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Quartermaster', ~utebuuk entries 
dunng the r"Cllnnaissanw JlCriud were 
nut liIed \\ ith the recurd III the Cllurl. 
I'hlltllgraphs ul recl,nnai,,;mce air
craft and ul the ship's frcdy t1ying 
t1at! were pr • ."ented tu the Cllull but 

__ ~ .. _~ __ =~ __ .l)lIUile()j!L th~recllrd!lt the 
c.,url. 

De'pite the Il\ersights. huwe\er. an 
abund;mce .,f e\ idelu'e llid lind its 
wa~ itUlI the recurd. althllugh the 
n:cllrd is such a jumble that eXJlCrl 
knuwledge and d.'Cp study is n.",'II.'II 
tu lI1a~e sense ul it. I he recnrd re-
11.'0:" rep"lls fwm sc\erallllli • ..:rs and 
senillr crey men w hll tuld the cuurt lIf 
cMensiw. luw'-Ie\ci recunnaissunce 
alld d.~rib.'II the ship's Oag t1ying 
freely in a good breele in plain sight 
of low-Oying aircraft; the record in· 
dudCll d~plion5 of ane~tendcd. 
carefully coordinate\! attack Ihat can 
onl~' haw hc:en rlann.'II in ad\'ance; il 
includ • ." reporb from radi'mlen of 
sonbistieated jamminll. which was 
limite:d 10 the Irl:\.luencil:S nc:cde:d 10 
summon help. The record also in
cludes a rerort of an Israeli e~cu5C 
for Ihe allack. which was so unlikely 

ilS to di.~credit even fun her any claim 
Ihat the attack was a mistake. 

llnlllrtunatel~ .. nllne ul tl1;lt e\ i
dence I,,"nd ils \\a~ tu the American 
puhlic; it was dassili.'II 101" Secret 
and "1I.'~ed awa~ fmm the prying '·Y.'S 

._oUlte I1n:s~.Jtlsh:ad.~ .. If1lOSI 11K only~ 
materml ded""ili.'II ami rdeased was 
that which sllpp(lrted the ullicial 
daim thai the at\;lc~ \\il\ a mistake 
Ihe r,."t remained lucked III" in the 
till" secret \;Iult 01 the ~a\ ~ Judge 
'\d\ucate (iener.d. 

Me;mwhih:. our llll\wnment com
plain.'II hitterl~. hut pri,'atdy. to Ismel 
Ihal Ulwrly "'CU ident:iied before the 
attack. anJ characleriled Ihe affair 
officially as a -\luite literally incom· 
prehensible ;Il\ack (which) must be: 
cO:ldemned as an act of military reck· 
lessness reflecting wanton disregard 
for human life. _ Such candor. how
e,'er. was onl)' for dirlomatic chan· 
nels. Publiclv. the Jnhn.~on admini.,
tration suprtirtrd the premise that the 
attack was brief. sponlaneous. cusual. 
and erroneuus. 

Instead of describing repealed reo 
c:onllllissanc:e flights as low as 200 feet 

directly overhead. Ihe U.S. govent
ment reported publicly that Ihe attack 
was an undeNandable case Ill' mis. 
taken identity. w Illch was J1recL'II.'" hy 
lInl~ three \ery dislanl and rather 
casu;(1 recllnnai"ance flights. The 
Juhmull .adminiliLralioll .ilUlurclLthL _~ _ 
ship's IlIg, and I • ."Iimony of ship's 
oflicers and repllrted Ihat Ihe faulty 
idenlilkatilln was understandable be:-
cause Ihe nag hung limp al Ihe masl 
on a windk'Ss day. despite evidence of 
a 12-knol wind. Inslead of deseribinll 
a prolong~'II and carefully coordinal.'II 
allack in which Ihe \hiJl was under 
hea\-y lire for 75 minules and callint! 
d • ."perately for hell" for another 75 
minules. Ihe U.S. gowrnmenl re-
porI.'" Ihal Ihe air attack lasled IInly 
six minuI~'S and Ihat all firing end.'II 
\. htn Iht lorpedo bnal~ drew clme 
enough 10 SCI! our nag, Our gowrn-
menl repeal.'II Israel's claim Ihal Ihe 
shiJl ".IS mislaken for Ihe EgYJltian 
freighler 1:1 (l//.\l·;" but failed 10 nole 
Ihal 1:1 Q".,,';r wus a 40-year-old cal-
tic boat. then moored at Alellandria. 
in poor shape. 500n tu be: sold for 
scrap. rrobably incapable of leaving 
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her pier. lind a most improbable can· 
didate for a Lillert)'·look·alikc:, 

CFfW'S Speech Was Restricted 
The: Lihm I' crew had been told 

carl)' in the co\'erup that they would 
be frce to talk to the press once the 
court of inquiry report was declassi· 
fied and released, But this was not to 
be, The long·awaited freedom to 
speak was fraught with so many re
strictions as to be no frcedom at all, 
Men "ere told that they could say 
011(1' "hat had been said by the court 
of tnquiry and that they must use 
ellactl\' the same words that the court 
had uSed. ~Then:fore.~ men were told 

guns. and he was required by his se
niors to wrap his guns in canvas MSO 
as not to appear hostile. ~ Like Uh
t'''). he was assured that Min the un· 
likely event~ he got in trouble. friendly 
fighter aircraft could be overhead in 
minutes. When he did get in trouble. 
the fighter cover failed to arrive ·-·jusl 
as with Uh"" .... The very forces that 
were to have protected him failed to 
pc:rform .. , just as with Uhl''','~ 

Commander Bucher now bcliC\'es 
that. had the full story of the Uht'1l ... 
allack been known to planners and 
commanders invoh'ed with the 
Put'bl ... the PI'I'M .. traged)' might 
have ended differently. Ilntead. 

• 8 
emillers. whcrc: the k nowledlle could 
aid in development of ele~1ronic war. 
fare countermeasures, 

While other platforms can do much 
of this work. probably no other \"C. 

hicle can do it as well. and cerlainl\' 
no other se:nsor can co\'er a target a', 
thoroughly. The extent of loss ma) 
not be known until some diMant com· 
ma,lder is suddenl)' faced by a new 
and unknown electronic threat for 
which h: has no effc:c:ti\'e defense. 

Mililar ... Rtl'i",\; in a recent review 
of Anaull 011 Iht Ubtrl,'; aptly noted 
,'1at Min it~ vital interest. a state must. 
on occasion. be brutal. ... ~ Perhaps 
that. too. i5 a Ieuon to be learned 

warnings read to them at morning under circumstances vcry to that a state. no mailer ho\>.· seemingly 
quarters. Mthere is nothing new that those seen so recently in the Uht>"... friendly toward the United States. is. 
we would be able to tell them in an allack. and the American military re· Gbo\'e all. a so\·ereign. indepc:ndent. 
interview'- sponse was the same: no visible reac· self·interested nation and will put its 

The fact that the radios we:re tion at all. own national interests first if forced 10 

jammed. that napalm was used. that make a choice; that we cannot depc:nd 
the life rafts were shot up in the water. Behlnd·the-Sctn, Efforls upon the forbearance of a friendly 
that American forces failed to arril'e Even before the PUI'M" capture. state when that state perceives that we 
during a 2Yl·hour ordeal. or thut most the gOl'ernment took some behind· are doing something unfriendly. such 
cf the crew considered that allnck the·seene steps to protect the intelli· as obsef\'ing its secret war prepara. 
deliberate. were all among details gence ships: those operating in partic· tions from u neutral position; and 
omilled from our government's pub- ularly dangerous waters. such as usss that. if we do. we should be prepared 
lished version of the court of inquiry Sl'rgt'DI/I Mllllt'r near Cuba. were to defend the observers. 
report. so those mailers were not to given destroyer escorts. Some consid· But because the friendly naiion in 
be discussed. eration was given to nying ol'ersi/e this case is the nation of Israel. and 

Such order~. I belie,,:. were an nags or to paintinllthe American nag because the nation of Israel i~ widely. 
o\'erreaction to any legitimate con· on the ships' decks. When it became passionately. and expensively sup· 
eern for security. and perhaps they clear that adequate protection would ported in the lInited States. and per· 
were not ;'ven legal orders. but they add tremendously to an already ex· haps also because a proper inquiry 
did serve to inli.nidate the crew. keep- pc:"sive opc:ration. the ships were re- would reveal a humiliating failure of 
ing the story under wraps for many moved from service and the technical Command. Control. and Communica-
)'ears. rcsearc:h ship program was dismantled. tions. an adequate investigation of the 

What has been the cost of the Uh- Loss of thill nation's nc:c:t of dedi· allack on the \ISS Lih"" ... has yet tll 
trI," cOI'erup? cated intelligence collccting ships was be politically palatable. 

___ Onc.ob.vious.c:ostJw_bccn.Ld«ply ____ d«ply_..fcIL1ILthuntclliaence_com"-____ ..And_slLlhcJo:ssons_o~.wal:nlfl~L~~-_ 
shakell fahh among the many who munity. No other plalform can quite plomaey. politics. and history remain 
know the truth. Some Uht".\' survi· do thc same job. Clcarly. other sen· unlearned. • 
vors have told me that they aban· sors are available, but no other plat. 
doned a Na\'y carcer because of their form can put 300 or more men within 
dismay ol'er the allack; II Uhtrl.\' a few miles of an emiller for days or 
officer told me that he would not even wc:c:ks at a time, complete with 
want his son to sef\'C in the military many thousands of pounds of suppo" 
because he n'J longer fcels confident equipment. and all with limitless tceh-
that our country will support its nica1 resources instantly available by 
forces in combat. radio from home. 

But more important are the lessons So when the ships were lost. with 
that have not been learned. Seven them went much of their unique intel· 
months after the Ub..".\' attack. Com- Iigence·pthering eapability. Impor • 

. mander lloyd Bucher sailed the U55 tant among the abilities lost=beyond 
P",blo from Japan toward North direct support to local c:ommandm 
Korea on an intelligence mission quite Rnd SIOINT support to national au· 
similar to Libt")"" Commander thorities-was the ships' capacity to 
Bucher was refused pnlire trainina locate, colle~t. and repo" sophisti· 
for his gun crews, he was limited to cated foreign electromagnetic signals 
100 rounds of ammunition for :ach for addition to the national data base 
of his puny deck-mounted machine of known characteristics of elc:c:tronie 
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JAMES G. ABOUIlElK • 
THOMA5 G SHACK, III 
GIlEGGOIlY 8. MENDENHAll 
RAYMOND J. KIMBALL 
GLfNN M. iELDMAN 
THOMAS J. NICIIOLSON .' 
NICHOlAS J CLAKAS 
'AtWmb IN lOI.rt1t o.u.otA 

ABOUREZK. SHACK 8 MENDENHALL 
P. C. 

.)Ij()f A1*ITltO I" Duf1K1 Cf (OUliDlA 

Mr. JaJOOs M. Ennes, Jr. 

(lear Mr. Ennes: 

SUITE 500 

1129 TWENTIETH ST .. N. w. 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 20036 

(202) 293-5900 

January 28, 1980 

CAlU' AWIAll 
TtW(oIIO-.oos 

!OUTH O ..... OTA OIllCE 
SUITt 2OO.LA'I' C£lm~ 
S05 ow. NINnt InElT 

SIOU~ FALL.\. !oL~ll O ..... OTA 511001 
16O!>! ))5-7100 

I just returned from a trip to Saudi Arabia and found YOUl' 

letter of January 21 waiting for me. I did read 'Assaul t on the 
Liberty 1 during a recent vacation in the early part of this n(lnth. 
Because I had to nk~e the trip to Saudi Arabia immediately upon my 
return, I was not able to write to y~u about it and I apol~gise. 

What I want to say now, and should have said earlier, is 
inc and shows a 

tremendous 8Illlunt of research and a to • iPitimF1>--------
reaction upon reading it was that you have perfonned an act of patriotism 
in writing the book which equals or exceeds that of your behaviour during 
the time you were under fire. I read through the sanitized copy of the 
transcript of the Board of Inquiries I hearing and reached virtually the 
same conclusion - that it was a terrible whitewash. Even the facts that 
came out during the Board of Inquiry did not support the conclusion that 
"''as appended to it by the Navy. 

I hope that something comes of this as a resul t of your book 
and I also hope that it becomes a best seller. If there is anything 
I can do to help in that regard, please let me know. 

Best of luck to you. 

with warnest personal regards, 1 remain, 

Sincerely, 

•• 
I "L·t. 

, James Abourezk 
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JAIO •. DIU. ). 

Denr Friends: 

Since Assault on the Liberta was first published, it has been the target 
of a smear campaign directe by some who object to the telling of this 
story, most notably the Israeli government. Soon after Assault first 
appeared, the Israeli Foreign Office in Jerusalem produced an attack on 
the book charging that "Ennes allows his very evident rancor and subject
ivity to override objective analysis" and that "Ennes's conclusions fly 
in the face of logic and the mil itary fac ts." 

Those arguments were subsequently adopted by the Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B'rith for distribution to Israeli supporters throughout the 
United States and w~re picked up, embellished, and further cirCUlated 
by other Israeli supporters such as, for instance, an editor of Jewish 
Week who charged in print in a ~ecent letter to the Overseas Press Club 
Bullettn that "Ennes's book about the sinking (sic) of the Liberty reeks 
with a hatred that is blind to the facts." The result of all this 
emotional rhetoric has been serious damage to sales, and a marked 
reluctance of media executives to allow discussion of ~his story. 

The campaign has been pervasive and successful. For example, a talkshow 
7=~~~~~~~~~~~e~i==~~o~v;e~r~5~O~O~c;o~mplainlng letters in an 

obviously organize campa gn, a s e was ,,~~~'-UT?----------

during a discussion of the Liberty story. The Washington Post received 
hundreds of angry letters and telephone calls following a highly laudatory 
review. Retail and whOlesale booksellers are regularly informed, falsely, 
that A~sault on the Liberty is out of print and will not be reprinted, ()r 
tha tit has been "withdrawn because it is libelous," or that it should 
not be ordered because it will come out soon in paperback. All such 
reports are false, but they have effectively blocked most retail sales 
of the book--although enough orders have ~rickled through that the book 
has gone through four printings and is still in print and in demand. -
Partly to overcome distribution obstacles, I have arranged with my 
publisher to buy and sell the book myself through a small retail outlet 
near my home. Even this, however, has been difficult. Even though my 
orders are relayed through a nandom House vice president, most such 
orders are tampered with after they leave his office, apparently by 
individual pro-Israeli clerks acting on their own in the Random House 
warehouse. 

My orders are routinely delayed, lost, shipped to incorrect addresses, 
billed incorrectly, and in almost every case have been shipped by some 
means other than the one requested (e.g., mail when UPS is requested or 
UPS when mall is requested). 

____ v ________ , __ ~ • ___ • ____ ,_, ___ • .~, _________________ • ______ _ 

Recently two large and important shipments from Random House were not 
shipped at all. They "dropped out" of the Random House computer during 
processing. Tbose shipments included your order. 

Random House is doing its 
reshipped my order by air 
was nevertheless delayed, 

best to overcome the problem, 
express at their own expense. 
and I apologize for the delay. 

and in fact 
But your order 

Since:2) YOU1'S, :! Q 
~ __ ---:~_~~11"''''''''''' 9;,. ~,..." r' 
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Israel. At 1056. the Noratlu ap~ Rgain a"d 
flew four slow eirelH around the UM-ty. It reap
peared overhead at 1126 and again at 1220. Lieuten
ant JamH G. EnnH. officer of the drck. noted that 
on Nch overflight it circled fop about ten minutH 
and did not mah any attempt '0 signal the UlJrrty. 

MNnwhile. at 1117. Commander Sixth Pleet. "c,
ing upon the orders of CinCUSNavEur and the )cs. 
had prepared the mHSige for the UlJrrty which .:Ii
r..·cred her to move 100 miles offshore. 

During the lunch hour. most of the off-watch offi
cers and crew spread themselves around the decks to 
soak up a bit of sun. Lieutenant ~rge H. Golden. 
the chief engineer. was lying in a deck chair from 
which he watched the Noratlas dire.;tly overhead, 

were down at the Ubtrty in these moments. 
what they saw was a large merehant sillp. its decks 
littered with a hundred or more half-naked bodies 
staring sightlessly at the sky. It was not a scene that 
sU88ested menace. The chief engineer's eye also in
spected his srack for smoke III\d caught on the flag 
flying from the bridge mast. At lunch Golden had 
remarked to Lieutenant (junior grade) Malcolm Wat
son that he wished they were flying their 7 by 13-
foot holiday ensign which provided twice the area fur 
identification. 

The UM-ty carried more conspiruous identification 
than her national ensign. Victory-type hulls fes
tooned with antenna.: were rare commodities. limited 
to the UM-ty and her sister uss Btl",o", (AGTk-4). 
And the big "GTR f' painted on her bows and the 
sides of her Itern wu unique among the world's 
Ihip!' .. Very few of the world's navies paint the "pen
nant" numbers of their ships on bows and Stern, 
much less with white paint backed up by black shad
ing to accentuate the white.' The numeral "5" on 
the U6m,', bows wu almosr 10 feet tall, freshly 

-. -~ -' 

I" • u .. 

Aft" ,I. ,,'1M6 .. ,I. Liberty. ........ ,I. ,,, ... Ii, tilli.,. ,,., ",b,..""', , .. ",6, ,.i, ,.."., u ..... ,I. BO"i ... EI 
Qweir, .. • 1It6,_lIn, ."tII eItIn Bo,''''. ",,,,, ,NY ...... , 
11ft i • .. ,1Iet. , ........... ,I. u ....... , ... ,,,.,, rtIIIH EI Ami,. 
F ... aiL 

Ltbtr,,'s "armament" was only a token of the exp"," 
tne guns. 

two on the forecastle and two aft of the dcckhouse. 
They wert on open mounts which did not even have 
splinter shields. 

The Li/mty's only real defense was effective dam
age control. On 5 June. the day the Arab-Israeli War 
began. the captain circulated a memo among his 
bridge and combat information center personnel 
which emphasized that". . . maximum effort must 
be made to minimize personnel/material damage. 
safeguard the watertight integrity of the ship. and 
continue performance of primary mission." And he 
added. ". . . it is better to set GQ [general quar
ters] in doubtful cases than to be taken by surprise; 
take immediate action as may be required by the 
situation. then advise me of what steps have ~n 
taken." 

At 1310. the UM-ty's general announcing system 
sounded with "This is a drill! Thii is a drill! General 
Quarters! All hands man your battle stations . . ." 
This wu the UM-ty's third GQ drill within four 
days. All aspecn of the drill went well except that it 
took four minutes and 45 seconds to set Condition 

--------~,~t~~~ oneortwo~~m~i~la~i~n~g~oodV¥hvi~Si~b~il~_-,·-7.n~a~s~.ICo~~m~mganU~deJr~M~~~Unas~lemre~dguUWW~edl~t~h~is'~u~exc~aK_~-'----
ity. And on this day ofT EI Arith the visibility wu sive and gave his crew members a brief lecture over 
excellent. the announcing system. He called their attention (0 a 

Lieutenant Golden's mind turned to the general gteat tower of oily black sn,.)1ce boiling up into the 
quarters drill the captain hid planned (or aner the brilliantl)· blue sky about 20 mila wat o( EI Arish. 
lunch hour. Commander McGollllle wu well aware It .... grim evidence that their ship .... in a poten-
thar his ship's usignmenr to the Eastern Meditena- tially dangerous location. He insisred that they hid 
Dean posed significsntly gteater hazards than the to be a team of "heads-up ball pl.yen." 
cruising condirions off somnolent Wat A&ica. The The GQ drill wu secured at B50. The captain 
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checked the ship's position by radar. She was heading baule stations over the general announcing system. 
283°, a shade north of due west, as she had ~n Thpn he lunged acroll the wheelhoUlf to jangle the 
since 1132. The LilHrly was 14 miles off the engine order t~legraph to full ahead, ,hen flank 
shoreline. At 1400, lookouts reported jet aircraft to speed. 
the north, and the captain went out on the starboard The air anack battered its way through the ship 
wing for a look with his binoculars. There was a from \4113 to 1410. The planes crisscrossed the ship 
single jet fighter about 5 miles off the starboard abour every 45 seconds, first with rockets and 
quarter at 5,000 feet and paralleling the tnck of the napalm, then strafing. One napalm container hit the 
.!lip. port side. Two others were set" to miss the ship and 

The airplane did not appear menacing, but the fall into the Y.a, and it may be rresumed that others 
captain was uneasy. He ,ailed to Lieutenant (junior were dropped and missed. The airplanes ~,'ere 
grade> Uoyd C. Painter, the officer of the deck, French-built Dassault Super-Mysrere 8.2 fighter-
"You'd beuer call the forward gun mounts." The bombers. which possessed a supersonic dash c~".lbil-
guns were not fully manned. but lookouts were ity and were similar in performance ro the U.S. Air 
b.;ing kept at the stations. Meanwhile. Ensign MaI- Force F·IOO. Armed for a low-level attack mission. 
calm O·Malley. the junior officer of thl: deck. was each could carry about two dozen large.caliber un-
searching the fringes of the radar screen for a distinct guided rockets. When the rockets were expended, 
bearing on the low and almost featureless ~horeline each plane had two 30-mm. cannon to bring to bear. 
when fast-moving contacts tuShed onto the screen at Trained to attack small. maneuverable targets such as 
082°. He reported. "Uoyd. I think I have three con- tanks and armored vehicles. it was '\lith the greatest 

-----tac;'4-~~_.....:":-BlLlL.fajlllliU~~ i!~~~~_~efcase~~t~ha~t~th~e~ Israeli pilots bu(Chered the large. 
one of the forward porthOles on the Drtllll;ee 
ing a telephone. trying to alert men on the forecastle The i aircraft ordnance. desi~ned to penetrate 
gun mounts. BecaUlf of peculiarities in the telephone the armor of tanks. punched righr through the Lilllf'-
circuit, this exercise was always ftuStrating. Ifs 2.!'l'ear-old shell plating. Ripping through two 

In this same moment. Commander Sixth fleet's or three bulkheads and into the heart of the ship's 
message ordering the Ubmy to move offshore by 100 living spaces. the projectiles exploded in compare-
miles had JUSt arrived at the U.S. Defense Com- ments and passageways wi':1 devastating effects upon 
munications System's radio station near Asman, human flesh. When ell8mined in a shipyard. the Ub-
Ethiopia, and was about to be retransmiupd to the my was found to have 821 holes large enough for a 
Navlll Communications Scat ion in Greece for relay to man's fist. and 164 of these were in the vicinity of 
the ship. It was a message that did not arrive aboard the bridge. Besides these holes there was fragmenta-
the Libmy until 10 June, when it was hand-delivered tion damage which exceeded feIlSOnable count. 
to the captain at Malta.' The seven-minute air attack left eight men dead or 

On board the UbtrlJ, most attention was focused dying and more than 100 wounded, 50 of them "ri-
on the "decoy" jet fighter cruising to starboard ously enough that they were completely out of ac-
Painter was still trying to "crank up" the gul' sta- tion. And the ship was afire at three different points. 
tions. O'Malley was witching the three fast sumee In the first 60 seconds. the ship's executive officer 
contacts when he saw additional high-speed "targets" and operations officer were killed. and all of the 
rush onto the screen. pass over the original contacts, senior deck officers were put out of action. The 
and speed toward the center of his radar display. The helmsman on watch was seriously wounded. and the 
new blips which seized O'Malley's eyes were jet man who replaced him wu killed. The third 
planes moving It almost 9 miles per minute. dashing helmsman. although wounded. managed to remain 
in at masthead height from astem. at his station until the end of the attacks. 

- -------1IefMf"O'MaIley-could-umr a·word,a-terrifK-fX--- ----1'he-radaLwas..shO~Il)'1 and combat information 
plosion shook the port side of the bridge from amid- center was useless. Most of the ship's radio transmit-
ships. Painter was looking directly at the starboard ting equipment was badly shot up or pm in tempo-
gun mount when it erupted in a flash and dis- rary disarray. The antenna systems were badly dam-
appeared in a cloud of smoke. In the same instant. aged. The interior communications room was a 
everything on the hridgeseemed to dissolve anto rip- shambles. The only internal communications work-
pies of boom-boom-boom-boom-boom u dozens of ing were the sound-powered telephones. and not all 
rocketS ripped through the deckhoUlf. Commander 'of those circuits were undamaged. Wont of all. the 
McGollllle ran in from the wing of the bridge. hit gyro compass was shot away. leaving only a jittery 
the general quarten alarm, and called tht ".ew to magnetic compass, and the rudder angle indicator 

- --- - - .. ~ - ---- -~-
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Ph ili p Geye 1 I n Page One 

introduction by Don Blalock 

Philip Geyelin has covered international affairs. he was with the Wall Street 
Journa 1 for twenty years coveri ng i nternat i ona 1 acti vi ties. he is familiar ~/i th 
the Middle ~dst. He covered the invasion of the Sinai in 1956. He was in Beirut 
when the Marines went in there. He covered Baghdad when there was a coup in '58. 
He covered Vietnam in the '60s. For a twelve year period he was the editor of 
the editorial page of the Washington Post. which gets a heck of a lot of scrutiny 
from a lot of people in this town. He is currently a syndicated columnist. He 
is the editor in residence for the Johns Hopkins School for International Studies 
in Washin9ton. He was also a Marine. 

de! "Ic!~.IoI.' 

To be invited to participdte in the first reunion of the survivors and their 
wives and friends and family of the attack on the Liberty, to co~emorate those 
who lost their lives and to celebrate the gallantry of all hands is no ordinary 
honor. 

s Pacific in WWII the battle 
for Iwo Jima. that uncommon va or was a ~ommon • e same can 
the performance of the crew of Liberty. The only difference is the uncommon 
cloud of conspiracy. deception. and even denigration that has denied those who 
wet'e lost and even those who survived the full measure of recognition they so 
richly earned. 

It is a privilege for Oil! to play even a sr.1{,l1 part in the process that serves. I 
hope wi 11 cClI't:i nue to serve, to es tab 1 i sh .. e"lIl,,118888 the mos t important mi ss i ng 
ingredient i', the story of the LiLerty·-thE tl'uth. the truth that gives meaning 
~nd purpose to sacrifice. 

1 might just add my grati ~.ude for your invi :ation on strictly personal terms. 
In WWII 1 did serve in the ~arine Corps, stlrting as a private and mustering out 
a~ a 1st Lieutenant. Never in my wildest inaginings did I ever dream of getting 
equal time with an admiral. or speaking at all in the presence of two admirals 
who have had distinguished careers that h.-ve reached as high as a United States 
naval officer can go. 1 can see why, frrn listening to Admiral Moorer. 1 envy 
anyone who can speak as eloquently as he did extemporaneously. We journalists 
only know what we think when we see what we write. I'm sorry to tell you I have 
written this speech. 

to make a few remarks about the 
diplomatic and political ramifications about the attack on the Liberty. 1 will 
t1'Y ~t~to-takl!too~long . . --~ ~ ~ - ~ .- ... .. ~ .. 

1 profoundly think that the politics and the diplomary of the affaitliDflif1l ,all' ., 
8098811809809181181j of the USS Liberty come down in the end quite simply to the 
tormenting missing ingredient: truth. W~en do governments tell it? When and 
why do they not? What does it do to the strength of our democratic system and to 
the effective functioning of a free society when they don't. 1 saw it comes down 
quite simply, because 1 see no purpose in laboring the question of whether in 
this instance we have at least a large part of the truth. Admiral Moorer has 
spoken eloquently to that point. You above all have the evidence of your senses. 
As eye witnesses, you know how little we yet have been told officially of the 
truth. and how much that was said, and is still being said, officially, is untrue. 
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IIble oil neldsln Ihe Sinal, hrlel was 
~in. Iroops on Ihe West Ba."k and 
:a Sirip ror more explnslonlSI ven-
~. 

11"1 MOTlna 
'he "Liberty" WIS In inle\llience 
I, Ii,hlly armed Ind conspicuous, In 
'Inltional wllers. Sources within Ihe 
leli lovernment, Ihe American CIA 
I SUle oepanmenl hive since deter· 
led Isrlel's motive for wanlinl Ihe 
iberlY" Ind her entire crew to sink: 
n one of its many earlier ventures, In 
" Ilrul hid seized Ihe Suez Clnll. 
~lldent Dwilht Eisenhower ordered 
Ie, 10 withdraw behind her Ihen· 

• The report said Ihe "Llber· 
ty's" speed wu 28·38 knots. Actuilly, It 
wu nve knots. 

• Israel said I ship wu reponed In 
the Irea II 6 am Ind 1IIIn II 9 1m. Ac
IUllly, Isrleli pllnes new over the 
"Libeny" II 5: 15, 8:50, 10:30, \I :26 
Ind \I :45 am Ind Iiain II I Z:20 Ind 
IZ:~S pm. 

• The Isrleli judie said lhll Ihe 
American nil wu nol displlyed Ind the 
Ship could be confused with In Elypllan 
vessel, "Et Kulr." Aclually, Ihe it .. 
wu dlSpllyed and eXlended In the 
breel.e, Ic:c:ordlnl to III testimony of the 
"Liberty" crew. 

.. 'EI Kllh' hu one· Ilobe Ind all were warned to be qu~t. 
founh the displacement or the 'Llbeny,' Some, after lenlnl the Nlvy, soon 
roul"ly one·hllf Ihe beam, I. 180 feel belan 10 lell Ihelr .Iory. Others, even 
.IIoner and 15 very dirrerenlly can· Irler le.vlna, were stili so Intimidlled 
nlured. The 'Liberty's' unu.ullinlenna thlt Ihey waited year. to speak out. 
arrlY and hull mlrkinls should hive , The fear or forfellinl promolions lind 
been visible 10 low·nyinl Ilrcrafl Ind pensions, of d~lwinl unattrlctlve IS· 
10rpedo boats." sllnmenls, Ind even delth was imposed 

• IIrlel cllimed Ihat Ihe shlD II on some crewmen (SPOTLIGHT, April 
"lhoUlhl" wu "EI Kasir" wu IIolnl30 16, 19:'6 and subsequently). 
knols. This should have ruled II oul Even now, Ihe Estlblishment press 
beclUse "EI Kulr's" top speed Is 14 tells IS little or Ihelr story as possible. 
knols, as published In "Jlne's Fllhtinl INC"EDIILE SURVIVAL 
Ships" Ind surely known to Isrlel Jur· The alll,k killed 34 American seamen 
inl I "pre·planned" war wilh Elypt. Ind 164 more were wounded as wive 

• The Sallns Inllysls also likes note after wive of Isrleli planes bOmbed the 
of nndinls by Ihe Israeli judie thlt the ship, dropped nlpalm thlt burned the 
"Liberly" had W·' Identified by Isrlel deck and slilors, while torpedo boats 
but numerous cases of m~slles belnl ripped lapinl holes in the hull. 
delivered by not received expllined the Planes rrom I U.S. aircraft clrrier 
"mistake." ICsponded to the "Liberty's" appeal for 
T"UTH WILL OUT help, but were recilled in Oilht before 
Th~ faci that the cover-ul' WI:> com- they reached the scene of the IIIICk. Ac· 

plele until The SPOTLIGHT's initial, cording 10 "Liberty" crewmen, Ihe air
in-ciepth expose nine years later h I!X- craft carrier commander's order. send-

plained ~y~t~h~e~e;xt~r~ao~~r~d~in:a~ry~5~I~ep~s~t~l:k~en~~~th~e*.~~~w~a~s ~co~u~n~t~er~m;a~n~"~ed~b~y ~a:-__________________________________________________________ b~~~IBbe~ 
subservient, press 10 Slip· were sent out were 10 
press Ihe truth. contin .. e to the 'Ubeny's" position. By 

Each crewman was warned to keep his thlt time, however, the Israeli allack 
mouth shutlnd not give any inlerviews. rorce had lerttite scene. 
James Ennis, an orricer who survived, Had the "1 .. lbeny" been sunk, as in· 
hid a typical experience, which he tended, Ind Ihe crew silenced forever, it 
related in his book. While lying In a coulif hive been bllmed on the Egyp
streicher deposited on the deck or I tians. BUI, with Ihe crew's incredible 
rr.scue ship, he WU, by his own accounl, SUrvlvII, the Irulh cannol be burled al 

a:celed by an Americln in ch·man Ihe bollom ofthe sea" f • ~ .... _ ... " ••. . t"",\ .,.,t, .• ,. ~/""'1 •• ii1'f,t;. • , ,t... .... . . &. 

.. 
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1II,·,,"~1 n~III"'1 h'r rt·hllllal '11a"" hUIII 

IIII' I'SS I.'''t'ri\" V"II'ra", ,\,,",iuli"ll. 
11111 IIII' ,·t·W wa' 11111 inlimid~II·.I. 

VI'''' IIWl1Ih.·,. UIII'IIIIiIl~ IIII' I'IWI 
nUlillllalllllll'('nlillll 11a''''I1 K,,,,,.llIli,," 
N'"l1h,·, 111<', "ullill!: "1"111 Ih,· {'nih·d 
Siall" III "'Iahli,h "a lillill!: II11'00llrial.. 
IIIIII"""!: II"",· 1111'" 1",11111 Ih,· rss 
I",,'t/" " 

The Israeli 
Government 
Persists 
l.a"l:d~ Ihmlll:h Ih,· "lIlIn, 111/.,10",/1 
1T"wm;'1I wllrL i"f. 1111(1'1111'" IIII' ,IlIn 
ha, III1W h""11 Illld 1111 IIII' hlllli pa!:," 
III IIII' ,,",,u' )i.,k 1."" .... 'fh,' /1,,1'111"',,' 
SUI'. alld Th,·I ..... ,,1".11,,/," "Ii"II·,. alld ill 
majm ,IIIri,·, ill III U 11\' 1111", .. pa!:," 
illdmlill!: 1'111' IIjuh"'.II'"'' I'"". 11 ha' 

1x'l'II 111\'1'1"1'11 rt'IM'IIII'III,' ill IlulillllUI 
win' ",,,·i,., 'IIII'i," allli 1111 lIalilll'dl 
ludilllll'''\I.rb. :\ .. IIIdill!: III,ul"I1I' 
IIi,,, .·I·UII' alld !lilll'ak, l'rt ',id"111 
It ('alrd II ·',"'11 1",'111 imll'd IIII' I.,lrl'l'" 
alla.k III hi, ,lull a' all ,'~alllplt' III" 
ra.·li I"'ud,,,I'1',:'o 

M,·""whilt·. IIII' I,ra,'" (;1l1"'''lm''1I1 
p •. ",.,j" ally 1,·It·a,,·, ,','I alllllh"1 "Ill· 
fi, i.,' \ "r,illll" IIf Ih,' illd,h'II" TIll' 
lall·,'. pn·pun·d hy I hI' II i.IIl"~ Il,·· 
pUrll1l"1I1 III Ih,· h .. a.·1i Ih·ft·II,,· hUH'I. 

wa' n·lt·a\(',1 ill I'''!:! 1111 Ih,· ,.,',. III 
II", 1,1,,·t/,· n'lIl1illll !.iL.· Ihll'" IIt·fll"· 
il. Ih,' "'1'";1 i!:I1I1 .... ' ha .. d "1 i,It·IIt1·. 
law, III phni., allli 11"1 illllllll' IIf .... ·11-
111"11, 11I,II'ud il ,111,,·11, 11111111' illlll·d 
iht.· ,Iailll' Ihal II", ,hip n"11 1111 fla!: 
alltl wa, I"uI'L,·d by I ada .. II 11111 pall III 
IMla" Ihal wl'n' ill fa, I lal 11t'I'IIlId I a,lal 
rail!:". 

,\, Ihi, i, 'Hill'·II. alllllh"1 'al~1I i, 
ab",,, III h.· lin·d. "n'lInlill!: III a till -

Orlg,nal and new lombalonea 01 S'X L,berty crewmen ,n Arlington Nahonal Cemelery, VI/gln,a 

11"1""""'111 ill \'·"I'alt·lII. 11111 1"d,lIl1!! 
l"a"li IIli .... ' wi!; p"bli,h a i.I"1 
wllnl,'''u,' 1111 IIII' {'SS 1,It,',/1 '" II", 
'"1111111'1 i,,",' III ,1,ltI"lI, ,\I .. ",M, II" 
a,,,hor, H'l'urll',Ih- 1II,Ii,'''' Ihdl Ih"11 
al III It, "H·IIII,·, all Ihal ha' 1'11'1 h,'"" 
,., ill"11 alMlni Ih,· "ra,·1i dlla,l" 

IiI dll Ihal. IIII' a .. lid,· II ill hall' III 
I",,,h',· all im III"i'II'm i," 111111,,1111 II", 
IIfli, ial h .. a,·h ,.~, n'l", Whl dll/".",/l 
""11'111"11 n·.all "al'll'" IIIII'1I111I1ai, 
,alltl' pillll' wh,·" 1,1 a"I,la i Ill' I h"", 
"u, 11(1lt·(ullllai'~aIU(·." (). \\h\ 1.''',0''\ 
'"'11'111"11 1I·1II,·mb.· .. ""'illl( IIII' Ill' 
IM'IIIlIIII'1I ·1t·liIM· .. all·11 d"'IIIII lit., 'J,r
al "'I", 111"'11 "I a,·I,lailll' Ihal II", 
1,,'1 ,hili wu' 1i1l·,IIM·flln· :!'Ill. 11 \\ III 
hall' III",'plaill awal' CL\ II'P'" I, Iha' 
:\\II,h" Hayan dill'l 11'1111 ... alia, L"" alld 
Ihal II,,· .h·, j,j,," III alia, L 11",/", ... ,\ 
Wa' lIIa,h' a day ill a,hulIII' " II ,hll"hl 
maL,' jllll'n"lill!: n'adill!:, 
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6. According to the oivision log-book, a target was located at 13.41 hours sit
uated at a distance of about 20 miles north of El-Arish. The division was ordered 
"to close in and identify the target", and reported that the unidentified target 
was moving at ~ speed of 30 knots westwards -- that is, in t:le direction of Port 
Said. 

A few minutes later, the Division Commander reported that the tar~et, now 17 
miles from him, was moving at a speed of 28 knots, and ~ince he could not overtake 
i:, he requested the dispatch of aircraft towards it. The Division Commander also 
reported that the target had changed its navigational direction. 

7. As a result of the request of the Navy H.Q. through i~s representative with 
the Air Force, aircraft was dispatched to the target. The aircraft carried out a 
run over the ship in an attempt to identify it. According to their statements, 
they were looking for a flag, but found none; likewise no other identification 
mark was observed. As against this, it was established that the painting of the 
ship was grey (the color of a warship), and two guns were situated in the bow. 
This was reported to I!.Q. 

On the assumption that they were facing an enemy target an order was given to 
the aircraft to attack. During the first stage of the attack the aircraft strafed 
the ship with cannon and machine guns, and during the second stage dropped bombs 
on it, which caused fires, and smoke was seen to rise from the ship. 

The aircraft was ordered to leave the target, to allow the torpedo boats, 
which meanwhile had drawn near, to engage in attack, but during the last run a 
1 aircraft observed the marking "CPR-S" on the hull of the ship. 

S. Upon receipt of the information about the' '1arking, SCI observed by the Filot, 
an order was transmitted to the torpedo boat division not to attack the ship, 
since its identification might not be correct. 

The Division Commander was ordered to approach the ship in order to establish 
visual contact and to identify it. The order was carried out, and the Commander 
reported that the ship appeared to be a merchant or supply vessel. The Division 
Commander also signalled the ship and requested its identification, but the latter 
replied with a signal meaning "identify yourself first". Meanwhile the Division 
Commander was consulting and perusing a book on the identification of Arab Navies 
and making comparison with the target seen by him, he came to the conclusion that 
he was confronting an Egyptian ~upply ship by the name of "El-Kasir". At the same 
time the commander of another ~~rpedo boat of the division informed him, that he 
also had identified the ship as the Egyptian "El-Kasir", and then at 14.36 hours 
the Division Commander authorized the division to attack with torpedoes. And in 
fact a torpedo was fired at the ship and hit it. Only at a later stage, when one 
~f the torpedo boats approached the ship from the other side were the markings 
"CTR-S" noticed on the hull, and then the final order was given to break off the 
attack. 

It is to be noted that throughout the contact no Amerir.an or any other flag 
appeared on·the ship, and it was only a helicopter, sent after the atta~k in order 
to render assistl;.nce .. - if necessar)' -- whic~ noticed a small American Flag flying 
over the target. At that stage the vessel was finally identified as an 

--.-.·-~··--au(u.o r'l1'veUlance....ship_of.the _U.S .. J"IlYr_. _________ .. _ .... __ . .. __ ~__ ~ ___ .... _ ... _ .. _ 

9. Although at no stage of the inquiry was any evidence brought on the results of 
the attack, it is reasonable to a~sume, 1n view of the testimony as to the nature 
of the hits, that loss of life. as well as material damage to the ship, was caused. 
Nevertheless, according to the evidence presented to me, the shir succeeded in 
leaving the area of the incident under its own power, without requiring the 
assistance offered. 
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'Ih~ Chief Military rrose~utor attack~d tllis identificatio~ as wlrrasonable in 
view of the ;act that it was dear to all those involv~d In the inddent, that it 
was inconceivable for this auxiliary 'Ship to shell the lil-Arish \:oast, or for her 
ever to mOVE; at a spe~d of :w or .?8 knots, Ill' also argued that its I'resellce at the 
scene of tht' incident was without lo~i.:. Th .. , \lnswer to this submission, as expl"ined 
to Ill', was that those ,oncern~d wt!re entitled, Oil tht! assumption that the COlllol ":\S 

indeed shell~d, tu sUlmise th~t she forllled, perhaps. part of the vessels engaged In 
the she II ing of the shores whid, succeedf'd to get away from the area, which sh~ 
lagKed b~hind them, Or. a~ one of the ~itnesses crJlltendl'd, she t.ad COIIIC to assist 
ill tht! evacuat iOIl of E~ypt ian soldiers, strallill ing in tht' areas o,clI(l~d by our 
for~es , 

lb, There is no dO.Jbt to the fact, that the refusal of tht' "Uberty" to Identify 
helself-~ the, ten·pllel ... IH~atsi hrl!cly nlOtr(buted to th\" errot of identification. 
The lJi .. ision Commander t~stifil'd that Iw signalled thl' "Liberty" atter tile ulr,'''''r'''a''''r''''( 
attad and requestl'd its hi(.'ntifkation, and was answcl'ed "idtmtify yourself 
If the conduct of th( captain of the "Liberty" .:an still be explailled by th., 
existing, as I have heard III maritime tradition, that CI v('ss(' I I>elollginll !l' 

\loes not id~ntify itsdf first to a :;maller v('ssel, then such conlluct I:allno~ 
comprl!hen\led when th~ request flJr idelitification follows ali ain:raft "ttud., 'i 

an event shoul\l have, in my II ~nion, iliadI.' the ~.ll>tain r~'alise. that he had beeli 
ilttacke\l because hI!' was regal'ded as an enetly ta"lIet, 

In additi(ln, I must add that the !HvisiQn COllllldnder lIave evide",:e frolll the 
experhmce of the Navy in the Sinai Waf, that when the destroyer "Ibrahim I:I-Awal" 
was reque .. ted to identify its ... lf b)' our vessels, she .,ave till' same reply "identify 
yourself first". Li"f!wise, the llivision COIII/IIiI'l,lel' and one of the torpedo boat 
co .. utn\lers test i fie\l, that the target was reported to have opened fI re upon one uf 
the torpedo boats, Unuer those cirCU.5tance~ it loeems, that the id(.'ntificatiofi, In 
the third stage of the activity of our forces. as tht" "El-Kasir", loa" well within 
reason. 

To sum up these last counts, IIY conclusion i~ thin in all the drcUllstances of 
the case, the conduct of anyone of the nllvlli officers concerlled in this inddent 
cannot be considered unreasonable, to an extent which justified co.ital for trial, 

For all my rl'l:ret that our forc.:es were involved in an inddent with a ~essel of 
a friendly state, and its sad outcolle, I oUKht to put the behavior of each of the 
officers, who had any c.:onnect ion 'II i th the inc.:ident, to th ... test of the conduct of 
rea'iDnable offi!:er:i ll\lri.l!~ wart ille ope rat ions. when the na\'a I a rID of the I srae I 
Defense Forces was confronted wi th maritime forces superior 1n nURlbe" , "nd whll!lI all 
involVl.'d were conscious of the task befor.., them -- t(' protect the slIfety of Israel, 
to identity every ene.y threatening fl. the ::ea, to attack it speedi Iy and to 
dr 1 ,-oy it, The criterion for re:.&sonable conduct \mder these conditions may 
~ ~ibly differ fro~ that 10 tilles of relstive ~uiet, Indeed, ~hoever peruses the 
at Ie evidence presented to ae, lillY conceivably draw SOIle lesson regarding the 
re!.tions between the two aras of the Israel Defense Forces, which were involved in 
the 1ncidtnt, and the operational procedures in tilles of war, particularl)' between 
the \llfferent branches of the Navy -- but all this is certainly not within the 
scope of my inquiry. Yet I have not d:~-~vereu any deviation froll the standard of 
reasonable conduct which would jus!,fy the c~~ital of anyone for trial. In view of 
what has been said above, I hold, that there is no sufficient amount of priaa facei 
evidence, justif~inK co .. ittinv anyone for trial. 

Given the 13th day of Tau:r., 5727 (21.7.67) and read in the presence of the 
Chief Military Prosecutor -- Rav-~ren l~i, the Chief Military Defence Counsel -
S&an-Aluf Tein, and the Actine Chief of Naval Operations. 

Y. YERUSHALMl, S&an-Aluf 
EUllinin& Jud&e 
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At 1341 hours, the Division detect.d the target on ltl rider - 20 ~111s 
northwest of El-Arfsh and 14 .il~, off the coast of Bardtwfl. The offlc.r 
at the CIC on the flagship, [nsign Ylfrach Aharon, reported that the targtt 
had been detected it I rlnge of 22 .1,.s, t~at her speed hid beln tracked 
for a few mlnJtes, after w11lch '16had detel"lP.1Md that the target WIS IM)vlng 
westward at I speed of 30 knO··5. Thill! dlb were forwarded to the F1Ht 
Operations Control Center • 

. Ihe speedw"ttle tat get dlltllct.ed .tty- the Israel N.,!~, 01VU4on ..wus1gn1f1r:ant mu' 

In that it in~~~u~~~. beyond doubt, that the targ.t was a combat vessel - since 
only combat ships can develop such high speeds. Stlnding lsr~el Navy operation 
procedures state explfcttly: """en there are rept'rts of an enemy In the th.atre, 
and radar detects one or lOre ships salling at a speed abeve 20 knots, they 27 
shan be considered hostile and no furt.ler Identification shall be carr-led out." 
The given data created the impression at Naval Operations. of In en~ ship, 
tUrninq to escape In the d~rection of Port Said. The Chief o~ Naval Operltions 
asked ... e Division to dO\Jble-check their calcu16tions. A second check conflnned 
the dlrectfon of the target, but her speed WIS corrected to 28 knots. Since the 
Israel Navy Division was cruising at the same speed as the target, Ind therefore 
could not intercept it the DiYfsion c;)llllllnder requested that IAF planes be 
dispatched. 28 

In retrosper., it is clear that the data dealing with target speed were In
correct since the "Uberty· was not capabl. of cruising It such high speeds. 
However. It is astounding that the same target sPHII was measured Independently 
by two torpedo 6oats: T204 (with the Dlvisfon COIfI/IInder abeard) and T203 wIIfch 
estltllllted target spHd at 25 - 28 knots. 

The CIC officer on torpedo beat T2~ later presented several DOssfble explana
tions for the mistaken estiMate of the target's CpUfsfng speed. Etth~r the 
radar screen "jumped", or the radar operator read the ~nforMItfon Incorrectly, 
or the statistics were incorrectly recorded on the ctC plot - or I cOlDfnation 
of .11 the aDove. (The detection of the target at I range of 22 mfles WIS 11so 
unusual, since nontlll c1etectfOf'l rlnge WlS considered to be 12 - 15.11es).29 

The GOt Navy at the time, Rear-Admlrl' ShlOllOh Arel noted that torpedo bolts 
are prone to error in dete""fning the speed of I ship IIIOving in front of them, 30 
especially H the IfItIsurements Ire Clrrled out with short, int.,..iUtnt pauses. 
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Lt. Colonel Kislev pissed the attack authorization and instruction to 
establish contact with the~orptdo boats in the vicinity, to Regional 

Control 501 (or. band 186). 11Ie control unit passed on the 1nat"'c-

tions to th, IAF planes. 

The two -Mirage" ai rcraft reached the ship It IPprolti .. tely 1400 hours. 

The tOI •• tton 'eadel ,cartatRSp4ctof,IIfesr,ndtd to a height of_~ 
feet and cfl'cled the vessel twice; hh "untler two IXlcuted one identi

fication run. These runs revfaled to the pilots that the ship was not an 
Israeli vessel since she dfd not hlVI the identifying ~rkings (a white • 

cross on a red background). 11Ie ship WIS colored battleship grey, had I 
foremast, one smoktstack and two guns on her bow. No flag or other identi

fytng sign was discerned. 11Ie fontlltion le3dlr reported this to the torpedo 

boats Ird Control and then the aircraft received permission to attack. 

At 1400 hours the -Mirlge- planes attacked the -~iblrty- and executed four 

strafing runs, firtng only with their guns since they had no other ordnance 

availl~le. Good hits were scored by the strafing runs. Damage could be dis
cerned on the body of the ship and fire broke out on her portside.

37 
According 

to the cOMI.nder of the -Liberty-, the American fla~ which was flying on 

the .. st durtng the attack, was also kllOcked down. 

Wb.tle the -Mtrlge" attack was proceediag, the COIIIIIInder of Regional Cl..ltrol 

SOl expertenced JIC::lIntary dOUbts IS to the identity of the vessel. It appeared 
that wttfI the start of the attack, whell the cOIIIIIInder of Reg40nal Control SOl 

{nformed the Navy representative at Regionll Control of the ongoing operation 

the lat.ter .IS not yet aware of the aSSIult anet bwecliately cilled Fleet Opera

tions (;antral Center. Any dou~t .IS i.edlltely rt£tOved .hen the NIlvy repre
sentative at Regtonll Control announced that it .as -Okay-. 39 The enti re 

clar1ficattGn lasted a short tiM and tn effect the aUack was not interrupted 
at all. Meanwhile. Lt. Colonel Kissl .. directed an additional aircraft fo~-
tton to the ship. TIlts WI' a patr of s.per-~stere aircraft (-Royal- fo .... t1on) 

on tts way to the M1tla Pass.Control t.fo~ Lt. Kisslev that this fo .... t1on 
.as al"lllfCl w1th napa'hn.not effective for attacking sMps. But in sD1te of this 

fact he tnstruc:ted the fo.-t10n to join the attack with "whatev.r they ha"- ~O 
The -Royal- fonaat1on passed over the ship at a height of 1&.000 f"t. as 
the previous fOr8Uon .as .. ecut1ng its last strafing run. The fo.-t1on 
uecuted two attack. ruM with napal •• and OM napal. bcIIt struck the ship. 
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of 8 June, Jordan officially announced ~er acceptance of the ceasefire. 
l,rael', control ov.r all of Judta-Sa.-ria .a5 already known and had bten 

publh:1ztd throughout the world. 

Wh11~ it is true that on tht Egyptian front f1ght1nq was still going on, 
it was clear that the outcome had already been determined and the dimen
sions of the Egyptian def.at and the Israeli victory were known. lews of 

d_ theaestruct1onof tile A,'all Ai" ~grcts be .. bHn w1de1y~ubl!s~d throughout ______ 0._-

the world two days .ar11.r. 
, 

One may therefore ask what other ~11itary victories or 1ait5 acca.olis 
did Israel hive to hide. Moreover, when the -Liberty" appeared eff 

Israel' shores on the morning of 8 June, the ship's crew had already 
'errned of all the above events via the mass media. Thus. even hid 
the "L1berty" been sunk, such an act would not hllve suppressed nas 
of Israel '5 victory, and 1n any .vent there was no need to do so. 

Isr.el had maintained a certain Nsmokescreen" on 5 June 1967. How
.ver, the ~moic.e was dissipated for all prlctical purposes. on Israel's 
own initiative during the night of 5-6 June. Me other "smokesCrtel\" 

ever existed. 

Ennes' book attempts to present a more limited but better established 
JOtive for Israel's allegedly malicious intentions:-

"The Is"I111 Government was acutly aware of President Johnson's 
warning that he would support Israel only in self-defence. not 
ill attacks against her neighbors. It was importent. thr.n for 
Israel to be seen as an innocent victim fighting to ward off 
hordes of wild-eyed Arabs. Not surprisingly. Israel claimed that 
nearly everything she did was in self-defence ••••• now• with the 
.ar virtually over and the world crying for peace. could 1sr.el 
put troops in 5yM. withoUt being seen as an agrlnor ? probably 
not. Not with tht USS "Liberty" so cloSt to shore and presumably 
list.ning. "Liberty" would have to 9O ••••• Gener., Elazar was fOrced 
to delay the invas40n until "Liberty" was dispatched." 83 

The author claims that the Isra.,i attack on Syria had betn schlluled 
init1l11y for the IIOmin9 of 8 June. and due to the "Liberty'S" appear-

ance was postpClted for 24 hours. 
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Mr. James ~t. Ennes, Jr. 
6413 Kenhow~ Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland 2G034 

Dear Mr. Ennes: 

GEORCE CHRISTIAN 

January 5, 19".'8 

In regard to your letter of December 21, I can give you the follow
in g in forma t ion. 

- ---- -" --- - - - - - - -- - -~- ---- -- -- - ----
When the Presidl~nt first learned that uss i.i~ER'rY fiaabeen attaCKea,
he feared the act had been committed by Russian planes and submarines. 
Obviously, he was relieved ~hen he learned an hour or so later that 
the Israelis were the ones involved. 

When the Israeli government apologized, the initial reaction ir, the 
White House wa2 to take the apology at face value. 

Nevertheless, the President asked Clark Cl~fford, who was then on 
the Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, to head an immediate 
investigation into the matter. It was on the basis of this report 
that the President concluded there was no evidence that the attacl; 
was intentional, and he so reported in his memoirs after he left 
office (without referring to the Cliff~rd investigation). 

Frankly, there was considerable skepticism in the White House that 
the attack was accidental, even though tragic mistakes are rather. 
conunon during warfare. It must be remembered that the majo>,- l ~_n
sideration facing the President at the time was whether the wac 
could be stopped before a confrontation was precipitated with the 
Soviet Union. It was imperative that the United States maintain 
enough leverage with Israel to bring about a cease-fire. The 
attack on USS LInr:R'l'Y was extremely serious, but not of the crisis 
pr.oportions of the threats made by the Soviet Union a few days 
later to intervene militarily. 

In later years when there was renewed speculation in various publica
tions about the attack, together with the eyewitness accounts of 
some of the men on USS LIBERTY, I became convinced that an accident 
of this magnitude was too much to swallow. If it were a deliberate 
attack the question remains, of course, of whether it was a tactical 
uecision on the part of elaments of the Israeli military or whether 
it was ordered by high officials. Even in 1967 there was a strong 

1810 AMfRICAN 'ANI( TOWER AUSTIN, T£XAS 78701 (5121 47~211l 
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Liberly neared the shore because it was fo 1 t ther'e wOl.ild be a need ao evaoute 
U. S. Ci~izenB an' to mllintain communication with the U,S. embast,y in tho .re~ .. l)id the: 

Liberty notify ISl'lteli lIuthoritic; on its mission, if not why not? And if this 

wS:s the case why did the Liberty tr'y to hid .. fr'om the curvailence vessels of the I!iaeli 

navy. 

It diffel'eflt ~')\ '1nati on: the lntc1!igem;e ship 

was sent to "keep tabs" 011 Jsrael so that S.H: would not deveate from the pre-

prranged battle plan with the United states (sic) and Israel wanted to hide the take 

over of Judea and Samaria and especially the liberation of Jerusalem and therefore 
• 

attacked the Liberty. PearEon also claims that the Libel·ty had exposed the fact 
.. 

that Israel had "cooked" the messages that t:ygpt and Jordan were sending each other I 

• thus seducing .Jordan to enter the war offensively. Therefo1'e the ship had to be 

attacked. 

Pearson omits the fact that the day before the attack on the ship the entire 

world knew about lsrat:l's take over of the West Bank and that Illl communication IIctw"'br'ks • w 

reported that the Isrseli flag flew atop 'the Western Wall and at Sharm-AI-Sheik. It 

was also kno~~ of tho famous conversation between Nassar and Hussien in which they 

clllimed that they ,;erc being bombt;d by U.S·. and G.H. planes. 

The recent publications by Smith and Pearsoll do not answer a'few questions 

e.g. why did the Liberty Command refuse to identify it~clf after it was discovered 

and wait until after it was attacked? ~~y didn't the vessel call for help when it was 

clear what the ship was? ~~y ~id the ship -try t 0 hide? This is how authors hide the 
oJ 

facts: 1. an Eygptian submar'ine had fired 011 n-Arish that same m()rnin(!, and . . 
quickly returned to the directio~f Port Said. The author distorts the basic re~sons 

for the war breaking out and even chorgelIsrael with a major part. Israel hod refused 

to allow the UN force to move into the area across from EI-Arish. Thus many would con-

aider the charges against Israel as the truth and even in Israel this is so. 

M~be too much time has passed and aany of the facts have been forgotten. 

l'/hat happened 12 yean a"o today? On the fifth of Joine the Israeli Air 

Force wiped out the entire Arab air force.' Irfhe next three days 1II0St of .the Eygptian 
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.. , .~ 

, . ~., -and .'ol.d ..... land fOl'CcS had becn defe:tled. On the morning of lhe 8th an Eygptian Bub-

madill' n(,lu'ed the COllst lind fir'ed (In EI-Arisb A rulVal ship from the navy was 

~cnt to illtcrccpl. The submarine quickly backcd off toward Port Said. 

- .~. . -
At 11:24 II shot wAs reported on El-Al'ish. Responding to this report at 12:05 thl'ee 

t ol'pe do boat 5 took 0 ff f or -;tUI~le;-;a;-;r:;e~al~.----CC:Jl~0~ss;te;tt:Co)11~2~:·~iltWiiiSrcponeU""tlIm1Hmt;------------

unknown boat was slipping away f!'o:u then in the directloll of POI't Said. 

All further report£ l'ecorded
J 

from the time the target was detected til tht: mistake 

• 
was discovere~ leave ,"0 room for doubt. The Liberty ""as bottbcd due to a caEe of mistakell 

identity. But before we return and describe' this incident we ""ill discus the conver~ 

~tions the authors haa with the Amt:rican officers on board . 
• 

The crew of the Liberty resembled a crew 011 a vacation cruiser rather than 

a military vessel. The sailors and officers wcre on deck tanning,the ocean was as 

smooth as 1\ mirror. The Commander of the ship poiilted to a column~f bl!ll smoke, 

the only indication of II war, across the way by 'l-Arir.h and discussed with tht: offi~rs • 

his own personal feeling about the war. Meanwhile the torpeco boats sighted 

{lie ship. At .)3t46 they radioed." the target is tr'avelling yuickly at the speed of 30 

knotli, we can't catch it." That sort of speed is only used with military vessels and .-' 
therefore the Naval Command requested that the data be varified immediately, 

"check a second timel" At 13:50 the torpedo boats returned and reported. ,lithe 

distance is 17 miles and their speed is now 28 knots. Wc request an Air FOI'ce 

assistance." 
At naval command ti':ell.was a very clear pictul'e : unidenti fied military vessel • 

had ~ired on EI-Ar~sh and now it was attempt1ng to escape our torpedo boats. The Air 

Force responded and immediately dispatched a pair of planes. The planes flew 

above the ship looking for a flag or other identifiable markings. The planes w':re 

available as they had already taken care of Eygrtian and Jordanian targets. 

Ilad the planes been requcsted a d~ previously the air command would not have 

been oble to send out the plane because the war effort was concentrating 

fol'C.·· 
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vasion of Leh~noil '.~ ... ' -
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ht'ard tlMI ~urnt· boul\:o-h.rt· ... h~\t' told ru~tlll(lt·1 ~ thal A,SSflUit"" till; 
L ,,,,,,,)' dut" 11111 ,., IS I .. I'h.'fl' art' Ilt"'I'I,' wl~' dU1I'1 w"''' "")'1 hl11l1l11 d" 
wilh Ihb b..,k," I., ,"HI. "flUI 11"'1 t' i, lIu,'1 i<lellre ul a I'IIn'lIinlt')' .. ' it's 
JlI .... 1 IIKh\'Hiua! ... ' 

T he omi< did r"n'II,'pl"III), "f "'h-lIIlolIlI""llh~ Isradll/<II'l'PI
lIlt\1I1 alllilts Amt'l irall ~ut-~Vl)rlt'r:" "El\1w:oi allows his \'t'I~' 
l'\'ldl!nt ran;.:or and ~ubjt'r!i\"Jty to ()\'t'rrit~l' Ubjt:[ll\'~ al\al)'~ls .• 

.;al,t lhe I.,at'li Forel..,' 11ft",.' lIl1t'ru,al"lIllll allo(tidal rl'Hl'lIolllulhe 
book, "EIUI"S' ,:olldll"tlIIS II)' II; Ih,' (ill'<' o( !t'II'" ,tIld Ih"lIllhlar\' fariS," 
,;aid Ihe Isradi gnwfIlloll'1I1. All ,·dilor of /f'U'I>" IVrl.' siUd. ~EIUI"s' 
IJ.mk lbuUI the Slllk'"1( ("e) of the I .• b",,-, ... ·.·k, wilh llilll"" thai" 
hhlld to tht, fil .. "," 

Ilal'ld Stahl. re~ltll"ll d''''r'tlr "f Ih,' AIllI-lldalllallull Lcagu,', 
dehwr,.d it rt'bullal UII Stoalll,."s KliOW rildi" fulluWIII)( Ihal ,'a,ion', 
l.rt'S,·lIlatlull d iI s)'lIdlraled llfUw.nnlll wludl Elille, ellllll' IkM,k wa, 
read IIII11Slalhll.,,,,,, SI"hll""lllS u'Jllh .. 1 il I, dlftinlh Iu a,'r.,pt allY 
lhellr)' 111011 su~"s" Israt'l would ddibt'ralel)' .,11 ae~, iI shill of 10"1 1Il0si 
Impurtalll .:1)" II" "collltml wi,h I Ill' uftiriill,e,olulllHt uf lilt' L.b.',I-, 
affair b"l'a';st', "I'wo frl"lIdl), I!tI\'l'rnnll.·nh hav., ,.,isfi,·a tht'1r 
.. 'wiusili .... ," Said Slahl, "It was alembic e/for, iI kmbl., IlitplJt'nlnll, 
bUI I am mure IIlll'resl .. " In wh .. t', hapllt'lIl11)( lod,,)' Ihan bark Ih"II," 
Ahl~lUllh ~ahl lind. :~. hilOb "I anU-S"lluli>l1l in bUle;' book. he did 
S>ay. I Just WOIKk'" Wildt [ul'lliut~\,::'I all' oi pbJplll WIRJgU pltid.:,ull out 
of makinli Israd I'K,k lIi1u~hl 1'_" 

"'1\0." ffll'ndl), ~OWPIIIWIlIs" may haVl' sallsfi,'d Iht'ir rUrtoSllles as 
Stahl ;aid, )'t'l S'"11'· fUflller Amer,r'lII hillh "ftirials soulld ilS if Ihe)' 
hill't' ..... -allowt'd a hiltc, pilL IIcan I<u;k who was Scrft'lar), 01 SIal" a', 
thi'lilllt' uf ,he L,bert: .. IIIrldelll,l'lHlf,·.scd, "l.tllI wr)' 'mhapp)' wllh Ih,' 
...... d)' lhe Ihill~ ,'allll' OUL It wa, casier lu arrevt frum "rildlh,' expla",,
liull that it was In a,'ndelll Ihall " would h'"e be~1l frolll EII),PI ar 
I<ussia," Ul!llik~ SI .. hl,l<usk, wi~, is IIl1W a profes>"r ;:llhe L'nlwrsit)' 
,'f t;curllia. wUllders whal 1I,,,KI II rail dOlu rellw"sli)!al'" Iht' malter, 
"What art' ","'e ~uillil to do!" asks I<usk, wh" d('sniDes Ihe affair as "a 

1It'ltuint' oul r aliI' " 
Adlllira! Moon'r, fo, i',t'" dud oj IIlvai "IM.'ratioll'; aroll ,'hairmall "f 

Iht' Juinl "!Iids of slaff, IS It'S' diplumalir in hi, wlid,m, ":1 " 
,mp"'Slol, for nit' 10 l*.ht'1't' il .... 'lIsa "'BSt' of mislailellloJent 1\ 1'_ Th,',,' " 
no WiI)" '" Ill)' "Pllli'MI, Ih ... I'·\'l'n a rMlllaN f,m't' l'lIuld mak .. ti,al kmd .. ( 
~li:itakl·." 

FUI Illt'r dOWII II' ,he ranks i. Uo)'d I\urht'r, skip\Jl'f uf Ihel'l/t'b/", 
I hl.- l' ,S, ~a\')' spy ship ,e'led by Ihe Nurlh Kareall' .~,I)' a f .. • .... 1I1t~llh, 
afl,'r I ht· LJllt,ly was dl\a .. 'ked, "Tilt· la"k "f in"",,'illal IIHI (uf Ih .. 1,.b."(I' 
illt'ldenll " rrillltJlal." ass .. rI,·d Budlt'r, who bl'hews Ihal had a 
"llIllpl,'l,' m,!lIir\, bt'ell'hitJt' full"willl< Ih<' alla,:k "nIh. Libt,1y, he alld 
lib l'I"W lIIi)(hl ha",' h"nctilt'd, "No Il's,ons Wl'r .. appllt'd," h,' ,alit, 
BlIch,'r IS parlicul~rl)' upSt'llhal the nUlllt'wUSl'ulllfllUniraliun f,,,lu'6 
Ihal 'M.-..-uHt'd durillM bUlh It~ 1.."",1\' al,d I'm'M., In<:ldellb halt' "'lltI 
be rurr",-It'd, Libtrl,v Iwn-r r .. ·..-.. i\'~·d t'lltkal ordl'l's Ihal wuuld hal'l' 
It!owd Ill'r a ...... dy frllllllhe l;ala SlrlP 10 safer wall''', alld h"r ilpilt'a" 
fur hdl' 11' .. 111 UII.lIIswt'red unlillt Wi" "K,lall.' It,r hl'll' to arm'l' , Budll'r 
said, "The sal1lelhlll~ hilppcnt'd lulh,·I',uM .. : dnd ht· W"flll', '1~"15 
yt'ar, lale.-. IlullilS haWlI'1 IIl1pm\'t'd ,ubslallli.II)', "I d"n'l "..ti,·"· II', 
Illl' 1,'a.1 bit (hf(,,"'I!I: il IIId)' be wor",," 

[It'.pile litelr ullhappir.l'ss ""lh tl ... ,-esuhs of Ihl' Lib..,/), ,nws\llla
lIuns, "'IItt' of I Ill' ,'nllr. IId'l'H, Ih,'r .. '~-,II 0,· a 'WW II •• k;o1 th,' allark 
any 111111' St",n, EI't'n Eltlw., wIM' h"'iIt'" orll'UlIle a r.,UIlIU;: uf Li/l..".v 
._1. ihll"s in \\'j.JlIlll!lLil, P r i '·11 th~ fiftv"Il'h ,pw-.ir"n'lr!" pf II". 

• 

allark thiS pJsl Junt', duubls Iht're will b,' lIIurh oflkial 't'drllt'", 
itlthllu)(h h .. • hu ..... s the "uries uf all ass ... ",b!t'd IIruup uf Lib.',O' sallurs 
will hl'lp .el Ih,' rt'l'IIId ,tr"i~hl. EIIII'" sa)'s he al lea,', wallts Iht' 
InsllIriral r,'cord rt'lliudlll)( IIJt, L./It,,/), rurrt' .. 'I~d so Ihl.· 1"';>II1t, ..-an be 
applied, 'Ii, Ihal end he rlllllillu,'S lIIakllll( , ..... 'aslullal furit)'s tu ,alk 
aboul :\s,.!ult ""Ih., L,b..,O', Wh"'11 11,' IS lloll"I!IIl~ hi. slury anJ St'!lilll( 
hi. Uook, ht' works:1I his dt'll III W,_Klm\'III", Hi. Iluwl-in-prowt", i, 
al II.·;ISI a rear aWiI)' from lIubhl'oh'", and althuu~h [£111'1" hupcs IllS 
ti .. lIulI will prow SI','..-",sfu I, Olll' dOllbts that il rail be IlMI'" dralllillir or 
l'UlIll'uwrsi.lllhan A",,.,1t 0" 1""I..b.',O', :, 
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