












Tht' ABtJu11 UII " .. tHtJull" IbY 

'tory filed from M"lta reported that ",enlor .:re\\'m~n" on the ,hip r. ere 
con~ll1\:ed the hraeh, knew the ,hip \\'a, Amen"1Il t-efore they at
taded. "Wc II.cre tl~lI1g the Star, ,Hid SIrI!lC' ,\Ild It', db,ulutel~ lin
pu"ible th,1I they shuuldn't knu\\' II.hllll.e \~ere," a u,w member ,ald. 
The Navy dl\puted the stury, ,a~lI1g the U.S "thoruughly a.:.eptl'd the 
Israeli apolugy." 

l'c:stimuny completed, A. miral Kldd hand.ulTed hllmelf tll a hu!!e 
t't}!ot ~tf tn"tlftb tttnllk .... ttl W~~hi:tpun ttl m- t:~:tmtTmi by tht: ChId of 
Naval Operaliun" Adnural M.Dur. .. ld, '" II.dl a, by Cungre"lunal 
leaders befure the II1lIG-,malted summary ,tatement lI.a, I"ued. When 
linally released, It • ... JS fur from ,umprehen\lve. It made no attempt to 
1i1l blame, fu.:usin!! almust entirely on the a.liun, uf the .:rew 

The censured summary did nut reveal that the ,hip h"d been under 
clo,e aenal sUf\eillanl'e by isr,,!1 fur hl,ur, befure the attack and that 
durili!! the pre,Cdlll!! 24 huurs hrael had repc,\I>:dly lI.arned U.S. au
thorities to muve the Libl'r/,l'. It ,.mtailled nothlllg tu d"pute the nlllion 
of mistaken idenlll). The Nav i relwrted .:rruneuu,ly that Ihe allack 
lash:d onl~ 6 minutes irhleaJ uf70 mmute, and asserted falsely that all 
firing stupped when the lI'r pcdu buats ':dme duse enuugh 10 Idenlify 
the U.S, flag. The Navy made no menllun uf napalm ur uf life-rafts 
being shot up, It t:vt:n suppn:ssl'd re.:ords of the strong breele whll;h 
made the ship's U.S. flag plainly viSible. 

The report did make om: painful revelation: Ucfure 'he alla,k the 
Joint Chiefs of Stall had ol'dered the Libn/) to move fu, .. :r 1'1 om the 
l'oast, but the messalle "was rmsrouted, delayed and nut re,eived until 
after the allack," 

Several newspapers criti,iled the Pentat!on s summary. The Nt'''' 
turk Timt's said it "leaves a g.>Od many qlll:stions unanswered," The 
Washinglull Slar used tho: word ",over-up," .:alled the summary an 
"atTront" and demanded a deeper and wider probe. Senator J, William 
Fulbright, ,hairman of the S':nah: Foreign i{elatiuns ,ummlttt:e. after a 
c\ose:d brie:fing by Secretary of State l)can Rusk, ,ailed the epl,ode 
"ve:ry embarr.1ssinll," The Slur conduded: "Whatev~r the meamng of 
this, embarrassment is no ex,use for disingenuou~n~ss." 

In early July, the Assodated Press quoted Mi,ha Limor, identified 
as an Israeli reservist who had served on one of the torpedu boat" as 
saying that Israeli sailors noticed three: numbers as they ,ird.:d the 
Libt'rly but insisted the numbers meant;: 'Ii';"b 10 I hem, 

Lieutenant James M, Ennes. Jr .• a C)'phe:r ,""er recovenng in a 
hospital from shrapnel wounds. was incre:liulous when he read the 
Limor story, He had been onicer of the deck. l-Ie knew the ship's 
name appeared in large lelle:rs on the stem and the hull number on the 
bow, He knew also that It breeze made the Stars and Stripes easily 
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170 ,[lIry Durf to Speuk Out 

\1'lhle durinl( th,' day. He had ordered a new 5-by-1I foot flag di~playtd 
carlyon the d"y uf the alla~k. By the time tile torpedo t>oah anived. 
th.: unglllalll"g had be.:n :,hut down I ut an even larger 7-by-13 foot fla~ 
Will> muunted In plaltl vi.:w frum a yardarm. He kn~w that the .. lla~~
er,. y,Tictt\cT tly air orwrtm.'1: • .:oohl flul ;1V4~ I<.nuwing il WlC> a L:.~. 
!>hlp. Abuvc all .:h.:. he knew that Liht'fly's intercept opcraturs had 
heard the '.!>racli rc~unnai"an~e pllut, ~urrectly reporting tu braeli 
head4uilrh:r, that the ,hip was Ameri~an. 

DI!>turbed by the Limur ,tury and the ellchange uf publi~ messages 
cunccrning the assault. Enne, determined to unravel the story. During 
the four munth, he wa~ bedridden at Port~ll1outh. lI:,ih:d Kinedom, he 
collected IIlfurm,ltlun from his shipmates. Later, while stationed in 
Germany. he recurd( d the recollections of other crew member.;. 
Tran,ferred to Washington. D.C .. Ite secured government repolts 
under the Freedum of Information .... ct and also obtained the full Court 
ot' Inquiry report, which was linwly, lifter nine years, d"c\assilied in 
1976 from being top secret. 

The re,ult was Enne~'s book. AHuult on the Lih:rty. publi~hed in 
19KO, two years after he retired from the Nilvy. Ennes discovered 
",halluwne!>," in the court's questillning. its failure to "folluw up on 
.:vidence that th.: allack was planned in advance"-including evid.:nce 
that radio int.:rc.:ptiun, from twu stations heard iln braeli pilot identify 
the ,hip ilS Ameri~iln. He ,aid the coun. ignoring the ,hip's log. which 
recorded a '\I:ady breele blowing alld conlirminb testimony from crew
iIl.:n. conduded .:rrono.:ou,ly that ilttack~rs may not have been able to 
identify the flag's nationality. be~ause the flag. a~cording to the ~ourt, 
"hung limp at the mast on a windless day." 

Concernilli bnu:li mo!ives for the attack. Ennes wrote that Israeli 
officials may ha',e decide\! to destroy the ship because they feared its 
scn~ltive listening devl~es would detect Isnll:li plan\ to invade Syria's 
Golan Heights. (hru~1 invaded Syria the day lifter the Liberty attack. 
despite hr.I':!" earlier acceptance of iI ceasefire with ils Arab foes.) 

Enne~ Ie '.rned that crewmen sensed a cover-up even while Ihe 
court vla~ \<lIdng testimony at Malta. He idenlified Georce Golden. the 
Libt'rty's enginel:ring officer and acting commanding officer. as the 
source of the As~uciated Press story charging that the attack was delib
erate. Golden. who is J.:wish. was so outraged at th;: prohibition 
against talkhlg wilh reporterli that he ignored iI-risking his future 
.;areer in the Navy to rescue a vestige of his country's honor. 

The Amerkar f!mbassy at Tel Aviv relayed to Washington Ihe 
only fully detailed Israeli account of the attack-the IsrllCli court of 
inquiry repo:; known as "hraeli Preliminary InquiT)' 1/6;." Tho: em-
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171l Thl'Y Durf /(I Spl'ak Out 

Critid~m of the Ennes book seemed to be coordinated on ana. 
tlOnal-evcn international-~cale. After National Public Radio read 
the full text of the book over its book-reading network. alert local 
Anti-Defamation League spokllsmen demanded and rec~ived the 
opportuniiy for a IO-minute rebuttal at the end of the series. The rebut
tal in Se:attle wa~ almost ide:ntical with a docume:nt attacking the book 
issued by 'he Ismeli Foreign Ullil:e in Jerusalem. Both rebuttals 
matched verbatim a letter criticiling Ennes that had appeared in the 
Jacksonville (Florida) 1'imt's-Union. 

Ennes's misfortunes took an ironic tum in June 1'J1l2 when ABC's 
Nightline cancelled the broadcast of a segment it had prepared on the 
I ~-year reunion of the Libuly crew. The show was pre-empted by 
cnsis coverage \.If Israel's invasion of Lebanon. which had begun the 
day before. in early 19113. Nightline rescheduled the segment. but 
once again Israel intruded; this time an interview with its new U.S. 
ambassador. Moshe Arens. took the allotted time. Meanwhile. the 
edited tape and IS reels of unedited film had disappeared from the 
studio library. (Ennes's book may have cost th~ former captain of the iU. 
fated PUl'b/o .111 appearance on ABC's "Good Morning America" tele
vision show in 19110. Hucher had been invited to New York for a pest· 
captivity interview. Suddenly the interview was withdrawn. A studio 
official told Bucher only that he: had heard there were problems "up
stairs." but thcn he asked Bucher. "Did you have a book review pub· 
lished recently in the Wushington Post!" He had indeed. a review 
whil:h heaped prolise on the Ennes book). 

Later in 19113. the Jewish War Ve:terans organililtion protested 
when the Vcu:rans of Foreign Wars qUOh:l' Ennes to support its call for 
"proper honors" for tholOC killed on the Lih,,,,y "00 agam when 
James R. Currieo. national commander of the Veterans of Fon:illn 
Wars. referred to the "murderous Israeli attack." Currieo excited Jew. 
ish wrath even more when he published in the V FW magalinc a letter 
to President Reagan inviting the White House to send a representative 
to the ~emelery to help honor the men who died. There was no reply. 

Four years after publication of AlSuulI on Iht Libl'rty. Ennes is 
still receiving a steildy now of mail and telephone calls about the 
episode. Elected by his shipmate:s as their official historian. he became 
editcr of Thl' USS Libl'rty Nl'ws/t'IIer. Meanwhile. not wishing to be 
fellere:d to an endless Mruggle of consdence. he is writing another 
book on an unrelate:d subject and trying to IeI've the Libt'rty matter 
behind. He finds it cannot bt: left behind. The book continues to gener· 
ate a swirl or contr"ver~y that will not go away. 

Another retireCl "fficer. Admirul Thomas L. Moorer. applauds En· 
nes's activities and 'itill wants an investiaation. He scotTs at the mis· 
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Thf Assaulr 011 "Auaulr" 179 

taken identity thwry, and says he hopes Congress will investigate and 
if it does not, Ite favors reopening the Navy's court "f inquiry. He adds, 
"I would like to sel' '. done, but I doubt seriously i:~at it will be a1. 
lowed." 

Asked why lIIe Johnson administration ordered the cover·up, 
Moorl'r:~ blunt . 'The clampdown was nul a~lually fur sc,urily fca~o"s 
but for domestic political reasons. I dun't think there h a~\y question 
about it. What other reasons could there have been'! Presid';;,: Johnso~ 
was wonied about the reactiull of Jewish vl'tcrs." 

Moorer says the attack was "absulutely ddibcmte" and adds, 
"The American people would be guddam mad if they knew what .. \)(5 

on." 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



nlM'flK HVI: 1'1'."'URATINli 1111, l'tHNS[S 
...r [JlH.N~E AN[J ~ I AI E 

119 "The Ic.l"" 'oJ" Tll ... 1.:holr1cr 1\ h .. ,c,1 upon ,nll:"'I('\,.\ Vllllh 17 p'ncnl "o.J humel ul11 .. ,.h 
hum lhe Ocr.mOlent ul IJefrn\C' Ihe llcr.u1mclIl ut Stolle' oIl\J the: Willie Huu\c \It here 
";UO)iJcf.t!tUIl\ ut ,-.ueer ~~Ufll)' rcfrllli. lhc\c 'hIUrl,C\ hJ\(' t)(cn h.lenllhed 

I·U Thu""" P\.UI .... dO Thum.n PI .. n ..... IOlel',",e,*. Nl'~clllt'lc, 17, I~l 
'01' J(h.:h.u.J Helna. UII""lur Oun .. 11oJ Nell. ~ul1lt!,.Ij1' Jrrlllwltm 
I"~ l.C't J .. nk .... Lc\ 1,&IIk •. mlen'lc,*. Au~u\1 Ih. I~~.' 
l.a~ lh,,,rut''' lJllclllhk,. LUler .. , I.bl¥IIIC~ lJrlellll''''. 'nICr\It: ... l\.lut'CI lI. lItH' 
l.&tl "Our ulhl.Cf\ \,'4nnUr' hr .. el" the llnl), \,lhHllr\t .... h,'e the l: ~ 1'1(111111\ \lh.h IIIIHI .. h.ln, 
'4' On LIne '-""..:.UIIJn Wilbur (" .. nc: bcl"n..J. ,"urthllUndcnloc v.,ltl the "ulhur. J.a.nu.ar~ ~j. 1'401. 
I"X ,"uun" rc..:41h Arl\Jfe .. 'iuun~. mleo" ... Mol)' 10. I~), 
I .. g Youn, fe'tllned .,: Sec ~h..pler hlru 
I""' Thl~ dcnt", N, ... nul.. S<plcmbcr 1. I"'N. 
IS2 The pCrpclrillur '*.u: """111",,,'011 PUJI. n.1., .. h 2. 'lin, 
15) Are .. d_)'\ Ko'uJlIIIIN'1II1 PillI. "Cbruoi''r 18,1"'71. 
15) When he 'col" J"me. (; Abourcl~,lnlcruc,*. AUMu"Il I. IYtW 
I SJ AblJuruk lrac" unnl,;,,;u'l.full) l.call\lolliun ,*it'l. mlrwu .. ctJ III I'AW lu Ph,)'t ItJe I ,rilcl Vtlth u~n 

U.S. hn.n-:ln. (UI Ih (u,cl~n ".tJ "''''''tIlIC\. Sec -:tuPICI IMO 

1,5.t The (pewdc l.:olu\ottJ' AmN'l.WlJor Juhn (.'. WC'l.t. mlcn-Ic", Apollg, IW) . .d,u",c ,V,.' tVii 
Ti"'tl, ApIII ~U, I\IMO. 

U~ WUI rCl.:illh,. Nt .. · tuti T'".,J, Apnl 20. IWO. 
I~~ If w. Ihe: In the ...... , u( the AWACS 'tulc.the UmletJ SI..aIC\ llI,cel.l IfJ buo'tlthc le .. el u( ",1.1 tu 

IUllel by $100 mllllun per )ur (ur .. pen ..... of fuuI )('"n, 
I~ Udore ICoIvln. hi,. W"JII'IIN'(.II PUJ'. J.IlU",., 2 ... I~I 
I~ L. Dc.n Uru ... n L (lceln Urolltn.lOle"",c,*. J4Inu<lry 1"501. 
ISS H.' .... kJ s.untJcn, It H4Iruld Solunl.lcn.lOlcf'WlCw. M .. y I". I~J. 
IS~ S<el)C pmputnh a: TaJ"oll SCel)e.lnlen'cv... Mol), I ... IWI] 
1~9 Ur),cn "ill PubhI,;IY'V,jtftJt ",/4. July ~7. 1981./0.. IoIJ. hbru.&1)' I~. IW~. /'o,'t"tt'l"tu'rJ"'" ... M.y 6.1'111). 
160 '~,mna the tontrovcn'p" ,,"'lShi"N"'" p(JJt, "pnl b. 1'17 •. 
IbO He t.tcr IcO· J'''IJIt WI,.iIW.,hm,IUI1. OCt. July 17-~). I~], 
.fIO lndcc..t • JU\"~c: Memorandum (rum Juhn it, ~\"Ill. OIlC( of the Inlcrrw.1 SCI.:UllI)" Sc(hun. 

Crlmu",) 1>1\"1",,". 10 Ptullp O. HCYnll.nn. Au!'tltln. AHoUle)" Gencr .. I.l'l1manJ.1 Olu" ... n. 
IbO An FUI \umnwt). I" TI.", r""/J. Apnl n.M.y \. I~\, ~"lJlIllI ."0.,,1,1.. Mol) l"tI~. 
Ibl AlJml~1 Tbom,\U Moortr' AtJmuiLI Thorn.", MUlIr". IOle"le ... AUIlU\1 ~4. IWI) 
1M llun", I "''', D,wII</ S." /oi, .. , 11lcL.an.J. f".I. "'u~u" II. I ... ) •• 1>" ' .. l'l~ Tw",. Au.u" I~. Iwn. 
16) The nne, m: WlJJllilixtuli POJI. AUIU\I 10. 191U, 
11>4 I.e. 1111"', JIIII.I. onl .......... "'U,U.I 16. I'lli!. 

CH"'PTER SIX THE ASSAULT ON "ASSAULT" 

16.$ 1bt t('l'~C; A..tm. Thomu L Moorer. Inlcnlc..,. Au¥u\1 ~ ... 11JtIJ. 
166 The ub",.,. Set hme, M. Ennc," Jr,. Aua .. l, u .. fI., Llblll). 
1b6 h,..h Ch,.r or Sialr, N, .. y"" T"" ... June I. IWl7. 
166 AI " A.~.· !J S. M.n"llltJIIt .. t, P/lcttJlIIliJ. June 1\17 •. 
167 Admi"" Do""'~ E", •• : Adm. DonoJd E", ••• '.Ier" .... Au,",1 N. 1 .... 1. 
16' TIoc p"ne" Se. E.ne,. op. '''. 
1611 "'."dcnlloh.>o. lC«pl.d. N,.· Yu,' T.m", lune 10. IWl7. 
1611 Smith Hcmp1tone. (UIClan: WUJ#UIt,"'It s,~,. June lb. IVr67, 
16.1 TIoc Pe.II..,. tined: Us. /oi, .. , .1141 W",IJ H'fW'I. June ~6. IWl7. 0./,." Un",,";,". !Xlubc, 1111 I. 
169 l'he 'OlIn: N, .. Y"" Tim ... June II. 1'167. 
169 -r .. "mony ''''''picl.d. A~mlllll' "'~m'roJ 1 __ K .. Id. in'."' ..... 0<10>1><,7. IW!. 
1< .' Wh •• r"lIl1y relcucd: Otlio;. ur "' ....... ·1 Sc.:,.lor} ur Ilcrc ... "'IIbl", "'IT .. " I ..... , reic ... , 

June 28. 1967. 

16'1 Tbc ,'nlUred tUmrnal'): enn". Aua,"t "" t.t L,b"ry. 
169 TIoc repun tbd: Ntw YIN' Tim", JUDI N. 1'167; II"' ... W.,.lift_'"" PUll. June JO. 11167. 
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I"" n.. ........ t""*"· ........ ""* 7'''' .... lutr t. 1%1. 
1b9 The WUJ~""Nh'" Slu' \+'UJhlllthJtl Slur. June lO. 1%1. 
1ft.. In (I"~ Jul) St_ )'0'. r,mtJ. luly 7, IW,7. 
170 Llculc:n.t.hl J.IIne .. M ERoc .. , mlcr-,Ic", Apnl .'0. I~l 
PO I:.nnc\ iJl\.;u~erc\J "\h.JhJ .. ncn" I:n"(\, .-\11L11111 "II tltt Ldltfrr 
no f-:nnc\ 1("lTled tholt IbuJ. \cc &I~. upe 8~I:t"'" "cbnJ.u) I~. IW2. 
171 llK (mb",\) me"",,, Ibid. 
111 Enne\ bcllC~"c\ Ih" Sec .\',HWI!U/ HtUh', ScplCnlNr 5, 1,*7. 
171 Anl)lhcr fC~u(\t lUI t-.nnn. Ihleol('III', ApnllO. 1"IK1. 
171 II poIr.llclcd the O,}"", 1:.1""IJ"hJ.llt.:l~r 1'41 
11~ Plltb/" CUHlm .. n.Jc:r l.h))d '-'mdr. Lloyd N. llu~hc'. IOler" 1('111', ApnllO. III~). 
17) lJu~hcr Ic""I1\ hll'W Ibid. 
171 I\Jnllrotllhum4' L Moorer" ~h"'l{Cf. mlcnolc", 'u&u'12".III~) 
"4 EnoC\ "Iuu1c\J" Enne" AJWIII"", thr LII,,,,.,, ~"\O \« 1\11 .", "'1)1111"'01, September IIIK2. 
174 AdmHiai PIoh'lOler WonJ C"rull"n llll'1I1 I' ,"'llllll",. June 22. IW2 
174 EHn lomb \1 one tn\..:nplhJn\: us~ Lilt"'" "',,,,, 1/'''0. (lc..:emt-.fr 1'lB! 
174 A fc .. ..1.)\, White Huu~ mcmorlll1dum hum J4lIl\(\ U Crvn Iv HllIr) M..:Phc,\un. June :0. 

1~7 

175 Mnpondlnl( IIJ lhe' While Hoo\e memonaruJum hom HIlT) p.,h:Pher\On 10 J",rn U Crou, 
175 While W .. \hlo""lO cn&Allcd, Enllen, AUiU\1 !'I. 1'At), 
175 Y,llh.k N. .. htn. millta,y ¥llltu .. kibtn. Hub," ,\1"'"""1. 
175 L),nfJun Juhn"un'\ u .. n PrC\hJenl L~n.Jon Johnwn. ~'~II"'~" P"lnl, 
175 AT'hou~h hl\ \I,n.lu,c Thc\c un..!CI ~1.lcd numbcn n:l1c":l C\llm.IU .. hl~ h "prurcd m \Orne 

ne\np;apcn bdun the fulI":4\uilll)' Io:uunt ... ,u k.nu .. n, Sec N, .. )'u,.&. rllnts. Junc 'i. 1~1. 
\ol'iJJlUIIJI'hlli P'IJ' ... oe V. 1W,7 

1760 Mu\hc 0 .. ),,0. I..!enllficd· Mu\hc D .. .,..n. ll"" .,{ ,''--'' LtI" 
1760 The ..: •• n'c"up. Ko'l.ullllli""'" PUll, Jul.,. 1M, I'I~:. Ennc:\. mlcl'\<lc .... Autlu\1 10, I~M\ 
i 1b The M'u"'u }.>u,"u' \,IuolOlIon. lucn I,om Ihc du\! J..:kcl 01 Ennc.. """",, ,," ,~, I.,hn" 
17b JO<lm&/J>1 Sc)mour Hcnh ulIcrlrum Sc)m"", H."h 10 Roben l.oonu, ullLlllllum II"" .. , 

1~7'I. 
17ft A c.ller' Enou. 10Ien\c\ll'. ApnllO. IW}, 
In A, the rc\uh "f,JJI, l::uJt P"JP'ff"~. Junc IIIMI. 
177 Tl&Jk \hu .. ho'll. Enne,. IDtcn~ .... ApnllO. I~}. 
In At the m"II.llon Ibl~, 
17K Afler N.llon.t.1 Pubh .. Ennn. Intcnlc •. Apnl .la. IW}, 
t7H !'.nne" t>w~ m.ay: Uu.;her, IOlc"'."'. "Pili 10. I~U. 
1711 utc, In IlIMl J,.tI!'uli \""'~IU tm.,...zlnel. ArnL'MoI),'June. IYll 
17M Another rctlred "m,cr: tAUUfCr. mlenlc .... AUIIU\t ;: ... IW}, 

CIIAI'lER SEVEN CIIAI.LlNGES TO ACADEMIC FRlliXlM 

110 ('tJOhJm .. lur Juo"th.n Kculcr: Infunrutll\tn un thl\ .lkI ,uh\Cqucnl PoIII~\ .t'UUI AIPAC', 
1\11111\:.1 Le .. ..scr,hlp lle'fclupmcnt PtOl,.m .",loI'l&el) dr .... o hum pu~h\: rem • .,k\ b~ JUn.lth.n 
Kc\\lcr R\4dc.l .. n AIPAC ... u,.,\hop In Wol\hln,1on. JUM 12. I~), 0100 htcr .. ture tJl",tnbulc.,s 
II the .... '''bhop. &I,u \cc "/P .... C ('olltllt GMIJt t.JpvJlni' lilt ",."·h,,,,1 {''''''P''IJlIt cHI 
(''',"PUI, .'11'61,1...,11 Htp",'. Au~u\t IU, IW4. 

III E~"II~ S .. ~,. l~ ... ,~ S .. ~. 1n1t"" .... lul) :0, I'IIIJ. 
IU The H..,';u~ Je .. "h GCUfI. UIllwll. lu,mer H""II~ I .... tWcnl wlw helped 0'101\11< lhe 

c,"enl. Inlcl'\< IC .... June ~ I. I'lli), 
Ull When thl\ 1 .. 1, ... lI,m~,J /.~ .. ' H,nJtJ. Mill' 7. lW2, 
IU S. .. ,.I mcmhcn uI /lun·u,J I .... H"",J. Apol JO. 1'1112. 
111 AIo:,ordlnlllo lhe, U..,' .. "fJ /.~ .. , H,n.".J. '-by 6 ...... }. 
I... Noun Chum.ky, worid' Noun Cho"nky, kllcr I" ,II< luthor.luly IU. I'lliI 
liS When tnc nwnlhh: JunCt s\;hamU\. IOlcntCw. January ~S. ICHer 10 the ilUltwr. J.nuM)' ~9. 

1'1114 
III The <ampu. J ... "h· n..,I, C u,tf",",U" t U .... ",ly ,.r C.hIOf1UilIl Bc,l.le)l. ApIII II, 1'1112, ,.1 The 10110""., "'cck llu,',. Cultf",",u", ApIIII., I 'Ill. 
I.~ T1tc ne.1 d.). /)ull, Cultf",",u •. APIIlll, 1'112. 
'IS Whtle he ... \, hmn Sdwnul. Jellcr 10 lhe lulhor. JIOII.1ry N. I ..... 
116 In an ,"Icn-Ie.: l'g,. ff""CUnJ £.1.""'''''' O!;luber :5. 11M2. 
Illb lie luI~ lhe· Ilully Cultf"'.'u". o.:lobc, :0. 
Illb D'An .. "''' ,'""ked: Joltn D'An .. , ,nl.nte ... Jul) •. I'lli!. 
Illb H • ...J lhat: Am."" o..~l W,IJr.fIU .. ,cn,,) uI Anluno. 1110""". Mlloh I. IQliJ. 
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Il." ;under in CllId, U,S, AlIlleU hJl,,~, EllIllp,), a~l-ing 

that th, lAhal)' be nutllieu th"t its a~slgned op.:r"tln~ arc" was 
"tur guiuan\.'e only anu nwy be \'ari,u ,,~ 1L','al ,'unullions \.Ii\:
tale," The Ubi.'fly ",a~ tu be in~tru\.'teu, Iww\:\er, th"t it ",as tu 
stay 2U nautical miles {rom the co,,~t (If Ll:)pt, and 15 nauti,al 
miles frum hr,!c!.'" \Ph"iuU~ iiimuctJui1~ had sn th~ mimmum 
di~t'lIl\.'eS at 12,5 alld 0,5 miks respe"tivdy) 

It W.IS a fairly routine dl,lIlge uf orders prompteu, a\.'\.'uruinf, 
tu the JCS fa(.:t-tinding team, by a ljuestiun raised by the Cilld 
of Na\'al Oper"tions conl.'Crning the pruuen\.'1! of ~l'nding the 
Libal)' ttl a po~ition su du>\.' to the arc" 01 .Illstiilties, Tim mes
sage was assignel' a "priority" pr\;,cdelll.:c, as "as usually thl! 
casl! i" ,hanges uf uperation,,1 orders under "normal" ,ir,um
st'IIKes. Finally, worry had crysUilled into . ',o!\e ,ml! thl! 
~'I\) was tal-ing steps to mU\'e the Libal.\' out of haflll's way,· 
Uut this e\fort was 1I0W U\ ert"l.en by \.'I;,ulllstaIKcs. 

SOl1letilll~ :11 the I"te afternoon or carly e\ening of June 7, 
probably Just aft~'r the routine "move" orJer was given, thl! 
NSA karned, from an intdligen\.'e rcpurt cmanating from thl! 
Ulli,e of the U,S. Ddcn~c Attache in 'I'd A\'iv, that brad was 
planning to attack till: Ubaly if her cour~1: w"s lIot ,·hanged. t 
The NSA reacteu ljuickly. initi.lting through the JCS Joint RI!
cUllllai!Uance Cl!nll:r an extraordinary effort to warn anJ n:posi
tion thl! Llbt'fl)'. The NSA and or thl! Ch:d of N'I\'"I Oper"tillns 
conia,tl!d Captains ~h:rriwdl Vinl!yard and Sam Rurex, Jr., at 
JCS-J RC, who in turn onkreu Major Un:cJllwe in their oflkl! 
to phone U.S, Na\'al l:':<ldljuarters in Europl! to get thl! ship 
moved. This time, the Libert)' was to stay 100 nautical miles 
aW<lY from the C(lasts of Israel. Syri." ;\nd Egypt. \U 

In ,\.'\\;r<ll respects this action "'<IS unusual. First, the order 
folillwed by only I hour anu 2U minutes a pn!\'illus oruer to rl!
po~ition thl! ~hip. Sl!cund, it employed ,'oicl! communications to 

• ('hI.' JCS·JI(C rek,t\CI..I lht'!l. nU:'!I.\Jgc to lhe Arm) (\)llImuna~.'"\I", C .. 'n"."r "I the Pcn· 
1.1'''" .1 II JU I' M Uulll "'", lIul .,lu.lI) ><:111 ,'II Iu l:SU~CLUK uilill ~ SS Ihe lieu 
mllitullb! 
t I"Ur,hC:1 1..11.'1.11" .shuut du~ 11:1"1(1(1, anl..l ahuut Ic:~"mony un It \uh\t',\u,,'nll)' rHC\Cntc:~ 10 
Itn; ()dc:mc Sutl\:UmllllHC( \.11 the I tULlK Comnlllh:': "''' AI'prupu.alhJI1!1 .au: PJu\'uJcd 
1.lel III IhlHhJ,llCr, 
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"Rmrember lire Liberty .... " 219 

Johnson on the matter of territorial inll·grity. Ambassador Bar
bour elaborated: 

Letter will add that [government of hI Jell has no, repeat 
no" intcnti?n t.ak.ing advantagll .01' situatio~l to enlarge its 
terntory, !lJat hopes peace can be restored withlrl present 
boundaries, that it also hopes contliet can be l.x:alized and 
in this regard asks our help in restraining any Soviet initia
tive}1I 

As the IDF demolished from the air unit after unit of the 
armies of Egypt and Jordan in the first two days of fighting, 
however, some of Israel's resolve to restore peace "within pres
ent boundaries" began to wane. On June 7, Secretary of State 
Rusk informed a meeting of the National Security Coundl that 

At the beginning it seemed that Israel was not seeking ter
ritorial acquisition, but Ambassador Barbour feds they will 
want Shrum el-Sheikh and straightened-out borders. 19 

But Israel wanted and intended to take a good deal more 
than that. Later on that same day, June 7, the administration 
received a hint, in the traditional way, of the rapidly expanding 
horizons of Israel's territorial ambitions. David lirody, Director 
of the Anti-Defamation League of the B'Nai B'Rith, came to 
the White House to speak with Larry Levinson and Ben Watten
berg of the President's staff. The Jewish community of America, 
he said, was concerned that the administration DC' rerce Israel 
to "lose the peace" after it had WOD the war, as h .. d been the 
case with Eisenhower after the Suez War. Brody suggested that 
in future public statements on the war, the President ought to 
stress the "peace, justice and equity theme," and should specifi
cally nol mention "territorial integrity." In a mem" to the Presi
dent, Levinson and Wattenberg allowed that this was good 
advice: 

It would neutralize the "neutrality" statement and could 
lead to a great domestic political bonus-and not o.lly from 
Jews. Generally speaking, it would seem that the Mid·East 
crisis can tum around a lot of 
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oHkers and crew. After completing the form, he retired. At the 
bridge, the offker of the deck was Lieutenant Malwll1l Watson. 
And precisely at 1l:39 P.M. local time, as instructed, Watso'l or· 
den:d, "corne left to course OW." The Libt:rty, still steaming at 
ten knots, hove left to a course due cast, mure or Ie,s p"ralld to 
the coastline. As the skies darkened, the lights trom Pert Said 
appeared in the distance off the starboard side. 

At the lDF Central Coastal Command in T d Aviv. aerial 
ri!COiiiiaissaiiCc: reported the change in the Libi'TTY'S course. 
which was duly noted 0:1 the control table. The ship was repre
sented by II green symbol. indicating a neutral craft. Strictly 
speaking, that was true. But the '_hip'S markings, CiTR-S, ten 
feet high on both sides of her bow, identltied her in JUlle's flgllI
jng Ships as a signals intelligence ship. The Liberty W,I~ now 
steaming on a course toward a point on the hraeli coust midway 
between Tel Aviv and the naval base at Ashdod. 

The lDF command did not have to consult JUlie's Fi~hti"g 
Ships to learn the eavesdropping capabilities of thl.! LIberty. 
Modii;1-lsraeli military intelligence-had close werking rela
tionships with the CIA and the US. Defense Department. The 
Israelis knew well that close in, the Liberty could intercept tacti
cal communications, suc" as: 

• Messages to and from the hrigade and division headquarters of 
lDF units still fightin~ in Jerusalem and the West Bank, in 
vil)lation of a UN cease-fire that had just gone into effect. 

• Movement ordds for units that, on the evening-morning of 
June 7-8, were being rushed from the Sinai and Jordanian 
fronts to the northern Galilee border with Syria, in prepara
tion for an invilliion that wo~.:d widen the war and enrage Is
rael's European and American allies. 

• Side-looking radar emissions, and radio communications in a 
peculiar idiomatic English, between specially equipped night
Hying RF-4C's and the "abandoned" French airbase in the 
Negev not far from Dimona. 

It was dark now around the Liber,y as she ste'lmed on due 
east, engines thumping. Most of the crew had turned in. On the 
ship's forecastle, seamen still manned the forward gun tubs, 
peering into the night. "Modified Condition of Readiness 3," 
Lieutenant tVatson moved to and fro on the brightly lit bridge. 
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226 TAKING SlOES 

At about 10:00 P.M., the ship's "resear~'h department" detected 
jets-identified as Is, aeli by Liberty's sophisticated radar-sens
ing equipment-circling th.: ship in the night distance. 

Stmngely, fire-control radar was being directed at the ship. 
The planes were i'oming their rockets in on the Liberty. A small 
group g!!titeft:ti itt tI~ eomftltttt~';Stions center and, playfully, 
employed the ship's electronic countermeasure (ECM), or 
"spoof," equipment to distort her radar ill.age and send it back 
to the planes, making the ship appear a fraction of its size one 
time, several times its siz~' the next.· For form's sake, the com
munications technicians filled out a contact report, but it was 
never sent on to NSA Headquarters by the officers in the re
search centl~r. First Class Petty Officer Ch,ules Rowley remem
bers that no one took the contact very seriously. The planes, 
after all, were Israeli, and -hey were only playing games. 

But they were not playing games. At about the time this 
small group gathered around the Liberty's radar screen, the Of
fice of the U.S. Defense Attache in Tel Aviv sent a startling 
message back to U.S. Army Communications Center in Wash
ington by code telegram: the IDF was planning to attack the 
Liberty if the ship continued to move closer to the Israeli coast! 
This "bomb" arrived at the NSA either just before or just after 
the NSA Director dispatched me~sage 2104Z t to the JCS re
questing that the Libmy be moved west "to satisfy technical 
requirements."30 At the time (11:40 P.M. ship time), it will be 
recalled, the ship was steaming east, tl)ward Tel Aviv and Ash
dod. Had the JCS been able ( .. nd they were not) to relay the 
message to the Liberty as requested by the NSA, the ship would 
have had to turn 180 degrees and proceed due west into the 
coastal waters of Alexandria, Egypt's largest naval port. The 
idea, clearly, was just to get it away from Israel. 

11 was at this point (2230Z) that the JCS Joint Reconnais
sance Center initiated the two transatlantic telephone calls and 
two messages, "immediate" precedence messages, all within the 
space of two and a half hours, in a frantic effort to move the 
ship away from coastal areas. Technical requirements indeed. 

one Libtrl)'. ECM equipmenl Was 01 Ihe lal.>I. mo.1 sophi>lical.d Iype, dcwgnaled 
ANISSR·20, anJ wa. opo:raled uU Ihe 5-/001 di.h on Ih. ship's 10reCallle. 
tZ denoles Grttnll/leh mean lime, i C., Iwo hoil ... urlier Ihan Libtrl}' (or Israeli) local 
lime in il> positiun on June 7 and 8, 1%7. This IS Ihe Ihird lime lone menlioned in Ihe 
ehapler .",llhi. may be IOmewhal ronlusing lu Ihe reader. In Ihe inle,e" 01 accuracy, 
bulll .. er, Ihe aulhu, ha, decided 10 indicale lhe zones. 
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"Rt'IIlt'IlIber lire Liberty .... " 227 

But all ml:ssages and all ~'opil:s o. m~ssabCs to the Libaty from 
the JRC, CINCUSNAVEiJR, USCINC'EUR, and evcn COM
SIXTIIFL T, only a few hundred miles from the LibL'rly, we.e 
mi~.ruuted or delayed in the hopelessly convoluted chanl1l.:ls and 
pmt~dures of th1; Ddeme Department '3 WOfluwiik Cottlluuni· 
cations system. 

Dawn on the morning of June 8 brought .mother beautiful, 
clear day in the eastern Mediterranean, with light breezes and a 
calm sea. The aenal rel:onnaissance nf the ~hip began at 6:00 
A.M. local time.· A lumbering Imll.:li Nord 2501 Noratlas cirded 
the ship slowly, wh:!\! on the bridge Ensign John Scott studied 
the ~1lalle with binol:ulars. At 7:20 A.M., Lieutenant James 
Ennes replaced Scott as O((icer of the Deck. A n\!w flag, mea
suring five by eight feet, was ordered for the ship'S tripod main· 
mast, as the high· speed trip from Rota had badly sooted the old 
0111,;. Every person on the bridge-for thllt matter, every person 
on the ship-was well aware that th J ibmy was in a war lone 
and was being examined very, very carefully. 

<\: 9:00 A.M. the Liberty's operating orders required her to 
mak~ a sharp right-hand turn, r.:duce speed to five knots, and 
double b'lck in a westerly direction, roughly parallel to the 
Egyptian coast north of EI Arish. As Ennes ordered the turn, 
the Liberty was 25 miles from Gala and less than 30 miles from 
the nearest point on the Israeli coast. And as the turn was being 
made, another plane-this t;me a jet aircraft-reconnoitered 
the ship at a distance. And •. gain at 10:00 A.M., two rocket
armed, delta-winged jets circled the ship three times, this time 
close enough for officers on the bridge to see the pilots in the 
cockpits with Dinoculars. Curiously, the jets did not seem to 
have any markings. 

By now the sun was high and off-duty crew members began 
to accumulate on the forward decks on blankets and lawn chairs. 
Sunbathing was the order of the day. Thus it was that a great 
many crew members saw tl.e Noratlas flying box.:ar return, cir
cle the ship, and then pass directly over the Liberty at a "very 

·The accounl of lhe inlt",e aeri.lreconnaii\ance during lhe houn from 6:a:J A.M. 10 
1:00 P.M. is laken mainly from Jim Enne>'. book, ,hldU/I on Ihl L,bmy, I'p. 50-60. 
Ennu was Ollicer of lhe Deck on lhe .h.p during lhl5 colire period and pcno"ally 
wilne.w:d c.ch oV.rftiShl and laler vcrili.d hii rc,olleclloni in inle",.w, wllh several 
olher crewmen. Scaman G.or~c Wil",n, who Will looking oul on lhe bndge Gnd forecas
tic durinalhi. w'l,h, nrilied Ennes', accounl of lhe reconnai ... ncc in. Meplwne inln
vicw wilh lhe IUlh"ll. 
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234 TAKING SIDE!' 

was not at the same slale of alert or readinr.ss (vis-a-vis armed 
planes, suited pilots, and steam to the catapults) and was unable 
to ready planes in time for launch before the whole affair w"s 
canceled. Within minutes of the Saratoga's launch, Rear Admi
ral Lawrence R. Geis, Commander of Carrier Ta~k Force 60, 
issued an order to recall the planes, and minJtes after that, the 
planes were back Oil the Saratoga's Jecks. Thus ended the one 
rescue effort that might have provided timely asslstanc," to the 
Liberty. 

For the next hour and a half, while planes and MTB's sav
aged the Liberty, the Defense Department (and presumably the 
White House) discussed a second rescue effort. Finally a deci
sion was taken and a launch made (from both the Saratoga and 
the America this time) just minutes before the formal adnlission 
and apology was received from the gO\'ernment of Israel in Tel 
Aviv. And again a recall order was issued" and again the planes 
responded within minutes. By this time, the Liberty was flo,lIing 
dead in the water, trying to repair her vital systems, and await
ing the coup de grace that, mercifully, never came. 

Night would fall and another day would dawn before the 
Liberty would see its first help from the Sixth Fleet. Sixteen 
hours passed in which th.: LIberty saw no U.S. plane or ship, 
and was not even checked at a distllnce with a flyby. The Rus
sians offered help, though. At midnight on June 8, a Soviet 
guided-missile destroyer drew alongside the Liberty and SC.lt a 
message by flashing light: 

-Do you need help? 
-No, thank you. 
-I will stand by in case you need me. 39 

If the Defensi! Department's actions to recall the rescue 
planes were fast and efficient, they were nothing compared to 
the speed wilh which officials in Washington, and particularly in 
Congress, hcgan to "explain" the.: attack on the U.S.S. Liberty 
to the American people. The message from the U.S. Defense 
Atta'ltc's Office in Tel Aviv stating that the government of Is
rael had reported an "erroneous" attack on a U.S. ship ("ma\/be 
Navy ship") was sent to Washington at 10: 14 A.M. EDT. Natu-

, there were no casualty available at this time, for no 
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"Remember tile Liberty .... " 235 

sidered herself to be umkr attack. (The feinted attacks by the 
motor torpedo boats continued until approximately 11:15 A.M. 
EDT.)40 The Uberty was just too busy trying to stay alive to 
begin to assess and report, until almost noon Washington time. 

The first report on casualties from the ship itself was relayed 
back to Washington in COMSlXTHFL T situation report S, con
tained in COMSlXTHFLT mes~age OSl621Z, i.e., at 12:21 A.M. 

Washington time. The report said, among other things: 

Casualties (approximate): four dead, three severely 
wounded, 50 wounded. 

Obviously thi~ was a first, rough estimate oC casualties and a 
gross underestimate at that. 

The Deknse Department's Assistant Secretary for Public 
Affairs, Philip Goulding, issued the first official word on th.; at
tack to the American people in press release 542-67, wlll.:h, 
"fler stating that the Israeli government had "informed" the 
Unit.:d States that the attack had been made in error, and had 
apologized, went on to estimate casualties at 4 dead and 53 
woundee\. The Defense Department has informed the author 
that this release was made at 11:50 A.M. EDT, but that seems 
unlikely. in view of the fact that COMSLXTHFLT situation re
p<'rt 8 was not received in Washington until 12:21 A.M. EDT. 

The House of Representatives convened at noon on June S. 
After a speaker or two addressed the suo ject of saline water. 
Representative Roman Pucinski from 1I1inois asked the consent 
of the House to sp(;;ak for one minute. He said: 

Mr. Speaker, it was with heavy heart that we learned a 
little while ago of the tragic mistake which occurred in the 
Mediterranean when an Israeli ship mistakenly attacked an 
Amcrio;an ship and killed four boys and injured and 
wounded 53 c·hers. 

These are the tragic consequences of armed conflict; 
such mistakes happen frequently in Vietnam. 

It would be my hope I.hat this tragic mistake wi1l not 
obscurl;; the traditional friendship we in the UniteJ States 
have with the people of Israel. The Israeli Government a1· 
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Pudnski went on to :,dd a few hopes that hostilities would cease. 
When Till' CVl/brl'ssiVI/(// Rl'cvrJ printed the proceetling of that 
day, Pudnski's speech was appropriately entitled "Tragic Mis
take. " 

At about the sallle time that Pudllski spoke, 12:30 P.M., Sena
tor Jacob Javits was committing a similar act on the !luor u[ the 
Senate. The first li"e paragraphs o[ Javits's "remarks" on that day 
contained live scparate references to the accidental nature o[ the 
attack. lie even explained how such a mistake could occur: 

Mr. President, I Illu~t say that it is a great tribute to the 
valor o[ the troops o[ Ismel that this Illorning I have heard 
Sen.nor after Senator say that while they were terribly dis
mayed and saddened by this accident, they understood how 
it could take place under the terrible stress which the forces 
of Israel have been under in these last few weeks.4~ 

FOREKNOWLEDGE AND 
FOREWARNING 

About a \\eek after the attack on the ship, Sccrctary of State 
Rusk attended a meeting of NATO Foreign Ministers in Luxem
bourg. Rusk was genuinely disturbed at the events surrounding 
the Lihm,Y affair, and spoke candidly, though pri\ately, to 
NATO Secretary-Geneml Marllio Giovanni Brosiu and to sev
eral others in ath:ndance. After Rusk's departure [rom Europe, 
U.S. NATO Ambassador Harlan Clevelallll cabled to Under
secretary of State Eugene Rostow: 

Quite apart from Newsweek Periscope item, Secretary's 
comments to Brosio and sel'cral foreirn ministers at Lux
embourg about Israeli foreknu\\ ledge that Li/laty was a 
U.S, ship piqued a great deal of curiosity Ulllong NATO 
delegations. Would appreci:lte guidance as to how much of 
this curiosity I can satisfy, and when.4.l 

The Nl'I\'SI\"'l'k "Periscope" item to which Cleveland referred 
had appeared on the ne\l,:;st:lOds about three to four days pre
vious!y. and included the following passage: 
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'I AKI~;(j SIIJLS 

in~utth:il.'nl l(l(orlllaliun hd"11.' il lu 1ll,1"~' a juugllll.'n! Ul' 
Ihl.! rl.'a~Ull> tur Ihl.! UI.!I.'I~jt"l1 by bradl alrl'l,,1l alld lIl11tur 
wrpl.'uu buals lu attal.'k, 

Anu lall.'l III Ihl.' II.!XI: 

In a~ Illudl as litis "as nol an inll.!rnallun~11 i(l\I.'~ligaliun, nu 
l.'\iJI.'IKI.' ".IS prl.'sl.'nll.'u on '" hclhl.'r any uf Ihl.'~1.! airl'laft 
hau IJl.'nlilil.'u /.ibmy or "hl.!lhl.'r Ihey hau pa\,.u ;'ny in
fOrln:Jlion un Li/h'Ily on 10 Ihl.'lr own lughl.'r hl.!<luquartl.!rs, 

Thl.' sUIllIll~Hy '" <IS abo c<lrdul 10 I.'xphlin Ihal Ihl.' facl uf Ihl.' 
appuinlllll.!nt of Ihl.! court uiu nul m!.';!n Ihal anyun!.' in Ihe De
fensc Dl.'partllll.'nl was al fault: 

Cunvening uf such an inquiry is a nurlllal prucl.'Jurl.', CUIll
munly empluyed after any seriuu:; aCI:llknt ur inl.'lul'nt re
!.ulting in subslanlial I"ss uf life ur uamage tu a ship. Thl: 
fact uf its cunvening dues nut, uf itsdf. indit:atl.' an asslIl1lF' 
tiun by the Navy that anyunc III the Navy is at fault. 47 

There W<lS anuther br<inch uf the U .S. ~,I)\;:rnment, huw!!ver, 
that was litth: interesleu in the inlernatiunal implications of the 
affair, or in ''l:u\'ering ass" within the Defense Department. The 
Ddens.: Subcommittee of the i luuse Cummittee on Appro
priatiuns was charged with respunsibility fur ddense bud~;:t 
allocations, including those for the department's Wurldwide 
Communicatiuns I;~twork. Certain aspects of the Liberty affair 
seemed to the suhcommitt!!e, in the days after the attack, to 
ha,"e implication~ for the effectiveness of that (;ommunications 
network. 

Wiihin tla: Defense Subcommitt!!e as it was constituted in 
the Wth Congress, a group of live members constituted the in
telligence ",orkic~ group, dealing more or less infurmally with 
appropriatiuns pertaining tu defensl! intelligence mailers, includ
ing communication~.· Over time, the working group and its stall 
h· .. d devclupel! a procedure fur dealing with intclligence-rdated 

• 'lllc\!: b.-e m<,"he" wcr. Georgc " Mahon. TCI~S, Chairman: Rohen l. F. S.k.s. 
numb; J.nll~ L. \Io11l'l<n. 1.""''''1'1''; Fran~ T Uuw, Ohl"; and (jl<n.,<lI'. L.lp",vmb, 
ralolurn,. In 1.1<' yr .... Ih. 1010, mal IOI",logen .... wur~IOg gruup wuuld e,ul,. uno. 
lurlllill .lanwng .ubeum","'e. w,lblD Ihc ComRu".c on App,up"al"'ns. 
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TAKING SIDES 

"TilE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER 
\\ HlCIl THESE PEOPU': DIED .•. " 

Wh~n American s~rvi\.'~ml.!n ar~ kilkd in wmb,lt, "':rtall\ 
al1ll.!tli:i~s an: obsecvl.!d by the UllIted Statl:s gu\l:rtlllIl:llt. O\'l:f 
me )e,lrs, mc~c amcniiics naVe aS~lIi,jlJ iil~ illl(lorialH:1: oi iraoi· 
tions, i'alllllll:s arc infofllwu in a I.:crtain \\ay, Thc I'rcsi~cnt 
sends a Jcltl.!r of wndoJclll.:c, TllllSC dcad who p~rlurmcd mer· 
itoriouiiy in wmbat arc hunurcd in I.:crcmonil.!s til.!t havc be· 
comc part 0f the ritual uf warfare, 

Likc the Liberty survivors who had witness~d a d~lib~ratl!, 
dl.!tl.!rminl.!d. total attal.:k on thl.!ir ship hy a presumcd ally, thc 
Libt'fty dl!ad posed I.:crtain probJcms for thcir guvcrnment, in 
thl.! wall! of thc Six· Day War, Whitl! House aiJI.! Jam~s Cross, 
\H • .ing 10 scnior White I hlUSC aide Harry ~h:Phehun, lll!scribl!d 
thuse problems: 

31 Isic) Navy persunnel wcrl! killed abuard the U,S,S, Lib· 
em' as the result of thc accident ill alta·;k by Israeli forces, 
The attachl!dcundukncl! leiters, which ha\'c becn prepared 
using basic format.; app,'o\'l!d for Vietnam war casualtil!s, 
strikl! me as inappropriatl! i .. this case, Due ti.> thl! Vl!ry 
sensitivl! natuH.: of thl! whole Arab·lsradi sltuatiun ami the 
circumstances under which thl!sl! PI!Upl\! uied, I wuuld ask 
that you revil!w thl!st: drafts and pruvidl! lIle with nint: to 
ten differt:nt rl!spunses which will adequatdy deal with this 
speCial situat~(\n.so 

MI:Pherson respondl!d to Cross a fl!w days lah:r, agredng 
that many of thl! paragmphs in the Vietnam letters were: "lOap
propriatl! for those who dil!d on thl! U.S.S, Libaty." He sug
ge~ted certain thoughts that would bl! mort: fitting for the 
sacrificl!s made by the men of the Liberty, thoughts that did not 
unduly emphasize the combat. thl! adversary, or thl! sacrifice it
self. He suggestl!d that the Pn:siJl!nt draw attl!ntioa to the ",on
tribution to the cause of peacl!" maul! by the Libmy dl!ad and 
to the "hope that from the ashes of war in the Middll! East may 

lor peace." The i'n:sluent should add, 
" 
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242 TAKING SIDES 

after the attack alld transmitted to the Dl~partlllcnt of State in 
August, 1~67, and a more detailed study by the lOr History 
Dcpartm..:nt cumph:ted 11\ 1 ~!l2, whil:h, at least as of this writing, 
is "the ol!icial version of t"e State uf israeL'" The Israeli stud. 
ies arc inconsistent, one with the other, in several respects, and 
they tend to dwell on such absurd pru(Jositions as the "fact" that 
the Libmy Ilew no flag and had no idcntif~in:, markill:;~, Like 
thc AmenCan i;UtifiS anu agciiCici, ille ISni{:1i offidals ~'oncerned 
have oeen faced with tht task of explaining the unexplainable, 
and the~e studies must be seen ill this tolerant if I,ot understand· 
ing light. 

All of the official versions of the Liberty Affair, with the 
probable exceptiOn of the unreleased portions of the n:ports of 
the two U.S, intelligence agencies, have for political reasons had 
to proceed from the pleasant fictional premise that the attack 
was an acddellt. Now, foreknowledge of tl.e planned attack, by 
both the LJ .1\, and (obviously) the Israeli govcrnme.lts, is estab
lished by this book, thanks to recently declassified State De
partment d ... 'Cuments, and to candor from C~'ngressmen and 
congres~iolHli staffers who took testimony in executive session 
on tile Liberty Aff:l:r within days after the altal,;lc.. One would 
hope that bot:1 governments will henceforth cease their dissem
bling pI-Jut tJags .md wind speed and such irrelevancies, and will 
be willing and able to focus upon the matter of individual hnd 
collective re~ponsibility for this unspeakably squalid operation. 

There are unresolved obligations here, to the families and 
friends of the Liberty dead as well as to the surviving officers 
and crew. Both al. debtors: the "friend!y" government It:at at
tacked the ship, and the other govcn.ment that abandoned it. 

·The hnell ··prdiminary inquiry" hu nol been formaUy released by Ihe Sl<Ile Depart. 
menl, lhuu~h ;1 .. ullI;leu 10 Ihc .ulhor wheillcr il wu ever KluaUy dUlificd. II bu, 
bowe~cr. been "".uUoIy 1CIIl1il" ~ _ rRNldlor, aad 1IIr0llib Lim, mWe.v.iI-
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\eneraled Cave of Ma~hpdah. Ihe bunal pla~e "I' Ihe paIIIM~hs. Abraham. 
baa~ and Jawb. wor>hlped by Jew, ;nd Mo,lem, ali~e In an emolillnal 
radlll addre" 10 hI> ,ubJe~I' Ihal day. lIu"cln', deep vo"e nearly blllke a, 
he 'pllke of hi> and Ihe nalion's d"a,ler. 

"Whalls done IS done." he said simcally BUI he added: "M)' hean breats 
when I Ihlnk of Ihe 10» of all our fallen ",ldler,. The)' ",ere dearer 10 me 
Ihan my 0'" n ,elf." 

Then nll doubl Ihlnklng of hI> a"a»lnaled grandfalher and hI> grandfa
Iher', 1'011 her. lIu"ein ibn Ali. Ihe grand ,hanf and emir "I' Me~ca. heredl
lary cU'lu,lian uf Ihe Moslem holy place,. wh" In 1'1~5 Il',l hi' Arabian 
d"maln 10 Ihe Hou,e of Saud (thu, Suud, Arabia). lIu"elli 'p"ke of Ihe 
nllsfurtune Ihal had plagued hl\ fanllly. 

"My brolher,. I 'eem 10 belong III a family ",hlch. Jcc,'rdlllg Ililhe "'III 01 
Allah. mu,1 ,ullcr ami make ,acnlke, for Ih counlry wllh,'UI end Our ,'a
lamlly I' grealer Ihan anyune muld ha\'e IIllagllled." 

Indeed. In men alone. hi> lu"e' were 'Iaggenng. II" force> had flll'ght 
m"re 'enaClllu,ly Ihan ar.)' ,'Iher. and Ihe llllllll ca>uallie, Wa,. a' Ilu"elll 
>ald. heartbreallng. bllrnald Jordanian lo"e' wcrc 011 tir'l PUI 011 t..U'l4 
dead and m""ng B~I many of Ih,"e reponed ml"lIIg were We>1 Bilnker, 
",ho had SImply relur"ed IU Ihelr homes or became rdugee> ",hen Ih. lighl
IIIg 'h'pped A laler. more accurah:. e>limale wa, Ihal 6% had been killed III 
less Ihan Ihree days of lighllng. 

Israeli ca,uaille> were abuuI 5511 killed and ~.4lJU .... ollllded. a higher ca>u
ally 1"lIlhan on any olher fr"nl. a le,lamenllO Ihe klllcil), of Ihe W':'I Bank 
Iighllng. 

There were o;her ca,uaille' 10 .... In Ihell way e\en more heartbreaking 
Ihan Ihe JeilJ O;:\:ilU-c Ihey w.:r.: Je,uneJ 10 perp",U;jle 11. •• , "\lin IlWoer>; 
Ihrough laler generallun,. They were Ihe new \liave of refugee,. mainly 
women and children all.! old people. inllll\:eni. heiple" anu Iwrdl of home 
and hupe An e,umaled IwenlY 10 Ihiny Ihou'and of Ihe newly di>po»e"ed 
had alreaJy lied aCIll" Ihe Jordan 10 Ihe Ea,l Bank by ThursJay. 

They were only Ihe beglllnlllg of a human lIooJ IIde of de,lilullun and 
de'palr. Many oflhcm had been made: refugee~ by Ih~ 1'l4l! war. Now. nllle:
leen years laler. Ihe)' were homeless again. 

Ecunonllcally. l\u'>elll\ lo~>e~ malched Ihe dllllen'lllns of Ihe human 
Iragedy. As mu~h as ~O percenll,f his counlry's besl agriculluralland und ils 
main religiOUS ilnd louml alllaciions had been 10,1 wilh Ihe: fall,'f Ihe Wesl 
Han .... Rc>enllr.enl and anger were high among Ihe IWo million Jordanians. 
They fell chealed. humllialed and de>ened. They suspcClcd U.S. and Brilish 

U7 
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Jl',,"1 M. l'.S.S, 118i,Rrr "'TT"'CKU) 

Thai wa, a .umfurllng Ihuughllu many m Ihe .rew. A, one of Ihe '1~IIi~n 
deLlr,'Il1" e.\pert, abuard .unduded. Ihe jel "mil>l be braell be.au,e w hal 
ebe I' flymg l'ul here al 11m pOl/II m Ihe war and abl1 lI's 'llnung frurn Ihe 
dlrecllun uf Israel and II'. gUlllg bttdr. IU brtld .• u 11 ""d. ob~lou, 11 Wd' b
raeli I dldn'l Ihlll .. mu.h of II They were jU,1 oul Ihere .hed,ms u, out. 
Ih.ll" whal I'd do lOll," 

Obvlllu.ly Ihe gunner. al Ihe four m"chme-gl'lI lIIoun\> ,harcd lhal re
la\cd ~ICW. They conllnued 10 lounge aboul al;d chal wllh ,Iupmale" olr
dUI) mcn were lying around Ihe deck in ,wlm,uil> on blankel' and I"unge 
chair,. ,oalmg up a Medl!erranean sunlan, They were nOI bOlhered by Ihe 
urudenlltied jel ellher. 

Shonly before 10 "',101,. Ihe bndge lookouls repurled JCI lighler' ap
pflla.hing frum a,lern, The gunn':rs werc slill lounging about LieulenaN 
Enne, ordered Ihcm 10 be alert, Untdenlllic:d aircraft were in Ihe area. he 
warned, Then olflo 'larboard. high in Ihe alure ,kyo IWO sleek jet> wllh Ihe 
dl'lm.II"e della wings of Fren.h-buil! Mirage III tighler-bomber, tlew in 
IIgII\ formatilln paralleling Ihe Liber,y's course 10 slarboard, They Ik .... pa.1 
the ,hip. lurned and Ilew ba.k down Ih~ pllrl ,ide They cirded Ihe ship 
Ihrcc lime,. k epmg a prudent dl'lance, 

Enne, glam:ed allhc Ilag alop Ihe lall ma,l, II was slanding .traighl OUI !II 

the Iighl brceze. I\S colors cmp III Ihe nlUrning Iighl, Thruugh blnoculah he 
clluld ,ee dU'Ic:rs l,f rocke\!> hanging under Ihe Mirage.' wings and Ihe oul
line, ,'llhe pilol' in Iheir COCkpll', 8ul he .ould d .. .:ern no llliirllllg'. per
nap' becau,e of Ihe planes' p'»ilion, Sull. he wa. nOI overly worried, ", , , If 
I ~ould \ee Ihe pilols in Iheir cockpil,," he ligured, "I he pilols could certamly 
~ our llal! imu no doubt our iliip's name and number." 

Liile Enne,. Ihe crew remained rela\ed, Sailors conlinued ,unhalhing, 
The sea L""lIIlued calm. Ihe ,ky doudleS!oly brighl. Ihe breeze cooling, The 
Slar. and Sinpe' Ilullered in the genlle wind. 

AI aboul 10:30 "',101 .. the Ilying bo\Car relurned, II was a French-buIll 
Nord 25U I Norallas transport Ihal Israel had converted 10 a SIG INT ferrel 
and reconnaissance: snooper e,/ulpped wilh lens openings fllr pholo cov
erage, Like the: Mirage~, il approached from aSlern. fle:w pasl 10 MarbourJ. 
banked und Ilew back II) port, II was a IlIzy pallcrn, beconllng no more 
Ihre:aU:ning than Ihe genlle while bow wave thai wlI~hed alongsIde Ihe ~hIP, 
:n facl. Ihe do~e scruliny wa~ lead;ng lu a cenain sense of securily, 

"Well. Ihe:y certainly knuw who we arc by now, don'llhey'!" commenled 
Cunllllandcr McGonagle lu Enne, on the bridge, He added reas~uringly: 
"I!', ~uod Ihat Ihey arc che:ckil.g u~ Oul thi~ carefully, This way Ihere: won'l 
be 0111)' miMake~," 
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Suddelll~. Ihe lumbenng plane banked ~harply and hedded dlre.:lly 10' 
ward Ihe ,hlp. ,"unming Ihe waves 011 around Iwo hundred lC:el. It roared 
OHr Ihe 1.1i>t'''\" ,0 dme Ihal Ihe portholes Il)r I" rel·,)nll.lI"anw .:amera, 
were .:karl:- n'lble. On Ih wmgs were brad's mSigma. Ihe Slar of L>avld. 

In Cllro Ihal Thur~day. Ihe Slim and Siripes wa' haukd dllwn from Ihe 
U.S. Emba"y nagpole and repla.ed wllh Ihe yelluw-and-red Sparll>h nag. 
Spain had al,\reed lu a.1 on behall ul Alllcrll:an mlere~" willie diplolllalt. 
rdalton- belween Ihe Uniled Siale, and Egypl remained ,evered. 

Reporter En. Pa.e had wandered onlo Ihe embassy gruund, whIle Ma
nne guard Sergeanl Gary Applegale wa, ralSlIIg Ihe Sparll,h nag. "There 
was mu.h Joktng and ewlainllnl,\ of ·SI. Jt'riur' and Ihe hl.e among Ihe em
b,,,,y ,laIL' Pa.e reponed. "bul Sergeant Applegale. a real Manne. was 
glum. 'I'd rnu.h ralher sec Old Glory up Ihere:: he SJld .. 

The cmba"y\ few remaintng otli.:er~ aho IloUk part III Ihe balller. Am
ba''kIdor Ol.k Nolle was o\er,,:etng Ihe de,lru.:ltlln lIf semllt,e paper, and 
wde~. prepanng for evacualion. Pohltcal lIllicer Ri.:hard Parker. glanl:lllg al 
Ihe SpaOlsh nag. lurnedlo Nolte and said: '" guess IhlS really ducs end Ihe 
Spani.h·Amen.an war." 

L>esplle Ihe hghl lone. Ihe nhlments lIf humor were few and slramed. The 
,Ilualion for Amencans was periluus. The awfultrulh-Ihal some greal na
lional dlsasler wa, laking placewa, finally sinklllg 10 un Ihe Egyplian 
masse,. Although Cauo Radl,) cunltnued brlladcasltng rcport~ uf variou, 
\1.lone,. Ihey all were laking place 10 Ihe Stnal. un Egyplian lerritory. 
When Egypl's Ihlny-one million people finally realiled Ihe dimensions of 
Ihelr hunllllalion. whICh Ihey alrea.ly believed was being \isiicd lIlI Ihem 
wllh Ihe aid of America and Brilain. Ihey c,)uld lurn inlo an angry mob. II 
had happened before. as many people remembered viVidly. hlteen years 
earher. Cauenes had gone ber,erk againsl Brilish occupalt''" and lurned 
dowOluwn Cairo 1010 an infernu of destruclion of Brili>h prupeny. Seven
leen Europeans were killed in lhe January 26. 1'l52. rampage Ihal became 
known as Black Salurday. II could happen again. 

This fear lay behind a flurry 01 messages exchanged belween Ihe embassy 
and lhe Siale Oepanmenl lhroughoul Ihe day. 

"Almosl 10lal defeal UAR .lImed forces is beglllllmg 10 sink in on popu
lace. as arc repons of demonslralions againsl liS. inslallalions lhroughoul 
lhe IIrea:' cabled Nolle. "We lhink lhere b dllnger silualion here may deleri
orale rapidly lind lhat even if UARG (Uniled Arab Republic Governmenl) 
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willing protel:t us it may be unable to de so. We therefore want opllon evac
uate all Americam ollkial and unollkial from Cairo." 

There were by now only four hundred U.S. Cllllem, mainly bUSinessmen 
and rcpurters, and seventy-live officials left in Cairo. Washington quid~ly 
IrIve illO ilppwvill f.>r NolI@ 10 I.>rdi!r iitt eYiiI.'tl:!Iiufl III It~ di=ion. The 
State Department cable added:'Since situation ~uggests pussible darger 
l:uropean I:ommunity as whlile. suggest you I:OIISUIt friendly emba,sle. 
(French. Italian) with idea arranging joint diplomallc aCtion prevent mal,'r 
aitacks on westerners." But Washington's re:uling was wrong. It was speciti
cally Amenc~ns. lind to a lesser elltent the British. who were the targets of 
Egyptian anger. 

There wa~ much to fuel that anger. thuugh must Egyptians did nlH yet 
~now II. In the Sinai. the lOO.UOO-man Egypllan Army had been decimated. 
Israeli repurter Amos Elon that day drove through the Mi!la Pass. the stra
tegic defile leading from I:entral Sinai tv the Suet Canal. He arrived a few 
hours after its capture and found it a "shoc~lng valley of death. littered with 
I:orpses and hundreds of burnir.g tanb and trul:~s in the now fanuliar doud 
of smo~c and the disgusti.1g swe~t smell of bU-lIIng human tlesh." 

The retreating Egyptians. Elon reported. "had left behind them in the des
ert an immense array of equipment--some of it destroyed. but mUl:h of it 
abandoned. unused .... No one has yet counted the captured equipment. 
But it already appeared that more than half the Egyptian armor had been 
captured or hit. Still lying in the desert were Russian-made T-34. T-54 anu 
T-55 tan~s. some brand-new and wi'hout a scratch. straight from the fac
tory: amphibious tan~s. cannon of all sorts. some with their barrels still pro
tected agaimt the dust by airtight plastic covers. Large parts of Sinai loo~ed 
like enormous junkyards." 

But still Egypt refused to agree to II cease-lire. To an urgent request from 
Moseow that Nasser bow to the U.N. Secunty Council. the I.gyptian presi
dent had replied: " ... how "')1.:ld we terminate our military 0l'~ratinns when 
enemy forces continued to hlunch ground and air allacks ag"III.1 us! , , , 
We were determined to I:ontinue the fight until Israeli withdrawal was 
achieved. and we ellpel:ted the serious and instant support of the Soviet 
Union in this venture," 

An ollkial of the Foreign Ministry was more candid when he told one of 
Nolte's ollkers that Egypt I:ould not accept it cease-fire because the reper
cussions would be too serious, "Whut would we tell the people?" he as~ed, 

Tbroughout that Thursday. Clliro RiSdio announl:cd to tbe accompani
ment of martial music that the day's fighting would be decisive, .. too ap-
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WARRIORS IUR Jl.RlIS.~I.I.M 

'Illn." II wa, a bll.ilrre line uf rea,uning after all the ~arnage of U.S. ,ailur" 
but it cuntribuh:d tU the wn,cn,u, that Illrmed almmt Immediately wllhln 
the Admini,tralilln to play down the in~ldent. 

In Wu,hington, President John>on', morning was highlightcd again· for 
the founh ,Haight murning-with a message frum Prc~ier Ku,ygm ,ellt un 
the hot hne at QAII o'dock. While the Ru!>Sians wei' pre>surlllg Egypt to 
stop lighting, they were also, with ',Ideased imisten~e, ~'U,h"lg th~ United 
States to get Israclto hall its aUa~ks against Egypt and Syn,l. Kusygin com
plained that de'pite an agr~cmen! reached the previou, do y to achieve a 
cca,c-lin: in pla~c, tht! United States ,till had nol managed 10 gel hrael'> co
uperalion. John,on replied Ihal "allhough we arc trying, w~ doubllhal the 
Uniled Siaies alone can effeclively persuade bUlh sides 10 cea,c lire. I in
strucled Ambas>ador Goldberg lasl nighllu presenl a resolution loday. This 
re,ululion calls on .. II panics in Ihe strongestlerms 10 ~ease lire immedialely. 

"I am glad 10 have had your me!>Sage and have il'slrucled Jur amba,sudor 
in New York 10 maintain close ~onla~1 wilh Ihe ambassador of Ihe Soviel 
Union and Irusl you will war.1 10 do likewise." 

A minule after Kosygin's message, 011 9:49 A.M., Willi Roslow h!lephoned 
Johnson aboullhe auack on Ihe Ubffl.l' and followed that wilh '1 qu • .:k nole: 
"We have a nash repun from Ihe Joint Reconnaissance Cenler indicalin6 
Ihe U.S. clint (eleClronic, intelligence I ship, the LIBERTY, has been torlle
docd in the Mediterrllnun .... Rcwnna~ce aircraft arc out from the 6th 
Fleel. We have no knowledge of the submarine or surface ve!>Sel which 
commiued this acl." 

While the hOi line WilS still activated, Johnsoll sent an immediale repun to 
Kosygin -perhaps panly to smoke OUI whether Ihe Russians were rcsponsi
ble, intentiunally or unintenlionally -to explain Ihe unusual fleet activily 
in the area: "You should know that I have just recei"cd a rcpun Ihat a US 
ship 01T lhe Egyptian coast has been torpedoed. I have ordered aircraft from 
carriers in the Mediterranean and other US ships to proceed imrlcrliately to 
the scene tu prutectthe ship, investigate the circumstances of the auack, and 
rescue survivors." 

At 11:17 A.M., he sent a fuller repun to the Soviets over the hot line. "We 
have justleamed that U.S.S. Libtrty. an auxiliary ship, has apparently been 
torpedoed by Israeli forces in error 01T Pon Said. We have instructed our 
carrier Surutuga, nOlll in the Mediterlllnean, to dispatch aircran to the scene 
to investigllte, We wish you to know that investigation is the sole purpose of 
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thi~ Hight of aircraft, and hope that you will take appropriate steps to see 
thai pwper par1~ are informe4," 

While the Kremlin now knew aboul the Israeli attack on the Liberty, the 
American peilple did not. From Ihe vcry beginning, the Johnson Adminis
tration gave every evidence of a determinalion to play down the allack. 

At his regular daily press conference starting al II: 18 .... "1., an hour and a 
half after Washington had learned of Ihe assault and had informed Moscow 
of it, George Christian gave no hint to Ihe press that it had occurred. The 
reportel'li sensed something was going on bUlthey did not know what. They 
hall been made suspicious a short lime earlier by Dean Rusk's sudden de
parture from Capitol Hill where he was lestifying before a congressional 
committee, bUI the wily Chrislian eluded alllhcir snares. 

"George," asked a reporter atlhe: slart of Ihe press conference, "is Secre· 
lary Rusk in Ihe building?" 

"Yc~." 

"Seeing the Presidenl?" 
"Ye!!.." 
"Senalor Wayne Morse lold reporters he was called away from Ihe Hill 

for an 'emergency meeling.' I am quoting a reporter on Ihe Hill. Is thai 
true?" 

"Secretary Rusk is here," said Christian. 
"Can you say anything more?" 
"No." said Chrislian, "I cannol." 
Then he was direclly asked If he was "aware of any emergency." 
"I am not going 10 commenl on it," said Chrislian. 
Laler in Ihe [ 'venteen-minule conference, Ihe reporters came back 10 Ihe 

qu':slion of why Rusk !: Id hurried 10 Ihe While House, bUI Chrislian would 
nOI budge. 

Finally one reponer inqUired: "Can we look for any new developmenls 
he re loda y?" 

"There is always a possibiliIY," said Ihe press secretary, who was silling on 
one of Ihe hottesl slories of Ihe war. 

In fact, while Chrislian was holding his press conference, the President 
was meeting with his top advisers: Rusk, Bundy, McNamara, Walt Rostow. 
U.S. ambassador to I\le Soviel Union Llewellyn E. Thumpson. Jr" on bome 
leave, al.J polillcal adviser Clark Clilford, who had been instrumental in 
persuading President Harry S. Truman 10 make Ihe United Slates Ihe fil'lil 
counlry to recognize Israel in 19411. Although Ihere was reported skepticism 
that Ihe attack was tOlally accidenlal, Ihe inclination of Ihe officials was 10 
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I'''K'' 
HI I "ur AI.b nUI.blt> W."hIIJK'un I'u.', Aug I, :'101 ":"'""e 1I.I.b" Ih,' 11,,1/ 

H"nA S,,,,, 

JlI Kef'''''' lu Ih. UN A/bN7', lepoll un Ihe nll'>I<'" ullll,' 'pe,'ldl lep'e>CIII., 
III. lu Ihe unupled ItlllluIlC" I~ Sel'l l~o7 

JJ I I(du~<c, 1r)lng Iu WUlhrnXlun fu,', N", ~7, I ~b 7 
J,; I Une dl"lIu>luned (,'.ell S~hlelltr, up, ,:1 S~hlellel e.pldub Ih. ""~Ul .. lilt" 

pc",,::.lldlt "Th .. lalillYb71an "b"ule, hupel.»ly ""Idled bUI' H. glllUp 
III hracll Ne,," Lril ,Iudenl, and "'rll." pubh'hed III Ih.1I 'underj;luulld' II., 
bre" lIe"'p'pcr ili/nr", II'ed Up'a" .nun)muu, d""'UIII 01 ~uard .lUI) al"ng 
Ihe Jurdar. by .. u"ubled r~.,.,r."1 ,4.<"<"llrurng,to Ihe ""llvI. hi> >WI~ h.... ~ 
t."t'l !Ohm afro by Gthc:r )Otui~f~ ",'h'J~c UdlU() lhc:~' \,'\.Iuld n\,ll rc~ .. rot! ' 

JJ I M",IIe Ddy"n, hke, Dayan, S'UT, uf MI 1.1)" 
J.l2 Kalil IIdldbl, an (,rdeh Hal.b" up .1/ 
.l.I~ , .. 111111 "I Iblci 
.1.1.1 A IIJIII, 1',,11 W",hrnx'un PUll, 0"1 Y, l'Ib7 

I'''K'' 
CH,"I'IER XXV 

334 On Ihe P">lII\C, Lall, nit, C," "nci Ih" ,\/,cici/" /:',,>1 ('''''', l~b7 
334 "Shuuld a nallUn" s.~ )OT' 1,,,,.,, hb ! I. I Y) 7 

JJ~ /'rulllihe bcglflOing NUIUlg, NUld J ,.nd Wall"r II SlIlIlh /I Ih" lI'''hJ,,!~,,/ 
('/IJu>( In ('iii S«(,U"', ('uunu/ H""'/U"ull :4:./ /WJ' Wa,huIgI,III, DC Dc, 
pallmenl ul SI.le, hbludr) I Y7H, da",lied 'e~rel/ IIud" 

J,15 lIul Iunddlllelllal Iu l)un Ru,k, Eugene Ih»IU", Wdll RU'IU", RI~hald 
lIelm" LU~lu, 1I.1I1e, Halllid S.under" Amb.".dul lu JJrd .. n al Ih. 1111'<' 
hlldle~ lIurm and ulher, ha,. dll ,aid I,' Ihe dUlh,'r Ihal Ihe~ CAPC"led an 
~ally ai,d ,ub,lanlldl "'nhdra"'al by hrdci Ku,l ",uk III a lelle, Iu 'i,e aUlhur, 
Aug 23. IYMl, "Ii wa, dear 10 me al Ihe lime Ihdl Re,ulullUn 242 "'a, ""lIe' 
",hdl flulble wnh regard lu lellllu"e, " , The purl'''''' uf Ih" tle~lb"n) Wa, 
lu permn IIIlnur adJu'IOIen!, In Ihe "'c,lern flOllller uf Ihe We,1 lIalll, lur .Ie, 
nllhlarllauun mea,ure. In Ihe SIIIJI dlld Ihe (julan HClghl' allll fllr a fre,h 
lvol al Ihe fUlur. ullhe "'Iy of Jeru .. lelll. RewlullUn 242 never "unlelilpialed 
Ihe m"vem.nl uf any >lSIlII"anllerflluIIC' III hrael " Eugene RO'IU", III ~ 1.1, 
ler 1" Ihe aUlhur. ~epl 22, IYM3, wrule: "I ,hared Ihe general "CW Ihal It.. 
nll;UIIi".lIlln of Ihe arnll.lice hnc, would nul 1II,01l'e maJur lellllullal 
dlang" If It.e Ara~, :no,ed ~ul"kly," 

3lb 'I h" ,huuld hd'e NUllng and SlIIlIh, vp .1/. 
l3<> A 11;,~ <oller; 1b.J. 
33b V.'pile lIallle" 110' am 1111; Ib,d. 
lJ7 I n a 1II •• ung Ib,d. 
337 Thl> h'uran~e iind IbIJ, 
llM Thl' Wa, mllde: Saunder. III W W Rl1>IOW, .. "rei memurandum, fshliU/'S 

Kntu(, Sptt<'h )'rs,rrdIJI', 0<:1. ll. 1967, deda""llied YlI5/MI. Abo, In a leller 
lu Ihe Ilulhur, IU/7/Ml, !Jean Ru,k "'rOle: "Ii Wa, nUllhe under'landlng Ihal 
Rewlulion 242 r('Iulled 1>!lIeh wllhdrow,,1 prior lu Ih. >clllemcl): of Ihe olh", 
blJue, .n~ompj">cd by Ihal lewlUlion, In one .. n>c. Re..,luulln 242 110'0' an 
agenda for negollAllon, Our Ihoughl III Ihe lime Wii' Ihlll Ihe>c >c"eral poim, 
would be ncgull'lIed in one general pad"ge an" Ihal bn, and pieCe, of il 
would nOI be broken olf for >Cp<lrale Irealmcnl," 
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l~he Puzzle Palace 

A Repo'rt on America's 
Nlost Secret Agrmry 

James Bamford 
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I' I ,~I • () I< M S 

1,,"lld ,,,,,,hi, I Ih .. 1111"1"'1" "P"ldlllll" I h" 1111'.1111 Ih,.1 lilt, S.I\) 

1\llltld h,' .Ihlt- III '"l1dll,1 ")IIIt' ,,111\ ,,"'11 I.II~"IIII~, Illil 01111 Oil d 
lIul,I("'III"II"I<' I .. "", Whl'I"." Ih .. /'I;S:\ .... " 1III"I('\I,'d III IIdlltlll.11 
Jlltl SIl.II"~1l 1.11 K,'ls, slit h .1' diplollldll' .lIId 1'"111 It .11 IlIldh~"1H ,', 
111/,' ~,In ".1' 1I1I1'1l',I,'d III 1()1l'lgli 1I.l\dl '"I11I1IlIlIIl.IIII"" 

011 lui) H, 1\llil, Ih,' hl~1 ul Ih,' ~nulld'l-:l'lIl'ldIlUII 'PI ,hip, ~,J' 
(lIiiilili __ liliii'it ~;iiiii'it Itk t',S ,;, 0.>.[0"( ("CTR i ,-1<11 ,\UXil',lh 

l;"IIl'lal h'dllll,.11 R""'Jllh),lh,' IlIlIdK" \\'odd W.II IILlb"II) \llIp 
al HI itT I I,'." 1II()Il' Ihdll .\ hlllldll'd 1",'1 I()II~,"I Ih;1II h"f IWO p"'d,', 
"'''"l' Sh,' w." .11-0 1.I'Il'!, Wilidl ~.II" h"l lht' ;"IIJllld~" ul h"lliloI 
•• hk I() g,'l ""IIl'pl.It" II, .1 hun I b." 1IIl' d".I.h.lllld~" ()I '1l"lIl11g 
\11'1'"1011 III ""1'1111-: wdl bel,'w hl'! III.IX 1111 11111 '1"'I'd 

Thlollghllul 1\llil ,llld 1\lh~ Ih,' U,juIl/p,llIllllt-d Ih .. ,',1''''111 ,,,.,,1 
til SlIlIlh :\111"111;\ ;lIId wUllld ona,iullalll Idl"I" Ih,' ,1/"11,, 1111 h"l 
CIII);!11 W,lldl. III OIl()I"'I, ()II" ()I Iht, IW() ,1111" pll h'd lip Ih,' 1t"1 
IIItlll.III''''' Ih •• 1 Ih,' Sm'll'l l'II'()1l WdS ill II", pI 0"'" ()I.mldllll'~ ,,11"11' 
'""1111"11", III CulM, Alllu'd Wllh Ihl' lip, Ih,' CI.-\ "'III a l'·~ .1II11alt 
III~h lJ\l'1 Ih .. i,ldlid alld It'IUlIll'd wilh Ih,' I'" Hli 

III 1!lli:lIW() IIltllt' 0111 ... ,,',olld'llt'lIl'raIiOIl ','aLolIIl' 1I'1"'"111l 1",,1, 
W"Il' '"I11I1I1"'OIl,'d, Th .. ", Wl'f" Iht' ll,S,S, (;,,,,/:,'uU'1I (:\ldR ~) alld 
Ih,' l' ,S,S, /ulllnl"U'1I (:\(;TR 3), 

j-,1.IIIIlI'd hy ; •• ' I'W ()I 1 H ulltn'''' ;lIld ~Iiu "II!1'I,'d IIII'll, Ih,' (;'VI!:,'uu'lI 
It'ok 011'1 S()UI!; AIII"1 i. all IIIUIIIIOIIIIIl Opt'l dliOIl' ;lIId fdlt'l't'd Ih,' 
0.'/0,<1, whi, h "'I ,;,,1 10f 11." IU,"I 01 \'ll'llldlll, III I Vii,. , 11I1I()wlI'll ,. 
'Ix'h''l'k d"il-:lIl11"1I1 ull Cuh.1 fdll"1II1l 1"'-' ,\Iullrl, ,h,' pit kt'd h"f 
"'dl dowli Iht, ('I)d'" 01 \'t'I\t'IIIt'IJ, I\rall!. l"IIIlIl;'), alltl :\fllt'llIilhl 
Ldolt, 1l'llIllIillll I() hl'! hUIII" I'0rl 01 Nurlolk 

011 .Ialilldl) :" IVli~l' Iht· G'tJrl:,'uu'lI 'It'dllll'd IllIlJlIllh Iht, PallJllla 
Llllotl .lIId dO,,"'11 Ih,' I'J,ihl ,oa,1 01 SUlllh Alllt'lila, wht,ft, ,h,' 'P"II\ 
.. LuuI Ihrl'l: luullll~ 1'''~I:~d\'Ul'lliulI uJ\' Ihl: ~=~I u1' Chill', Thl: ~c:~ulld 
hall u! Ihl' Yl'ar wa' 'P"1I1 0\1 Ih,' Allallli, "d,' 01 Ih,' flJIIlilll'nl. 

III I Vlili Iht· SIGINT shil' wncl'lIIrall'd ht'r ,'an's ,It uppinll "pt'ra, 
""'" in Ih,' ,uulhw,'sl CJriH~"'1I alld alunl{ Ih,' I'acihl' toasl "I Lalin 
AIIIl'ri'iI, Ihnlllllll'r II0W allllu,,1 ,\Julin rdi,'l "pt'raliolls, Iht' (;,."/:,, 
Iuu'" lIIall.IIl,'d 10 plutk frum Ihl' "'a Ihn',' IIt"'inll Cub,lIIs Oil all illll"r, 
lOb" I alt 1I\'l'ln' lIul,'s lIonh uf lIavalla. a WlllmOIl at'livil)' ul Iht, 
,\lulln 

,., lit" G"'"!:"lJu'" l'tJIIU'lIl1al"U Ulllhl' Ctribb"all al\tll~llill Alllerit'a. 
h,'r ,,,1,'1 ,hiI', Iht, ll,S.S. jflm,,'uu'", assisled Ih,' raid,: ill patrollinll 
Alrll", I'a"illlllhrollllh Ih,' Str"il 01 Gibraltar Ult her hlSl uperaliollal 
n ui,,' III Apnl 196-1, sl... 11\011 ilurl'd Nun h Afri,'an (Ollllllunit'alioll5 
~s ,hI' slowly trav"lSl'J Ih,' Ml'dill'rrall"iln Sl'a and Iht'n (olll'fled 
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()II Iht' "!II'"I"~ 01 J UII'.' I. Ihl' I.lbnl\ pullt'd III1Il RIlI,I ,lIld Illuk 
Ilil :IHu,ooo ~'Illom ul Iud ,llId ,I SUI' I'll of luud alld .II I ~oods, Ah,'a,1I 
wallill~ lor Ihl' ship Welt' Ih,' IlIlgui'I' ,lIId Ihl' 1t',IIll' ul SI(aN"1 
d,ll,l hUllllh,' I'(jldt~, wlmh h,HI hl'"d,'d h'llk 10 :>< .. lIolk, 
A""l(hll~ 10 Ih,' oll~IIl'11 NSA plilll, Ihl' 1,lbt'/) w," "h,'(hal,'d III 

dl'p,ul IhJI "1111" .1.1\ ,uld ',1".1111 lur Ih,' ",1\1"111 "lid 01 Iht' 1,l.lIlll 01 

CIl'I,', wl",(t, ,I", w(Hlld It'llhllfl "pdrl.t'd," A, d (t"ull 01 .. h"dl .. lllhil 
'Iudl (ulldU,ll'd \n Iht, I',dd(~, II WJ' d,'I"llIllllt,d Iilal, h,',au", III 
",hoi I allloulll,'d 10 a "dUll" III Iht, air, Ihal I'Jlllllal,1I ItH'JIlUll oil 
CIt'I,' I"a\ idt'al lor t"""',dIOl'pillg Ilil Ih,' "lilli" Middle Ea,1. "Yuu 
1'<111 ,II III C"'I,' .lIld wal,h Iht, Callo Idnl,ioll ,how,," ,aid RJIl'lI, 
"II IIHI'", Oll'r tlal 1""lt'r, hasi"JII) 111111 W"I"I, Ih,' ('(IIllIllUllllallullS 
ClTt wOlld,'rlul." 

Wllhill hOlliS of h,'r .IITl\al ,II Rol", Ihl' 1,lbtrl~ h,ld 1tJ.ld,'d all h,'r 
lut'1. ,uPI'Ii,", Iillgui'ls, alld illl"H"PI dala - hIli 111M Iht'''' wa, a 
pwbl"1II wilh Ihl' ship's ulliqul' hUllIuublt'\UlIIl' TRSSCOMM '1,1,'IIl, 
ShOll luI' ('nhliltal R,'s,'arth Ship Spt',ial CUlllllllllliLIIIl"" (.lIId pro· 
IIUIllll'l'd Iri,s·t'OIllIll), Ihl' ,),1"111 lonsisl,'d of a siXI""II·lulll. dish· 
shJp,'d alll,'nna 1II0unll'd on a IIImabl" piailulln .1IId tapJhl,' ul 
buulI( illl: a IO,ooo·wall lIIi rowan' signal oil' a panintla .. 'pUI on II", 
lIIoollJnd dowlI "illll'r 10 lilt' r""'iling ,IJlion .II Ch"lt"nhalll, Mar)· 
IJlld, or 10 on" of Ih,' olh,'r Navy SI(;IN'!' ,hIP" Th,· TRSSCOMM 
had Ih" adl"IIllag" of b"iny' abl,' 10 Iramlllil larg" qualllilll'S of illldli· 
!:t'IIl'l' illli>nllalioll 1"1)' rapidl)' Wilhoul ~ilinlt JW'J) Ih,' ,hip\ lotaliull 
10 ho,lil" dirnlion·lindinlt "quiplII"nl or inlerll'linlt wilh illllllll' 
illg ,ign"I" BUI it> lIIajor disadv;IIllage was Ih'll il ,ddulII work",1 pm· 
1'''1'11 , 

Th,' pwbl"1II wa, wilh 11ll' (,("111'1,,,. h)'drauli,' ,),1"111' nt,,'d,'d 10 
kl'ep Ih,' alllelllla poinl,'d dill'l'lly .II Ihe muon d,'spill' Ih,' bu kin~ 
alld rollinlt of Ihl' ship, Aniv'lll'd by an d.lbulal" s),lt'lII of "',,,ors 
and ~ophi5tir.\tt"d compulI:n, tht" various hydrJIJiic ml'chani~m~ WI."rt." 

IIl'H'r (I'lll" ,utll,'i"111 III Iwisl alld lurn Ih,' lIIa,sin' dish, I'mpl,' tluid 
would Itush h 0111 b"ll,'alh 1t'''''''IS, ,lIld Ih" anl,'nnJ would h,'wlII" 
u"'I,',,, :\nnUll'r di"IJv;lIl1alt" was Ih,,1. rt'gardl"" ollht, h)llrauli, 
'1',1"111, ill ord,'r 10 lOIllIllUnital,', bOlh Ih,' ,hip and Ihe rt'n'ivin~ 
anl"nna had 10 han' a dt'ar I'i,'w of Ih,' moon, 

This lilli" Ih,' prubl"1II was Ihal 11ll' ,Iupyard in :><orll,lk had lIIi~l,Jk· 
""I) i".lall ... d luw'IJrt's~Urt' Iillings ill Ih" ~)'SI"1II wh,'rt' hilth·pr""ur" 
lilll"gs w,'rt' .. all,'" 1I,r. Thruu~h{Jul Ihe "i~hl a (,(,,'W Oil " Ill'arby 
sublllari"" repair ship pUI tu~l'lh"r sOllie IWW Iilli"lt, and 1II,1II"1:,'d 
10 !l"l Ihe sySlt'm working, bUI th"y wilnlt'd Ihal Ih,' lepairs wt'r" 
onl~ Il'lIlporary, 
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I 

1'1. "I I () II lot s 

!I'IU 1'.101. (:rIU .\.101. I.lb,,(I IHIIl'). II Hli " Ih~1I 11\" ,lIId a h,11I hOlliS 
Iwll.", Ih,' I.lb,,(I 1I'~,hnl 1'01111 '\Iph~. 

\",1. ill \,h~1 a tllllgl""lllllal lU 1111111 II "" 1,11"1 ',III,'d "olll' 01 Ihl' 
IIIml im redlbl!: lailures ul lUllllllunilallum III Ih,' hl"un ul 'h,' I k. 
p~fliiii'lil liI'IJHi'ii,i:':' iiilik ufiliu,i' w~iilillg'; nn I " ... it"d iii,' /'ib",\ 
TIlliS, UII n',llhing 1'01111 Alpha, Ih,' ,hip b"gall hl'1 ,1 .. 1\ 'I ~"'I ~iullg 
Ih,' Sill.li tuW.1I d 1'011 S~id ~nd 11ll' 1II0ulh 01 Ih,' Sill" C~n.11. 

TllloUghuul lIIudl ulllll' 1II""ling Ih,' I.lb",\ h~d h,','n hUII,'d b) 
10w,lI) ing hral'1i n'lOnnai"'lIIle ailll alt. Th,' bOM, FI,'n, h,lHIIII Nllf d 
~:IUI Norallas .rallSports W"fl' normally u",d 10 II 10 H' l.lIgo and 
lIoul"· S"H'ral. how"H'r, h.ld b",'n lU/IV,'rtl'd 11110 SielNT kn,'" 
and W"fl' abu lilled wilh I,'ns up,'ning' lill pholo l"'·l'rag". R""'III' 
bhng Il,l' :\1Il,'/ll.ln C'I I!I "lIying bo)(,.II·" wilh Its douhl" 1.111. Ih,' 
ai""11t wOlild 1I1l·1" Ih" ship ,,,n-ral lilli'" ~lId tlll'n n'lll!n III Ihl' 
dill'flionof 'I'd A\I\. On Sl'\c'calolhl'r Illl.I'IUns, high,IIYlIIgJ"1 hglll' 
"I' '1Illl'd IUldly ,lIId Ih,'n departed, 

AI I: III I'.M. CUlllllland,'r William I.. ~"Goll~gl,', 'Olllllhlll'llIIg ulli, 
ll'l 01 Ihl' I.lb,.,,\, ,uuIllI,'d Gelll'ral Q.uartt'r,. "ThiS IS ,I drill! TillS 
I' ,I dllll' .. All hallds 111.111 YOllr balllt, SI.llioll,." h,' ,11II1IIt·d IIIlu 
Ih,' sllll''' g,'m'I'11 alllluulIlillg ')Slelll. Th,' dnll. Ih,' Ihild ill fuur 
d'ln. h'ld Ill'l'1I prulllpl"d by II,'W' repurt' 01 poi,oll ga, b"illg USt'd 
IIIlh,' lighling 011 ,hurl'. Allhuugh Ih,' repmts lal"r pron'd ,·nlUI"om. 
I he dnll olll'll'd COlllmallder M, GOII~I(It' all 0Pl'0rt Ullil)' 10 Il'infolle 
Ihl' ",riullSlll''' ollhl' almU'1 ulI"',,n w'lr. IIOW ill ii' lourth d,I)·. Dil",I' 
mg Ih,' Ht'W's alll'lIlioll 10 a lalg,' lire alld 1.111 'imals 01 Ihi,k. hlack 
'llIok" ,ollllllg lrolll Ihl' ShUfl' ahuul I Wt'1I1 Y lIIil,'s wesl 01 ~J Ari,h. 
h" illSi'I,'d Ih~1 """Iyun,' k,',,1' his l'Y"S wid,' 0P,'11 alld his lIIilld al,'rt. 

By nuw III<' wal had disM.IH'd illio it OIIl'-.id..d .hillllhl.-r. rrulII 
Ih,' ".lIli",1 IIIUlllellls of its "lIl'ri,,' alla,·k. Ih,' hradi Ail Furn' had 
oWII,'d Iht' ski'" uH'r Ihe Middl" Ea,l. Wilhin Ih,' hrsl I,'w huu .... 
"r'll'li 1,'1, pllulIl\t-d IWl'III)··hH' Arab ~irhasl" l'lIlging lrum 1>"111"" us 
ill SHi,1 10 an Egyplian fidd. iu .. ded wilh bOlllbl'I" fal III' Ih,' Niil' 
.. I Luxo ... III Ihe Sinai. Isradi lanks alld arlllUfl·d pt'r,olllll'i "'IIIil'r, 
pushed IowaI'd Ihe SUl'l alollg all Ihn'l' uf IIIL' road~ Ih'lI nosH'd 
Ih,' d",t,rt. Th"II. mlllg lIIadlilll' gum. lIIonolr lin'. lallh. alUi .. ir 
POWl'r. Iht, hraeli war lIIa<llillc u\'L·rtook Ihe Jonblliall 'l'l'Iioll of 
Jt'l'Il,alt'lII as wdi as 1IIl' Wl'SI ball'" uf Ihl' Jordall R . ( ...... 1Il1 IlII'pl'du 
bo~\S ,aplllll'd Ihl' ""'Y Red Sl'a purt of Sharm ~:1 Slll'lkh. Ollt' hradi 
Ilt'nl' .. all"lim,lIl·d Ihal ill Ihl' Sillai alulle. Eg)Pli'lII t'asllalti,'~ rallgl'd 
hOIll 7')()() \0 10.000 kilied. colllpared wilh ~75 of his OWII Iroops. 

By Wl'lllll'sday, JUlie 7. IIl'arl)' ali re!iSlalll'e h .. d Ill'ell eliminated, 
Nl'H'rthdl'~'. ,III t'''l'ntiai dl'lIIelll illlht'lsraeli war piall was nUllplt'lt' 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



"" It'" ,11"'lIl ,11I'kl,lIl, 01 Ih,' lillI' l'~ll'llI 01 1111' "I,ll'll I'l'l\l'lI,lllI'li 
11110 .\I,lh 1l'IIIIt'1 Y <I, ",dl .. , Ihl' ,ill' ,lIId ''''IH' 0111\ IIl1l" .. 1\ \t,IOIIl'S, 
\'II,tlllI Ihl' bl,ll'h 'll.lll'~) WJS Ihl' pn'H'lIllllll, Illi ," 101l~ ," pO"lhll', 
01 ,II, tl',l""ltll' IIIlpo'l'd h) ,III) 01 Ihl' 'lIP"1 POIH'I" Th,' 101l~I'1 II 
11I0~ III (,lid Ihl.' W'II, II W'I' It' .. >0 1I1'd, Ihl' 1IIl11l' 1"111101\ hl"I'1 lllllid 
ClptlllT - Jlld Isral'l .ull had ddlllilt" 1'1.111' 101 S\lld '11111" "dll~ 
1I1,lIlIllII'III," I\TUIl' :\1111'111,111 ""1',11 hi,ltll""1 Ill. Rllh,lId K, Smith 
III Ih,' 1"lIll'd SI,lIt • .\"lI'all",llllIl( !~IJ(f(dl"!(I, ""llIIh "'lI~11I III I"'ill" 
II ,til' II", '1I1l,kl.' 'lI,'1.'1I '" 1,1I1'llIlI) Ih"'WII alllllllli Ihl' 111'1111,11 '11I~ 
III ",II' I"Hlld hJIl' 10 hI' h 'I'll ,lll'd, " 

,\1 1',0, Cu III III ... Ilk I M((;UII .. ~II' ",nil "d h Uill (;,'111'1,11 (~II"I.l'r' 
.. lid till" ~l'd 1I1l' ship" pU'lIioli 1111 Ihl' l .. d,1I "It'I'II: ,hI' ",1\ 'Iill III 
11'11'111.1111111.11 "'<lII.'IS 1""111'1'11 111111" ulllhl' ,h,ul'hlll' 01 till' SIIl,li, :\1 
~:uu 10U~01l1' It'polll'd .I Jl'l .Iilll,lll .. htllll It", lIIill" 01111 ... '1.llhu,lId 
'1",1111'1, l nmill~ .II ahUlll tilT IhulISJml 11'1'1 Oil .. p,II,llkl II ,II k "'Ilh 
Ihl' ,hip, 

A II IlH 111'11 I 1.111'1, likl' .. holl 01 h~hulIlI~, 111011' Jl'l, ,,,oul,,,d III 
hOIll ,1'1,'111, hald) dl'.11l11g Ihl' 1Il<l,lhl'<ld, .. lid Ihl' i.lbnl) "'.I' ,011, 
It'llI'd 1I110 <I sc'''gUlIlh illfl'rno, 1l1, .. ll'lIillg I'''' pi "'1011 , lilt kl'c!lhl' ,h,p, 
,11111 Ihl' hlid~l' dis<lpPI.'.IIl'd ill <III or<lll~l' ,lIId hl,lIk h,III, S",ulld, 
1.111'1 Ihl') "l'n' hal" -1"Jdl MlI<lgl.' alld !\I)'ll'Il' hl\hll'l hOlllhl'l'S, 
FI",h IUSl'd ",ilh irull ". rUlll'l' Wl';1.' Iulluwl'd h) 1I,IP,IIltl, h'lI .. h w'" 
Iullo"l'd hI ,Ir"tillg, 

n,1l k Ihl'l '''1111', H"" fIlssillll Ihl' .hip allll"'l 1'\l'1 \ lUll) ,hl'l.' Sl'l' 
Illllh, \)"'I(.;lIl.'d 10 !,umh hull" IlIlhl' IUlIghl',II.lIlk" Ih,' b."di ,lldls 
1.lIt IhlUu~h Ihl.' i.lbt,I)" ,"'d pl'llilll\ hkl' bulIl'l' IIIIUU~h l.lIdlw.ud, 
l'xpludlll~ 11110 jaggl.'d hilS of ,11I"plld <llId IJUldll'rlll~ IIll'lI UI.'I'P ill 
Ihl'lr IIIIII~ '1u"rll.'rs, Thl.'l1 llIun' IIdp,,11Il - ,illl'n IIIl'lallil' ,allislNs 
ul jl'lhl'd 1\<I,ulillt" Ib~1 lurnl.'d Ihl' ship ililO <I lIl'lIldltU iUIIl. 

11 1l'lI , ." suddl'lIly "s it hl'l\ .. II, it \;'as 0\,1'r. Scalll'f('d alung Ihl" 
dl'lh .. lid ulllhl'ladd.,.-"l.'illhlllll'lIl"y l.'ilhl'1 dl, .. d ur dyilll\, illdudillg 
hUlh Ihl' "~l'nllil'l' ullill'r alld Ihl' Opl'rJUUm ulhll'l. MUll' Ihall .. 
hUlld,,'d lIlurt' wt"rl' WllUlldl'd, lIlallY sl'riou,I)" CUIIlIll.llldl'l ~1t'(;UIIJ' 
1\1l'" n~hl Il'l\ WJS 10m wiul' Upl'lI h)' sillaplld, 

(;,lIll' wa, 11ll' lauar ,IIIU IIlIHI of Ihl' ... diu l.''1l1iplIll'III, alulI~ wilh 
Ih,' dnll'nnas, apparl'ntly un" 01 Ih" priml' Idl ~l'IS, "b" UI'.,\rO)"U 
Wd\ Ihl' nililal tllTU lumpd", 1'"lIural"u b) 0\"'1' d Ih.HI'dIlU hul"., 
IIlOI" Ih.ln "il\hl huntln'u lar~l' ,'I\UUllh fur a lIIall\ Ii_I 1"1\0 IhlUUl\h, 
Ihl' hulkhl' .. ds and Ul'llr.s tuU" on .. luok U. ~ra) SWI" till'''''', 

In Ihl' IIlUIIII'IIlS ah,'r Ihl' <llIal", ,ailurs 1i1t,'IIIIIUlil .. ll'd shiplllall" 
ulIlu IIldkl',llIh 'Ir"ldll'r, uj pip" Irdlll" anu thitkt'n win', ualllall" 
l'tJlllI'lll lIt"W\ pusht"t! Ihmug" pd,sagl'way' Ill' ,ulh,,"lill!! "nukt" and 
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1'l.A.T'OIlMS 

1>11'1"11111: 11':.11, Jill! Ih,' dlltof' pt'll) olfi"'1 \ IUlIII!!" ~ .. , ,om,,!!,'d 
11110,1 IIIJ, .. h", "'.101 h)()lJ(j"udl"d 111,1111",,,,, .. lid ,hJII",,'d bud,,'" 

:\1 ~:~'I, IIIII1UI," dh"1 11ll' dll Jlldd .. hOllor Olllt' aKJIII WJ,lll'd 
lJ\t'IIIIt' II t'W a, 1111,'" blddl lIIolOlwrpt'uu I"'dl' W"Il' "KIII"d I apldll 
"I'llIo.lllllll~ Iht' ,luI' ill dl!d'lr, "Hlllalioll, A "lIual lIa.lwd !mlll Itw 
(,I'ml'r Du.il hlil WJ' oil"ul,'1! b) Iht' 'lIIukt·, Th,' ,III' ,llIk,'s hdd d,', 
,lIo)l'd III" i.lbrrl)', "1:11.111111: 1.11111'" IIIdkillKI r,'IUII, ""'''JI:'' 11111''''' 
"hi,', III .111) "\t'1I1 

Sudd"lIl) IlIl' hOdh lJl"'II"U up wllh a hdndKl' 01 lin' hOIll ~()O)1I111 
dlld ~()-I'"11 KUII', Ollt' anIlOl-pl"Il'illlo, hulll'l ,Idllllll"d IhlulIKh Ih,' 
,lIip', ,h.1I1 huu,t, dlld IIIlu Ih,' pllul hou,,', 'Ollllllg to n"1 hllJII) 
III Ihl' lIl'd. 01 d )UUIII: h<"llll 'lIIdll , 1:.Jllillg hllll illSl,UIII), '1'111 "" ulh"r 
'1"WIII,'11 wt'rt· ,1<llIghl",,'d ill Ihi, 1 .. 1t"1 ,lIuI",'r ul hUI I,' .. d, 

!l;uw Ih,' I"dt'li, W"!'l' rt'dd)' liH Iht' kill, "SldllU hI 1,,1' 101 Pt'uu 
Jlld' k, ,1"lbuard ,id,'!" CUllllllalldt'r Mc(;ollaglt' ,huuI,'d illllJ Ih,: ,111_ 

IIUIIIIl ill~ ') '1t'III, AI ~:j I a wrpt'do passt'd ulI'lht' ,It'rn, alld ,11111111"'111 
1 .. 1,,1' .. "" olld ,tru,'k Ih,' 1,lbl'll) forwaru ul ht'r "drhodru "d,', illulIt'ui
.. Iell Ill'luw Ih,' walt'llillt' -Ih" prni,t' Imaliulluf till' ,111(1\ ~I(,INT 
'P .. 'f.l·', 

BOl)~I!!! III .111 ;"'Ialll a IOrly·luol holt' op"lIl'd III Ih,' ,id,' 01 
Ih,' ,llIp, ,md IIH'III)·!iI't' 1II01t' A III l'I'it am, 111',,111 hiKhl) ,klll<-d I,',hlli. 
'''"'' .Illd' ht'd 10 Ih,' Naval St"Uril)' Group, w,'rt' t'ilh"1 hluwlI 10 
hll' ur drowlIl'" a, Ih,' hla,k "'a ru,ht'd ill .II1U lIutlut'u IIIl' WIIIIMIl-
11:"111. 

r-;UW d"oId III Iht' w'alt'I, Iht' Llb ... l) h,'~all Iu li'l 10 'loIrhu<lru .. , 
Il:l' F"'lIlh·!;uih, ,iXI)'-lhrt"'-lulI Iurpt'uu hU<lI, b,'~all III ,in I,'. lilillg 
.. I 111"11 <lll"IIIPlillK Iu ,'xliIlKui,h lift'" Al j: 15. fulllJwillK d "pr"part' 
III <lIJdlluolI ,hip" olu,'r, Ullt' ,ailur localt'd Ihrt'" Ullh" 1.1,1 ,urvivillg 
I ubbcl lili: rdh~ dnd. allt'r 't'l'uring Ihl"m wilh heavy !ill", drol'pt'd 
tlll'lII u\'l'r Ih,' sidt' in Ih,' t'1"'1I1 uf <I lillal uru"r. S""iIlK Ihi" Iht' 
I" ddi, 1II,'rfil,'"I), OPt'IIt'U hit" pt'ppt'rill!: IWu of Iht' boah wilh hul," 
"1Il1 'UI! illg Iht' lillt, Oil Ih,' Ihiru, Wht'n II urillt'u P<I'I Iht'ir IOrpt'uo 
IlIldl Ih,') pullt'd il ahoalu, appart'nll), a, a grolt'''lu,' ,uuVt'lIir of 
Ih"ir ,olu-bloudt'u lIIassacrt', 

.-\ It-w 1IIIIIUlt" lalt'r, 1II0rt' Ihan an hour "I'I,'r Iht, 'Illa,k bt'gan, 
Ihl' !III"" IimY'lwo-knul lorpeuo buals lurnt'd alld r"ft'u illlht, uin'c. 
liull oJ' Ih"i .. bast' al "shuuu. AIIIIOSI al Iht' salllt' llIumt'lll, a, if """dilillg 
olhll .. 1 OIUt'I'S 10 bt'gill Iht' final an of Iht' bluudy urama, IWu j"1 
IIghl"" (1I1ll' allain appt'dlt'U ull'lh,' stt'rn, and IWo l.lll1t' i-radi Ilunll'l 
"" .. lIh hdil'oplers, luaut'u wilh armt'u lroop', hlll"'lt'l\ Oil ('ilh,'r .iUt, 
uJ' Ih,' WOUIIUl'U ,hip. "Slallu b)' lu rt'pt'! boalut'r.!" ('"mt' IIIl' .hotllt'u 
ord,'r ol't'r Iht' I.lb"lf~ loud'spl'akt'rs, bUI aht'r st'vt'rallt'nse minult" 
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·lIIrlll.l',\ 'IUo~ In 
11111'1"""1 "S" 11 I"" .l'11 nl p.'j 1\'111 III.lpUII! III' "'1''''1 Op.,dlOl (111.111., 
'\'1 p.lllrllr~IP.lll-'n" .lI.1.'I(.'II' 11.,11·'1 t!lft I III 111'1110.1. I" II"~ "!!l III 
,,"IOlIl'd nl"S"()" ,r 11 .... ,.,11'1 "110""111 IP!U "nr 110 lIlII'lII I> .lJ., .... (nf 

uuml. pilI' ~np/"'/\' <1."011','1' .l11.1. ·dlll'lr .... 1Ir.",.lIlI" III' '1' .... II I' 
1'.1111 ,rll' "ft Olllmr.lJ ;'I,itlJr. ."1'11 Plno .... I.lIp '.lIl1plOll' r 11 .... 111' 1'111' ,In 
lIlI"'".I> i:"'"I' 'hll\ Il'hlm 1'.'lJ.l\llO) 'PIli III' .'HI,m 1'1"0 .... '"01l~1I 
..... 'I."'HI.\\ .>\I!rlnloJd (1.>1 "'II' .lJ., .... 'IJ"".' pllr. IJ.)iO'I'·'P .111.1. 

'p"I1'IJr II !.II') 01 1.,111111.11' r 
lilll\11 I" '110' 1111111 II X rill .lIp II" .... xnft I·'·'>' ... ·'1'· ... 0., I' 10 ill wd", IInll 
-"'11'" 111111111111111 .1Ip lillllll<1'I1'" 'IIOIII'J.,<1n 111.11"11-1\11 il'!lIl1l r Ir ... II 
<) ."0' 1111'1"1' lI'I011' 'I"'O!' i" IIrd 01 .'\1.11.\\ I rill 1011 I" Inll ,,11111 .lIll 

1,,,<1 1I·1I11 1'111' '" H"I.' 1.1 in ""'P pilI' ".l io 11\.11' l"I'n'lr 1I1.1IP .>l,'!,1 
',"r"I"I"1II p.lIolII,,..'IIII.'llIr 'pn'.",. ... 1' III ,,\ilrlll' '" '''1' III pr'l 

~'''~ .l'11 "I""lI" I"'PII "lI''''''I''''''':\'' ~,"""""I '."""p .... I ... I.~'~)I"I 
II ... " I" III .llI,r' II 1I·1I1'" '11111.1. ·'I.,l! Irl ',""1:-.1 liIllIO,I""" -1101""11 
\ Irlill III .1111 'P'''' .1I.1p.lllll il' .... .IIII' III lOll PI"1" t\\ 1I11'op 1I·1I1'" (I"" 
\I.,li.," 11,,0 'II I.llir llli 01 plllllllUd 'VSN .1Ip 101 'p"r'l P.l"'l pilI' 
'Ill 11111''1' :111,":1r.1\ IIr,p .HOU; .lplll .'1110'.,'1 1'1''1 (\I'~ '''P 'II'" IfIn 

·' .... lIl ,r.\l'1I "I p.lI,"rlll 
'1·",.lI Ir.'1'1I Irll'''IIIJrIl .lq "!:'I' .1.1'01:)1"1 .1111111111' JI"P p.ll"'"' I'"I' 
'luloldlO IlIlr,,' lin 1'.1111 Il'pmh .i\r~ ·1I11 ''''11''1\' pllr :'/'1".1 "lUI' 
IIrll"" .1Ip 1°1 <1,rld 1I111 irl IIrll.l,! VS~ .lIp 1I.1I1'" ·.lIOp ,.lIl.I "." .1I1' 
In \1.11I"UI 01 .1UIl') 11 11.111\\ .1110 on t"1.~ "urUluro) ~1I11r'l' 01 P''''\II 

lIlIlIl . \ ".~ .lIp .1111 Ind, .1 "" I' II.U'I I'r'l 110111'1111' "'P '"~.l\ ,0.1 
VS~ .1Ip 01 'I,' "'I1I'X.l 1"""11' "I'I,\I,,,,h 

-.11 .ll.J~ PIJI'--\1I01}t'11l1t11I1UIfU \lrHII1I1 pur 'J1~I"I,lllllllfl" 'p'IlI."11I 

-II'.' \,,:i 1'11"1"' -'I.':' ,,", ,,;1.1,1' II' l'II"'~" 1','1 •. 1 "1' IIr .1I.1'" ·"·lIP '1''''11 
lillllld"lp""r., 'I' "' 11.>1." pro: Ipr.1lJr UII'IS 1'.11111;1 .lIp """ "I 
'IlIII"'I'I\' "t"I' ~",,'h I" '"" I"1.)II.lll 1'"111 I 1"1 '1'''1.11''111 .,'''" \I"'ld 
d.J~.fil 10 :111111" , .. Ip 111 Q'-'(1I1 ."Ip lin "'11rllt' ''''P .lIol.H, '11'.1\ (1\\ I 

• 
')\I.)111111.1'n~ 'pnq H1 p.lll1qdx.l \If"l ,lllllli ,1ft oJ \.l\l.lIro.ljl '111.1111 

-" 1.1 ,o~ \.)11'1, p.llIlJ, 1 .llp l\lIlr~r p.llll'Ulltn 1 III"" In 11.11 In I H' III.'P II, 

I\ntl!'~ '111,'Pllll1 ·\'P ""tI Il'.ljl \')1 ',lq ,rl1l 'P"II ,liP ,.1\.111'11" 

-m"~ rnn 
pll" p,)ddlll', ,I p.lI.lpln l'.II'w\ .HI \r~ II pll" '11(11)W .11p p.1Hllrldl"IP • '''''' 

,11.1\,'I(t '''Yo 11'1'-' ""lilli"" .1tp I" ,lll() ,. 1.1plTlll1 ,lind", ""II. ',m'" ,"" 
'11111 H' .lItl p.Hllfldn 'llIJI'II1"P" '1",·111,1)( ""I III .111n 1I'IIl plI" dill" .lIJl .III 

~lnll' .Iltl p.ll.1J1I11 '11""I1"I.ullln'''l1l1''tl 1""" ','111 \jl.Jti'I dllt" qllllj 

rl111111l'IlIfl) " 1 ,Uti II' I H"l )t1ll,111\ .llp 1111 p.lll1.Hlllllnl 1,.111011" ,)1111 

Ii:" " "'i I~ 1't f) .. I \r I 11 
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\1I1 1 Hlg Ihtl'~' IIlu't IllJlddt'd In 1111, '1111,1111111 \\.1' ('("lIn.11 ( .lIlt'I" 

IIl'IIIt'I' 1)1 1',U~t'lIl' (; I' Ul)llll IlIt'll lilt, '. IIIl', ,III .1",,1,1111 ',(', 1t'1.11 \ 

(II lill, IIH' ,llId .Ihu till' dqJlII\ dll{'tlill Itl ()dtll"lt, kt"l'.lIllt .lIld 

l'II~lIll't'lllig :\, tht' Pt'IIl.'~tllI" dt'tlltHII, '11\ tilid. ht' ll.ld hlTIl 

p.II!lllll.lIh llllllt:lllt'd .tbuut du' \O\ll" llIlIlU" ,'\I"II'I\(' IltTI 01 

.ltH.111 I'JlI\ 'H~I~ I II.thlt-l" hlaHh VttJuld IIt'1 tilt!, 1IIIh'I Idl '.lllh 

"'11,111\ t' .iI t'.i"I .1' \.ulltllL .11((1 (,.II'l' hol'IIIII',I\, btll Ill'qUI'lIlh \\ :Hi!,1 
'.l~ J.luh~ "nil, \uu', 1I.. ... u u .. "' ... 1 lUI, """ 0JH" ~.III~ ttt t ltt" ~It'tlth·t I .UIt'.11l 

.iiiit r,l; ifil 

"I lit,"I(' 11.1\\"'1, \\t'H,: lullllhlll)4 UUI lilT"" h.blill I II Ii. 1 Il'l •• lInl. 
"IHlllin IlIg ",, II'h'lIl1l~ ttl U'. l "P'tlllg l'\t'I' tllIlIg hl' ,.lid Iltt'\ Llll''''' 
I'll I Lit tit, .llId tht' In hltll..!1 p.IIJ,uctt'l' oj IHII t't1l"JlIIIl'1I1 I ltt" ,Hllb, 
,Ibl\ ~IH'h IIlull' •• buut uur l''111lplnt'1I1 tlt.UI ht' did '-,11 I Iwg.1I1 Itl 

\\'lIldl'l \\L, ,.t"" \o't' tJ.Lt' .1 It' •• 1 IHHIl thl'1I hl)IIL~ \\11\ lolll't ht' 

<I" the ',title tllIlI!:; II l\t' ,uulol 1I1111~1t- 1\1111 11",tll, h"'" kll"" 1\11,11 
tilc:, '\l'lt' up tu .. 

Fuhllil" Ilk •• 1111..111 :\1I1t"lll.UI \t"\IUIi 01 dh' I{U" • .t1l 'I" 1Il't't "..1' 

1<'.1111" ," "'PI,lhlt- III ,\<111111 JI /lJlloI I.. MI /l,,",01 d, tI", I 1111'1 "I ',1\ ,II 
()pl'1 .IIIIHI;, '" lIu \It'.t\ .... dl .H 'Iu,Ullit'd \0, lit. tht: III C Ibh'lIl II I 1111 III, I"t" I. 

Ill ... ,'''114"11'''111 .1' '"I11II1JIlIJlI III tI", l S "IXIII l'ln'l ()II "1'"1 'u, 
1\1"'., hlhllll .11101 !\Idloll.lld '.11 01\11\11 1\1111 \'"" ..\0111111.11 Rulu, I. 
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