Lhe aaval Porces,
4) Reliable sysbems be worked out for examining
messayges of bombardmwents of the lsracli coustl
line or of uwny olhicr const in which Llsracli

Torces are stationed,

KAl RWON - Colonel.
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