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to the 01 level, croll over to the port alde, and there rein .. th~ laloUne 
cans. l..i.~tenant O'Connor, (LT .Tam .. O. O'Connol, USNR, of Norfolk, 
Va.) WAI lUll on the brid.e and he join.d the Ex.c:~tiv" OLlicer l1'ld both 
proceeded to the Itarboard wina of the bridae, 03 level. Approximately 
the Urn. th.y nached the top of the ladder to pl'Qcltd down. the Ihip 
I'Iceived an apparent bomb hit ~n the vicinity of the whaleboat .towed on the 
OZ level, .tarboard .ide, immediately aft of the bridae. Mr. Arm.trong, 
Mr. O'ConnOl', and others in the bridge area well thrown bllck !.nto the 
brid,e and other personnel in the pilothoull were blown from their feet. 

:--_jktJ~.LJ;ml!.JJ~~~~~th~e~e~ lne o.-der annunciator and rang up all ahead. , . 
flank ••• (thi. i. an order or maximum apee or 
& penon, who 1 believe to have been Lor Bennett, (LT Maurice H. Bennett 
of Pittlb~rgh, Pa.) to report to CNO (Chief of Naval Operation.) via the 
hicom (hiah command radio circuit) that UBER TV wu \mder a~tac;k by 
unidentified jet aircraft and that immediate a"istance Wall req'Jired." 

For the next five or ,ix minutel, aircraft made criel -croal attacka . . 

on the .hip" hitting her with rocket. and machine a~n fire. A later count 
entered into the Court 'a record, .howed 8Z 1 .eparate hita on the "hip" hull 
and .upentructure. 

T .. timony failed to e.tabli.h an exact number of aircraft involved in 
the att~ck. The COlu't'. Iin.liu" •• LilLe: "In five or Ii,. attack., trom vanoul! 
anal13, two or more jet aircraft at a time conducted .trafina, rocket, and 
incendiary attackl. II 

Durina thh period, the .hip gradually b~ilt up .peed from five knot •• 
Her exact Ipeed during the lubaequent minute. -- until ahe lo.t all power 
at abo~t Z:36 -- il not known. Her maximum .peed 11 18 knotl, but it is 
doubtful that Ihe exceeded 11 or IZ while under attack. 

The Ihip'l public addu .. IYltem and many of her internal communi
cation circuiu were deetroyed by the air attack. The helmlman wat 
aerioully 1nj.1red by the bomb hit on the atarboard aide. He Wal immediately 
replaced by Q\lartermaater Third Cla .. Francia Brown, of Troy, N. V., 
who later wal killed. A few momentl later, while on the .tarboard bridge 
win., Commander'McConagle received a aerioul lei wo~nd from Ihrapnel. 

, "I W,,1 not knocked olf my f .. t. I Wal only .haken up and it made me dance 
aro~nd a Uttl. bit, but my iftjurl .. did not app.ar to me to be of !Lny 
conuq\lence," he told the CO\lrt of inquiry. "1 noUced IUf"t b~rnl on'my 
.tarboard forearm and 1 noticed blood 00&1nl on my rilht troullr leg. 
Since I could walk and thel'e Vial no apparent pain. I gave no further con
.i4n,tio" to thl" minor laJul'i", II 

At about Z:I', look-ollta aighted three hiah Ipeed boatl approachinil 
the .hlp bom the northealt (from the lhip'l Uarboard q\larter. relative 
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3. 

of coH .. and clItique the drill wlth the Executive Officer. Lieutenant CommAnder 
A rmltronl. the Enlinee rina Office r. L~eut.enapt Golden, and the Damall'! Cont rol 
Officer, Enlian Scott, U I have not been particularly uUlnad w the dllll. If 
the drill hu been latilfactory. uluollly I contact the offitera on Individual 
buh a~ lome late r time during the dllY and indl r.a.te to them that 1 wu utilhed 
with the drill and pOint out lome of the (orron in which improvement could be 
made and point out abo to them the: thing. that I felt had been done proD«tly. 
I wal lathfied With the pe dorman ce of the c ~ew for th. afte moon drill and did 
Dot au.mble the above-mentionfld officen in the wardrocm for a critique. 

After general quarten was over from the drill. I lInaered on the bridge 
for a few minutes. As I recall. the following o!£icen. were pruent on the 
bridae: LCDR Armstrong. Lt. Ennis, Lt. C 'Connor, who i, normally oHicer 

-------4i~~-deck dllring general quarter Lt. 'roth the rations and Navigator also 
InteUia.mce Officer. Lt(jg) Painter came onto the br ge a r gener qua err. 
to .llume th~ watch as the oCiiccr of the deck. At that time. and the time wal 
approximately 1400. I'personally cightl"d the minaret at El Arilh to be on a. 
bearing of 14l from the IIhip and the range al I recall from the radar was approx
imately Z!I. S milel. I do not kno .... that this radar range can be verified (rom the 
recol'dl available at this time. I h_d alao earlIer in the day establilhed a danger 
bearina on the ",inaret at El Arish to be 119 degree, true from the ship. Tht; 

danaer bearinl wal .. tabUlhold to .nlUTe that the ship remained cleal" of shoal 
areal to the ICiuth of 'J\e .outh- westernmost edge of our operating area. 

At thh pOint in the preparation of my statemer.t, I refE-ned to the quarter
muter'l notebook, 1l-16QO wat.::h, Thursday, 8 June 1967. I referred to this log 
for the p>lrpou of refreehing my memory as to the initial moment. of the un
expected attack. 'l°he log ihows thelt at 1355. Lt(jg) Painter relieved Lt. O'Connor 

ae officer of the det:k. The log also showe that at 1355. Ens. O'MaUey. as junior 
officer of the deck Wider inetruchon. al'sumed the conn. The 12.·1600 watch on 
Thuraday, 8 June 1967 hae no entry from the tim'J frame 1356 untill446. I lha11 
relate in my own worde and to the beet of my knowledge and belief all events of 
which I bave peraonal knowledgol which occurred during that time frame. 

A~lrut 1400"-thelookouts; whu weT'e stationed on 4b.04 -leval, jmmediB,tely 
above the bridae. reported that jet aircraft we re sighted in the viCinity of the 
I hip. At that time, I went to the etarboard wing of the bridge with my binoculars 
and there oburved one aircraft of limilar characteriltics, if not identical, to 
the two aircraft which were lIiahted earlier in the day and upon which 1\ sighting 
nport had been lubmitted, The relative bearing of thiB -pb.ne wal ab.)ut 135. 
itl pOlition anale about 4!1 to 50 degre"" it, elevation approximately 7.000 
feet, and it wal approximately five to lix mil .. from the lhip, It appeared to be 
on a parallel COu::Ole traveUnl in the aar.le direction a. the lhip, While I oblerved 
thla aircl'&1t, 1 did not .n it approach the lhip directly i~ a iloltile attitude. 
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16. 

stopp~j the flo'., of blood. I. at 110 ti!t". lost con~ci.ousness !!.r,cl had my full 
facultles at :11 t1.'ll(,S. I l'eal1zed ',y that'tille I hId lost c_\lI~ider,blc 
amounts of blood b~caust' it WII.S sloshing in my shoes e.nd !!Ij" rigtlt It'g was 
cOIIIpl"tf'.Y 80aked IIi t:: blood. Thery cut the right pant leg 01'1' to get it out 
of the brea of the wound8. 1 looked at rr.y wo,mds ut that time and they still 
did not nppear to m!;" to be Hri·)us and sir.ce ~h!! flo' .. of blood r.w:l been st0l'p .. d 
1 gave no further cvnsiderlltion to -- I didn't coosiLier I had Itlly more pl'l·blcm 
1n thnt area. 1 asked them to br'''g rte coffee. fluid:.. a cOl.lrle of salt 
tablet:;, and 80 forth. 1 cormcc ttle ship by lew:;,:, aft anLi lJy b!;"ing abl .. to 
see the ,,·c.ke of ttl" ship I Wll~' abl£: to tel.! after I't!'<?ring wnich 'Of\y to apr1:i 
the rl.l:lLlt'r and ho .... long to It'iivO:' it on to uttc!!:pt to aVt'rage Out tht' bes~ 
course ti:at 1 f?lt the st-ip snc ~ld travel on to stand clear of por~ible shoal 

____ ~~~ ___ I-~~~~~~UL~ct for apprc7.:~ateiy an ho~r ari a httl~f~. __ ~I~t~h~c~n:~ ___________ _ 
felt thlit I had regained suffir;i~nt stre:.!1["th that I was atie to get IIp frem 
the dt'ck and can til(; ship fro!!: the wio;:; of tht:' ship alld fr"'rt. the pilot hous~. 
I COUldn't get my lfg in a co~fcrtable position so I moved from one place 
t') thl! other. 1 couldn't stay in aay one place for too long a period of time. 
It se~lIled to me that my rema in i r •• :. on the bridge. th i l' would be tlble to le s s"n 
the shock that the rest of th(' crew had received. 

President: Durinr your testimony ye8~erdny. in relation to the loss of your 
quartermuster, the loss of your navigatio!:~l capabilities, and rdated 
c1rcumstnnces !!laking it difficult to reconstruct navi";/;ltiooaUy and dlronol'Jgic
all,y exactly whnt occurred. you \Iere allke"j to develop in conjunction with your 
ships officers and through the assistance of any other assetc Llvo.l.lable. su.:h 
.. " iVw' "lI~illt:'t:'l"" 'L'\::i.l Docit, tne ell': log. recClllt'ctions of ships personnel 
the be st available sf.ory, chronological in word s and pictorial on chlU'ts ar.j 
whyfors what happened. 'lave you done this? 

A. Yes sir. we have. 

President: Would you be kind enough to submit into evidence at this time. 
those dO':i.lments? 

Coun:>el for the Court: I ask yea if you have the .!L. Jnological listing of 
events relative to USS LIBERTY on 8 June. 

A. Yes sir. I do. 

Q. Would you provide it, please? 

A. Here it is. 

REQUES'l'ED 8 JUNE CHRO:roLOOY FOLLCWS: 

1. APPROACHING LAND FR(]'! THE '';FST DUIUr.G THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF 8 JUNE. 
PROJECTED OPERATI ONS OF UllE.~TY FOR THE MORl/ING AND AFTERNOON OF 'IHE DAY 
WAS TO PROCEED TO A POlm' 13 1:AU'l'ICAL MILES FROM nIE COAST OF UAIl AT 31-27.2N 
34~E (POINT ALPHA) THENCE TO 31-22.3N 33-42E (pOn"l' BRAVO) THE!:CE ~'O 3l-3LN 
33-¢¢E. (FOINT CHARLIE) RETnACI!'G .'lliIS 'ITA~ Iml'IL NE': ORDERS RECEIVED, ShIP 
wOlr..!) OFF.RATE NCRni OF' 'nUS TRACK LInE AT .\.LL TIMES. IF nXES COULD NOT BE 
ACCURATELY OBTAINED AS POIlfl' CHAR:.IE WAS APPROACHED IT WAS IlITENDED TO H:..AD 
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18. 

ll.y:; LU[;T EU\·Tklt.:AL POtiER 'l'HROU\iHC!L' WE Sill!'. 
1 i. ~t; WilT S'lTAJ.1 PRERSU!n: •• SfC':knl [~IGllIES A!:J) BOILERS '. MANY GA'-';;U3 AND 
.. fEF<S III FIRfF..0Cf.l ArID EIlGli:E ROCI·' WeRE lGlXKED WT. 
141.0 !nil'S 3TAJIDHlG AWAY fl\CN WI:: SH!!'. ONi: MIS HAS HUlL tl1.NllER ~(:6·17. 
1,)¢3 OflE M'fBI\lTURllElJ TO SHU A!ID Sl01lALU1l "D(; YOU flEED HFLP IN U;(;l.lS:l C.C. 

SIGlIAUJD "NEUATIVE' 
1~'¢5 I~TB' s 1.~iJkED TCi:AHD Slll'RE 
l5¢,{ HELIC"j'fl:H HEAkI!,C :':TAJ! 1)1" DA\'ID J·Wl/anGS A!FP.OACl!'::) Sf'll, FI.;·1 ~;IDE, 

HOVE J; j A·,· AIJ('JT ')N YDS !jI:O'iA.::'.:E. 
FlVtl SEC"';~jJ fl"!.IC0f'TER AHRClACiiEi) ;:HI P, 
f.lAllKll;tj~: \; '!:':: 1 ('C'F'l'£!.:S AHE ~4 and '1~\ OR 04 I\nd r18. HELH.'lIPTER '~J, PHEA'lTD 
PA[jS~ J ARC'0I1lJ A::lJ O· ... EF 3,nl'. TIlEY ~H:r.E N(]l' OBSEHV ED 'l'0 !-1,;: Uf' NjY I: .DUS, 
l'Ehl:G;I~ UE D.EJ,d":. 

t·Ha-! ArTER STEE~I !i0. 
153(' rT:'H'S APFFOt,CllINO SHIP STARB')A?D SIDE 7·8 1'~ILES i'ISI'AnT. 
DUHUG ':£XT /lOUH /l'1D A QUA:UER TI' £: 11,Til' S IU."rUHmJJ '[':, THE S:lI!' ArID IlY 1 n 3 THEY 
HAD !WI] RED our OF SIGilT OVER THE [lUl'lZON. 
161) :',W lmrDf;:ri IFIED JET A/e APPFOACill::D SHIP fR('t~ THE STEfl SIDE A!;D 
REC\.';m:.llTErli::D ~'R0f>! A DISTAlICJ::. 
162(~ A'l'TE:·wn:/G '1'0 CLEAH Ar,EA STF.EHIrW NORTrlEFLY (,OURSE AT SP£EtS VI'.ilYI~;'J , 
FRU·' ¢ to B Ki:i.YfS. PERSOIUU CA!.iUALTII::S WERE TREATED IN 'p.::: WARDRO:'-:: ej; A 
CON1'lliUIllG BA~'lS, DA.~IAOE cr.,mHOL AND !-'lEE FlGP-TING CONTROLLED FLOOIJI 1:,j AND 
DAMAGE, ENGH,EI::RIIlG CASUALTIES WERE RESTORED BUT I::TU:RW:i ..... AS BY HAriD F!iUM 
AI'''!'I·'I' ('TE""·1 '1,' ... ,.) ..... ~<. U..J. 

1I:l45 ISRAELI Hi:L!COPTER APPROACfuo"':D SHIP -- CIRCU,11 CLOSE ABOA.I<D AND AT'J'!).IPTED 
'1'0 SIGNAL • - 'l'h~:Y APPF.a.RED '1') DESEtf. TO LCM~ SCN.I':CNE TO 'l'~ DECK -. (;. I), 

CO:-lSIDERED RECE!:VING HIH ON FOR);:CAST1.E BUT RIJ,LEll '!}!IS OUT AS '1'00 HAZARDOUS 
REF!:t.'TED ATT'1-!Pi'S TO CO~t'.U!;rCATE W~L UIISiJCCESSFUL. ArID AT 1852 COFTr:R 
DR01'I!Jl A l·~ : ::;,,0 .. PACKET 0'1 rCRECASTLJ::. TIlE HL.S::W~E, 1.1HTTi':r; eN A CAJ,LI~:G 
CAK!J 0\0' '1'1;£ . S. NAVAL A'M'ACHE TEL AVIV, ASKi::D "HAn YOU CASUALT lES" 

SHIP TRIED BY SEVERAL MEAN3 TO INDICATE, DliliIIIC, NEXT TEN MHUTES THA'I 'TlIL"RE 
WER~ :.:fun CASi.!AL'l'lES BUT '1'iE.!\E '"A3 riO lIIDI CAl'ION THAT TilL 1·~8SAGE 'rlAS 
UNDEHSTOOD, THE H'JTlLATED BODIES OF Tl!REE D.uD CFE'..J ~1EM13ERS HAD NOT YET 
Bt:J::1I kE!,\C'/LD F'HCH .'HE ':C!{EC'A";TLE MID ~fJST HAVE F::-BI OBSt:RVTD FRa.-1 THE 
llEl..I~CP.'ER. 'J'~ U;;{'I~." OJ;PAR'l'bU THE 8HlP G!iOln'LY Bt~C<Hg SUNSET 
(ABOUT 19~5) SHIP CONTINt..,};D STEA."1IN0 THROUGH NIGHT TO RDVU WITH ESCORTS 
DISPATCHED BY CO!-tSIXTHFLT, 

3. fOREGOING CONSTITUTES DE'!ATI FD RECOllSTRUCTION tROM ~ HCYl'EBOOK, CIC Loo, 
BELL FWK AND BEST RECOLLECTION OF CO/CHIEF ENGR/GUN /mtIDGE FERSONNEL. 
ALL CONCUR 

Counsel for the Court: Cavtain, do you have 1oIit,b you. tl 
file and your g~nnery~rocedureB' 

A. Yea lir, I have. 

your readinell 

Counsel for the Court: Captain, do you have wtth yOl& .1iltorut10n al to the 
number of bullet mark. on USS LIBERTY al a result of the attack on 8 June 1967t 

(MORE) 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers





Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers











~. 
• 

h ':'-'> 'L 

l\'.iJ. \' 

f\'~i)(~r'i\(' I\~' (r. '>~'I I\I'~ '''C ,'I'P 

,," -..... "I) '...,·1 .... ·l '. 

'- . 

"1,)1'1 (~'2 hI ,V: ( 
'-

. -.1. J...i t'~; \ .... ~ t ... : h \- "'"t... _ \ '\.' ,\ 'l , 

<.. " 
-- ..... -~,. . .- 'r> '" 

(" ., .. 
,.),',1-' 

" .... 
. I <. '. 

S\t"'i'~ ;:)L"'~ ,\.! 1. 'C::.J I~' ~ ':;- 7-'c: Jl<..'(.1~ ~-i4--'c 

Le:.. (:T <;;- f I ,. >. ':n'I/!l) 17 t.. i) 'IX f{ . . 

,f) L) \,.l ~ h',O:::: .\jC..... f) t-l.:' .'\ ~,') Y7~ 
----~---------

SC,' ,(~ rl i.. •• 

.- ... 
.. I ,'" '.' t''"! I .l'" 

C" " .' I .. --;,.n-· , 

• _', ,'/', 'I. '1 ~ .3 -,,- '::.1 _. to t':,', '~'. i'll: I,r· f~.-)' l 

''' ... .., C\ ...... - .-"-- .. .: '''' 'b c: ~... ::> •. ' 1\ 1- . 

\Y) tH v t 11'l:.~ ~ ~d",";- ') 

r ..... ) . ,: 
,'- ~'f-' , .. ~ 

... -.... 
,L ~. \~( ,-) ~.::\-

t~ -:';. '2. I( ~, .. , 
t :-» I." i \ ,- ....., 

.... 
\ \.' ~"-

iJ 
'- '" '. .... , _\ ..... ,., ( .... ' 

1(
' . '/ 
r''-: .. ' ...... .. 

• 

, 
1 

. ". -". -." t· / V':"'·--.: . .......... .. . .. .. .. 
i..:--t'r' 

') ;.. . ,- /'., ~_1 ..." ~." ~ . -' ':'. 'I 
(" ,', 
t .. 'J :: \, 

-" . . , 

-- , ----
/

' , . /-• ."... . I -/I:·~I ... ·~-·" , •.•.. /. •. ' 

/ ~~. ./ 
/.~ , \. .. 

(, ' ;;/,,/ .... ' .', .. '"~ ',/ ".), (. ;', , " .' ... ." 
(y' 
Ic!. 

\ . -, .) . - . ~ "\ 
~~. r ,~\) . ,. .. » .... :.- ~-.. ~. -., 

\it,. .... ·1' . ,.':", \ H· \, ' l ,.,_'\.:. 

:-)'" ' . ..: ..' ., ,', " -'\ ". t to: ,'IIIt.;,. .. I 

"\.-~' I' - .... ' . ~ \"-'(" " 

", \ '" (: 

~I 

(
/: ,,, .. .,. 

.... . ... I " 

• .-,- f) //· ... N ... , 
", 

.., , 
I

· . ,. 
, .' "".; . I 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers





















































Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers

















Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers

















































































Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers

































































Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers





































































Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers





























































































































Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers













Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers

















• 10 

.t (IH5Z Iwul'll, CUliUlilludcr, Ilth Fluet, IcknowleJged receiJlt oi the 

.',; • t,· tukr ",.·Iinn upon :hc .Il·S 1I1I·»Ug('. TIl() tl'lrtyp~ orJer W08 
···:,:i:l.,·<1 lol' CI:'\Cl'~S.\"Et'n fUrll "I IlIt"':"I:I' OMU.j5Z whkh 
II.' r. ... ·i,.·,n·l· 1·"llIllllll'd.·l'. Coli, Fit-PI, M 0518Z h"ul'll, June 8th. 

1'., "'I"I! lI!iPXI·billt'.1 "'U'UIl, e.:'.s. ;,;&"'11 \\'ns Ilvl illCUtillcd of 
·itl .. ,· "f Ih.·.t· IIIC""l>t" III ('UII'UIUlhIH, Glh I.'i('ct. 

'.·.· .. I\J.I~I)lll, nu t'l.t:£T OSO~I11. JI:Nt: 1961 TO U.II.II. Lllll.lrrr 

l'j"'" r""'il,t I.r II", III"';"~"": frol:1 CIS('t'I'.~L\\,}';l·lt, lilt' ouly' 
,":~ I ;', :"~ir'ln~ Cpr COlillll·~!h~t.·r, lith l·lt·pt. \\'uS i:'\.!'UU1U·C of un or,l\.'r 
. , \'."; S. /.,'1,,"1'1 IQ l'oll:l'ly wit" the miniml.!lb Jirc('l.cu Lv lhu .l"ill~ 
.'1: fir ~·LIl. It \\u. t.ul uhli! 0917Z t:utlls. ,h.1I0 ,~\h, II I\\\·,,>r. Il1ul~ 
III "oj I,un:." "h'r bi, rr"!'i1'1 I·f IIIl' "rdt'r, IbuI he relt·" ,.<1 hi. IIdioll 
.:< ••. ,.,,' dirp.·t,·.j 10 l'.S S. I,itoly. Allbou~h bis ,',I)I"li 1'. hlL,1 nll&ni. 
.. : ··i !':··;r t'('H,11I bl,..m rl·l't"ilh.>l:illj.! U.S.S. Lib.rlll :.: tl.I"phonc 
.. : ... \ .. ' !~ :.! "'t h!!Il '1\!\11.l::'l' 1:(.1),'(, (.If 111l' ()J'dl'I', till' ('tllllJllllUdt'r. 

,t (~;I .. t' )',,! to 11::- .... tilt' \"l'iCl' drc'uil \\)lI'lS ,Ie P;''''N',ill'c "",Il'r 
o ~! . :~·:11. H:.ltn·r, lit' u:-.\·d till! tlor1JlullUlJlIlIUllil'JtLiou~ by~It'1I1 (t.i' 
:';:: •. :.1: -",,!! ,I Li ... TIIP"I':IIII't!. 

,\il' l' i:. r,·:,·"," IlIlhe ~IIIII1I1Unil· .. tiUI1S (·.lIlel· ut..,urtl II'e lilh FI"'l 
:a~,"'·" I:.:'.";. I ,,/ .. /tact·, lla,,1 11l1'NHI!!l' II'W; <lclIlYI'd for IIIllru thnn 
:·"Ii: .. :,.1" 11"'·1'1·': lo..fl'rl' it \,'J'S trfllhlllilletl lit lO:I:iZ Iaolln;. 'fI", 
,.<,' 'i'J'1 :lr tlmt th'!~I'; '\U:. thut '!:l'rl' WI. .. tc or~l' Jltdh llltJ :-\.'\''''11 
'! " ,," '" ::~I~' :."". lll'ia~ r:rt j';.r,·d (ur lr •• n:·1uis;:,.it'1l ul tb! liuill t!:~ 

.' . ,··t ..... r,-,.'"""> i i!l tbe 11 a' ,-'q!t! ("'11t(:I' ul:ourll l'.~.~ Lilt/t'Uorl:. 
';., I" '",'.' IIln' ,·01 lol tI,u .\r:'I~' lJe.'S blllliull al A,wllru Lv 1:!(;lIZ 
, '.,=. '/':ilt· ''It.. 'I.·hlll >tuliuu, hU\\'~\'('r, ilHCIIU of t1l'lil"'I'i!,g It. lu thl! 
,f; :1.,' ,\""Y ;1:,111.11 f,'r lkl,t htOlllk,L!>t,IIIj,"'('1I1 il to liou Sun' COUl
l"',., ':tI!.'-: ~'!,.'it·n, (tn·t',,"t'. ]1 WI"'~ r\·llu'lu·tl 10 .. \rzuv ])('S '"t-Illtiou 
: .. \-~ .. :':\; :11: !:t.:'~i~' .!,·lh·,·rl·t! !o t!~t' ~l:\·\· l 'o'lIr1ll:1Ji~_'ulion" ~tntion 
: :: •. t..~ \·PI!L •• \l~:'.,~ Sth. (j Luu!" . .;, S tUi·l,utt·:; ttilPf its It'!l't.:otP lJ" 
• :", • :<1 r. ·;ti, FI,· ... , III,J 11".:·., tl/lUi 11) hllur. IIfl"r h.· hll,1 hl.,.i, 
:,t.,·".! ", "d "1''''1 liou JuillL ('hit·C. 'If StlilT it'.lrt1t:liull. The l1l~,;a!!1! 
. 11' I. '''","ilhl,1 ull Ik't'l ltrou';"ust I1t 152~Z he.llt., ,IUIlt! 81h lIIuTe 
tIC', :1 llOl11'li Iuo h~e 10 Illrrl V.S.S, Li6,rtV to thu dllllg,'r 'of h .. r 
, ... i. 'I. • .. 

I . • ·"·I:III·t "n"(o; .ol!rt·:tlldil!" tl,e Irllll.!lIi"ioll uf t1,o.c Ihl' . , I .... . 
. ~'(.U" ........ ,,:: .. ''It·n·t! H c:lJl:.l·dv (~f ('ffors '\('Ii.~ It IH.l for ttH~ 

f , 

, , 

11 

I,i"trl~'. pOfihJon at. th~ time 01 the .'.t;,,~" tlt'.J bt.'f'" prC\'iVuMly ',rdt t",1 (i1 ,"'l"'1 
rtirth,., ,.., It'liwtltd f.J)' JCS, how'·'·t!r, Uw IIIt: .. :-I\I(.· .. 'o:J;ltill~ tn t!tI',,!, ("II .. ;.... ," I" 
nut kilO""" tf, tht> .. hll' tH'ff)h.' tht, a~t!h'k t"","", PI:t~'I' • , • . 

'I'h,! COlhlllUltlt'Ull,")flll d,·t".\"!, und Ilit .. rO·ltlfI~ t r:-:Jr~ ... , hk!1 t'd .... ,! 1. ,~ .. 
ftl'hJt·l!n,,,j·~. l'CUhhill",d Wllh d.,I.\y:o ill !lIili I ,II.~ r .dhl'.\ ,)1' a.'~ .":., .', ,'. 
'll"'lr'll'llol,'" rn"'I\t<4l, ull r"htrlbut,'d II' II:., .. 1111' it.:--df I" .JI~ tll':l'.:.~, .. f ;.!, 
dt't'j .. j"u:t III!III,' lur ber h'p'J.,llIUIUI~~ ••• 

• • • 1.1',. rly h,(·t,ivl .. 1 1111 dir':t·tt\ I'. prlltr III I til' at t..l) • ! L.t ~~I :., 'I 
d~:"irl-u thlll till" .,1111' up,'r:.h· ,11 k:,~l tllIlIlUIt- .. (r,}l1I till" l''' .. 111'11' ,I, \ i •. l ".. • 

PI'rIIIH'lIt L') lh,' (.rulin ...... ,,( (Ud I!' II", "l.Ill,r ,., 1"1," ", Ii,,'l "I 

tl'lo.':n .. 'It!,~ l~;..; ~.I.II'I,.t'l dutll.i:.. lb,' IH'I,,,'I I alIIJ ... J,.'p. 'I ~.' _'.,: 
hllVl' rt'I',,:\,,·l! al l'·,,"l ",.' 11 ... ··:11:' .. :-"111 pn·'t! ,lL,·. t: ", .' ., 
only 1III"tln:t'll hlll,l!IIII:II j"I"j""", \'r"H:d" ,I.. ""1", ,. ,I ,.' 

Qgr:"u'.·~,h·\t at~lI~'k IItt llH· ~!HJI \111 JUla' iLt· ~L1. • 
11"""''''1111''11[.1. 1I1,,,ltI, I ,./ ':,' F •. ;.II I "l:,j.,I:~~--~~-

I.IItlllUJtlll'!1llrkk ull cllt" "t1tl 't\. H·h,lrt-llt'h~dr\'·"I\.oJ II \\,.' t J", 
ber llt'ill~ IlIrlllf'r tiff I!!h"'I, 

C'Ollll'llrnll"I; &l"ll r·, 111"11111'1111";' uf lIlulI\ lI,·h\1 II ",,:1,( j " 

'. rcl:,tc,\.llrl 1."'''.'1/ II It'llh-liI dl'HI",1 the !'olli;. ltll' !w, ,II' ,·f ('. I,!'.', 

alh' 1II:,IIt' I,riof' II, t!1t' utta","", wlH,'ll, nlll'IIl~' lilli' r ,'.,; . 
,Idp. a ... I' 11111:1:'1111:., tl' lJc l'I':t."ltI~ full)" r I,~r I :. " 
po~il i'~11 ••• 

. , 

CO:\I~1U S 1C:.o\TIO~S ('01\('E I(); I); II 
.iA1\ UA It Y :'?:I, I 'J(jo.; 

, . 

I' l ~ 

On Jllllllury 23, 10till, l' .S.S. ,' .. , Mel. ,\ t: .:-i. );" " I' .. " . :' i .. 
en\'irolllUtllllui ... ·s{'ard, ,'(·:o\,!'t·l ulili~t'\i r,)r i!tl:':'i;, ;":t "" 
IOt'uted ofr Illl' tOI1~t of Sunil l'I,!'t·". T:I..·. ::11'" ;":: Ii ( . 
Ii,)','.! cotlltn'lIIi~utitlll with :\111 "I ~ .. , o:~i·. \ II """ ,.: 
JUI'IUI, to S"I .. ! II ,ilulltitlll l't'I,,'rt ,SITI:I· I':, I.;v I' !I!; 
and II ~"f\'ic" l1"·.>lII!:". At UJt;oi'., JUlluhry :!~. "."1./,, \\". '. , 
hl'r IrlUlsUJiu"r .. ;'''U II Nollh I\utt'ull slllullllrillc ..I ... ,t·r ':-(' :. .. " 

J into vlt)\\', Th\!rc \\'('ru SOU1(1 tI~n,~·lllli..;1 :-i'~lltd (,.\, .. JI ;;. ', ... i.,,: 
. Pu,6!" IIlhl Illtl Surth I(ott'IIn "1'1111 "hi. h "':"""" .. 1 , .. ,." . " 

'1'1 0 .. ··'·) I I' 'f' '/'''' • '-_'11 ut .Jed1.,. t ~t..: C·Uflltlll'.!lI.HI:! tJl,;I','r (,I '." ! "' .•. I 
I I ' J I" I 1 ,. I' • \\'0 In<"::'';ll~L'':' ll':--l~I,ulc 1!!l10!,' (I, t::llu' I' :, I~ 1 ,','.";,_ 

' . identi1il~ thl' Itle~ui!c I\..lt hu \'hl~ IIlIljur ~h·'lllln;.II~' :111,1 1I"j r. !~ .. :. 

diate J(·lin·ry to :,"tiu,",1 ~Iilillln' ('11111 111:\ II ,! ,.'1l!.,,::·:., . ~ 
,. kilt or ~n\'t!rllll1ellt. III IlI:Jilion to ii~ l'lIl11ud,· d. ;,·".;11,,:.. II:, I' 

Bug., wus Ils:si:;I1CU a "dD:!>!." "rt!.:I'dt\Ul'l', tht:rd,'" !(! ·!1l:{\11.·: Jt !~:-
lnO::it rupi .. l p:-OCC.~jd:;, tr~~':'JHi"l ... iull lluJ d~ l:'\·,'ry,· .. 

, .•.. :::- IIf ti.·· f"i!lIr~ Iu ',!O\'(' If.!:',~. 1.,6,,1'/. At l:!ItIZ ),UUI. 
'.:< .. '. t~l'i;, C ..... ~. LiLt-rIll \I'''~ 111111(');1·.1 hI' hru,·'i u.ir~r"ft lIud III ; 
ll:.:,::'ZIwur., .. I ...... h~ h,I't""IN.'t1 br-htrnrli' plItrol Donts:-As'a r,·;ult·· '1' 'Ft.is- mt'SSa..~ 11!portcd' tho encounter wittl tIll' !'\ Ii'! I i: " II 

p,AIrol crlift, 11.0 l'Xdlllllgll of Hug-hoist 5i!:IIIII~, IIl1,1 1110. hU""lI . i.~··,,1 
IHcu\'o to or I will lire", It conduJcd wilh h,,/.(,,'._ j'd, ·,1: ., 1\, 

f t !I.! " 101l"!'k''.:H ollir( i'> 1I11,IIIl' 11 \rcrc kill,·" \\hile75 were wlluudcJ 
,.i tl.· >!,ip .·I-hill':.! >'It'h .~\'t n' J .. nU'I!(·s 11;lIt it \\,U,;lIC\"'r rcston.,i i 
.. ',. \', .\t 'I.,. li,",' •. f tl""I' Ill' ",·k •• t:.~;,,";. /.;bal'/ lltrou"" 1'0 fllul~ , '. '. . . ,.. 
J, ! . ;,:t:q ,Ih): h·~·t.J n-,l l: I:y (J~ I b· ~lIHI\·l··(h".;tl·rjlu·d U)t·:-~::~l'~. If tho 

rOll1uin in the [Ut!U, if ','un!!ildf:l"cd rl!a~ihIl'l til' t~, \'. :11, '::: ,,. 
lhl! lIorll:~".1. 

, . 
\," . \ " h·h~':",., ';y:)tl'lH h:,d h"I'u rt'l'-PUli!'loi\'l" ~hc hhuilltl hu\'c IUld 
l'h1. ! LC,Il:~; t!iHi.:g \\ laicb ~Ill' ('ouItI tlllfU ttlu,"'t.1 SOIlH' .lbhttWt. b~
", "I,.·t·",f Llld II." ,(,"~t, Illl'rt,l,y I'ru""L y 1l\·"itlillJ,: tl.e 1I1t1l1.k, 
'I;.."!d lil,·rl·.I.c IIny .tUll'" Ihul tho,,-' flLillIfL'b oC ll,e "OltlJlIUlliclltiOIlK :::1: ::0 '" r~l l':t!i";,l, I he. f,'!!owilljt "ll'eq!ls rr.on~ th(· liIHli!'j:" of rltC~ or 

. : ";.1 tv'." t.,. II,qulr.\'.yoll·:""I .• " 10 lIl'iUlr~ 1l111l lhc "IfCUu"tUIU','" 
'I: I'" ;?:' ill.;: t!:~ u t ~ tit .~ en L.!'\ S. J. ~'b~ I !y, would II ppc,' r to "Oll\'hl"i '" r .Iy 
, :\'~ :Lt'~II: 

~ Til:.; IIle:"l . .;ugo ""Ui r.'<:ci\"~J h\' tho K,.wi ... ·:\,\ ~:.,~: .': ;.t I,.' ! 

• huur~. It \\'U~ then rclll\'cJ lit O:;O:JZ hu,lr,; 10' ('r'·iI.",,,.,· 1', ~ .. '. ,; 
: }o'or,·.'Ii, Jllpllll where it '\'118 rccd\'l'J lit lJlI:JZ 1""11';. lk·t.i,., ,,_ !'p,. 

UII"'o til!<'iJ,:Ulltioll, which r"quir~d illl1l1l'(Ii~ttl d,·lil',·r\, 1" :\"~:" . .1 
, Militllr.l' COlIIlJllUld au I boritil':\ .. t lilu H'!II t of J,:u"~r"I""; I, II, J; I'., '." •. 

\)'<13 'Id".l'r..t lit thu h,·"t1'l'ulrll'I'lo "r COU:lIIl1lld.I·, :'\ .. \,,,1 1',,1'" ," i • 

, 
for ·li lIIillutl'S hduro it 'IllS filltll'" fl'''':;",') il.t 1/'(1',,:' ',,, .'" 
O,jOO~ hu,lrs, Hl.'ur ,\,illl. Ftdlll'i< ·Fil~I."tri,.J., .\. i .••. ,"1 t"1:; : <.f 
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G R E £ TIN G S ., . 

, , 
FRO M • , 

GEORGE H. GOLVEN, JR., LIEUTENANT C(lMMANVER, U.S. NAVV 

• • . 
Ltt .u be known by all wllO 'lead the 11K' \ch (n~ c 't.i tied heltun .tha.t 

,r CUll CDlllounc.inq my,e.ti,'lement ~\(.n the Ulli teel S.t,ltl!~ N,M) a6telt 30 !ledu 
6tJtv.ice. • 

T 1'J9!!rd atu ~ike to add that "'9' \e t t,\t'11'!e Itt e( {Heide!> ~t.tl.-.:tt~tw't--------
MUutOllt o~ U6e .tha.t .i6 o~ equal .onp£lJttallcC .to IIK!. My 21th Wedding 
Ann.iveua't!l. 

J wUl IltUJte 61:.(l1li the Naval 1 nactiv(' Shi 11 Maill tellance Fac.i.!i..t!l, 
Powmouth, V.i.. 'lg.i..lun, e~~ect.i..ve I Septemue'l 1972. 

I 6u"pelle it i6 ont!{ M..tting ~o.'l CUt "old ~alt" l{/~e me to 1te.UlLe 
. 6-tom a cOlttnrutd w"o~e pwneny mi.uion .i.6 to .'l('t.i..'l(, .the ~:,.i.p~ ill Idt..i..ch 
we 6'tJtved. 1 am plt£lud 06 Illy IICll'Clt' eMe.e·, ,uld ~('(!l. 0.6 thllugh 1 have. 
done my ~c...c:1l 4haJte. J have ~elt\'cd on e\,l"'lrr .tllpe v~ ~lti)J nltem VC6tltO!ltJt 
f6coJt.t6 to A.i.\clta,6t Ct7IlIl..i.(!U, and 1 ~eel t.utllcu.gh I It,we CUt .i..n..t.i.mctte 
luIowtedge 06 thou ""~tltUlU "~ ~.tec,t" I\'ill" we'll' my i( "e' 6 (c'w. A 
(uICKliledge that moU\"atu my ~tanda,'ld& a~ I,upect.i.on 06 ~ lcelt when I • 
conduct "thulL" lLeUIleme.l1t .itl.6pectiol\4. ' 

• 

• • I 

lht ItClVV hcU been good to mt; but, ! 6ect a6 thou.qh m!l .twf.11(!I-~ 
6M\I~ct CUIWtd6 ItClnQ~ng ~'l0l!1 014/t C£luntlt!l'.$th.i. 'ld h.i.Q/tcH. the S.itVC!1l Stall, 
tQ .ClIo Pu,'tp!t Hta.Jt.t.4, att':l t to the ~ac.t that I L~'4l .in tull.l1 "good 601L 
the. navy". It gou LllitlL(lut O'lY~lIg ,t/tat tlte ~ 'Ida. alld tht le,tteu 0 ~ 
comner..J,tion, weu d.i..'ltctt!l a.tt!t.ibu.tabte tiJ thc~e I\lUIt idlem J 4eltved, 
aM at tlLU Ume., I 4alj, "rhal1tu" • 

. ~-l'lIdeved(llide-'LtlM .JIttI\-e ~etteted ~'tgtltt..'t Bedelt, VUtgittid ~ 
DUJt pr..ounane.n.t h('me o~ Ile~.idenc(!. P'I.i.ma'lily b(!C~U6(! ~,~ OU\ th.'lte ulondtJt6u.t 
cl4ughte'tO, now m.:t.\.'t.ied, al.)o matt .i..t .the.i. 'I. 'lome; alld 6 c ccudly, uecCZLl.6c 
we own OWl home. ht'lC! ClI1d .i..t~o nut doo,," to tlte AtCantu~ wIIe'lt the. 6.i.$/Ling, 
boating alld UJCt.Ct'l .$ku.ng plto\'.i.dt u6 LllitlL ~'cat p.latimel. 

An optn .im .. itation .ib extcnde.d .le eac.h c~ yeu to be mv hou6t. guut 
wfttlt you a'le. .in tl~ Mea, to ·'l""'n.i~ce ""td t.i.mu", and once aga.in .to 
Uljo!l each othe.u "eczmcnadell..i.e". 

To celebll4te my .uti 'tcment, and (lCA.It .tnltt \'r. UIl-'ll/, 8e.uie. llae. and I 
Mvt ptatlncd a tou, c~ the United S·tate~ C1I1d Calt4ciLt. 1 GIll cncll7~.(ng a 
Un.ta.t.ive. 4c.11edu('. o~ OC.I,\ (·\avtt '(tc:ne'l4't!1 and hope ti' be aWe. t(l "",.it 
1IIClI1!1 96 you ciu't.in~ 01.1.,\ t"u.\. FOil tho.$c ,,~ you "'"\JIll u,oe mt64 thia yta'L, 
"opt~uUy LI!t' U get t" .\te you .in .the "wmt(,\ "6 '73. ~emembe.'l. h,1We.v~"", 
'"!I doo .... .i..6 at~" optn. 

• 

• 
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1111111',)(1.,,...: ~IH' ,,1111 1t·,V', 1',1\1, .',d \ .• 

1',' 1t1 ... lli.lli;II' "i t' :"'.~. 11,:',1: /. '1'101 ... 
, \ r-. . 

I I , .. \'.'1 .. ,:.~ 
, 

.1 ' , • ' I • 

IIH· ..... ,,·~I· \\ ...... .,',j :I·,·· .. ~. I, .1, 
\;11' 1'1'111 ,,:,,: •. "," ;; .. :.- ....... ' .. 

, .,. ( , 
11..1,11 .Hill 1";',\' til ...... ,.,.'- , ... ,' \\0',,-. h"':., ... HI,' .. · ",I. ,,' .d .• ,'j ,:,'. 

,\: 111\' l ujlillold.h·; ••• """ .,"".,1 II .. ' •• l 

:11.~ ill;'" l'~ttl"i"" \\.i .... I ........... ul. "'<.l,a~':) .. Lh •• ·~_~~-u. .IJ L:~\l:· .. -
·-----·.\~\\i.l,,\; \ ,dldl .. ,i.iH" I'i:T. 'I"I-,,-\''',UII,UII':II, I ..... '" '''''' \.-, 

:.ILIl to,.',:,"), 1.;/,tl'l,'/, l,i ••• ,:;: tI,,,, .' .. \ ,i.,:,,\, II: ·i·~ ;111:1<0\":"'> H'·'·, .. · •. , .... 
li , .' .\1"11.\' l·dolllll.dl~' ,,!, I,,' :--'i.lli,o\" !\'I'L~oI :1.1., i,,':'"!''' lLI! i,,,"'"'' 

\\,1'") ir.,,: ... lIlilt.·d lu l :.\l·l':,·I~, il,I' hlli",1 IH""I·~""·\· .~1 \I""I~ .. / •• 

1 \'1'" i ~ \ did. 1'\" I \I' i .. ,I. .,' I .... ; I, I \ I h ; \ I • \ ....... ; ... l a III <. • 1. i \'l' \I;' :\" \ ... ~ ( ) ii, 'r 10 : .,,: .... 

( •. r, 'I)ltllll'.tl~t ;di,Jd .... ',· ... dH··" th,j"h'llH':"olllH't,II\ll\iu,'" li ... t d\·li.I"I~'" 
.; ... i.~il,qlt·~ \\a~ Hit ilIUII . .iI~'ltl' .lIl "uu\, ul i,:lHH i.,Il:' &lI'IJi,"'~,~il'~ 010,'.1 .1 

::tl,tll'lo.,-· .. u.:,'·, 
'rill' 11,·l.,\' III J;'I"'I'~""I,,: ll,,' .~\·i~ Ii. ,'11 1\· HI tL,' 1 .. ,· ... -" .' i ... ~iI ... ~ ,,,. • , I • ...." 

,-',I .. t, 1.11\\"'\,'1'1', \, ;11'11 ,pldil.dl·d "i", 1111' ':"i,1111'.,":'· j ... .a.i,I!,~ I':' I:,.' 
., , • _ ' ,. , 1 • , • 
\1.:,,1'1I1 .. ,\illll '·lIlli.· ... 1\.dl'· ... ' •• ·11 IIll Hll,I.IHI.q.'l", th."".\. ,Ul',',' I,., •. ;." :" 
l'.:-;,:'. LitHrt:!, l'·lr~l., l!.I·:·~' \\ ..... .,. '~\·:,I." Ill':.! &1 111 1,':-., ~:\ 1l.:I.U I ,· ... lH·,',,;',· 
dl.I ... ,. II)'· ... :; .. ,.!'·~ \\\.',',' Ir. .. ,,,,: .. ;,l,·.i 11\·:ii llll.~ .\nH\' ('Ud,:II';:ii.'.'::";'''o 
( ' l' (,. z ", . , . , , 

,,'111"", \'lIlu;.!."I., 1.\ ,~.I, .. ,\I ,. ,;." '"ly t'~I'I;o1l'llllI~1 ",i' t .... i" , ...... J , .. ,. . 
\\:., ... til;tl.III.I ..... :--.af·':~ ,,. ,1.",11 I.,' I .. "",~' .. .';', .• \ ..... , .. 11. 1.\. ~\.':I·'· .;\\,":d'r~ i..· .• L,~ 
H.i ....... , .. " 1,,',,11',' ~&I\~ II.I··~;'..','· hlll\,'d 1.1 ~,.dl"n. " .... '~'··I"r,I".·:,: 
j)
". ' ' , . , , , ',' 

"~,'i',,,, •. , 011'''\'''\1'1', \~I._", · ... 1 •• ;."· ;., I ... · .. j .. d 'Ii" ...... d,l\·IIi."oi. i.'.' "\,,~ ...... .-

1l"."liI.I'llt.~ry ,'\ l\6~'IH'" \\ ;dl'i, w" .• ~,~ "''',':.lln t illd. l·\;'l.~ILd :., .. ' 'I" " ' .. , , . , ' ! '/ I,' I1lhh'i .. nth'i.I "tl;lj,'" II; d.,' 111,· ........ ;.>:.·. 1\1".1',':""",,, til \. .~.:""\ .•.. ,. . 
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P 072230Z JUN 67 
FM JCS 
TO USCINCEUR 
INFO CNO 
CINCLANT 
CINCLANTFLT 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
COMSIXTHFLT 
CTF 67 
USS LIBERTY 
HQNASAUD 
NASAEUR OFF GEROA 
DIP.NSA 
DIRNAVSECGRU 
ADIRNAVSECGRU 
OIRNAVSECGRULANT 
DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 
6T 
CON F IDE N T I A L JCS 7337 J-3 SENDS 
SUBJ: USS LIBERTY (U) 
REF: Jts 6724/d11545Z JU~ 67 
1. IN VIEW PRESENT SITUATION EAST MED, OPERATING 
AREA SPECIFIED REF FOR GUIOANCE ONLY AND MAY BE VARIED 
AS LOCAL CONDITIONS DICTATE. 
CHANGE CPA UAR TO 20 NM, ISRAEL 15 NM. 
GP-4 
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r LAS H 

FM USS SARATOGA 
TO CINCUSNAVEUR 
INFO Cor·ISIXTHFLT 
CTF 60 

(NO CLASS RECD) 
FOLLOWING RECD FROM USNS LIBERTY 
"I A1~ UNDER ATTACK. MY POSIT 33.25E 31.?3IL I HAVE BEEN HIT. 
REQ IMMEDIATE ~.SSISTANCE." 

NOTE: NO AUTH[NTICATION RECEIVED. 
INTERCEPTED E04.04 FROM USS S.'l.IU\TOGA. 

(This is version intercepted on COMDESRON 12 flagship at OI:H300;: JUN 67.) 
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OPERATIONAL IMf.IEUIATE 
081305: 
HI COMS I XTIIF LT 
TO USS LIBERTY 

UNCLAS 
YOUR FLASH TRAF:'IC RECEIVEU. SENUING AIRCRAH TO COVER YUU. 
SURFACE UNITS ON THE WAY. KEEP SlTREI'S COMINl;. 
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FLASII 

0813-10: 
HI C INCUSNAVEUR 
TO USS Li BERTY 
INFO CmlMSTA MOROCCO 
NAVCOMMSTA GREECE 
NAVCU~It-ISTA SPAIN 

UNCLAS 
1. ESTABLlSH I~It-IElJIATE CO~It-IUN lCATlON~ 1\!T1l A.",y ~IE[l AREA CO~It-ISTA. 

? NAVCOMI.IST,\ CAt-IS ~\oROCCO TAKE Al.L AV,\I LABLE ACTIONS TO ESTABLiSIi 
CmlfolUNICATlONS l'ilTll USS LlBERTY. REPORT WilEN [STABLlSIIEIL 

3. FOR USS Ll BERTY: REQUEST CONF llUol REPORT OF A1"rACK. 
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IMMEDIATE 

142145Z JUNE 1967 

FM CINCUSHAVEUR 
TO USS AMERICA / USS LIB£RTY 
INFO COMSIXTHFLT / CTF 60 / CTF 100 / CHINFO 

UNCLAS 

1. REQUEST AMERICA AND LiBERTY FORWARD TO THIS HEADQUARTERS INFO CH!NFO 
TRANSCRIPTS OF ALL NEWS INTERVIE~S CONDUCTED ON BOARD PERTAINI~G TO 
LIBERTY INCIDENT BY IW~EDIATE CLASSIFIED MESSAGE. 

2. ALSO REQUEST AMERICA AND LlBERTY ADVISE IN SAME MESSAGE TOTAL NUMBER 
OF INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED ABOARD PERTAINING TO LIBERTY INCIDENT. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OfFICE OF TH[ JUOQE ADVOCATE GEr~ERAL 

200STOVAl..l3TREET 

Mr. James M. Ennes, Jr. 
. 

Dear Mr. Ennes: 

ALE )(ANORIA, VA 223:.: IN At:Pt.y Atf-ER to 

~1l30 

21.2:1Q!8500590 
22 Jan 1986 

Your letter to Senatcr Dariel J. Evans concerning the Israeli attac~ 
on the USS LIBERTY was recently forwarded to us for reply. In June 
of 1967, the U.S. Navy conducted a court of Inquiry to i~vestigate 
tte circumstances su~rounding this incident. 

In your letter, you cite three findings of fact contained in the 
Record ot Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry and alleoe thac there 
is some evidence contrary to thOde findinqs. As in any inquiry of 
this magnitude, there is going to be conf licting testimony and 
evidence. It is the duty of a Court of Inquiry to hear testimony, 
evaluate evidence and review all of the available infc..rmation 
concerning an incident and thereafter weigh the evidence and draw 
its conclusions based upon that evidence. The Court of Inquiry into 
the attack of the ~SS LIBERTY made its findings of fact after a 
careful and thorough consideration of all the information available. 

We hope this information will assist you. 

Sincerely, 

r0_c-_c Y-{~;;;L&t:( 
~J:{ F. CARROLL 
Captain, JAGC, U.S. Navy 
De~uty Assistant Judqe Advocate 
General (Invastigations) 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



J .... M. ' ..... Jr. 

Captain Pllul F. CiI(roll, JAGC, U.S. Navy 
Ueputy Assistallt JAG (lnve~t1gallons) 

Uffice of the Navy Judge Advocate General 
2UU Stovilll Street 
Alt!xandriu, Virginia 22))2 

1 have received your letter 51130 21.2: 19:1l500590 22 Jan 1911b. 

1 February 1911b 

1 wrott! origi nally to Senat,,! Uani ~ I J. Evans because prev ious responses from 
your office have been evasivt- and unsatisfact.:lry. 1 am sorry that your ietter 
is equally evasive and does nllt address the questions that I have aaked. 

C3ptain Carroll, roy letter t., S~nator Evans did not "allege that there is some 
evidence contrary to [the r .'ldings of the U.S. Navy Court of Inquiry into the 
attack on the US~' '.coa~· . J" The whole point of my letter is that the 
transcript of I' It Court of Inquiry contains no evidence whatsoever to support 
the Court's ke\ findings and a great deal of evidence to l-efOlte them. This is 
a violation (1' JAG regulations. Under normal circumstances that report would 
not, could nut, and should not have been approved. It is fatally flawed. The 
entire United States Government, from the Deparlment of State to the White 
House and the United States Navy point to that ,'cport as the conclusive and 
official last word on the USS Liberty matter. let it is clear that none of the 
defenders of the report have ta~n the trouble to read it. My hope is that 
someone In our government will do that. 

During my military career I have on several oc;asions served as member and 
senior member of Navy boards and courts of in,!·Jiry. As a resuit, I have be';!n 
intimately familiar with the JAlI Manuul as re~ards such panels. One of the 
requtrements whIch was always prominent 1n my m1nd 1s that findings of fact and 
opinion must be supported by evidence (including testimony) and that the 
evidence must be included in the report of the proceeding. In other words, 
findings of fact and opinion must have some logical relationship to the 
evidence reviewed by the panel, and a person later reviewing the report should 
be able to find the ~vidence. Granted. someone reviewing the file may not 
attach the Bailie weight to individual scraps of evidence that the board did and 
may even disagree with the findings, but he should be able to find some 
evidence, however small, in support of the board's findings. In other words, 
findings of facL and opinion must logically proceed from th~ evidence; they 
cannot be fa.lciful of based upon politics, c01lllland influence or some whim of 
th" panel. In the unlikely event that the panel ignores its responsibility, 
then reviewing authoritiea. including JAG. muat aee that the record is 
corrected. 

N~ne of that happened here, The whole point of my letter and others by my 
fruatrated shipmates is that the Court of Inquiry file in ~his case does not 
contain one scrap of evidence in aupport of several key findings, but contaills 
much to refute them. Anyone rev1ewing the evideDce contained in that file 
would inevitably reach a conclusion on certain key points quite opposite of 
that reached by this Court. 
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These are not the unsupported and fIlndiul vi~ws of a disgruntled survivor. 
That opinion of the Court of Inquiry file wau originally giV~11 to me privately 
by all officer then on the JA~ hea,jquarters staff who ~tudled the fll~ in detail 
as parl of bis official duty. Hore recently another (Iulte senior JAG officer 
studied the fill' ill depth aad reached the seme conclusion. The flaws, in fact, 
ar~ t;0 obvious that th~y Jump out at anyone who take!; the tLUJe to read the 
fil~. 

For instance, wh<!n the nq:.ort was fir:st campi,,! in London, CINCUSNAVEUR 
(Admiral HcCain) asked his staff legal officer (tl:~p.-Captain MHlin Starin~) to 

'---___________ prt'partl,--d- rprwHrdtJl~' .'·'HtO[SPlUtluLL ---B.llt.-.C.aptalo Stilting [opllll thp_.I.e.po..rL.s.u.... .. ________ . ____ . 

fil12d with errors and co~fllcts tllat h~ refused to prepare the endorsemellt alld 
adviseJ Admiral McCain to withhold the r.eport 'IOtil the flaws could be removed. 
Apparently because of pressure frOID Washington, Admiral McCain ignored the 
advice and signed the flawed report. The legal officer has told me thul ll~ was 
so concern"d that he might be associated with that shoddy piece of work that 10" 
wrote a personal letter to his seniors at JAr~ explainJ II!\ the circumst.lIIces anu 
disassociating hloself from the report. And this wns 110t some young mav~rlck. 
Herlin Starinll later became JuC:lle Advocate General of the Navy and rt:tir~d as a 
rear adwl ra t. 

Wht:n the r"port reached JAG, it was seen to bl! III,) deeply flawed that JAG was 
cOlllpe lled to prepare an allllost unpre.:edented 32 page sUlllllary whose obvious 
purpose WIIS to attempt to glos5 over lIome of the report's UlanI' 3hortcowlllt:s. 
The flawed report was ultimately approved by eNO aud the Navy has evt:r since 
blindly insisted that CNU's approval makes the rt:port "legal" and "final." 
That may be legally so, Captain Carroll, but the flaws still exist and .:lre 
evident to anyo~~ whu takes the time to read the report. Even Admiral Thomas 
Hoorer, who as CNU ~as resoonsible for the report's ultimate approval, agre~q 

today that it is seriously flawed and should be reinvestigated. 

Finally, 1 must address your closiug assertion that the findings were made 
"af~er II cat·eful and thorough consideration of <111 the inform"tJon available.·' 
That is not so. 

For instance, I was officer of the deck during most of the seven hour period 
iauediately precedlnll the attack. From my hospital bed in Naples 1 sent a 
sworn sta:ement to the Court describing the steady 12 knot wind, the freely 
flying fllg, thl' extensive low level rp.connaissance and other key details. ~y 
statement w~s received by and read to the Court of Inquiry. ~et my statement 
was not entered into evidence and is not mentioned anywhere in the record of 
proceedings. One must wonder why. Could it have been omitted because it 
disagrt:es so strongly with the Findings? Its removal, for whatever reason, was 
irregular and improper. 

The court reported II finding of fact or opinion that the American flag may have 
hung limp at the mast on a windless day. My sworn sLatement and testimony from 
several crewmen l:iaid othcrwise. No one and not one scrap of evidenc~ supports 
the finding that the flllg "may have hung lillli>'" But, more important, anyone 
who has ever been to sea knows that Courts of Inquiry need never speculate 
about weather conditions. These are recorded every thirty minutes in the 
ship's weather log. The weather log was available and was reviewed by the 
court. it shows 12 knots of wind across the deck. But the court chose not to 
enter that log into the record. Olle lIIUSt wonder why. Like my own sworn 
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DE:PARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE Of THE JUDGE AOVDCAH GENfRAL 

200STOVAlL STREiT 

A!...EX~NOR1"' ... VA 22332 IN HE-PLY AI:.H:R TO 

Mr. James M. Ennes, Jr. 
LISS LIBERTY 'JE'l'F.PANS ASSOCIATION 

-P-.-{l, --~ 1a 9. 
WoodinvillQ, WA 99072 

near Mr. Ennes: 

:1 ~l:l 0 
21.2:1Y:B500'J90 
14 Feb 1986 

This responds to your recent letter to Mr. Chase l'ntermcyer, the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve Affairs) t,at 
asks for a ~ew review of the Court of Inq~iry report on th~ USS 
LIBERTY attack in 1967. ~our r~quest was referred to the Office of 
the Judge Advocate General for responbc. 

Thl' Court of Inquiry proceedinqs .... ere previously revie .... ed and 
ap,Jrovecl by the Navy chain of command. Additionally, we understand 
that the Government of Israel offered an immediate apology and 
accepted responsibility for the incident. United States Goverment 
claims on behalf of the men, who were killed and injured in the 
attack, and compensation for damage to the LIBERTY were also 
reportedly paid. In view of the foregoing, further review of the 
proceedi~gs is not appropriate. 

I hope that tnis information will assist you in this matter. 

sincerel'!, 

(\) . Y 0-' (J.N..l ..tf, ~t., ~«! .e rfuL F. CAP.RO .• L 
Captain, Jl'.GC, U. S. Navy 
Deputy Assistant Judqe Advocate 
General (Investigations) 
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ANDY IREt AND 

VI "M""'I" 1 
... ~\tL'l tuMM"'H 

uN INH l ~ itlt NLE 

. r ""'''''. t I 

, . 

.. ~~] i'.J ~,'1 
.\" .... tl M,,..,'''''. ~tMbtl-l 
'.IN'> '. H' A~L·I.A . .JAIIU'" 

(.t)MMI"~t uN 
'::iM~ll tW~INtS~ 

-, t" .... "" ", t 

~ongrtss of tht United ~tatts 
tlOUBt of Utprumtaoou 

Ulashingtoa, 9~ 20115 

Mr. Thomas O. Ditges 
p. O. Box 11 
Fedhaven, FL 33854 

Dear Mr. Ditges: 

December 2, 1985 

" .. I. It,o.'.v." HH. "I' U"". "VI~\ 
W"'~ .... ""U .. OC li)~'~ 

\1·:11 1!O;, h"~ 

\ lv V..,I L'.",'.,\ A-t"", 
~'U 1;1 •• ~U'" 

'tw''''I' '-.• ,,. H .1JII/:tJ 
(II' J, !~!J .~\4' 

1 'I)' bit_ .... ~, .... , W,,1 

I"u H;,. '121.' 
bll#l!.'l",'v'" ~, jJ~dti 

\11' JI ,.ab ulbti 

~---- -~ ~ U !3lU i7!O - - . 
l ..... n ..... O H JJtlvJ 

,lIljl;,61 tJUII:! 

Thank you for contacting me with your concern over 
reports that Mr. Leon Klinghoffer is being nominated for the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. I appreciate having your 
views on this matter. 

I am aware that ther. were press reports, shortly after 
Mr. Klinghoffer's murder, stating that the New York congres
sional delegation intended to submit Mr. Klinghoffer's name 
for the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Al ~ough I have the greatest sympathy for the 
Klinghoffer family, I agree with you that the Congress10nal 
Medal of Honor is a military award and is not applicable 1n 
this situation. 

As for the Marines killed and wounded in Lebanon, none 
of these men were decorated with the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. Furthermore, it is my understanding that". noCtft of the 
seamen on the U.5.5. Liberty received this award. 

Please continue to share your views with me on matters 
of concern. Best regards. 

5in~r.1Y, 

it~ 
APlzaa / 
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• 
PIli L GRAMM 

tEX.,s 

-

Mr. Oti~ Davenport 
otis Research and Report 
.~~. BOl!· 1238a. 
Dallas, Texas 752£5 

Dear Mr. Davenport: 

December 4, '985 

I have received a reply from t~~ Department of State in response 
to my inquiry on your behalf and am ~nclosing a copy of the reply 
for your information. If I can :.~ of' further service on this 
matter, p!ease let me know. 

YO/JZ:~"""" __ L_ 
PHIL GRAMM 
United States Senator 

PG/wilwr 

enclosure 

Dallas, Texas 
l:.!/l6/IiS 

The same two letters were l'ec'd by a friend in Longview, Texas from Gr&mm. 
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stituents who have new information or grave concerns about th~ 
U. S. Govern~lcnt' s review of the inc ident may wi sh to d i c(?ctl'l 
contact the office of th~ Judge Advocate General of the NlVY. 

As you know, Israel stated that the attack was the result 
-of confusion and ercor by lts armed for(;es dudng the war . .\0; 

t;tC time of tho:! incident the Government of Israel Cl!)olo]ize.J 
immediately, accepted cOlnplete respunsibility, and offcred to 
pay compensation for the de~ths and injuries caused to A~.erican 
personnel by the attack. The Israeli Government paid in full 
in 1968 and J969 the U.S. Government claims for $3,323,500 on 
behalf of those killed and $3,452,275 on behalf of those in
jured of the Libertv crew. Although monetary compensation for 
~f-tl1'~1-~t" !tth-or -111j IlL] is' -"1"t",h='IU'3 t,r Tl!C 0 m [) ens e-IClCt:1e 
pain and suffering involved, the families ~nd indlviduals 
concerned rec~ived the full alnount ot these claims. In 1980, 
Israel agreed to pay the U.S. Government $6,000,000 as 
compens~tion fOI damage to the vessel. 

In closing, let me note again that responsibility for 
analyzing the USS Libertv incident rests with the Department of 
Defense, and that Israel accepted complete r&sponsibility and 
paid compensation for its att~ck. 

Enclosutes: 

Sincerely, 

/ ./' 
/ /" 0Z ;/ J.,~ h'rJ -u. , 

~illiam t:C-sall , III 
Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 

Correspondence returned. 
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