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sir,

ThE “Pilal"™ carrled, &a July 4, 1988, & tdoh review by
fr. Achonnell concermnimg the 1887 “Liberiy™ @gi9ent.

I do not doubt Lhe patn and frusipeiiNGD) felt by the author
of the bopk, Hr. Tnnes. wha wad on th lAberly wvhen 1t come
under fire by a Telendly Air Force and Daw 34 af his Tellaw
crew eenbors kifled. Yet he {8 wery urong when he Lries Lo
eicribe, 4% he doos, so=p dark TeNentfons e=d wilolent machino-=
tions Lo the lsraelfs. Az dr. Coodp well kEmows, scclidoals
happen during ward. 1 might edd that enfertunatlely, more Lhem
M fsraell weldiers were ki) )@l &y our own troops in the varioos
wirs tince 1948, iecleding ANE/8iz Day War,

Tour resders might Ge\Tatereaied Ia 1he Tollewlag encerph
frem the recently publjwied nemolrs of Hr. I. Rabin,

Priog Mnistear of Lifrpw] "and at the tine. Tsrael®s Army Chief
af Stafr:
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in recent weoks several articles have appeared in tha uanhimgtan
Foat about Joees Esxnes’ bBook "Assawli on Lhe Libarty”™ which treatn
the Taraell sttack o the United States Intelllgesce-gathering ship
Uil Liperiy during the Six-Day War in 1947.

Enndd, Israel and the Unlted ftates Maval Court of Inguicy all

aggaa that ths O35 Liberty was attacked on Jung Ath By Israall

planes and motor torpedo boats. Wnile the Iscasll and the U.0. Hagy

Caurta af Inguiry concluded that the attack vas a mistake, (ITstNasl

balloved the Libecty was =r Egyptlan vessel) EZnnes clainy hdlattack
“&E dellberate.

Honegver; when ono exa-lnes the military facts @A %he palitical
sltwation, It becoemes clear that Ennea” contlusio®s Mo mat tally
with the facts.

1. Ef Tarasl Bad plancmed in advance o sdPh~tha Liberty, Isrswl's
hir Forem would have sent in alrplanss\)lwbed with heavy bosha which
is tha sffective way ko aink & shipe Tpatead, the Liberty wan atvackod
by alrplanes = divecrted from other Dladlons = agmed with roechoba and
gune uaed in group rupport aoflonE. IE WAl Alao attacked by moLoE
torpede boats which would HeWh baon Larrlly unecessacy in & pra=planned
ittack. These fackts copNa the U.8.-Israell conclusion that the
AtLA&CE was & spontangfops unp lanned asssull on vhat vas aszussd Lo ba
an Egyptian ‘hiP

What oocubied off Jung Ith was that F|IL1¢[I hesdguariers haed
mecelved reySits from grouwsd troops that Israell positions wers being
shel lad™(Mdm the sea. (It lates turned sut that the explodlana whileoh
HRrOEhe source of thase roportm were due to other causcs). Tws Hirage

plapes ware then divested from the ground supporkt action to sesk oulk




thae ship. By tle ealer, antonnae and guans they ldeastificd & wai

Ehlp and regquested perslaalion 1o attack. The attack Legan and 1he
planss were later jolassd by torpeds hoats. Slecs Tsvasl had so ifea
that the Libegty wam In Sinel wate.n, and alnce all Torelgn shipaids
=an avoliding the Car rone, Lt s sofe Lhan uhderstanddbla tha@NBCael
apuumed the LiLorky wan am Egypllan war akip,

2. This lesds wl W0 L.ae obvious ajiirmt bamy Wy mhealeNEW ael delfib-
erateEly aresch & Asericasn =k BF Fi |..|u'||.hi|'| wipih e NV il BiafaE

i the cofmeratone of Tsrarl®s Tore lgs ||'.'_-|_: ) LY

Ilent relatlons wiih tha Tnite
vutremly strong provocai lon for
Ehe TInikod RArabon.

Ernncs aldvonoas Qe vory wieak NSGotilion that fsrael abtlackel the
Libsrty o0 Lhat il United States tOuld not sbwagt Ve forth-
el gy ODerd &'l o e igainet Syl e the Colsa Moights and (ke provent
1he atteck. The ohly (e NAMNE Tnrael hed aboct the Colam attack was
Hvwi1eE LALafvanlt lén, I v s nataral ihag s asl woald nad wanit tThe
foviots ar tha Byrigw/ to know of the Golan operation. shay Lhe Unilled
Gtates know or AN oot know made livedle difforence. In fTaot; Israsl
counted amn .8 S preagsure os the Soviels te kegp thes out of the comallid
should 1D IE . B. . decidd L& Imervens. 1t I8 §1logical Le ay Ll
Thar MNgdrl would risk rakisg an ongEy of the Oeited Stales wicl
Y /Apal msatlive. It shoold ales e poted that &f A‘hl LiborLy wan

ingreested i Ltha Byrlan fromt, she showuld have becm saiding of [ Lhe

Laibhaneug oAl AW ot of f the Sipnal caask over one hundied mi leg w1y

¥ Gne could alen ask If Indeed |the ake vas to sink the Libecty, «hy

did Terasl Lerminate the attack BéTors achleving lits goal. Terael had
rategh alrplansd, Loopedoss sl Db te be able to sink the ahip, L

thy attack was stopped.




fines Enres' concluslons ara contradlicied by the =ilicary facta
arell 1l illoglicalily of his suggosced sative, we eod only o Fsamine
& fow of the detalls e pressnta In his book.

I, To boleter his apgusent, Bones writes that Lhe Aseciosn flag was
clantly displaycd and slnce thore wore & serlos of reconalss e
flighta, Teiasl st kave been able 1o identify ihe ship.

A puries @l reonnnalsanos flights? 11 Tseawl had Edonnidied
Lhae ship as Ennes claliseg, and :||‘|I:I'I. phaimed o sink e, 5t would Bava
boen satresely wswise ro keop sendimg recomnsisssnce T1ig0Es Whien couve
only sEEve o warn Lhe '.:.!.-nl.;_ af an lepepdieg vk, [ Task,
word e pecapnalesance [llghts, What Fanee sight have taken Tor
pcrinalnance Tligites werr cargo and troep tranepart plances §lylng
briveen israel and Finsi. The Libesty strascd under one of (ke Flighe
corridors of tha Tsraeli Air Force.

The only roconalssancs was dond LFrlelfly Ly the Leo FTast-Tlying
Mirsye attark plancs. Even if, a3 Fanes claina, the flag was [lying,
& Flag asen from tha ale le & veiy aeriow strip. Flags afe lalesded
Lo ba oeen by durface veusels and not Ffoom the alr by Ffast=Fflylng
jote. Whes the setor terpeds boats sorived later, the ship was
alivady surrcuaded by smoke.

%, Fhamets statod that an Taraslil jer radiosd lte Aesdgoarters thak
It had sighted an Astcricam ship. There s ne record in tha entico
alpr lTorce of msurh & sepore.

[T In am article in the Fowg EnRes syueris 00 lurael jommed the
Liberty's transmities vo prevent her fren iy for help. Anyone
whis poasesses & minimem Wnowledge of eleckien’ ' . fare kotws that one
doss ol jam trafemicticrs but jasa the ability e recelve & clear

slignal. Fog Farasl to have preventsd sspsages (rom Ihe Liborly e g

gacolved, it would have baen nocoisary to jam the sntire almih f'lpl?ﬂ't,




if mol ihe sntlre world. To say that sech jassing rguipsent oxistsd
on & [lyhter plane Iy & Grave orror.

s 18 Inderd larsel wos lictening 1o the Libariy's wire channils,
and Lf tha leraell plan wam Lo dostooy Lhe ship and lis crew te houp
the aitack secret am Ennes Implod, why did Teiawl moe atop the
ALLack whon the Amerlcan ship Saratogs achnosledged receipt af/0
Libkifiy's eall for belp at 14:0F which seant 1hat Tparel®s B =0 ned
serrel atbtack had [ailed? Once again, Manes (hesls iz ogfMhwradictaed
by tha Tacim.

. 1A af aktie
Ernnesg desci il

apparently sent o finirh I I 3 Whille theca

mystery rogarding the arcival of the LN\l opters, what ,.-*

mystery I8 how the suthos knows wheyeeer variying ased Lroops and
were pot there for reicue. No milleady offlcer wauld dreas of winking
a ahlp by sending areed troopaCle helicaptvis b begad dayl iyht,
HéF doss one dliemspt te 3ipROile boats belfoie elnking the ship liss)f.
Lonel alss clalmp O the Lorpedd boste Flred on the 1ife
rafie. One wonders @ o could draw surh 4 vencluslion since anypone
with Lerpeds boal\gaperience inows that sven with the best Cars
shelle are sprody owver a thowsand - yard scea iy doos Fhses 4o
'hid ahals jogre/ almed at the Llife Loals «hen thay <ould just a3 sanlly
bawn & ldel at the ship, which in Fack was the case, The troth af the
g i thae al 456 an Ieirasel Dalance Foardes headguarterds roall
4 been :.u.lr'l Lhe Ees pedi boal 8 of fecred thels ansinlapee 8
i g sont wlth pedleal ald and a tugboat was
A lkl=d & help the Libarky. Tt should alee be &onb ool
Ehe. Lhd PFi "oy KE .:, pi of Terasel sent & pecreonal moscage af sympathy

" 4 s ldeal Jehatis a7 & tha Incldent.




it whould te clear By pow Chel wimt occarred on June B was =
pragle mlgtake, I¥ the Tearaslls hed the sass TO/70 hindsight ae
Eanes docs and had the tims to Ieisurly comtomplate mattera, bthe
attach ouuld net have taken place. WMowewer, ai those whe have bops
In bhatele hnow, under Ehe stress of balble condltlioms, snap dgeheaPns
musl e made with the best avallable data, Thig hiztouy ofNfar, et
slone waval war, e full of lnersdible ineidests [aveDDNg ey
IEERELTY that walel B #% ih wild N\else Ead
ol el

e iwm pedhaps wndsrstarsdald r " r - Jensrg Ia

thia walfariuynate lneident, an FaRee . esfa ] inpeild 1T

war el ‘el lvarlon to the atitackear. This iy b Lhe irakoen that Enees
allows hile cvident rancor and subdediiviily Lo averride shject ive
analysls. The roason bhe atiributos lo Tedaal fTor otogimg & prosmodiatisd
aliachk of am poearkcan Lh:F L Al Do kv ] aindl unreal istioc, while ths
mllitary facts clearly abgelPhat Lhe abbsck eauld hakt have bBowf
plannad, The attack ogMANhR Lilrriy was & cans of mlustaken Ldenkliy,

and when ths miscadyf/ wae notlieed, all praciloas

siopd wore Lakiafm

e anslat the Qydp.
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Pariclically the silataken Tsraell nllaak on the 0.5.9, Liberty
dur beg the 5w Day War,; 18 bBrought wp By Arab sympathizere In letlevs
ta Lha wdilar, pald advertlsssents, stie. It sssms clemarly 1o EBe
an orohealesled cashalgm wid Therefore -ue wWowld Like Es aeowelds
the rolleving lnfer=atlan;

1. @n Septeabar 19, L1977, C.1.4. Dl FeElad, Limiral Ftaealleld
Tursef, sald the Fellowisg An an [Misrvie with ABC'a
itews Boll om *"Cood Parning Aserice™:

Ttowe Builks ®i groug af Palewt bnlamn rupperters Lo Lhe .5,
han taken owuwk ada In tha New York Timses vhich
wne raw C.I.A. data golnud from Ehe F.40.1.
(Froadas af [nlfoesstlon Act). The acouusllan

in made that FAgehe Dayan wpecifleally ardored
Lha attack on the U.95.9, Libaety in the LUGT
Aldadls Eask Uar, Eam ypoius glve ga Lhe snllghtan-
AanE o EhalbT"

Bl ewrlalnly com, and [ aa glas, Slews, Thal
Fow seghamigsed Lhe wards F it intwlligence dala.
s are regulred wadsr the F.O0.1. Bck Lé
produce to thoss who ssk For §t, intelligence
dacuwnents uhish can b unelesnilfiod. I

thoss uhich we raloasved thers vera saveral
which Indicatod a posalhility that Lhe ferassll
Governaent Gnow about Bha U,.5.%. Liberiy belfors
the attask. Also, we relsassd an auslusisg
over-all documank whioh sald gy -:l.F.Il'.' N4
ALY wam ous connldered ﬂ{l'i.l'l_l.l:lﬂ thakt Lhe fsrssil
r._u-.-!n 1-:r|_E "_1_.4_d i AP .n.j..._]_r_;s_! at Lhag 1.-1,1

Iaranl hes pald Full cospensallen e all tha FTasilliss alfFectsd.

ila Ltha Libkeity Incldeamt was an waforiunagbie case of mlsizien
Igentity In Lha heat of Lha Uar, Pal tirian Eerrorisie;

alded by Arabl Covarncents;, have surdersd in a cold<hleaded
proasdilastad wvay tuo Emarlean Ambhasaadare In Lhe Svilan

and Labanan and scores of olther [nnoocent Beeclcen elwilians

in such sansacrem am Lhae hlju:hl.nz of & TUR plane From

Los BAngalas 'o Dassscus [August L98R) and ths saehlne-gunnisg
all 27 Puarle dlcam toucliskw at Lad Alrpark “'l..:l L'?;Ij‘}_

« Tl
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Allsihad La o sinmidry &8 Ma B 00T FETREE 25 IPALY 3,
Mawy Coarl 6l Ingulry comwrned Juss 10, 19T, ig lhGelre inla the
glroumslanie s wur resnding the &Fmad sllach(pml™5 LIBERTY
[AGTR-3] en June B, 196T.

Alisibed also le the anelawsiNeiranscript of the lesilindsy

belcre 1he Cowrt by the Comemeniieg Cificer of the USS LIKERTY,

Connmsndsr Willlem L. Motapagls, USH
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