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Mr. Joseph L. Meadors 
c/o Art'lmco 
P. O. Box 1168 
Dhahran, SAUDI ARABIA 

April 17, 1985 

Thank your for sending me a copy of your letter to 

Captain Paul F. Carroll regarding the attack on the 

U.S.S. LIBERTY. 

Be assured it is a pleasure for me to contact the 

Department of the Navy in an effort to assist you. I will 

advise you as soon as a reply to m~' inquiry is received. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~ Yf",- j~AJJ1.hyvtJ n-eL, 
Strom Thurmond 

ST/j 
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Joseph L. Meadors 
USS Li~erty veterans Association 
P.O. Bo)( 789 
Woodinville, WA 98072 

Dear Mr. Meadors: 

20 DEC 1985 

This is a follow up to our letter to you of 2 December 1985 
concerning your Freedom of Information Act (FOIAl re~uest on 8 
items related to the attack on the USS Liberty, our F85-0873. 

We have been apprised by one of our components that your 
requests would require 7 off-line computer searches @ $21 per 
search and an estimated 40 hours of professional employee search 
time @ $14 per hour for a total of $749 for us to process your 
request. Upon receipt of your commitment to pay all fee~ as well 
as a deposit of one-half this amount, or $375., we will begin the 
processing of your request. Ch~cks or money orders should L~ made 
payable to the Treasurer of the United States, and returned to this 
office. 

AS we stated to you in our earlier letter, we cannot grant you 
Q fee waiver as this agency has already processed this same request 
on several previous occasions, and we belie~e all documents germane 
to the subject of the attack on the USS Liberty have ~lready been 
properly processed under the FOIA. 

erely, 

Infor 
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Mr. Joseph L. Meadors 
President 

l'nitt,t1 Stutl'S U"llIJrtlllt'nt of StUll' 

DecemlltH .l4, l~ti~ 

U.S.S. Lillerty Veterans Association 
P.O. Box 7B':I 
Woodinville, Washington 9tl072 

Dear Mr. Meadors: 

With respect to your questilln regarding whether the U.S. 
Navy Court of Inquiry consider,=1.1 the issue of Israeli intent 
in attacking the Libet~~, I WOJld note that the Court 
specifically indicated that there was "insufficient 
information before it tr make a judgement on the reasons for 
the decision by Isrdeli aircraft and motor torpedo Doats to 
attack.- It was to thlS finding that I referred in my 
correspondenc~. for additonal information on tIle Court of 
Inquiry or any other aspects of the Liberty case I suggest 
you contact the Department e)f tn~ Uavy, uffice of tOb JudY2 
Advocate General. 

Sincerely, 

Phi1~f=~f.. J<. 
Director 
Office of Israel and 
Arab-Israeli Affairs 
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G WII.LIAM WHnEHURST 

CaM:1 iilta: 

ARMED SEIIVICII 

• ..,.cOttlitfnUI 

MAII'NU. 
IlMiIlG ...... '" "'~. 

IIOUTAltY ItIITAUATION. AND 
'AcounlS 

IIC)IIALI. W!LfAill. AIID IIICIIlATlON 'ANll 

STANDARD' O. OFFICIAL CONDUCT 

US DELEGATE TO 
NOIITH ATLANTIC ASSEMBLY 

(onfP"tJ. of tbe Itnfteb .tate. 
lIoufe of .epre.entattbt' 
.a.btn~on, ., 20& 15 

December 17, 1985 

Mr. Joseph L. Meadors 
President 
c/o Aramco 

. '-p~ --0. Box 111)8 __ 'n_.n._ 

Dhahran, Sa~di Arabia 

Dear Mr. Meadors: 

_...-.v'0II OHC'I 
U .. "",_ •• ..
W"_'" DC Jott. 

tJO~1 n .... zt • 
cue.lmvtlrll II~ Of'1C11 

••• FlOf'" ... _ 
,... ...... VA n. '0 

1104111'-1.1' 

"LIIN ~ WoNDfL __ III 

IIIfT1 lOt 
Old CCh.1.HIteU1 CIWT11 

V_ .... c •. V, 2l4U 
1I04141O-U., 

MDIIUY J IIOWU 
OfICt ",'M'W 

Thank you for your recent letter. Like you, I have 
always been troubled by the USS LIBERTY episode, and the 
best information would appear to point the finger at the 
late Moshe Dayan as the Israeli official most responsible 
for order in; the att3ck at the time of the Six Day War in 
1967. I would be pleased to see this matter reopened, 
but I must tell you quite frankly that as long as this 
Administrat~on or the majority party in the House of 
Represe~tatives does not see fit to pursue it~ the case 
will remain closed. For there to be any action taken, 
the initiative would have to come from the Leadership of 
one side or the other, and I don't believe that you can 
depend upon that to happen. 

Despite the publication of the book on the LIBERTY, 
which appeared some years ~go, there seems to be little 
interest in stirring these ashes officially. More's the 
pity, because I don't believe that the Johnson Administration, 
nor &ucceeding one&, havQ 8xpo&ed the faots as they should. 

If there are any developments, you can be sure that 
I will keep you apprised of them. 

With all best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely, 

~iI/~ .. ~~~r 
G. WILLIAM WHITEHURST 

GWW:kd 
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1Itr;--Jallles -Jot;- li:lllles, - J(. 

Dear Mr. Ennes: 

Dec..ember 11, 1985 

1 have received a response to the inquiry 1 made about 

the U.S.S. Liberty from the State Department. A copy of it 

is enclosed for your information and review. 

If you have any further questions after looking over 

the letter, please let me know. 

With best wishes for the holiday season, 

Sincerely. 
/' 

;?/?f t?l~dk( .J. 

CM:sm 
Enclosure 

Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. 
United States Senator 
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The Israeli Government paid in full in 1968 and 1<)(>') the 
u.s. Gov!!rnment l:lailns for $3, )23,500 on bch ... 1C of tho:;,' k I ll.:o(\ 
and $3,452,215 on behalf of those injured of tha Liberti crew. 
Although monetary compensation for wrongflll death or 11, jury iR 
not adequate recompense Cor the pain and :;lIICering invlllvcd, 
the families and individuals concerned received the full amount 
of these claims. In 1980, Israel agreed to pay the U.S. ~ov
ern~ent $6,000,000 as compensation for damage to the vessel. 

In c100ing, let me note again that responsibility for 
analyzing the USS hlbert,t incident rests with the Department. of 
Defense, and that Israel accepted complet0 responsibility and 
paid ~ompensatton for its attack. 

Sincerely, 

Will i am L. Ball, l l I 
Assistant Secrp.tary 

Legislative anu Intergovernmental ACfairs 

Currespondence returned. 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



Joseph L. Meadors 
USS Liberty Veterans Association 
P.O. Box 789 
Woodinville, WA 98072 

Dear Mr. Meadors: 

, " 

'~ 
.' 

02 DEC 1985 

This is in regard to your letter of 18 July 1985 in which you 
ask that we waive searoh fees fot the processing of your Freedom 
of Informat ion Act (FOIA) request on elght itemS concerllillg ti,e .... _-_._--
attack on the USS Liberty. R~garding item 1, we have already 
conducted extensive searcheb for records on the USS Liberty, and 
we sent you ~.l releasable material on 18 April 1985 without 
charge. 

Concerning your request for a fee waiver on items 2 through 8 
of your request, I am required to conSider your FCrA request in 
light of the rules and regulat ions governillQ the waiver of fees as 
published in the Code of Federal Regulations [eFR Title 32, 
Chapter XIX, section 1900.25(a), enclosed) as well as relevant 
Depa:lmerlt of Justice guidelines. Both emphasize that benefit to 
the general public should be the main criterion. I have teviewed 
your request and have determined that, while the matter is 
undoubtedly still of i~terest to the specific group of persons 
your organization rCpl(3ents, no substantive benefit to the 
general publi= would be derived from releasing the records you are 
r~qu~sting. 1 aWo. therefore, unable to justify the expenditure of 
U.S. Governmer.~ funds for a search for the specific records you 
are requesting. Accordingly, your request fot a waiver of fees is 
denied, and we must have your commitment to pay all search and 
duplication fees before we can begin further processing of your 
request. 

We are forwarding a copy of your request to the component most 
likely to have the records you arp. re~uesting, aaking that they 
give us C~ estimate of the search coats involved and an opinion as 
to the searchability of your request as stated. We will write you 
again when we have this information. 

Info&."C\~ 

Enclosure 
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. v J U L Y 251gaS 
Pear congr •• sman Olinl 

Thi. i. in respense to your letter of July 18 concerning a 
reque.t by Mr. Charle~ D. Fox III for a new inve~ti9ation into 
the Israeli attack on the Navy comm~niations vessel USS Lib¥rty 
during the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

Questions about this incident have arisen frequently over 
the years. In particular, the charge that Israel deliberately 
attacked the Liberty has been raised a number of times. The 
Department has no information that would corroborate this 
allegation. In 1967, a U.S. Navy Court of Inquiry made a full 
inveetigation IJf the actack. Officers and men of the Liber~ 
testified at this inquiry, and message traffic to and from the 
ship was reviewed thoroughly. The transcript of the 
proceedings at the court of Inquiry has been available to the 
public for several years. The Court r",ached tne -.::orrci'usiorr----- .. --~- ... ---
that it did not have sufficient information to make a judgment 
aDout the reasons ~or the Israeli action against the Liberty. 

At the time of the incident the Government of Israel 
offered an imme,~iate apology, accepted complete responsibility, 
and offered to pay compens~tion fo~ the deaths and injuries 
caused to American personnel by the attack. Israel stated that 
the attack was the result of confusi0n an" error by its armed 
forces during the war. 

The Israeli gov3rnment paid in full i, 1968 and 1969 the 
U.S. Government claims for 53,323,500 on b~half of the men who 
were kill~d and $3,452,275 on behalf of the injured members of 
the Liberty crew. Although monetary compensation for wrongfUL 
death or injury is not adequate recompense for the pain and 
suffering involved, the families and individuals concerned 
received the full amount of these claims. In 1980 Israel also 
agreed to pay the U.S. Government $6,000,000 as compensation 
for damage to the ve.sel. 

I hope that this information is helpful in responding to 
your constituent. 

Sincerely, 

William L. Bal~ III 
Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorabl~ 
Jim Olin, 

House of Representative. 
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l'.S.S. LIBERTY u,,' is· ASSOCJATIO!'l 

.... n "'hiM' C·h.'rrnen 

J..-ph L .. ...,on. rn.Hfton. 

ftuIw,. C...... "'('II' "' ...... n. 
P.O. BOX 789. WOOUIN, .. ILLE. 

lo)c... (..... .... ... .." .,.,..."',.., 

~ .. I N NuCI-., '-' ..... _ 

lamN .. ann .. J,. H'.or,.n 
WASil I NUTON 

-------------------------------s~~~~~~~~------------

GeLrge P. Shultz 
Secretary of State 
Main State Department Building 
2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Hr. Shultz: 

On June 26, 1985, in a letter over Lhe signature of 
Assistant Secretary William L. Ball, III, the United States 
Department of State informed The Honorable Wendell H. Ford, United 
S'·.ateE Senate, that tl-e Department of State "has no information 
that would corroborate ••• allegations" that the 196: Israeli at
tack on the USS LIBERTY was deliberate. 

The USS LiBERTY VETERANS ASSOCIATION feels the bituation 
is not as cut and dried as Hr. Ball would have us believe. Ad a 
result, I am requesting you to send me a copy of the documents 
revie~ed by Hr. Ball (and the official US State Department cri
tique of those documents) that support his statement. 

I am also requesting (through the Freedom of Information 
Act) for you to send me a copy of the official US State Department 
c.riti..que of the 1967 hneli vtt:s19n of the attack as contained in 
the "Yerushalmi Report 1/6711 and also the official US Stah . 
Department critique of "The Attack 011 the 'Liberty' Incident 8 
June 1967" as pr6pared by the Israel Defense Forces History 
Department, Research and Instruction Branch, in June, 1982. For 
)'our convenience, I have included a copy of the title page of. the 
1982 Israeli version. 

I will, of course, reserve my right to question the State 
Department on their critiques. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph L. Headors 
President 

encl"sure 

cc: The Honorable Wendell H. Ford (w/enclolure) 
The Honorable Strom Thurmond (w/enclosure) 
The Honorable Larry Hopkins (w/enclolure) 
The Honorable Bill Nichols (w/enclolure) 
The Honorable Sonry Montgomery (w/enclosure) 
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Septemher 6, lYk~ 

Honorable Ldrry J. Hopkins 
U.S. House of Repre~entatives 
Hoom 331 Cannon HOR 
Washi 

Dear 

u r your letter of September 4 concerning t1e 1967 Israeli 
e USS LIBERTY which resulted in the death of 34 U. S. Navy 

person and the wounding of 171 others. In that letter you discussed 
the r-~I~u.·~t ~f your constituents for a subcommittee investigation of the 
incident. 

In 1970 the Department of Defense Worldwide CommunicaUons Subcommittee, 
chaired by Congressman Robert H. Mollohan, as a portion of its inquiry, 
examined a series of messages transmitted to the LIBERTY, but never received 
by the ship before the attack. The subcommittee found "the circumstances 
surrounding the misrouting, loss and delays of tnese message! constitute one 
of the most incredible failures of communication in the hist)ry of the 
Department of Defense". 

I~ view of that exammination and the passage of 18 years since the 
attack, I do not believe that a subcommittp.e inquiry would be appropriate. 

BN:jlb 
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LARRY J, HOPKINS 

U 1 C~ ~ .. O"e. ''''I~.I.Q 
Wt.I....o'. DC Z.tl'. 

nOli u ... 4IIot 

·,. O""IC', ."NC:n 

COtfMIn," 
AORICII< tUM 

"""'" 0 $I IIVIC n (onlP"" of tbt llnittb 6tatt. 
"DU.' Dr Ibpr",nlltilu. 

September 4. 1"*85 

The Honl)rat-Ie Bill Nichols 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Investigations 
Committee on Armed Services 
WlIshillp;ton. [J.e 20515 

Deal' Mr. Chairman: 

'i" c •• , .. 
_101 

UJ W'" VIA' SUUI 
Ua",'o. ... Y .o,u 1 

ltot. nIl ... 

I tun iure you are familiar with the caie of the USS Liberty. a 
U. S. electronic iPY ship that wal attacked by the Israeli's during the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. That attack reiulted in the deaths of 34 
American iailors and the wouoding of 171 others. 

Many individuals. inc:luding constituents of mine. feel tha~ the 
true circumstances of the attack have not been officially recognized. 
AccordiDl(ly. there is a natiooal effort under way to reopen the 
investil(atioo on the Liberty attack and to clarity the offi,=ial record 
where necessary. I know. for example. that efforts are under way in 
Washinl(ton this week to eocoural(e this goal. 

On behalf of my constituents. I would request that our Sub
committee 00 Investil(ationl conduct a formal inquiry into the attack 
on the UsS Uberty. to be conducted In any manner you. as ChainHn. 
deem best and appropriAte, 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

LJH:jh 

Enclosure 

Yours very truly. 

HOPKINS 
Member of Congress 
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LARRY J. HOPKINS 

to.""'" 
AGRtCULYU'U 

AJlWtD SIR't'tCIS 

.M1:~ ,Tobn -A----Tahor 

Houle 5 Box 411 

t:ongrr" of tbr Ilnitrb 6tatr • 
.,Ollit o( Btprrltntstibtl 

September 4, 1985 

Winr:hes ter, Ken tucky 40391 

Deal- John: 

U I c ..... ~ .. Ot,." 1",llV'*'" 

WAtItttM'o- DC lOll' 
IIGII In-4IOI 

V .. C •• ". 
_107 

UJ Will VIM IfltI' 
la.uIe,OtI II: 't' 40'0' 

Ito" IU-I'" 

Thllnk you for coming to my Lp.xington office yesterday to discuss 
the 1967 attack on the USS Liberty. 1 appreciate your continuing 
interest in this matter. 

As we discu6sed. 1 have written the Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Investigations. Committee on Armed Services. to reql'est a fonnal 
inquiry into this /Datter be reinitiated. Please recall our discussion 
that the Chairman has complete discretion over the !'cope and direction 
of such matters. A copy of my letter is enclos~d for your 
information. 

Please tJe assured 1 will be back in touch with you as soon as 
some information Ui available. 

Thank you again for your interest. 

Yours very truly. 

LARRY 
Member of Congress 

WH:jh 
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COMMI'"1II. 

auoon 
I'OREION AFFAIR5 

th.IC' COMMlnll Co". 

o.:onsre99 of t~e )llliteb ~tntn 
~pu'l' of ~l'prl"l'"hdi\1ra 

october 3, 1985 

Ms. Evelyn K. Judge 
Post Office Box 5052 
Gainesville, Florida 32602 

Dear Ms. Judge: 

AOING 

I have received your comments regarding the USS Liberty. 
I share your intrigue with the circumstances surrounding the 
attack on this ship. 

As you requested, I read the "Transcript of the U.S. Navy 
Inquiry into the Israeli attack on the USS Liberty on June 8, 
1967," as well as some other material. From my reading, i can 
only derive that the attack is one of the many tragic accidents 
common in war. In fact, the day before the Libert.y incident, 
an Israeli aircraft bombed an Israeli armored column south of 
the West Bank town of Jenin. More recently, in June of 1982, 
during the war in Lebanon more than twenty Israeli servicemen 
were killed by Israeli Phanto", jets in the eastern sector when 
their tanks were mistakenly identified as Syrian. 
Unfortunately, such tragedies occur in every army in the 
history of modern war. 

To accurately determine whether or not the attack on the 
USS Liberty was intentional or accidentll is virtually 
impossible. There are too many contradictionS in stOries. For 
example, the question of whether or not the Liberty was flying 
a flag which remains a major point of contention. 

I am afraid that the mystery behind the attack on the USS 
Liberty will always rema;n. r appreciate your concern in this 
matter. 

IN "E5_5E. ~LEA5' "E~LY TC> 

_. --_ .. -~---

0< ....... '~O.,O .. :I~.70 
1it041 )!IIl 8777 

.• 01.' , ..... ,." .... 1.1. _00M,1.1. 
c, ...... u •• '\ 41 'u,"'()A '2601 
l'i(MI"20,.a 

G IOft5~tMS'lh<6t"II' 
LII"-.u ..... , .. CMI.o,.127 •• 
leo4,llZ •• l.!t 
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LARRY J, HOPKINS 111 Call1lOll KoUIf ""..-:, ... _ .... 

It. Dt ... .c, .... "'"' W ...... 'OIt Of Jot'l 
tlOl, "I·"ot 

Y", c •• , .. 
-'0' COM ... ", , 

AnlllCUlfUIII 

..... 10 IlIlYIen 

u, _ ... VI'" !ill" f 

(ontre •• of fbe .nUrb 6'ate • 
..... If ."rr.,IuIII", 

The Honorable 8W Nicholl 
Chairman 

September 4, 198& 
, ' .. :, I . ' I 

Su~col'Dmlttee (>n Inve.tI,aUonl 
Committee on Armed Services 
Wat.'hin(ton L D !C, 20!U&_ .. _n_ .. __ . 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

'- ~ .. .' ) 

u ......... y 101("-' 
ttot,IU·II-' 

J l1li lure you are tamWar with the case ot the USS Liberty, a 
U ,S, electr'Onic apy ship that wa. attacked by the hraeU'a durin, the 
1967 Arab-laraeU WIr, That attar',. relulted in the deaths ot 34 
American sailon and the woundl.a, ot 171 othen, 

Many individuall. inc1udin, conlUtuent. of mine, teel that the 
true clrcWIIltancel ot the attack hive not been officiaUy recornized. 
Accordin"ly. there 18 a naUonal ettort under way to reopen the 
inveaU,lIUon on the Uberty attack and to clarity the otticial record 
where nt-ce .. ary, J know. tor example. that etfortl are under way in 
Washington thil wttek to encoura,e thil ,oal. 

On behaU ot my conmtituentl. I would request that our Sub
committee on Jnve,UcaUona condUct a tormal inquiry into the attack 
on the USS Uberty. to be conducted in any manner you •• a Chairman. 
deem beat and appropriate. 

Thank you tor your attenUon to thi' important matter, 

LJH :Jh 

Encloeure 

Youra very truly, 
~ 

~~c) 
LARRY ." HOPKINS 
Member of COh,re.a 
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UI WW .. v ... , .... 
u .... , ... If 4010' 

ttOtI Ul-IU. 

(on Iff •• of tfJe .nUell 6111t • 
...... of .t,rdtntJllbd 

September 17, 1985 

Mrs - Shirley Paulette 
Firegate 19 
Varnallton Road 
Lexinrton, Kentucky ~511 

Deu Shtrlfjf: _d~ _______ •• ________ _ 

As 1 promised in my earUer letter, I want to forward the reply I 
hive received from the Chairman of the InvelU .. aUonl Subcommittee of 
the Houlr Armed Services Committee regarding the attack on the USB 
Liberty. The reply 11 attached. 

As you can see, the Cbairman has decided not to pursue the matte'.' 
through our Subcommittee. In acidition to the letter (which was really 
thtl formal requelt), I d1lcullled the matter with Mr. Nichola and alked 
him to give an lnvelUratiiln UriOUI con.ideration, In view of 
limited relourcel and the pallage of time, the Chairman ~etlmed to feel 
our Subcommittee could not produce a pOlitive contribution to the 
continuing dilcu8lion. 

While tbil particular approach hal not been luccesltul, I applaud 
your involvement and wllllnl'l'lel. to .et the record .traieht on th1a 
part!c~lar matter. 

With all be.! wiahel, I am 

LJH:Jh 

Enclolure 

Your. very truly, 

LARRY KINS 
Member of Con ens. 
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COMMrTTIl ON ARMID lllMe .. 

IIMITIOATIOMI IUIC"m" Ii. 

September 6, 1985 
(;",/.',. '. 

/1 ", j '. ~ t· 

'r ,l'" , •. (': 

Honorable Larry J. Hopkins 
U.S. HOUle of Repre,entatlv., 

.. ( .... ' "'. 
1_ .. 

, ''\" ~ 

, . 

, . 
Room 331 Cannon H08--------~- - ~-~~~ - --.---- --- ---
Wash j .C. 

Deer 

.... M\'!UII! _I O'hI:f" I 
..... 'II!!'!I'OIl K "II 

...... _111 

_, IMlY ..... & 

. " ~ " 

r your letter of September 4 concerning the 1967 Israeli 
attack on USS LIBERTY which resulted In the death of 34 U.S. Navy 

and the wounding of 171 others. In that letter ynu discussed 
the est of your constituents for a ,ubc~lttee Investigation of the 
incident. 

In 1970 the Department of Defense Worldwide Communications Subcommittee, 
chaired by Congressman Robert H, Mollohan, as I portion of its inquiry, 
examined a series of messages transmitted to the LiBERTY, but never received 
by the ship before the attack, The subcommittee found Mthe clrcumstanc~s 
surrounding the mlsroutlng. los, and delays of these messages constitute one 
of the most incredible fallur.s of communication in the history of the 
Deptrtment of DefenseM, 

III view of that exammlnatlon and the passage of 18 years since the 
attack, 1 do not billeve that. subcom.lttee Inquiry would be appropriate, 

BN:Jlb 

chols 
Chairman 
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DAv'D \ .vat .. u.~ 

!tOIl!'" DOLL ILAhIA' .. OfftCl() 
"DI1'" C ""D. Wlif VWWl ....... II Qf,tCKJ 

June 20, 1985 

SIlEt:T CO ..... 'nEl 0 .. INHllIOIHCI 

WASHlhGl0H. DC 10110 

Mrs. Shirley Lee Harris-Paulette 
Yarnall ton Road 
FirEigate 19 
~exington, Kentucky 40511 

Dear Mrs. Paulette: 

Thank you for sharing with me your views concerning the U.S.S. 
Liberty. This attack will always be re~embered by the United 
States despite the subs~Quent clouding of the issue. 

The attack on an American vessel vividly demonstrates the 
volatile dangers of the Middle East. It also shows the tenacity 
and willingness Israel has to defend her interest. Though t~is 
determination may be admirable in the defense of her boundarles 
it is not acceptable when it takes the form of an offensive act 
against a neutral ship in international waters, especially one of 
our own. 

While I believe the events were tragic and the mistake Israel 
made irreversible, it does not serve any purpose now to cause 
tension in our relationship. As we have seen from recent events 
irl Lebanon, the United States has few friends and allies we can 
really depend upon in the region. 

Thank you again and if I can be of service to you, please do not 
hesitate to write. 

McCON LL 
o STATES SENATOR 
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I.ARRY J. HOPKINS 

COM"I""'" 
.a"ICuL TUPlE 

"""'10 u .. I/,en 
(engreli of tbe lInltrb .tatr • 

• ou.e of 1\tpUnntatlbt' 

Mrs. Robert Paulette 
Fireqatf.' 19 
)'urnLIllton Road 
Lexington, 1\)' 40511 

May 31, 1985 

UI c· F ... HQUII o.,.cl "N.O'''''' 
w ......... ·,QN. 0 C 1:0'1' 

Uul) U""OI 

"' .... CI""" 
"orA' 107 

III ""'u' v ...... , ... , 
'-&AlIlO'QH, ",un",u, .0501 ,,,,,,U· .... 

Your l'eccnt letter and enclosure rC\,l\,ccl one of thl~ ~\ost 
troubling is£".ues that has been broullht: to my attentlon sine", 
I came to Congress. 

I am very \le11 acquainted .... ith details of the LSS Liberty 
attack. In fact, about three years ago I secured an official 
transcript of tho Navy learings un this matter and passed it 
along to a constituent in Central Kentucky. 

None of the information I have seen disuades me from the 
conclusion that the attacK on the USS Liberty deserves the same 
contempt and condemnation as the murderous Soviet ambush of the 
Korean Airlines plane. 

It is inexcusable th~t the vpportunity was, perhaps forever. 
lost by President Johnson to give this tragic episode the attentlon 
it deserved and to take appropriate action not only so that 
reparation could be mad~, the guilty who were responsible could 
be held accountable, and a clear warning could have be3n sounded 
as to the swift and certain retaliation the United States would 
infllct upon anyone who dared to commit such an act in the future. 

Todny, I can tell you with certainty based on exten.ivo 
research and conversations on this subject that there is no effective 
interest within this government in reviving this incident after 17 
years. Tragic as it is, th~ official Dook on this disgraceful 
chapter 1n our history has been closed. I very reluctantly accept 
that [ul:t, wit.h (Jne condition: the book may be closed, but the 
lesson will not and must not be forgotten. And speaking only 
for myself, this is one Member of Congress who will never permit 
such a comtemptible travesty to repeat itself without appropriate 
AI"II~rican response. 
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Mrs. Robert Paulette 
M<l y 31. 1985 
Paae :2 ----------------

1 regrllt I wi 11 be unable too "Ieet with you on Satllrday. 
Please accept and convey to tho5e present my respect for the~r 
efforts to right the terrible wrong that was dnne in this 
.Lnstance. 

Wit l1 'N.:IrmCl:;t p('r~onul reqard5, I am 

LJ:I:jh 

Yours very truly, 

IIOPKINS 
-Merr~f'r-oT congr-ess 
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- 2 -

Ms. lIarris-PaL!lette also inquired specifically about the 
ship itself. In 1980 an aqreement ~as ~oncluded between the 
United States and Israel under which Israal agreed to pay 
$6,000,000 in c(jll\p~ntjoition for tl'e physical damage caused to 
the USS Liberty. This amount llas been paid in full. 

We sh~re Ms. Harris-Pa~lett~'s sorrow ov~r thi3 incident 
and hope that this information will be helpful in respondinq to 
your constituent. 

Sincerely, 

I 

.. - t ........ 

William L. Ball, III 
--~-------- - -" --Ass4~taRt---8eere~y- ------- --

Legislative dna Intergovernmental Affairs 

EnclosurE!: 

Correspondence returned. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NP.VY 

WASHIN~TC.~., 0 C ;" . .:150 1000 

Mrs, ShirldY L. Harris-Paulette 
'iarnallton Road 
F'irE:!gatd 19 
L~xington, Ky 40511 

Dear Mrs. Harris-Paule~te: 

2 3 AUG 1985 

This is in further. response to your letter of May 27 to Mr. 
Patrick J. Buchanan of the White house staff. 

To be of assistance to you, and former members of LIBERTY, I 
have enclosed a list of military magazines and periodicals which 
have provell to bo an effective avenue of contacting lost ship
mates. By contacting the Euitors of the attached list of period
icals which publish "Reunion Notices" or "Announcements," they 

-can advl.se as -1.:0 now to aQvertiae-m-nIeIT magaz1-nt!"SiIRri<:mtt:a1.-.r' 
"Letters to the I~dit.or" columns, which are widely read by furmer 
Navy men. 

Because of the provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974, the 
Navy canuot disclose the mailing address of a former member. 
However, time permitting, our Navy Liaison Officer at the 
National. Personllcl Records Center will forward correspondence to 
an individual's last known address. 

If former members of LIBERTY wish to locate their shipmates, 
they should enclose the letter they want forwarded to their ship
m~te' s last known lI\ddre~l'3 in a stamped envelope with his name 
typed or printed or·. t.he envelope, They should not put their 
return address on the envelope, and place this envelope in 
another one marl.ed "do not open in mail room," enclose whatever 
personal information about their situation on a separate sheet of 
paper, and address the 3nvelope tOI 

Navy Liaison Officer 
Room 3475 
National Per~onnel Records Center 
9700 Page Boulevard 
St. Louis,MQ 63132 

'rhis locator service is provided on a time available basis. 
Addl.tionally, the Navy Liaison Officer has no way of knowing if 
the address in the record is current or if the communication will 
be delivered. 

The Social Security Administration may also be able to help 
them contac~ their shipmates. Again, they should write a letter Ja
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JOHN PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT 
COlioltolmlE5 

p",Bue wo~ .. S .friO 
YAAHS~H'41IUH 

t" ... o.,,·'·", 

WASHINI.,il0N AOOJi£SS 
llvl R.t".vM" th/l~OI"\,t 

'''''.)"'''I..IU'' DC 2"~ 1 ~ 
""V"" 22~ "lvl 

(onlft •• of tbe Ilntteb 6tate. 
.ou.r of l\rpu.tntattbt. 

...y' .... ,().,. ......... ".j \UloIot ll 

fIo ... 't" "t').' '''t~ 
)~IU.l.t "I.A",:."'.'';'.' ... 

'Y[TEAAr.S AHA'+tS
...... "" "l~ ... i .... ~t1 

... "I. .... '·ltl' 
•• ...,ington • • ( 205\5 "U)"""l~ oUIO .. tA,'" ~ ... ,j 

1UJiIa.,,,,c. ¥tlltotM 

CO""',f!AhU" ,.t .. ~ 'fto .... 0 

.Joseph L. Ke~durs 
Presidellt. P.S.S. Liberty 

V~terans Association 

Octobt>r 31. 198~ 

Post Office Box 784 
Woodinville. Washington ~807! 

Dear Mr. Meadors: 

• ....ec: ..... "u 
M',US'ftN, AId') CQtlS!JWi.~ 

Itllt"""-MNA'Mo "tW.t" 

F.nclos~d to keep you advised of deve\·· .Its is information pro
videc' y the Department uf State t~l my cOlltact on the concerns you 
rai! 'bout the Department' s responst' to tsraeli versions of the 
atto 1 the ~ Liberty. 

Inquiry is now being made with Defense Department officials. Mr. 
Meadors; and just as soon as there is anvthing further to report. I 
will be back with you promprly. 

With kind regards. 

JPH/egs 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours. 

~ t L ''''h!tcQ .. :.JL 
~~PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT 
Member of Congress 
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01o"1[ Mr. He.!lutlel ::;chmidt : 

OCT 3 0 1985 

I It i I ;, i ,. . , 
~ 

\l" ). .. " ' 
• .1 L '. 

---~~~ .---~~--.-- -- -----" 

Thdlik yuuToi' your lnqUltY COnCl-'rIllnq the 191)7 Israel i 
attack 011 the USS Liberty. 

Q'Jest ions about the Israel i .:lttack on the Navy CO!lUnUnlCa 
t ions vessel USS Liberty ..... hich occurred dut ing the 1967 Arab
Itirae:i war, have risen from time to time over the years The 
charge re~~~ ~!tC;l raised has been that Israel deliberately at
tacked the Libelty. kno .... ing it .... as a U.S. naval vessel. The 
Depat'tm~nt of State has no information corroborating this 
allegat ion. 

The U.S. GO':ernment has officially revie .... ed the incident. 
In 1967. a U.S. Navy Court of Inquiry made a f'.I11 investigation 
of the atlack. Officers and 11I~':1 of the Liben'l testified at 
this inquiry, and cOllU'lunicat 10l'S :llessaqes to and fr.!m the ship 
were reviewed thoroughly. The C()urt concluded it did not have 
sufficient information to make a ~udgmellt about: the reasons for 
the Israeli act:ion against the Liberty. ThE' pr·)ceedi.ngs trd!l
script of the Court of Inq,liry hcl::; b~en availatne to the pllblic 
for several years from the Depillt;1\e:lt of Defense. The Israeli 
Govprnment also conducted an inqoJiry into the inci,1en'.: in 1967, 
ane:: the Israel Defense ForcE'S historical staff issued a study 
of the subject in 1982. The Dq.·artment of State .... ·s n(,t ill 
volved ill preparing these Israeli documents. nor were ~hey 
formally submitted to the Depart~ent for official revie..... I 
.... ould note that responsibility for revie .... inq any ne .... infolllld 
tion .... ould rest with the Department of Defense. 

At. th<:' t irne of the! incidel;t the Government of Is:,.,.' af' d
ogizeJ immediately. accepted COlrl:,~ete responsibility, alld 
offered to pay compensat ion for the deaths alld injul'ips l;aus,'d 
to American personnel vy the attack. As you kno ..... Israel 
stated that the attack .... as the result of confusion and error by 
its armed forces during the .... ar. 

The Honorable 
John Paul Hammerschmidt. 

House of Representatives. 
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• • 

\'ETEI{ANS OF FOREI(iN \\' ARS OF TilE tiNITLD ~TAT"'~ 

lIH\IIJ1·1·\'d I,~.,\l 1\\1. 

April Il, 198'> 

--.-~--.. .~ .. -~- .•..... - ............ - .. ~ •..... - .. - ........ --~----.- ... - ... --- .. ~ ....••.. ~ .•....• ~ ... ~ _._- .. _ ..... _ .. _ ...... _._._--

JllSI!ph I.. ~l"adl'rs 

l " l' ARA.'ICO 
1'. O. !lox JJb8 
lJh.i1,rall, ~;aud i Ar.d. ia 

UI!ar Comrade Meadors: 

This will ad.nowl"dge receipt L,f your letter dated Nard, 25. 1'185 with 
r.:~ard tel tht' currt'nt statl.s L.f the resolution caillpg for th" "stablishin!! 
of a memorial honoring th()~. tle'n lost on the L'.S.S. Ubt'rty that was adopted 
by the 8 .. th ~at ional Conv.:nt il'l 

Please bt' informed tllat Vllur letter has bet'n (awarded to Cooper T. Holt, 
Executive Director of our \iashington Office fe'r furti,er rt'ply on this 
matter. 

Endosl:!d please find the copy of resolution !lo8S that ~'ou requested. 

oWt!sh ip. 

~';) -
oW3rd Vander ~te. Jr. 

Adjutapt General \.. 

--.. .. --
HVC:~sm 

Enclosure 

CC: Cooper T. H"l t. Execut ive Dirt!ctor. ~ashin3ton Of f ice 

* NATIONAL HUDQUA1URS * 
Vf\\ 8UJUlING. laOAD"'AY AT 54TH sraUT.Ii.ANSASCJTY .... SSOUIU MIll. AalAOOD1 11i-7S6-SSIK1 
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J hOlle you will h!Ve your C0Jlll11 ttllO sta ff meu'iJer ca II lIle, Al though 1 lUll 

aware that the COllll1i tte" has looked into this OUItter in the put. 1 alii 
WlaWIHO of tht) conci usion s that were draWl], 1 f the coeUDi tt ee hn 5 not yet 
conc1uJuJ thaU", Ilttlh:k was deHbcu'ate and was plBJ\l\l!1l in advance hy 
forces looilD know the ship to be American. then 1 believe you have ovttrlookllJ 
imi',lrtant evidence lilld 1 would welcorue the 0PI'0rtDlllty to discuss lilt 
documentation anJ witnesses that .ire available, 

Yours Vl'rr trul),. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OHIt:i Of THt JuOeH AolioCAtE ULNERA~ 

200SfoIiALL STREff 

The Honorable John Glenn 
United States Senator 
Wa~hington, D. C. 20510 

Attn' Pat Buckheit 

Dear Senator Glenn I 

ALE .ANoRIA, IIA 22U3 IN RiP~ Y REfE R TO 

JAG I 21. 2 I KM I S rw 
CF-79-49 

This is in response to your inquiry dated JWIP. 14, 1983, and 
addressed to the Departn~nt of Defense Congression~l Liaison 
Office. Enclosed with your inquiry letter is correspondence 
fr~_Mra_. _~~y. ~!nn . EVan! r~;ard.i~gt.ll~. US~~I~~RT~_~ncide_nt:. 

In her letter to you, Mrs. Evans attaches a document 
apparently from the USS LIBERTY Veterans Association. That 
document refers to the Navy's Court of Inquiry which was 
conducted into the circumstances of the attack on the uss 
LIBERTY (AGTR-5) which occurred on JWle 8, 1967. This Office 
is the custodian of investigative reports which are conducted 
pursuant to the Manual of the Ju.dge Advocate General (JAG 
Milnual). The COl.lrt of Inquiry concerning thIs incident is such 
a document. Consequently, your inquiry was forwarded to our 
Office. 

As indicated in her letter, Mrs. Evans is interested i.n efforts 
to make public the truth about the incident. The version of the 
attack that is inferentially attributed to the Court of 
Inquiry by the USS LIBERTY Veterans Association, as narrated 
in Mrs. Evans' enclosure, is not the official version as contained 
in till'! Court of Inquiry. !i''1'C 7x"l!lple. t:he ~,C'lCI.'ment, allC:>'?~!t that 
lO(t)he official version is· that the LIBERTY was reconnoit~'Ced 
only three times an~ then only from great distances. The 
American people were told the air attack lasted only five 
minutes and that it was followed by a single torpedo and an 
inunediate apology and offer of assistance." The actual account 
in the Court of Inquiry describes as least seven overflights/14 
IObuzzings" of LIBERTY whic.h occurred between 0515 and 1245. 
Some of these aircraft circled the ship at a distance of two 
miles. According to the Court of Inquiry at 1353 on July 
8, 1967, the USS LIBP.RTY's radar reported passing aircraft. 
At 1358 a single aircraft was sighted approaching the ship, 
at 1403 there was a loud explosion pert amidship, and 
between 1405 and 1410 LIBERTY was Wlder repeated strafing, rocket, 
anc' incendiary air attack. 'rwenty minutes following the initial 
air attack three motor torpedo boats (MTB's) strafed the ship. 
One torpedo passed astern of the LIBERTY, another struck the 
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c:lANIEL.~. MOVNIHAN 
"'.0 •• 

Dear Mr. Sharp: 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 10110 

June l, 1981 

Thank you for writing about the 1967_a_tJackQn 
. ·tht:! u. S. 5-;- LlbertYOY·lsraeH warplanes. 

I enclose for your information a copy of a letter 
I received recently from the Defense Department in response 
to an inquiry I made about the Liberty incident. As the 
l~tter explains, the Government of Israel has acknowledged 
that its forces were responsible for the attack on the 
Liberty, and compensation has since been paid to the U.S. 
Government and the families of the American casualties. 
There does not seem to be much more that can or needs to 
be done about this tragedy. 

I appreciate your taking the time to share with me 
your concern about this incident. I hope the information 
contained in the letter I attach is helpful. 

Mr. Eliot N. Sharp 
2 Montague Terrace 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Sincerely, 

Q V\.-V~ 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan 

.... _ ... - ... --
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• 

• 

Page (Z) 

I Salol ali those thillgs on June 8. 1%7 but Ull0r. "lOturn to thl! linitl'd 
States I Sow this shill cOllle hOIllt!. IIOt to hono.'~ alld d 1'1..I<::P ill Navy 
hhtory wh@ra sh@ belongs. but to silence ilnd il t~tally UllJWJre U.S, 
pub 1 ic. I saw herolc (n~W 1112i11bH 5 9 i liel, II H.'"1 flU iet !'t-ps i ~"d i<ll lin i t 
Citation (well deserved, but not as a st!cret) dlld deservirlg individudl~ 
getting their medals hy mdil, 01' in a quit!t Ct!renronJ dnl.! without tht! 
fanfare deserved. But most of all. and the bigge~t shock of all. I saw 
Captain Will iam l. McGollagle givt!1l the Medill at Honor which tll! more than 
earned. but how? In the Whitt! House by the President at the Ullited Stiltes. 
with ~ots of fanfare, TV dnd Ilress (OVHage??? No --- at thc Wa~hington 
Naval Station. iltten(1ed by hdrdly anyone alld Ill' TV or Ilre~s coveraoe!!! 
lnIat a shall1e for this fine crew. ship and rnagri"fficent Captain. -

• 

I am writing to ask YOW" help. in some fonn. in honorillg our Captdin at 
our reunion next June. Presently ht! dOE'sll't plan to attend. but has 

• 

• ---"-"- -- . -- -

sent ~ sc.1llf! beautiful words to read to the (re~ when we 3re illl dssembled. 
I \1111 sure we t:ould change his mind if something ~pecial could be arranged. • 

. '. 

1 thank you fa,' taking the titfle to read this long letter and for any help 
yO\! might give us. It has been difficult lot;ilt ing my ship'liat~s with no 
goverlilf.ent Clr media assistance. I have tri~d but thej are not inter'p.sted. 
Regardless of your ability to help in OIJr n~ulrion. I feel yoo',oe lloinq it 

good ~b as President and you will haVE I:ly vat,' again should you decide 
to run. 

Respectfully yours. 

St.an White 
MCPO USN (Rf!t.) 

• 

• 
., . . ~ 

: 
• 
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OEPAHTME:NT OF THE NAVY 

ut t tCl l.H ,ttl. -::,' l.Hto ' .. k ... 

"'A~HINC;'ON U l 101,)0 

15 Ole 1~81 

,'\(,PO st.,r. \~. \';11 itt', ll~~l~ (J: .. t) 
HULll !tOUI'L' t!2, nox )~ 

V . l' ',,'[', ~'I'l16(1 er:::l. , ,,011, J:J 

DI'ar Master Chinf Petty Officer White: 

'~'Il,,"k you fOt' ~',Ju[' lettl'r poslmalk, <1 October l~ tu 
PI.'Io':'; l,l?nt Ih~il':lan ['O'luestill<.j help ill hGrw!' in':j C.l!>tain 
i·ic:(~u""'.J,11' .It til\! 'l:h~V.llifltj L'SS TJI1~Ea'!'y (,\i,;'i'H5) r<·unioil. 

l'.~~ r.ll1ch .:IS he liQuId lif:c to, the Pres ldent c.: ... nnot r~ply 
!:'t'n;cTdly to c'vc>ry communic3tio:'l he rec.:civ(>s. 'lherefo::e, 
hi.! lidS a:.kell t.he d(lpal."tn·,,:lt:> :t:l~l ;HJ'Hlcie3 oE the I'ed':!r..ll 
(;llV.,'TIIIO'lnt to ['c!,ly on ~l i'; ';:,,L 11 r in those in3t<ln<"'L'~ \Ih'~n~ 
t',.,,'! h~l'Je ~;p('ci.:ll 1:nm .. l"d'J0 1)[' 5.>(.'ci.:11 ::'J~h.-;riti' lInUt!r the 
'~,,.;. For til in ['('.:1::;on, your corl:'e";lOlIdl?~':::" ',.;:15 lot'lY<.Irded to 
l'!tC 11':·:Hrtr.10nt oE D"!'l'n:;'-'. 

I c.ln ':L','lilinly urderstand the person<ll conCl:rn \'ihlch 
p!:'ol"~Jt(>rl you to ""rit~ thE- President. Th('rc if. no CJL"~ilteL' 
hono!" 0(" fOt't'l of t'-:l'YJ'J!lition that Cf"tld t.,. o[(~nH' to 
Cil~)tClil~ ~\(,G\)lla(J!-" .r:::,n tilt: C(HlJt' P ssiona1 rI<:::J;d o[ lIunor 
\/hicb he rccr!iv·:·(l. To !J',' uf' El:;:-:i~;t<lnce, I .:111l ti;::liyllt!:J to 
sign tl (? ('nclose(~ 'f.C'ssas,-, .Ihich c.:,p be r~,,(l dLlring the 
r'.!l1nlon. 

I 'vi ish Y":>l1 a v'~t"l 
he'llth Hnd !l<lp:>inc~;, in 

fiucc~ssf111 
the yC.:1l'S 

r'~'\&f\i 
a ~. ' . 

, ~nd th~ best of 

;,:pill, t!1;1!lI: you for Hriting te, L;.':' " • :l.ll~nt. 

G inc(~re ly, 

t-/~I--· 
Enc-lo:;urc 

• 
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• O.,.rtmttnt of Memor'.' 
Aft.lr, 

WltllIngton. 0 c. 204~ 

Veterans 
Administration 

~ I " ... 
Honorable l1elvin Pric~ 
llous~ of Representatives 
wlishlngcon,1r.e;- 20515-

Dear Mr. Price: 

1 am pleased to respond to your inquh y in behalf of Mrs. Hden IIale} 0 [ 

Cahokia which you originally addressed to lhe DepartlJlent of the Aeroy. 
Mrs. Haley wrote to you regarding the inscription on the monUDlent erected 
on the site of a group burial in Arlington National Cemeter, of six men 
from the USS Liberty. Mrs. Haley agrees with tlr. Bender 1ansi11 of 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, who desires a new ml'nUmellt inscribed to show how 
the six men died. 

Although Arlington National CCludery is under the jurisdiction of the 
Departmf':lt of the Army, the furnishing of monuments is the responsibility 
of Monument Service, Veterans Administration. For special monuments, such 
as this, the inscription is designed by Cemetery Service, Veterans Administratic>o 
in cooperation with the Department of _he Army. 

After receiving your letter I discussed the inscription with Mr. R. J. Costanzo, 
Superintendent, Arlington National Cemet~ry, wl~ assured me the group burial 
lII8rker is consiste"lt in s~ze and inscription with other group burwl markers 
in the ceme~ery. I have enclosed a photograph of the subject ~onument and 
copies of three other group burial monuments in Ar) illgton. Hr. Costanzo also 
menl:iO!lH he had IlGt rece!vd any requests frolll the next of kin of the six men 
to dter the current inscription in any way. 

In "iew of the above, it is my opinioll l 

and it \iould not be in the be&t interest 
veterans who are buried as a group. 

present inscripticn is satisfactory 
of the cemetery or the lamilies of any 

It is regretted my response is not favorable to your con~tituent'6 request. 
Your p' . ,onal concern in this matter is apprecidted. 

Sincerely yours, 

I _' /d .. {J. , ... J . tt. it 
DONALD L. WARDLE 
Directpr, Monument Servic~ 

Encle ,",ures 

In Roply Rot., To. 42 
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''''M.INNU 
1100II INTH AVI III ~ 
WOODI/lVIUI. WASH 
II1II71 ' 

The Hon. Paul McCloskey, Jr. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. McCloskey: 

June 16, 1981 

Thanks for your note of June II and your invitation 
to drop by )"our office. I hope to m".ke a fall spealing 
tour of several states and if this brings me either to 
Washington or Palo Alto I shall indeed cull to see if 
you are in. and I would be pleased to discuss the 
Liberty matter with you. 

You certainly finished reading the book at an inter
esting time, coinc:ding as it did with the attac~ on 
Iraq. 

I do believe a brief promotional statement would still 
be timely, since the book is still selling lfour 
editions are now in print), and interest is buildlng 
daily for paperback, overseas editions, and even a 
possible movie. I hop~ to include some of the recent 
statements in a future edition. (Enclosed are some 
remarks you may not have seen. Barry Goldwater's fu 11 
coment, which I do not use because he would not g.·ant 
permission to use it publicly, was: "The bo!)k was 
absolutely tremendous; I enjoyed every word of it and 
I am tremendously happy that the event has dnall}' been 
published so that the American people who care can know 
a little better what we have had to put lip with. With 
friends like that you don't really need eneJllies." But 
when I asked permission to quote him publicly he declined 
to answer my request.) 

A few days a'lIothe Department of Defense; 1n response 
to a constituent-inspired inquiry from Senator Daniel 
Moynihan. advised the senator rather evasively that 
there is nothing to support my charges. Enclosed is 
my reply. which may interest you. 
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OEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

W .. "lnlton. D,t. 20~20 

september:;' C. =- ~CO 

Dear Senator Kennedy I 

I am writing in response to your inquiry of August 3, 
regarding Mr. Stephen St. John's letter concerning the 
Israeli attack upon the USS Liberty in June, 1967. 

ouestions about this incident have arisen frequently 
over the years. In particular, the charge that Israel 
deliberately attacked the Liberty has been raised a 
number of times. The Department has no information to 
substantiate this allegation. The Navy Court of Inquiry 
conducted subsequent to the attack concluded that it 
had insufficient information to make a judgment on the 
reasons why Israeli aircraft and :notor +:orredo boats 

________ ~~~~~~~he~~~~~~~~~~~~O~f~~t~h~a~t~i~n~-~-------------------
quiry, as well as most other off 
incident, have been made available to the public under 
the Freedom of Information Act. The only documents re
maining classified deal with the as yet unsettled claim 
by the united States against the Government of Israel for 
compensation for the physical damage caused to the ship. 

The attack took place during the 1967 Arab-~sraeli 
war, a time of frenetic activity and great cunfusion. 
In the aftermath of the attack, the Israelis offered 
assistance to the disabled ship. The Gover~ent of 
Israel immediately took full responsibility for the 
attack and stated that it was due to an error on th~ 
part of its armed forces. The Israelis extended immediate 
apologies for the attack and paid in full the claims 
submitted by the U.S. Government in connection with the 
deaths and injuries to the Liberty crew. 

As I mentioned above, the sole remaining claim is 
for the physical damage caused to the Liberty. The 
Government of Israel has 3greed to negotiate compensation 
for this claim. The Department is presently completing 

The Honorable 
Edward M. Kennedy, 

Unitud States Senllte. 
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HOUSE 0" AII:P''''SENTATIVIES 

WASHINGTON. D· C. 108115 

RO.ERT K. DORNAN 
rWlN"" SeVENlH DISTRICT 

C \1.1'0IlltNI4 

Mr. James M. Ennes  Jr. 

Dear Mr. Ennes: 

April 14, 1980 

Thank you for your letter. I hope your book does very 
well. We need more citizens like yourself to expose thp. 
tragic mistakes and cover-ups of the government. After 
the Iran crisis is over, will you think about writing a 

--------trook exposi119-ttre Carter Admll11str'atiorr"s colossal-trtunders-'i' 
It will have to be a long book. 

The best of luck to you. 

Sincerely, 

~~L"'-... .... 

RKD:.lacm 

Robert K. Dornan 
Member of Congress 
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Director, Froedom of Information Staff 
Att.. Mr. Ji. Wood 
Bureau 01 Publie ~ffairs 
D6part~ent of Stata, Room 2811 
2201 C Street NW 
Washinston, D.C. 20520 

Oear Sir: 

10 Pebruary 1978 

Thank you for your telephone call t'l. afternoon advising" of th. status 
-------*-lRy Fl'oodom of Intorgtion {!1quiry, c .. e '74.084b. -_._--

I .as alarmed to learn that ~hargos alrea~ exceed $40, as I felt that my 
letter had limited charges, includint reproduction, to $20. 1 did not 
request waiver of charl.s in ay oris nal letter, becsuse I did not 
antlcip~te their exceeding $20. 

May I nv" request waiver of search, reproducUon aud other charges in 
connecUon with 1IY request' I beUeve CI pubUc benefit w11l result frum 
rel.ase of aaterial to re be~ause the circumstances of the attack and the 
neaoUations which followed are of leaitiaate and conti'!.~!.II' concorn to 
the public, including LIBERTY crewaen and their faaili... In addition, 
auch of the material I have requelted ha. provious1y been released and il 
bein, exploited by foreign newsmen who ule it .s a basis for lonsational 
Itories in overseas publications. In order to evaluate the veracity of 
.uch stories, it i. in the public interost for USS LIBERrY crewaon and 
their faailie. tu have acce •• to the d~~u.ent. which are claimed as 
their soarce. 

I .. an indi vtlua \, drAving upon .y own relourcell. I III not backed by 
any large or,~i,ation or by Arab 8Oney, a. are reporters vho have 
preceded me in this quest. I hope you vill arree that vaiver of charge. 
and release of the requested material to .e i. in the public interest • 

. Sineenly; . 

Jane. M. enne., Jr. 
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Ur, Jason Kogan 

A~~i8tant Unitod SLates Attorney 

'" .... Court IIousc, Hoom 2804 

~\~ujngtou, D.C. 20001 

DOll!' ~\r. Kogan: 

20 August l~Sl 

t----- -----+I am til" pJ Ii n t 1 t1 in "'1 vil Act iO:>(1 No. eO-ll~f., James 1\. EnlH.lR. 

JI. YenlU!; tlh' DI.'i'art,~ent 01 State, a Frecdol'1 of In!ormatioll 

Corrplaint. 

I have reviewed the doclaration of Clayton F. "eManaway which 

Wll3 filed 31) Decolllber l£l8lJ on behnlf of the defendant. I 

a.ccept tho dE.tendnnt' s nTr\uT.ents fOT w1tl1hold1.n~ the docU!l~ents 

cited in his declar~tion. Therefore, I h~reuy withdraw my 

con:p 111. tnt .: 

Yours very truly, 

.Jamos M. l:inb&S, Jr. 
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DI::PAHI MENT Of' SlAlE 

,,9../ 
)~ 

REGISTERED MAIL8 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Lt. James Marquis Ennes, 6S 38 40 
Naval Seaurity Group Activity 
Box 8 
FPO New York 09514 

Dear Lt. Ennes: 

\!~~\ 
SEP 1 81868 

The Departm~n~ of State is pr~pared to claim on behalf 
of James N~e8, 65 38 40 
the sum of $~ from the Government of Israel 
for losses sustained as a result of the tragic attack 
on the U.S.S, Liberty by Israeli air and naval units 
on June 8, 1967. This sum represents compensation for 
injuries for which international law recognizes the 
obligation of a State to pay compensation to another 
State. To the extent pr~sented in the facts of this 
claim, the amount of compensation is based upon the 
nature anu t:XLC'nt of the i.njuries, the pain and suffer
ing sustained as a result of the injuries, and lost 
future earning capacity resulting thertfrom, if any. 
In calculating the amount, relevant international and 
domestic legal precedents have been taken into account. 

If the claimant i~ agreeable to the Department's filing 
a claim on his behalf for the amount stated, he should 
sign and dace the enclosed "Release" and return it to 
the Department in the enclosed addressed envelope. The 
FPO mail system should be used by claimants who are 
overseas and regular mail by those in the United States. 
In either event, please indicate your name and address 
in the upper left corner of the envelope under the words 
"official business." The envelope is a franked envelope 
not requiring postage. 
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In addit1on, you III"Y conclude that othor DlClllbere of 
Cangren, 8uch fli the Iretllbere of the Sefll'te Courittee 
on Foreign Ralntlon. and the House Committee on Foreign 
Affaire, and the Sen~t. and House At"lIJed ServJct:S Com
mitteel, should b. informed. 

A set of talking pofntl for infol'lntng IIll.!'lnber:s of 
Congra'l is attached. Whil. the Department will not 
is,u8 • pres. releal. concerning the pre8entation of 
the claims, it will linswer lnqulrtel from the pr ... ill 
tb. lame terms. 

Attachment I 

AI Itated. 

- --------- --------_._-----" -~~ .-.~-- ------------- ------------ ----I 

L:L/C:B1"rl.y:-=. L - M~. S,.laol (in draft) 
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Gulf, C. ~ s.r. R. Co. ~. Southwick, 30 S.W. 592 
(1895). Mother recovered for the deat~ of hor 
married dAughter on evidence that the daughter 
wal supporting her out oS: tho daughter'l hU8ban,l" 
salary. 

St. Loui. Southwostern R. Co. of Texa8 ~. Ruey, 
130 S.W. 1017 (1910). Judgment allowed for 
parentI where the decedent, their ~rried son, 
contributed mone,. and clothina to them .ftar 
hi. marrias-. Ue had aleo stated hi. intention 
of contributinl to tham in the future. 

Younger Brotherl ~. ROIl, ljl S.W. 2d 621 (1941). 
Judgment allowed to the mother, although the 
decedent WOI mdrried and bad children, where the 
evidence 'howed that he had contributed $10 per 
month to hil mother'l lupport eince the death 
of hil fathu. 

The .nnotation noted that recovery waD not allowed in 
the following cale: 

orexal Portland cesnent I\nd Lime Co. ~. Lee, 
82 S.W. 306 (1904), ar •• den. 82 S.W. 1025 (1904). 
Judgment for the parentI wa. ravereed where the 
court found tbatliliiiilthe decedent h~d contri
buted to hil ~ar~upport before hi. recent 
m&r~18ge, but not afterward. In this ca •• the 
father wal 67 and the mother 6IJ and i\\ bad health, 
and there Wal no evidence aD the income or propnt1 
.of the parent., so it i. apparent that future 
need wal pOI,ible. 

Otbe~c •• e.. 1nvOlyUl& 81\ ~dult but unmarried decedent, 
IbDilarly .etabli.h prelent iUpport.j th.d.~.rmtn.tive 
factor for a reasonable probability of future lupport: 
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IAI - iV. AtMrtOli 
IIA -

• 

Lie - 1Ir. ~rl.)' (Iubl) 
DOD/-.v, - C.pt.'. "dd •• (.ube) 
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In the Ct>II!II!illldillg Of(i( cl" 's wurds: "About 1100 (2 p. Ill.) the 

thitt jd ,Ii rt raft Wl' rc dghtl·d ill tI,l' vic illi! Y (,f the ship. i\t that lillie, 

I Welli to the sLlr\.to<tnl wing of the bd('!.:" with Illy Lirw~lI1ar~ ""d tlll!re 

,~b!'l'rved olle aircraft of similar ('haractl'ribtics, if not irlclltical, to 

the aircraft which Wt're sigJ,t{"d earlier in the day and upcJn which a 

sighting Tl'purt had uCl'n subillittcd. The rdativc bearing of this pl,me 

was «Lout 1350
, itb position angle was about(5\lto 50 degre('s, its dcvation 

appro.ximately 7,000 feet, and it was approximatel five t . 
SlX m 

frvrn the ship. It appeared to be on a para~lel course traveling in the 

same direction as the ship. While 1 observl·d this aircraft. 1 did not 

see it approach the ship directly in a hostile attitude. Within a couple 

of millutes, a loud explosio/l wa!; heard that appeared to me to come from 

the -,ort side oC the ship. (This apparentl~1 'vas a rocket launched by 

a sec ~nd airc raCt,) 1 immediately orde red the gt: I1eral ala rm to be 

sounded, and this was done. I went from the starboard wing of the 

bridge to the port wing to see the area oC damage. I immediately noticed 

tha.t the two 55-gallon gasoline drums stowed on the 01 level (one level 

above the main deck, two below the bridge), portside amid$bipli. 

were burning furiously. 

6 . -, .. 
. SECRET 

• 
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liberty HI ystery Deepens 
By ~lll\t: MII.U.K III Iss ion. \\'~,kt1 il ,·.rIler 
S:dp!,t H..t .. ."d !tlutf W,ll., d J .lth'd ".tS tu ;t- ,i;t in to, ,IIIII1U' "')It Na\'y t, ... I .. ), 11,·1\ l;',l'X' lIiloJlj""", l ,11\","1 n,n~ tlk' l'\ Jrua' 

pltil1l'd m.tjur ~.I\·II\l',tlS J( the h'.ln tlf Am", "':.,, l',tlll6f\S, 

my.le,), su""undUlg lsrael's al· MIlSnUIIlSG 
ladl JUlW 8 lin Ih' l'SS Liboriy It was 11'.111 .. -<1 laIN Ihat tile 
oIf the ,,,~.sl of F.~Yl)1 dunng the 
M,Jdl. F.a.>1 "at. l.ib..·rl)· \\., u,jllg h"r •• Ijlh,,'\i. 

l'~t.lt.<d l·k·clll"'H:~ and l"OIflIllUrY' 
'11 .. rl'nl"~lIn "1",rll'd, ho,," callu,. g"ar \u monilor m',,· 

t\'er, thai Ih .... Ioinl rhie!s of s.gtti OJf II ...... a,rulg ''OlInlr~ 
Siaff mcs'3i, ... d Ih. l~:""y I'ilr· a,ld prov,lk \\' ... ,I,inglull "'ith iD' 
Uer thaI day \0 muYe farther wlligenee informatiun 011 pro
away 'mm th~ ,· .. ,a,t1ine of the g""s of th. war. 
Sinal P,,"i"wl. Byl tht C!u~Is' -'-'fm-t'nm-t-"",tt--1!n.--1d.~..
oroerl "'t're "milirouted. ~ 
I.yed aJ1d nol I ........ iwd WlW af· 
k Ihe all.l·k," lhe D"r.n...: De
\>lrtlnl'nt .aid. 

III a ,,'nllnary of the flndin~ 
0( • N.\')' C..lrt of ilo'luiry, the 
Pen ta g 0 n laid the court 
"n>Khod no JudgmeDt" on 
",btlthrr e .. rlier arrival of the 
auell' me,. age ",igh! h.lve 
prcv~nl''II tJ.e attack. 

II KII.LED 
'I1Iirly-fnur Am_rit-311S w\'re 

killtd and about 7S ""Wl'k'CI in 
the attack by ~I planlJS and lor· 
pdo boaLs. \!or ael ha. aI'''\<'' 
gil.t.-d and !Wid her lor c e • 
thoughl the sI,ip was Egyptian. 

11>e P"ntagon .~id the C'l1W't 
c.,wd n(ll dlllt'rmil\e "by brael 
lUi)Wl:tod tI.e attack or ""ether 
any of the unidrnllfil.d plIMlS. 
p..:,wnably I, rae I 's. ,,-bidI 
Pl!Jkd n.oar the Lih..rty IS 
m!ll'b as f"e hours before lhe 
.ttl~k hltd identi!l<'d il as a U.S. 
\'1IIIe!. 

But It &aid there \\'as "ample 
c.pportunity'· for the lila... tv 
l d. n t tf y \be Liberty In the 

, "cairn, clear ",rolher" by bee' 
1./.5. Flag A!ld otlll'r markings. 

''11le CQuri amnlll'd the Ub
en)". righl to be ,,-here I1be 
wr " the Pentagon said. A Neu· 
lral ,~lIoD, the coW't stated. hal 
• legal ~ 10 di,palcb a ahIp 
laID u.ernaUoaal w.\IIIS adja, 
eenl to In /lfe. or hostIIidel. ." • 

"So lllng • such a heIItr a1 
.tdp IlIalnlaina !be impartial at· 
til. of neW1lllty. the c:o:ut 
pointed oul, ucb beIIlgeren' hu 
• duty Ie r.fnin frOlll altKkini 
ber." 

Wal Undt'f urdt·n; to stl'arn 
in an orl'3 I,.,u"dt-d 011 II~ ,,,utb 
by • llIl" t2 5 l1\il~ off Sinal. 
Eb')-pI dJillu It·, nl"ri~1 ,,·olt·rs 
oul 10 12 .nllt'S_ 

The Liberty ne\ I'f "'I'nl cln,.r 
than 136 miltS .. lid was .bnul 15 
miles uf!';hure woon .tta.-ked, 
the ~"Urt SlId. 

The Pe!1Urcon said the Juint 
't>ida onl.r,od tilt! 1~I"'rty \u 

U\'I.! .\\'ay frum Sinai "c\~n 
0", sum a 1110\-. ""u:d Ildrti"Uy 
d,'gr.d~ her III1..,ion," The cum· 
malldlllit olllc~r at'll had the IU' 
thorlty 10 mu\'e f.rII,er 10 St." 
OIl his own, Dul the ",uri ruled 
that he h,d no rt'aSoJn 10 b.·lit·VI' 
that Ihe ship Wal in dang"" o( 
0\ lack, till! Ot'l t'I\Se [).,"" rt II,., ~ 
said. 

SUK\·t:IU.ASl'E 
The Libt.-rty'5 ,kipper, C"lIIdr. -0.· ...... 0>01. Pho'o V!. U~I 

WiUiam I·. McGonallle 1,."lilied 'I1lr Drf.n .. Dt'PartJnt'nl jus! r .. \t·."", tb, .. ~ phuWl uf "I,ilwrly" 
U,a! uni!knl>!il'd "bnes had lhe undrr .1I •• k, Top, hral'li lurpt·du bull p'''.' .\wad uf lhe J.i1K'rty, , 
sh;p WIder "signllicant surveil· BoUom. UbI'")- lurD5 durlD, alhK'L f 

lallCt!" tinl'f Iimt'S btofore !he 
I~k. bul U .. !:unner ditln'! Mar him Gonagle nolit't'CI Ihll ti ... l.ibt.r· I 

At .bool • :I m. aiu.u...r !li&hl lind lim! 3 ~11OI't bu",,_ "',~~11t't' ~y'. rJ;ot! h;od ~n ohol duWII by \ -
of jeIa launcht.od the bumbing. of the Lib e r I y '5 guns IheD the all.d,;lIg p:~n'" l!nd ur·. 
5I.r.1fmg bnd n",k.oJ allack which """llIod fll'e and ~ru"k the ,"~no dered a /lew .trod lar~',. one I 
laslcod abuut !ivt! or six mlnules. ler IUI'I,,-do !»at. Cn'"..,,,,n 18~r huistl'd. I 
Comdr. McGonagle said. Abou! learned t/lat n"nll'S from. Olle Israeli boat also al"·l1\pl· 
20 minuteS laler. h" .aw three bw1ling ",!>al.boal .bo.rd lilt! cod to m .... 'ag" the Libtorty by I 
hlgh~pt'l'CIllOMts appNaching ID Liberty ll'i~ed 1M wl'ail<,D Ind na.hing lights. But the l.ih.rl)·'s 
'\be formation of I IO'ltecio ai, thlt II was unmallnl'\l \\ht'll it lights had abo lM!.,D knt.·k,od 
I.ack. fim! al U", Isra"'t boat. out, and Comdr. ~I<-Gona~l • 

Comdr. McGonagle aaid he or. Ort:Nt;;O nnE tried ,.·itbout iUccess 10 .. om·· 
~ a crewman 10 maD one of The Israeli boals then apeMd municale wllb • hund·bek\ ' 
thtt Libetty's :i4l-c:;!ioor m3t-bine fire .... ith Ih.ir gUIlll ind two tor- lamp. " 
glll15 and take the boats under pedoos, one of "'hiOO struck the 'Ibe court Nid Comtir, Mc·, 
lire. He lhoen II. the ur.clt Libt.·!1y.nd lore a 39-foot bole Gonagle. who wu p a I D full y 
nap and realiMi the prevlolll beluw Jill! wlwrline. 'I1Ie cuwt wOlllllk.'CI In' the J.g during the 
.~" by plana a..ilil have said 25 o( \lie do!od were Iiilled air auac:k lind al 1i!l'e5 had 10 
been aD accident, iwtanlly by the torpedo blasL Issue ordt!ra while tying 4,,"11, : 

TIle Penta gOD made no refer
ence \0 the ut·rty'a auIgned . 

'ItIe .kipp<,r .. id he yelled \0 Jusl I'riur \u the bailie with hu '-n ft'('Omnwlldo.od fur I cl, : 
!be cNwman to hold hia fire, the torpedo boats,Comdr, Me- '1\Jon. ! 
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2. O~ RECEIPT REFTEL EHa. ASKED FONMIN WN[THER ,PROPOSAL 
"OIJL.::> :~OON BE MADE Of:'FICIAL.L.Y. ~OTEO·AMB. RAB!N HAO RAISED 
S,~~. P~~"05AL IN WASHINGTON SEP~II' APPARENTL.Y IN iGNORANCE 
HH;..·.· ,H,D "o:~e: ON HERro'l r:ONMIN REPLIED PROPOSIIL HAS NOh' BEEN 
O~~:C!~LLY "OOFTEO, ~AELI EMBASSY WASHINGTON HAS BEEN !N. 
~J;-:Mr; p, A NO. HA!i. ~E E N,P ROPOS~;>T f;X'L, Qf:'NEWI S~ ~~u ~O !;. : t-I_ORQ,ER 
ro MAKE rEQTAIN THAT "XT IS AGREEABL.E TO OEPi. BEFORE IT IS 
Or:FICIAL.LY GIVEN EMB. 

3. S:NCE 1ATTER Of:'. NOTES HAS BEEN HANDL.E~ HERE RA!HER THAN ~
z 

• WASHING rON, EMS. UNAWARE ANY REASON WHY 'CN"rN SHOU~D HAvE 
OEC:Oe:O CLEAR TEXT DIRECT WITH DEPT. RATHER THAN iHROUGH US, 
AND !N ~Ar.T OlD NOT TELL US UNTIL WE INQUIRE~ IF DEPT. HAS 
~E(E!V~' TEXT BUT HAS NOT YET COMMENTED, SU~ST COMMENTS B£ 
M~~C ~~ROUGH uS R~THER THAN IN WASHINGTON • 

G",:J. ZURHELL.EN 
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