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BUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGE
f L D e

A Mavy Court ol Imqulry bas rmined that U5 LIBERTYT wan in
Internaticnsl #alars, prope marhed as is har (destity and natisaaliiy,
and im ks, elenr seather =hen sha sullered an wnprovoked attack by
laraali aireradi asd moter iorpads bosin June §in ihe Esviers Mediiorracein

The Couri prodesed svidangs kit tha lerisll armesd lorees had
NERlE EpparinwEiy i3 igentily LIBERTY verrectly. The Coari had
Lrmsld ot inléFmiEes Bifacd (I 16 Sllie & f[edfMant o ke reancas lor
the declalen By lareall sireralt and motor larpedo boats 1o siteck,

LIBERTY fired hav . §0 cal. machine gooe &l the siroral snd terpeds
onin, bat ondy after ohe had Beaa amtazhad and kit

The Courl, convandd 5y Admirel Jobhn G-MeCain,Jr. . USH,
Cemmandar in Chisl of U. 8. Mevrl Forces In Eoreps, cosdusied clasnifled
hanrings iz Londan and aboard LIBERTY in kinits Jans 11=17. Rear
Admiral 1. €. Kidd, DEM, was prasidesi af the Coart, whith consisted of
Bmisll and Cipiilng Barnard J, Lawl and Baxt M. Atilnasn, beth altached
te Admirel MeCals"s headguiriari.

A Coark of Ingaliy do & Lurmal fegi-lindlng by which fakes isdtimany
uader oatk, 1 li est & Elaciplinary ri, GonvEalng of & : ingulry I8
& eaTmel prevedar. cemmenly smploped Wfies §ay derlos LT
imeldam rasuliing im vubsiantial boaw of life or damage fo s @ Tha fmcs

of 1w sonvenlng does nsl, of Lteeldf, indicate mp sdsamption b, L = Newy that
isyois withis the Mavy I &t Cauls,

The Court'n lindings wers proventsd to Admiral MsCals and approved
by blm on Juns |8, ol forwarded 19 tha Navy Department for further review,

Y B wne el the respeasibility of the Coart t» rule on the calpatliny
ol the dittachari, ind &6 avidences wae heird {rom the atledhing natlds,
Witnaasas daggested thal the flag may have bean difliciall lor the allsckers
b owee, Ak belauis ol e slew speed of the abip wed becau wlcEr five
oF sl vepareis sir sBscke By ol leavi tew plases sech. emald 422 Damew
may hiv e Balpad abidars the view (rofm ke moter lorpeds boats, The

Coauri haard wiisssass tify, howsver, 1o slgaifleant surveillance of 1ha
LIBERTT on thres separsis ocokelons from the e &t varioss tmes prier
by tha gtk - § hours and 1) misgies balers the adbech, ) hoord md

T mlaudaas balore (e amack, and § houre and 37 mingtes Balere e aMesik.

Ins prmmol wn thle wns B8t ao lernatiocsl investigation, po svidence
wid prosesied on whethar any of thers sireraft kad (deniified LIBERTY &5
whalher thay bid pasasd sy information sn LISEATY to Galr o¥n Righer
Enadgus FTers .
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The Court alllrméd LIBERTY"s right b ba whore ohe wai. A
nemtral nation, the Courl maled, hes & lagel right to diepaich & ahip i
Lritiw Fal Bl witerd adjscant 1o &n Area of Hlivigs, So li
naabiral ahlp maintiing the parcial svvkluds ol meutsalily
podnlEd S«l, eich Ealligevaw ¥ Liv relraln [romm GiLA:

Tha Court feusd that! LIBERTY sntered the Mediterransan J
aliar viopplag Yrielly ot Mets, Spade, whats aba 1
Ll IR Her grdepi saie 18 Slehs= & Bei £
eperElAg Arek in the Essiarn Medagreansan oroth of thy Sinel Penigegld,

Testimony halors the Ceart showed that LIBERTY arrived in bar
asaigned operatang area (ke morning of June B, Her arders wera ED\stham
in an ares bounded on the mor de AEM; on ithe saad and « by

dea M Exsr saad 313 La ihis swilh by & torred G l=wrlog
miles sl Lkw coant
e & IR-mile terriberial sea, lasad i miles. T
Stataw claims and recegnises clainie of w mifed. ‘Ikus LIDE:
oparaling arga wap definad b8 amsure thal she wg; dipEinain in inierrational
{ tfgenrngd, and with some
Ipare, The - within her
pasigned sperating ares &t the Hma of the asiegk, and ikak sl s lime Before
ar aliar tha k did sl dpproack N s aagiioal milaw b La
By wis aader the sparatienal costsol ol Simihs Flawt ot the 1
A i witmg .

il el candliisn al : t I har nermal
sEammilng = om deeh;, gn Al alanding by the larward gua moanis,
LIBERTY carrien four peddedgl-mounted : « Brosalng madhlng goad =
g mlmgls Mol on feidaheca and §jilan
B deakBods e 4l ol AN pFicge. Usder “madill
iepbaaty wons MAE e Iwd QI8 Fohd whlll Uhd Créw micseld gebefal
gusriers slafipne.
LIBERTY sieamsd southeasterly (1509 true) astil A:4% &.
ihié FadEhdoofnlr easiers boundary of her aparsting ares el turned to &
peaibweallndy couraa (285%™ nrasl. AF H:i90, & glngle naddeniified jut crorand
har =R, R setiraisd thred e Ove milad aalara, s gl relad he alip asd
rotigeaniz thy darertien of the mainlssd. MNe olgeals were ool hibged bETeess
Ry ind the plass, LIBERTY was fyisng kv sormal o Amarican flag
i Eoet by B feer) ot the masithend, Har nams sas pelated on har slyrs i
Engliah, snd her U. 5, Mavy distinguiahing letiars and nusmber on her baw,
{Egypllan aavkl ahlps garry thely namas in thae curslve Avable seript. ] Her
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¥

durd mave] (@enilic srian
‘wnd har slandard markings, sare clearly
chwng Tor (he mixc eall 08 ddenlily her pragerly ae the naa-combatant
whip LIBERTY, She wae the= steamlng &0 10 kaata,

Tt and propeller sireraln sireloe e ahip agaln &p 10:56 and 11024
momi, AL ikesa times, the y map visaming sl ondy flve ket

&% |1 )2 fhe shlp changed to & wesl-naribesstariy cogree (283 trud .

Freem [ F0 g, . wAlil
dfes =i enerdised &l gese
i R 158 & ' PTARSRA ROy
mander Sa = z anl wun nmi pelanG PR TI L I]
[T T LR B cernglsi wl ENoSEhall, the sl
refurned Lo har "madilisd ¢ Al LIRS ., che ak Pl

CLITLT N i LM gple, Marlolk., Va.

fimed hoy mosition by Tadar gp ¥ Vel mlles [rom the miasrel
sl El Aviih, which was to tha o [hearing 1429 graw),

In the Gommanding Officer s warde YAbaul 1408 [ p. M) the leck.
fule, =ha =sre siafloned PFLED Chat
i85l glrosaly sore sighted in the vipbnliy @l dhe alig, A ikat e, | went to
srboard wing of the Bridge =70k miy i . o ved anE
aifnilar charngy LI magil Rela by i@ the airerall whick
s sarlier in the @al fhd upon skich & slghting repor had b
ahour 139 s i
0 Leat.
@ [romm e ship. ippadced Lo
Hal cearsnirivaliag in 1he serme o fliss s the slkip. While
| spwrrrd s QOtrerade, 1 did mot e N e dhip Bretly iz &
Bemailbe aii-tale, \ Withi e daple &l i Dl wmpioeise wan basrd \'\-.‘_' ,..r""-‘
R Bl il Ve w02 ooome Drgom ths gt wl of the slip. [This sapparestly
R & B ani LG ke ki pegend asreral. | [ imseduialy crdered iy
EErRl-Slhrim Lo b mocaded, snd e was dene. | wenn (rem (e StEFbsEed
wing alAVs wrodgs te ths par wiag e @i e ared of dimage, | bnmediaiely
Eaie o] Lkl the two 5SS -gullon gavelise @rums sioeed o the 0] level (one
Angalvalkove the mais eelh, Twe balow 1he bridge), pariids amldahips, were
FAyrning lurdeanly,

il wEd evident that i1 would net b passible 1o resch the gulck rel
liver by procesding down 1he outaide pirl ladders of tha ship, [ ordered
e Ewigutlve Ofitear (LCDA Phillp M. Armaireng of Merfelk, ¥V, , laier
kilad In sctionl o go to the sarbonrd side of the ablp and procasd down

MORE




L1

i ke 51 level. creas oved 18 The por? abide, anl hEre [Tt T e
T pant O Connar, (LT Jamas G. O"Connar Wl of Norials
a= ihe Bri wll B jeined the Exedative Qllicar eod ball
fo the slarboaid wing &f the Leldgs, O level, Approsimataly
ihe iime ey redched the iop &l the ladasr to pregeed de=n, The ahip
o KiL Cm e vicinlty of s whalebosl slowed on the
poard #lgd; immadiale I ol the brkd Mr, Armekrong
mai® Ihrawn back ipto the

Flasi fthin e &8 EF PRI ST Ep A kla [fme T orderad
i prres, whi I i have pora LY Bassatl. (LT bis H. Bauegn
of Pisiobargk. Pi.) 1& FipaF 08 Chaad od Neval Dpsrs vig s
hicom [hagh Tommard radis glrgait 1 LIBERTY wié ws

umldentified jof sird il Snd DAl immedlATE BV DL FLEREE SR FEgE red

Faor the oast five &F ile misdies, Girorall mads aries NN LA EE
wn ks ships, Ful;“n. har wilh rockein and mashing gen e, A Llitar Eounl
gniared info the Court"s recerd, ahowed B3] saparals Kkl on Uhs #hip™s hull
Rl agpRTalTusluRE.

timmany (uiled io watablioh sn sxact numiser of civeraft imvelived in
Tha Co dliags wl : Yl live &F ®is sacks, irem
fwd e Eebie ot alrEral & & e condegied slraling. recket
LR ANLERCES,

Deasitg 1hie geariod, the akip grofoelly Budll ap speesd from fowe BT
Har smact spaad da hé aulsaguiest mitulds == @nll]l aha Jeet all pawer
i mbgut Eilk == is pol Engen, MHar masimon spsed (8 18 kngta, bl b1 i
daaiilal that aha ameandad || ap I whils under siisch,

The akip's pablle addrass aystem snd many of her Intsreal cemmusis
eutlon clreults wers dedirgyed by the dir amech. Ths halmamin =L
s risurly igjared by ihe bomb hif on the siarboard siils. Fe was immediEtsly
replaced by Ooartermadior Third Clasa Francis Broes, of Tray,
whe later was klled. A& low memests later, widls o e starboard bridgs
wing., Commyndur bl Caaugle recuived & d@flbei Lij sl [Fam aNrapasl,
=l s st aschad ofl sy feet. | =an saly shakes sp sl i mads =a disds
arwand § Little Bit, Bt ey injuries did nof sppasr lo ma la ba al Ay
esnasguines. ” ha 0dd the ewart af isguiry. ~1 aotioed alight buras on my
wiarboard foresrm and | aotlced blegd cozing en my right tredesr §
Bings [ esuld wulk snd hers was Ao apparant pain, | g no farthar eoa=
pldaration to thawe minar IRJuriee, "

AL about J:04, epki-puls sighisd three high apend boals I"rl-l-'.'-h—'ll{
e sy Drom e novibeasi (Mrem e ship's starboird quarier, relitive
MORE
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almrbaard g

il wiak &1 Rle Lime TEEE L

alldl Bring 1

pnd Aurrang i

NG TRF ahip byt
A them & Lo

¥i e
ki andl Marmae just sie of
h Ehs Boats wars
Li, but he
® what he Believed afi Jhe 1him Aw the alr
ked et LIBER THNG YA ;
AT B BT This iy B el Pl &
m Eha L slaried by tha siischarn
k
il 1% ihe Bad
i mernl ii i
wfldai Al thd g@ammy Nme, the al

Bl il A whialebaal
Wl Lh# gam to i
puna tha O 1o -
95 4 ] Wirginis Besch. an wounded sariier and, unbz
Bkl had & piece ol akra grd ik al o the )
[Ty ol pariaide. “The firel thing | as ' fisd v e Court,
@O thel ihs mount 54 [on the peri eide) was vacanl, The Names .. [from
i Essrning ganaline g . had reiched mownl Y4 and chassd everyone
I Fin back o £ 44, loaked aver UKa aliyllght from Lee
ing apacan, ™ ght im on the centariine of ihe ship fasc afs
ol Dhs snEah, 1o srinda & ree [waf high and L8 perkips ten Feil wid
diwiding the O3 lovel a1 paint into port and slerkoard areas shich med
sevaral yards &fn &l the gus mognts, aff of ke skylight siresiere, & Ls
pasaibls 1o lsak avar the skylighi, bul aof io arsss (L, Thare ls so dack
ahave U 03 lowval ofi of tae bridge . )




ErEl. Lecas continusd [asd a Flear view ol spum %) [Uhe sierboaerd
maunl, which wid Hriug Iroin, say. Ve sslel level ip, omd theare «a8 bo
ane on measl 3] The [lames (rcom the moior whalebeki were conmving over
ihe lip ol the meart; | asrame chat (e billeis thal sere is ke gun, or bailets
ihal ware (A fhe Feady s@rvice smmusiiien b, ¥ery 1eLF iRere, were cooking
ol urd |Ir|||‘. oApparendly By scciddrl, Hhie gen =& |I|||||_ ifthe direciion
al the allecking Busta,

Al ihia e, the PT'S cpased lire wilk taskr gun maunis, killing the
Guariapmadtear Brown &b the Belm. and in & matiar ol sodends ane 1Qrpedo
wid hobed ¢ roasing astern of the abisp 31 aboat 0% pards The Liaew was ihes
24 A misEie Iader, & wegond forpgede d1ruc § IR ship oA IR alarboird wide
immasbiately for=ard of the Lridge aod & lew [eal Bedds IRE waidt Li s

The 1aipards enpletben Lore & Bale in the side ol the ship ey ammendes
fraem & fiw Paal Bbave e sater e (e brles e ters @f the Sulge B wEE
ehepad Cika & 18RS Srop. ang wEs 3§ Deel sq rasl o 16 sifaal] poant Itn
irnee dlaie silesi sas B Liocd all comparbmesls @6 T=d @ed s belds e walrr
lime,. [reom framse 33 o Trdme &6, Thess [Fames SeEpedl selEr 1ight Bulk-
Eeadp, and muark Ube le arios ol ahst was “nambsr iwe held” «hen LIBERTY
- & marchss cargo ship belore ber convareion lor Navy won. LIBERTY
wiad the apsces lor store ropme 4nd her resesrch Gaparimant,

Twaniyfive men died in the bliad, Theds Tew nol Killed surrigh
pacaped Iram tha ¢umparaments,. The Cuurl haavd 1eslimany (rom siinesses,
ineluding & salvegs sopers, wio siated that beyond & akadow of & doubld those
wiho diwd thers wers killed inmvantly by the Blanl. None could have survived,
trappad in the comparimant, to die of sulfocaiion ar drowning

Tha lerpeds did ot wiket & ma)er Mre, proabably begese= of the
immadiain Oosding ol the sifected arsas. LIBERTY immadistel; took on s
glna «dagras Lial o dfarbaird, Power asd dleeriag cenlfel sere Joel
tampararily, and tha abip came to & dead dtep

The DAres iarpsds Badls alas sleppad, lasa Than & kil miles aalzrs of
e pirichen ahip. Cne signalied in Englisk, ~ D yow seed sasiilesse ¥
Commindar WeCanigly, =t being sble ig wigeal by light, srdared & Figaal-
kb Balel e tRgTeslienal fag signal for “ml uhlE Tl ©OMINLARE, T MEESULY
i ke akip wss om al Coavral

Twa or ihres minvies lsfer, twd halicopiers beaving & Jar of David
i rhing appredched and circled the ahip several times, A1 J1Y, power
was reslered, ul stsering costrel eould nod be regalned fram the Bridge.
1§ was nicopaary ie give rodder arders by islephine 16 man 16 The "&ILEF
dearing' comps rimeni, and for some Uimes they operaied the ship's heavy
rudder by hand, The helicopters deparied, Felurned, snd deparied agais,
and & puir of jot sireraft cirelsd the ship, bul there ware no furiber aUacks,
MORE




By 4 p.m., Commander MrGoaag il wara glving him & groat
daal of pain and he was sulfferieg from | I bioed, The ahip's doctor
kil saan ki on the bridge, b hed made onoe erl b0 gel kim Below o e
Baiile dressing seation. The Commanding Ddligss & that vime wad ke &
ropk upan which the rast of the men puppotied themeslven, '™ ths doctor told
the Cosrt. Te know thet he <av on the bridgs griavously wosndso, yet
Bavis g thie cann and helm and thrawgh the alght aailing every change ol
dawree, wan the thing that teld ihe men "wi"re golng 9 Uve, " Whan [ wang
to tha ridge snd eaw thia, ] abvoiild paw iBak | knew fhat | €emald aaly ol
thia man by seggerting thit be be liken below tar irekifmaent &l his wonigda,
| dids'n gvas sugges .

Eanigs fe— s 1ol tia zzoct. L owlf Rbed Likdn fan ma= i tozizs s
li# Ie aven bagin i3 gt ki ol the Brigge

Fle mdd Lh GFEAT pain, | i paatllied, “inera(Elire several
ihmen whin b =gs ol mplhing & 18 =@# sbvipgao” st by was n
grial pEin. Mo ked lost o fomaid ble emeani ol klaed/ oAl several tifwrs
bs (bl dlany, He woold sot leave, bul i be starig@ 15 ¥ dizny he wriysald
farF 18 ma. or if Mr. Beanect ar Mr. Peinterd wareQisis, B woeld say this

o whal coaras we're on, whai spaed Lo miks,  He seuld give soetrectons, '

Al bt 4 pom, ke ley on (ke deck whils) cihers applisd & tburnlguetl
to Wi ikigh: Al oibker times, when he fali fakel; he lay on the deck ol ths
rldge =ing with his leg propped high (Gad sadllAued 16 cenm the ship, some -
hairs @ by waiching her wake,

Lisgtanint Rickard F, Kidgler, MC, UBN, gl Broghlys, Mew York, ths
shig's madleal alficer, paplfofmyd sae major sperillon and gave smargency
iraaimant 1o svanded me@ o Dawt ha could, MHe masasd the main battle
drsawing stacion, logethergsth one Loapllal carpaman, while the ollar corpi =
midn speraind & vecquiary Batily dresskfg FRARLAW in the larsdrd pdfl ol The
ahip, Bodh statigas \ohrd Dosded =itk serieadly injared Mmas, abd (37 & tme
Bars was linle sgydrbanity vo do mere than gles fred aid. Blesding was
Wigpd, MAL pAFd IVEE mETERIRE for pain asll tFaENed For shosh, Lasg
wpuids wore iVrsied to sase bresthing, The mesl serisgaly wouhléd MEES
ware ranalptped o the mircsal carrier AMERICA the lallswing cay. Dy thal
rimas the(ddgias and ki veo corpemen had been oh Weid l88l. Qiving emergenty
irsatmtya’y for I8 hoare. "Any times we ededed SR weElunleer., wa'd oL CEs, "
ks igpiEled, "I apythlog hed 16 be dsnd .. thers sere hands sverywhere.
Wihgares ashad lor vwe pints of blood lor transfusion, =& hag peopls on the
sibjoiming tables who =ere saying. ‘U you need some, [ have thin type. '

Thess wars people siresdy woanded, '




The Couri loand ihai "Trom ke time of ihe (ewi sir silech oaward,
sitkrkers ware wall coardinuied. scoursis mnd detsrmined, Criss-ccroining
rodked inll macking guin rune from beih baws, Bath Beame and gasriees
elleciively cnosed dp Ui sntice topaide, incleding ship soniral and imternal
EOiMmUANEALIGAE =« BOORd powdred -- Adlwerk, WEll direeiod initial air
ulineks had siped ol the abillty of the [our %0 eal, meeking gana 1o ba
#ifE@iiwe, '

"Tha keraiam diaplayed by the Commanding Officer, allicers and
wiam ol LIBENTY sas ancepiional, thie Courl Faparied, “"Tha r:\lrn'rnq.lp;“_-,-
Giliger v baing recammanded [oF 4n apprapfials award and tha ship fong®
spprapriiie umii glistion, Thesr planned sciiens are fully sepporied by
b piimediy 08 Ehe Coari,

i ke e spinins of the rosvealtg auilherity 1hal B3 LIKE RS/ Negs
epRraling in imde prgriennl SR re o [ afSrmandd wilkh ihe ot pag et
geltancs recaived By har, provided by o oot del Belherily Al rkl
MiCaih wisls M kis indarermem larwarding ihe Couri g pd/to the g B
il &6l Uhd Mivy

Adenvirsl MeCain's ender semenl eantlnud

“HaFalim wid Lhe order of jhe ARy, I INTe eemwictlan ul ihe zo=
wanlng sulborlly that the paasibility ie kigh ihaidfe akilp would have been Taat
eampleiely had there st been the highes Lorder of damags conirel compeiascs
@n bpard, gemisined with ihe lael that ihesd@ilp had aecured from General
Creariars for drill anly mdnuies belord 2he aiteck ook phigm, "

Early am the Bth, the Joint QAhdgla of Stall had ssssd srdars for LIBERTY
e miagss arther Trom ke cop@l, ywen thaugh such & movs would partially
dagrades har mivalen. The Iy fapuged were misroulsd, delayed, and nok
Fodaired wadil slier the ey LIBERTY s Commambiag OMcer alio Bid ey
BiEEFly 16 MEvd (RFRDE 15 ewa om hie own indiisiive. had he say reasoa 1o
Frligve el ble BipQoea D decger of aitick, s lae any silhar saast: &8s
Comart loend, however \Eisd siace ke wis ba islefhilioas] walors, bis sli=dsrd
ideniilic anies iyfsads wore clearly wiviblie, and [@raigh sl ralt had isspacted
Bl ihraw imeeyhed iy, B Bed ap ressoen b believe thal kis ship waw in
danger &f sacll) The conveilag sulbarily speiilically coagurred thal “ng
indigation @qe v etnived by the ship priss io the SUs0k wkich would bive
dicEainds Wwird for EMEFEInC Y MEEVUFES, "

DIBERTY continued to carry oul har asslgrment af the lesatiss wkich
her CEmmanding Odlicer conridered oplimum ler (hal perposs; The Couss
reiihed na [sdgment o whether sarller arrival of the massages would kave
Fadus ol the liksliheed of the avsck,

MORE




In & wppendiz 1o e Dindingd, the Court soied that LIBERTY migh
have been mistaken fer the Egyplinn supgly ship EL QUSEIR. (s commenting
om ikl poaelbilitg, the Cedrt @ated: "Whils KL QUSEIN besre & highly
suparficial rasamblancs fe LIUERTY, she murs elodely reaamblan ths
majarily Gl aldsF IFLMp §ISLME TS GPETELIAG |0 00 8En ikipping. EL QUIEIR

Baall el phing of LIDERATY. M locsiion of ey suparsifectars liliad, o
primary ressgriien lesture of merchent type ahipe, 0 widely diflerees, 8
Ekiw oritaris sn g jortiication lar @Mack, any aklp resgm b'.|r.- EL QUEKIR
was ln jrophrdy, .

The Coeart ales noted reporie of rumars Uhak the toena of £l frink had
bean bombarded froom e dnd, bBul poinied oul the seither LIBERRY) wits
forar . ¥ el murhIng UBN, ROF EL QUFLEIR, =kich i srpegih\eith i=a
V-poumders, edild logically b dadproiid ol hiving ©oadoczted 4 Mhare
Bl F e,

UES LIBERTY arvived &t Melta, undir har osprpower, &l b &, m,
[loeal time) Juns |4, sscerisd by (e desiroysr MO8 WAYLE and the Tleed tug
USE PAPACD, She waws drydoched the samas da)

The bale ln LIBERTY's side ko Being @alehied and othay repilra are

Bking mads ta make 1 peisible Tor Rer voe NgWFE 16 1he Undied Frates salely
wndar hor wwn power. e b0 eupecied o &) s Mabis wsail sbeat July 10
Har heme part in Morielk, Ve

Hata: Disdrdpliziad M@ E LA the asmmiiy iad e Commanding Olficers
teatimany sere Chaiid b/ Rarle GArmAge which decded clathe im iad pAste
ol ke akip v stoplhg diilerent timan BF te Bikave srratically. Al Umss
ghivem are ablp iaet time & bours abead af Washingics tims,




UNCLASSIFIED TRAKNSCMPT OF TESTIMONY

Commandsr William L McCQonagin V.95, MNevy. ok iha sland aa
s witnsss, wen duly sesom, advised of Kis rights wndar Avticls ¥l
Unifgpm Code of Militasy Jusiics iod seasmined s 18lloes
DERECT EXAMINATION

Quastioas by copmasl [or the el

Q. Plesss SADE Four mame, renk, crgeniestion smd preses Wy \ymion

A Commandsr William L. MeQonagle. U85, Hawy, Comalemitg Ohhoer
USS LIRERTY (AGTR-5L

Lat the revord ahow thatl slthpugh ke wiimess, W@ AEpE FiBRCIAY
considerables pain Irém shrapnel wounds i his ITTAS THT willingly
sppaared al this hearing.

o Caplaln Melanagie, @ jid are wel]l seaQe. e oert of iefairy has
e ceavesrd 0 inguire nio ihe Circurmptences aliendent with the armeed
attach o the U8 mavil wessdl whichea dammand, USS LIDERTY. whivh
wieurFee v B Jums 1967 Will you pleaye desacribes 16 the mwurl ke
elrcumitances of that ncidend as you secall o?

A, AL the tame & the incidesiry LUAERTY was epefeling undsi e opcra
tienal genirel &l Commander, WU )8, Sixih Flegt Tha ghip had srrived

bn it sesigned operating adgaNon the morning of B Jane 196T alier hanng
daparied [rem Rots, SgainNeg® & Jans 1947 Ths ahlp was stsaming La
insarmavions] waiere dnd Dap o8 8! sl times A “gendition ol resdisrss
e, masdllied wil A, il The “coodition thres, malifisd™ wsich cooweied
&f mbremil sissrping weich, wiih ihe cxcepiion (hal one man was PiLTEDAEd
is tha foreard BR800 calibsr maching gume, §1 snd 52 Lookoain om ihe
bridgs w&rs SPanabed & mas MAERIAE fude 51 and %4 iz the svend of
earpies sl _or surfscs amEch Each madhios por had & bex af Gcamasiiion

sttuchad 1Sy machiss pus with & ressd op 00 el ESl A Be clamssr of
sueh miloun

-

Ehirisg the OBEDD o 1200 watch on the meorning of § Juns, &i about
. Svm Nigse af twe uaideniified jet sirorall orbited ise akip sl abact 10, 600
]ll". thres iimas a1 & dismncs o spprewimatsly tes miles, [ waa s
Feamible 1o yden erafl and dhair idanibly remaise

i was alee poawlbls 1o seE OR Cha ] waich In ths morning

e coaniling of the Sinsi peninaala, Alrersll aciivily of kn spparent
propaller patrsl type Flyimg &l vary low aliipede and parallel 1e and ower
iha goasl ln the vidieity of El Arvish =ss soted. D1 s setimaied that the







plans appresch ihe @klp ln dny laahien, HiE diélance reimilied approsi

altliude of ks plane was appresimately 500 ledt, A% po Toms did this )
mately 00 ba 18 milas,

e

Iowas peislble @ viscsily sight (B minasel which I8 guite con
ajilcucad @1 Kl Aeleh, THIS wa® Gosd a9 & navigalisnal aid s Ssterminag
the ship"s ponition dering ke morming and aliernoon of B Juss, It becEme
visible &1 aboul OFFD sl the ahip's pesition waw varified, ol wis wilhin
wadt erlEBEEbed DA TREtiEg AF0s. Medar renger RrE thkan on th SEEfeal
land en the same Searisg oo the misaret. The minsret =i sleg v
Mabie by radar There weps =& ailisg SORBRICEUNE OT Selatam
ilonal fedlbargn in the
{ bha—g “if | Tt
il Sernnis ol BbbEl thiee 10 Dve miles. The plase cirdled U@ yhip
Ertusd the slarboard wide. procesdad (srsard of the alsp asihdecsd
bk toward ihe Final peninsals, JThisaircpsfl ggesiecsd ia\Gelien in a

mewhal similar fsshion approsimately at W minue intb@hls, 15 was
miot poaslbds o aw ny [T Rlrcra vavenlliy of this

sbrorall remains vahepen, TEIS aireraft did st@plz st h the ship in
iay provelalive mannar. N mads s aNtempl Ie aifqal the ship., The ahip

wnurmpﬂ e sigmal the aire l-h.f

Al 1OWE e misafel a0 El Arleh sanYSaring ER T, 1 malled: Al
ihe chona tha ahip was on & couras of 153 at apeed Dive knoda, At D1, the
shis chasged coasrew in 0D trae. apeed vy keeis and wan os ks CowrEs
and this spaed af the gima of the sllagk/ A abagut 1100, § Jens, the sldy
want 16 gassral quarisrs for drill pdrganes Lo gandect Traiming lor &
mandsiery nencempaliliys exerdlinio gxercies the cres bn chemical altath
procedures. The drill wap pmSedmed in & satisfactory mannar. Al the
gnmgmrst piment of thy dol] St Wan poavibde 1o see & gy billpwing o lowd
ol Black amahs Fiaing [FelQy pfpracimataly 15 18 30 saled 16 the v &l
El Arinh om the baagh, The susci dencivy af the cauan sl ihe Jocation ol
ihin sxplasion ie ne\\potitively bnown, although it wes believed to bs near
ke bpkih im il DrDe This was moted al sbsdl 1300, Balers dimmibeding
e craw [ramm gesePal drills, | give Uhe crew & shor? a1k on ie PA syslem,
rémisding ha Ol tha IFMpaitind d of saprdicidunly respdtdiag 18 piba il
quarters ardAbs awiting ol conditien Zobrd for drills and n ke eveny af
s actus YRRk, Bo thai they would be impressed [ podnted out to the drew
Bl that(inys thil tha colummn of bladk smoke on the besch ahould be auliicleny
svidenrad hal the akip wan i o potentially dingereus location, | had fa
wrldince oF isdbran e tha! &% 210D N woold Bdlually b mEds o8 IBF Blijp
i iy ma ikt siatomes was masde ie tha crew, Alver cemdeting
ienaril drills, It i6 my ueual preciics o go e the wardrgam aod haive & fup

(BLORE




ai calles &nd roiigque e dFill sitk 15 Casowilve OfMcer, Lisslsnent Commands
Armatrong, the Englneeping Oflicer, Losaienar) Colden, &nd the Damage Control
Gificnr, Enslgn Seott, §f | have ot been pariiculsrly aatiafisd « e dyill, W
the drill s bees sntiedaciory, wsually [ contasl 1he afficars an sl bk i |
baais &l pome leter tme daring the day apd indickfie 195 ke hal | wue eatiafied
with tha d*ill pnd poind Sul iome of the arfers in which improvemenl eould be
ey and print ool dled le hedm U thergs el | leil SRS Seen S jrogs iy

| wia aaviglied =a e periorman e of the g aw fof e alerooss drill amd 458
pat ansamilas 1he sbove maniioned glficore 16 1he wardroom [9F & € Filigep

Alter general quariars wap over from (ke deill; 1 lingrrad on ike Syidge
for & few minates. A | recall, the Tellowing Giflcers weie [fesnil SN he
bridge: LEOA Armawreng. Li, Ennie, Li. €'Cenngr, who {8 nargmay officer
ol iha dsch duri=g geopril Guarises, 1t Tith, ihe Dparaticns sAaNHivigiter alig
.'_-.1.”.-.&., =L R Ltjph Fabnigr came SAlE IF DEEEE SILPTGR farTEL Jehrir ki
o asweims b waich bd e lfices r of e dedl. AT T vmps Gl The TiEs =W
appramimiataly 1403, 1 pefesnally gighiesd the minarst st EAAfisk 1a s on &
Eakiing 4l BAL from the hip and tie rangs se | recall [(pm) he padar wan appron
imaisly 2% 9 miles. | d9 A6l kpow chat this FEdaf ragp? Jan b waFllied [fon ke
records avallable w1 thie 1iFmie, | had alis aarbiad (D Ow day sslabliihad 4 danger
bedring on the rinkretl &1 K Ariah to e LY degnN(es Trus [ram the ship. Tha
dunger baaring wiil astablished 18 opure that e ahip remuined olsay of ahoal
EFEkE 18 he dbath ol e sl wgpeieTromett sdge ef eur S raling sres

At this point 6 the preparcizsa of dvy satemest, 1 relerred 1o (he guarts
mbilar's aotabsok, 1000 wanch Thsrgday. § June 307, | relsrred to iaie log
for ke purpiis of ralraahing my smemory &8 o Bhe Inktlal momsnis of the gne
axpacied atieck. The Il;. abinwa U at 13558, LAlig]l Peinter falisved Li. O°Consar
i adivgaF ol Yhe dech. The legl Mgo akows IRal &0 13535, Ens, O'Mallsy. aw juniur
officer of ks Qeck under im@ygabnion. sepemed tse conn, The M-1k00 watch on
Thereday, 0§ Jume E96T JGp Ry eniry from ike time frasme D30 wnbil lddb. 1 nell
ralils & my ewn werdN\@Rdlio thy badl of Wy kaswledge Ll Baliel all avenss of
LN | hive pesittil nbeledge whoch af duf Fad during (el nme [rame

ABauT 1A lsokmgie. why were siaiisned on the Od laval, Emedidteiy
sbove ibe bridge, \raporiad that jar airerall sars sightsd in the wioinlty of te
whip. Al thalsane, 1 wenl 10 tae siarbos rd wing @f the bridge with my bisocalars
and iksra/Ohavrved one &lrd rall of similar ehajaciariatica, I nat |dentical, to
phed Temniiadall which ware siphisd sarlier in the day and wpon which & sighting
rapagT el beas submiried. Ths Feletive baaring of this pluins sas shoat 135,
ey pabitiem sngte st 4% is 1) dagross. B slavities apprauimaisly 7. 900
feadl,) and 1§ wan appfaxiieiiely five 5 vix miles (Frem e ablp. 11 appesres 10 b
of) & parsllal eouzse traveling in the sams direciion an the ship. While | shearved
Ehim abraralt, 1 did not snw i approsch tve aklp direeily in & coalile aftiruds.

IMTRE]




Within & goaple ol min
i mE 0 Joena Tebm the porn ol 1 | immadiniely arde
gemeral slapm 1o b vounged. and this was doss, | wend [pam i
i ol ks Bridgs 1o the port wiig W ave ihe
dadl isal (Ne bed 35 ganaling dm T
EFmildiklpe, waie BuFnbng furisssly. 19 was evideni
ia rEih N qulek
akip, 1
Ehip and to the O lawel,; £, &nd Thery
ialeaan | e ganal a. Lisutenami £ 3 Bridgs
ki jwimsd ihe Enee - licer and
e Wrilcys, B lavel ARRFENLm
lddas te prisciad diss, ke d an appuresi bomb kit o 1 . .
il iy iy b g i @Bl R bdes P Eewwd wsc gy i e e T T RERe B
Brjlge My Armelrssg. by
ks wn ik nkg |
P leat. AR
wp 6l] shasd [ank

Ip had o8
Flwe Wpais ! wihi ot an
lalned in arder o be abde o respond 19 vprads
aupahle with b@ilar, appromwimaiely 11 koo

Eirlier in ihe day, ¢ Enginesrang
Mdnbefd red baller e

fRank B#1l oF A

ind 1 anapig@d thai th=y did. 1 swemad i me Ukt
asorly raalier the ship ncpbaded apeed

AL ihie Bimae | el rsiha psreoa, = 1 beligwe Fosi ww P
i et be S Ephyeom thay LIBERTY wan under sflach by
Eldiwd jon wifdradt dnd that OGmedisis EETislsn s Wl yulred. 1 do s
whatbar | ovdered O cpusie
bd s wla (Vi ¥ nl e, sl b
wid replaged by Lhars T cal wks hid the
b B &0 Ba B

Il prapemee of e coew to geesral
B Faa i N\shathar al] of the bfidge paruonnal
Bull iRy, pubdie ddredd ayolom, L= MC. (an slecirieally -powered i
y0lain] snd most vound poeaTed phans Circuila were severed oF de Fitry
ARy tha initial Dirsl oF secend af the total numbar o & sight atrafing
mYachks tha sccurred,

IMORE}
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LTI e T
® amcund ic

d I=sf & Dive-Flgt
whlohpal, The whalelboai w
BiF GMNRCE =A@ ©
| = ke &
| Ewenes FNETy
ward E : LA
plaliadi

] slaphoard
the Elarbodd qQuarier pLgnecting |
wal Wt wrth Hhyng shespies, 1o ut hadelgl il my I

B el iy |

o vy 8 b Bda rd faFed PN
Siada | i walk snd thar

this | oguinisd the Gridge saf@ s lipok Oul & CEME TR which

Rridg

ey planes i Dhgp\FEd i aeed
MigE sy &

R BRT
dantity of o

ol b Ay
tha e bki

plelurss ol
and sitay the iorped he elicogiare wmh

-]

miter the ) has baan Dar ' 5 (e USE AMEPIGA
i and fuFihier dlaperivion.

ol Pl i\ iBa
B TOENe 2 Ve o, g of L
g rd akesd OF e akip. T
maatad TH v 100 ybde dirscn Thare win A2 deiloe

this ebjest, L hREMmears I wppeared b0 ma (Bal if mighE
hawe hean ds amply wing iank bul im Al Akl
—

boais el /approaching ihe ship (rom e northaasi on & relalive bearing ol
apprtylmaisky I3 &k & dinlindis ol albex Tha P &t che teme wia sl
n bl es JBY trme,. wpaad whlmeas, Do belis o b o emiddd o fvs L]
ag thy sbir ailagh. I i belirwed an the fime of
Bl § Tha bodls sppedrad 12 e i




[

i wwdge | pps ermalsnn widl il cemter boal the lead piiad of i%e wedge, Leti-
maied spaod of tha boais was sbout 2T 10 M0 keots. T g rad 10 b dbeat
{80 1o B00 pacds spari. Tf appeired kil (hEy wd Fe AFpreaching e ship A s
115*'..“ laanch snivude ., gince 1 did poi Wvs difedl @ mERiLELeR with un
gomieml &F ths gan mounis, | eeld & man Trom the bridge, shoss ideatity | da
i ragsll, to procesd 10 moant §1 and tabe tee boais undar firs.  Tice boats
gantinuad & appresch the ahip at Blgh speed snd on & ceastint bearing with
dacrenaing ramgs.

Aboui ihin tima | poticsd el sur Endlgs bad basn shot sway daring
e iy aitmch and ordeved Daest, viznalmas, o kelil & sacond Bnelgn (rom
tha wardarm. During the dir afeach, ouf permal Enaign weas Slyiag BafoTe
ths 1srpeds sitach, & hollday sire Ensign wus waislsd

i plarted the crew s e | coald ve siand by for fofpeds aftach 1§
winripaied 1 did S0t RavE AR BETETR i v e AR el B | omaew 13t
e il e e ship's cafie B alET thrme CoF gl el 8 kil by teraniag DS LB
iwi | wosld b sppresciisg land, closer thas had beds j Aoy L dirsrTive s
whilih | kbl i thal inslacl = lises 1 redliied Gl il | satlampled 12 furn b
pimrbsard, | wradd anpots 8§ IREger A rget 1o e Larpeds bakln I alecoad v
maisisie g beaging of 28) ot mamimum speed

When s boats Tesched an appromimits e I 3. 900 yards, the canisr
ouad. ol Bis lermarion wes sigasilisg o ws. Alan, & il ippaared That
thay wars Oylng &n Lioali flag., This wae Lufer vapilisd. " wes pol possikls o
rand tha signals from the tmt Ui cpedn Bukl beokuis &f the bnlarmittent BloCking
of wiew by smoke sad famas, At 1kis time, | yalled io mschineg gan 61 ta tell
bl to bobd fire. | realised that thars was & posaibility of tha sircrall Baving
wan lariall and ihe aitick Ead bean conducied in arror, | wantad to held fire to
wan I we omald read e signal (roem ths lorpedo boal ded parhaps aveid additional
damags snd pavecmnel injarize. The man en maching gan 3] fired & short buret
a Hha Bai s belers he was abla 15 usdediiand whai [ wes afampuiag 10 Bave him
da, inwasily, on maghcs gas 3 opening lire madkias gan 83 baJun flrisg st
the samlar bial From the smrbssrd wing of e bridgs, ) lavel, | shaarved
thai e s [reem machine ras 31 =ua amtremaly sfledli=e aad blanksicd e ares
il Hea gaEta T Derpads bout I wme ot poaeikls 19 get G Asest 33 frem S T
mard wing of e bridge. | sent bir. Logis aressd s por sids of ise bridge
el b Gy shylpts, 0 ser i e csald el Owimtars, whes | believed 0 b
s pemnsr on machins pen 33, o bold firs wniil ws wsie skle e clamdy Sa
pitmilion. Ha roperied bck s lew misuies o6 oflecl Gl be ohw RS S0 &1
moani 33

Al Wi tims, they opsoad fire with tair pon meusts upd in & mattar of
sogomldi, fas LOFpAED whi Soted crosding setern of U ship ot aboor 18 yeras.
Tha ilms that this torpeds crossed the stern is bellaved 1o be about MiD6.=
Abmil BT el sdvises warslag, the ship sunsined & wrpsdo hif starboard
*Timas subiequasily sdiasted 1o 1414 amd 14305,
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pide [arwind, imenedisizly balew e watafline, The ship imfmediately ek &

% degres lial 13 slarbcard Tl and debiia wa s Aslad coming [rom the diafboard
vide fallewing 1he sxplosion. Thefs =& Ad msilerf resullast firs [Fom this ax
plasisa. Ths sxplowicn caused the ship to oone dead i the watar. Steering
gonirul waa lont, All preer wan lost. Immedisiely, | determined that the ship
was in no danger of disking snd did mol gpdar any prepariilons Lo be mide 1o
sandon ship, 10 wan my intention 1a grounil the #hip &n shoal areas 12 the Lol
of the ship's irack o prevenl iis sinking, I Aecesaary

immedisiely afier the ship was atruck by the torpeds. the inrpedo boal
siepped dead in the waier snd millad Efdumd sabedn 8 Uhe ahlp &1 & range &'
approwimately Y00 to 800 yurda, One of ke boste lgralled by Nashing 1ighs
in Englieh, "'Do yos reguise disislensi 1" Wa hiad AD five RS LD 20N MUNICETE
wiils ibe Foat by Bight wot hiol@ted CORE Lisih INDIA, &8 The signa) intended
e ¢envey U (801 thai the abip wie fkieuve Fikg wilk dillieulty and kil thay
Slamnid dpdpk SlELE

l....-'”. radiived from camage conired derifsl nducated e lochiddn il
o (wrpadie hin unall thaf ooding Sedonds fled hid bean sitibliased asd that 1o
losding was wnder contral. Durtng the srraling by ibe arpedo Boats and wm.
madisiely prior = Being B by the tarpeds, guariermaster third Brosm, wha
wad sciing an helmaman st the fime. wis Pullad &8 hia at#tien

The mess decks wefa deplgiited cisusly eallsdlion SIETI0H BAE CoFGL]-
fies were laken 13 1the collection stafiam by rapalr pariy personnel and clher
mambera ol the eraw able to asniet, Following the torpede hit, those poraonsel
froem ikai ares who were abls 1o do ao; lal) 1heir slallone

Ons of the 1orpedo boats was idenitlied by & bull sumber of 204-1T
Fietures ware Wwken of the torpedo boste prior Lo and subsequent 1o the EMAck

Aoyt 1515 swo hellcoprers approached the ahip and circled sreand end
arcund the ahip 81 o dlstance of abeui 10§ yarde. The inrignis the Star & Dawid
win clearly wisibl Huli namber on ene o the helitapiers wan 04 ar D4, The
gihar kil & hull nember of 08 &7 DB I =i &el Lhbesn whethet (hede helioopilars
inbandad o otrale hy ahip of ast.  Hewsvel, hay dld ow spproach o ship in &
haaiile rnismer, Bol Erpl pieted parellsl to the ahip ap they romirond grooms erd
Wl ve F olde & Sirect |"n;|-l|;h. E gl ‘?,'hf wEPE Ro inRen g T fiew By
LIBERTY, ser did Sy fewe &1 wi. The wo@peds bsais lell the geaeril sves of
i ship 51 abest 1518, About 1537, sfier they had dopsrisd the ship asd piste 19
& ranges of abeat five milew, they sgain headed biward the ship &1 kigh §poed
Thair inlenlises seres s nown. AT abogl Usis sams limes Tee ualdsatlied jat
Rlrerait ware alea aoied A70. e Bing tha ship freem our slarbsard pide. kn

% "] wm not eader command™ [nol abla e gontral movements of shig).

[MORE)




pimilar (mahion fe iBa) which prageded fhe indfiial siiachk All hianda ware Egain
sleried 1o the paadibiliyy ol repeaied aitacks. Mo altacks sccurred howevar
snd Uhe jote disappeared Drom the dtens, To lurther ssskan kn (denlificariisn o
thw ship, st 1810 [ erdered the ahip's internkblonal cell sign hboisisd

Bath boslera had baas pet Barh on the line &) apprewimately 1300, gl
ai 1500 lube &l duatiosn wae fouil i The argimE g ind the Lhip §gais Bega e
dgad in tie waler. The heads ol & ship af Ehan Tifme Lo pol Bnown. About D5%%
eoPmmunlcations were redtored. and at 1600 & message was awnl providing ads
diions] information cenceening ihe siack by unidepiilied sirerall and e e
thil The terpeds beais had been entilicd &d larssli. Preliminsiy eslimile ol
tha w0l desd snll caspalima, &8 wxll wr the cosdiitbion o s ship., =uy
slew provided

Al the thme Hile messdge wan Bging dieiated 1o Lisgtemani Besndis by
the perl wing od the Lhridge. I owai liyifg of Une deak with & Ioarniqusl (el
pplind 16 MY TIES log ot the shigh. A le memesls peior 1@ inie | Selethyeedl
bla g ing ot frdm eas &l Bloosd, &md called for assintence of CTY e Ppmiled
2 apply & tossrmagur I kad sapumad ihe fomm b goately SIS aa s Atk
wwmd Fetained tha comA unti] Tendsavdas wan alfeeted with ths, AGalFayari abeial
Gb30 wn ke merning ol 9 Fene 16T, leaving the bridge oalypSDeal J times Suring
tne night houre L maks Brisl BEesd calls on the 08 |&iysl

s Bodics werd noted 12 e arce of auip FellRging e sapldiioe. Jevwinl

s ralfie. howwver, sery svirdsad il F":...ll" e 1N SRIED Wy v Filal [Pée

mamsrs whom [ wie wnabfs 13  dmmaic AlaNE W GFiler @ thalr placing the

Laata in e wate P, They excroissd ihsir inlisl)vs on e scens, and eo Legll
ckn i [Lund with their sstimats  nod Raving the inlermation thal | had, When
ihe mepsenger wii seni to Bell Uhain 19 J8ivs Lhd lileEohti alons, thal v ahip
wikn b pe danger of ainkiag a1 Sal lpmy, J&ful thal e lilerats might be nesdad
0 n lateE viema, me additiosa) Lieped lere placed in ihe waier

At abogt BT, ke tarpddd\Beate covmamgnded rellring (reem the Lres
wiihigl farthar Bignal o ¢ gELAAN AL [his amea, e ahip wae aitampting fo make
good & eoarss of 340 magnelsd at spsed B knold. Emsrgency manual stesring
was baing comductes fpom alfer steering. The ameant of rodder was ghven o
EFar dlaaring over NG Eracy rigped «ousd pewsred Selephenss, They would
apply e relder. NER e ship had come to fhs & pprecimils mapehc beadiag
s reddar wegls b dailied b silampr {0 muainlsie that Easduag. G0 ovam Forakble
B8 AL Wil Jples & enladd 10 Jegread of 1ha akip'd headisng moer ol tha
time., The oiady poaition of the ship was nol bnden ok thie imes, At 1653 an
afampl wihodds to stesr and miks good & couran of D00 magaeiic, 10 was
bl knoen Whil gffacl the coarby enplopions might bive Lad on the pilot hisase
FAgadi: gk, The gyfo (omphis wid oul. 11 i 500 Enoen what the
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apimesth ol he ey &= wid, Bt 1 & & riRgh g T.5 ]
appeirad (hal (he maghstic compans b w umduly allscied. The
falhmmaiar L combat was working [ollaw Ihe gtlachs

Al mboul 1655, the fEiRome
feihame under Thae kasl. Sinca 1 v
aridarad Mi. lwcas to round up f d, and procesd
[T 2 ¥ khientione was Lo Epch

whduly alle coad o (1=

I would kroe in wihi TR T,
procesid ) d P T EEL i and &1l
| did mrdsr iths pori ang & Le = ul B iy
| revaraed my decinion wh wd- ihirds 1o s i
glear of The &ppd FEnl ¥K ivea T i ey rhe e
sl §omiingrd W 4.
Eppieaimately 48 [nth
and right Fall roddsr e g
i Gig amd Ei g 8= Bo A
Ei ERhin fime ma
r AP wWEE 0N &
sagienkic with 30 (athome of waier undsr ihe Kdel. Lube ol pressur
mad to tha makn angices within & veary spail parioe of vima, and i
coniiinuad right 18 & magnetic haading of 040 AW IW17, &1 whith time TEZ
wal bndlgated under (Be Keal. AT LTAN. Uhe shis ding was 0bB magneiic
and BE laihoma walar urder the heal, AL i 3 od the ship io
have aiood clear of the Immediate dan y
ipaad 16 tal Ensls Ga & mAagnelic Beidd . o

The abip remained a1 geogal geariers,
wre 18 thy eflec! PearNglNwateriighl boundary bullb
sallalagiery. Df. Kiepler fad the 1%a cOFisf weie db
I sapiaiing injured cres mdygfhbers. They sdvi e 1
il F ol chwsaliige\ By sxtsnl of bagerise, and ellovie bybng mads

AT TTHE, & migfuage was roorived from COMBIXTHFLT ¢
siidris sare opthe way ang i L an 1w procesd on =
magnalile &1 fFodelsiam pred ik d i EF il i
maghaiie. _Th@ Lhip arampled 19 caFry oul this diFsetive. AL
adwisad P et yegorie ware Pregwading o rands pvous with ue &t maximem apeed &l
daairocase,

At 1840, wm Teraell halicoptar approached the ahip aed hovered at bridge
lawey & pprexlmatealy 10 feet froem the ship. They mads varisus atlempls 1o
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emaki #® by wiggal meikns RAT thay wlabad 1 ad & in om boarg
point, | eoneidared grictiag the requasi. adidsring ke abatreciione
W Al aradh af the Torec pignalled & ring en the
imil of ihe helicoptar was SAJEK, On ke . &
B, Ay INAT, the helicopler dropped & mansdgs on the I THE MEusAge
wiE wrl on the Bachk af & callin Wiwd as Comnandesr Erses
Carl Caille, Maval Atkche [orF i BEn in the back
flad 18 advise tham

Nashing lighl with an Aldie lamp that, "sflirm 1wl il e g
11 vemn wvidont ihat ey ware unahle to undarailand shai we ware
agemee el Lo [LPbeem mbnoled S uneddc ul allarim 19 ¢ T Lo Belecen

Eelloapler &l the skip, Tl al ¢ deparied (ror the area,. &7 8 G3me
uabneen, bui o8 durk wsg appr g the sblp

Thres muiiers were lahes daring Lhm ghl i alenily & dengl wh

W Tt ky =rered; wied tdricrrmor i - wang. e w5
Il Jana. vea ol the parisns srévicasly reperied mi Bk
e By rEmmgy T By I L § ol

#l iha @hip o 1he Mdrs

ol tha i F Al il poEld Fldilag ha
tha lerpsdo hgls and wan d from 1hae &Fes
WALl 1ha ship hia bean dry o Emn s
racaversd, Proparatics of casgyalty me

& painitile upon the completion of the
Meallone aant

The akip Fendesveaied with the (Gadbiirayars &n e morning =f 9 June
Commiander Desir F Squadiron Twel™ M un Board 1o nepect damage
¥ with the Commanding Ofiiee/ Persmamal i LI5S DhAV'ES
rded the akip 1o riqd®r &salslanos w conired and

1 have me compleint O]
LIBERTY lor any aclegal comminni
RERREh phawn [ Baws moidl L
BEir divddios b duthy
P reenal wnrwledsy ol o
Baiy debies daring the Lltdch God po
Ensign Lucan(Fdpnalman Dawis: Quariermasior Third B em; Lic
Cagrgs Qalilen. “Cagirewriag Olicer: and Envign Bosii
witang, {kdye reques ke sl
idvigs @b ol kny ofber individesls, ko, 19 (ki pov | usowledge, pass
fermdd O such & masner &3 10 warrant spevisl Fecagnition. 1 a intend o
addresi & later of appreciation to Lisutonant Commander Bill Psityichn,
Chial Mafl Offlcar. COMDESRON Twalvae, lor e avidianding misner is whilch
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Ea has anewmo s e reepinsibililes of sssiating tha Communding Oilidar en

mmkl the ship lrom paund of rendedsous -4 W ol L N, A

of tendolence [Tom the ship has been 58l 1o BUPERS with the requ

ba daliwered o the aext of Wim & the © | B¢ mamarial serviges

for yha decenssd and shose misskng in LT il belter framn the Came
msding O r i e mext of kin will Lo prépared and seni 51 the carlioat
paanible fime. Dr. Displor, and the 'wo pharm | rmabed will ales be awarded
bafisard of commendilien [F the Commanding Dlllcar,

The esurt receaned at L1620 houra, 14 Jane 1987
The courl opened ki RG4S Sours, 14 Jume 16T, ALl perecns ronneced
wilh the ingulry whe wsfe P il = ithe gwurl receisnd aTe REsis pEe Bl
il pimarl. Coammiasdsr William MoUonsgls, U, B NHivy, feiomed Eis o
wh e Elakd B8 8 WithEse
OFRECT EXARINATY

Cresntions by coamesl lor @

O Capiiin, will yo pledids ddalinge wiih youyDredri
e bdmn ?

& On farther Megtion al the sveni jmve machine gun 55 [
ihe alleclivensan & the ir FESTIT Bl viy thal & parecn, wkom | B

Y & PFEm un alatvén L am
83 amd rook ike torpeds boal il ke peEailkle 1hat he eracu
hism siatvon sas & reiglt af tho fvze and diam from the molor whal
Vi Enaign Lae Arriving ViR hs wa s on ihe moant. For
PFurpokE ber mar hal speon board USS LIB
Brownlng machine gane, MI. kol ih & raie of fige
Fands pof minste, Thees MBAENGE jui 2 nd ape
sl weapons. T can wllectively T penr
& ke owpEn EpR: ShC opher bnal viedasl, o . wha hedfd LFnfiRklaba
up V@ ihe chambar, Th ) h gene are  naruslly contralled [here is
e dlpeiiny i ee Dire. The limitng steps
E- DAl 15 & dRaps 18 prever] tha = =
ui & QUrec L mwgld hirem aliE o i Aol o
i Fed hwie, sy e dmaim Ly gen abe (ham il whje® giier vy lrmoilad
ajlinta F gra . The machise jeis heam] ves 40 sot hawe asy splinie s shas Ll
aliaghed  fsun machice pene are med cendide red mownta 1 the sarmal o r

larmilaaiagy of & moEst '['hq-l' ahioyld be gongldefed mofe 6@ P-r.i..-.u.l. o el
Wk Eking guni
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Lifme gip 1 the Dudeteransiess solabosh reauliaed [rose the I
FT . immudlici uspbeey of progle Ln the ' Lres Lo PRALFINLE AT &
rurais recerd ol avenla La they ofCcarred an he ordars of the
manding CHilkzwr sl sansoandy LT T TP Libna Lo varioge sfiajione

§ peretnre]l, as they were seled o Uhe BFldge
measengere. Ab one time dering thia time [rame, Uhe imdlwidusls aeen
on The heidge were Cukrlermiste F Brawn, wae was on habm, Ensign Luicas
and mys i Bn]lill Luchs whi Busy Fellyi By nelruciiens o the varicas
battle stabloms, The rmools log will ke & reconsirugilon of svants ae racsiied
by ke Commanding Orficer, who was prassnl on the bridge throughous the
aniire ingldant &rd maininined hoe laculy & &1l vima s during e incident,

Al Uhid vime, | Bave Bolated all of the #vsnis IREl ars coneled red pere
Pinami kfd aba i sifemiion &f ihe Baard &f s ry T nan\a@™
divisnn] isen. L} v Eha badid, i@ e [E€1 INELD (he Sharrt
wmnad far plaki i 5 fld Tad liphff Sal 158 S raling afoy s
tdantifiad as Fa 2 it DCyiEd Mow, Sacemd L
Y Iraviaed JM40648). This chart sagws By appreaasch o i
iy U3 LIREATY reagde. & Slapronel fransil fFoes
Biaia point A, B, asd C ke e propised piaglhe faif sl
and ths intended 1rach of LIBERTY

8. Captain, you meniloped in pour leslimeay\BaTh helica
uver JABERTY and that kn obpect wid dropped whkich yol receversd. 1 &h
yooa ke eard, and sak you il you recogaies (17

&, YWea oir, | do recogniee this card, Ids & ealling eard.
Cii | far ths Coart: 1'd liks ta this Inte evidence as exhibit

mamibsr 89, ind to serve an idantlfllcailang W there (s nd ohjaction, 1 wouald
lihs yoa vo fead 5 now,

A. | read from the gdrd Weter hodd in my hamd. 10 bs & calling card
freen “Commandsr Ermase SorisCastias,. United Suases Havy, Maval dusche
far ALy, Eim iy &l they Uelteld St o Amerida,; Tel Ehim in
face ol e rl. On tha\paclk of the rd is writien, “Have you chssaliBes ¥
i motes thas il cOpa Wt aman rad with sill armaliges on boih sidas.

Q. Thasl(phe veiy mugh. Tow aless meniished IS your i@ siimeny Lhal
vou ook & cam@dacdot of yowr bridge skls and sers ab & slirl bh Uilks iBSme
pitmaras, | ph@G/rov dywloped piciurer amd aph pig i pou Fecbgiise hem?

"o \Yeu, | recognise moat of thass ploiarss s having been laken by
mysdl"duling the atiack. Soms kad been takem by dngiSer individual wakniwe,
i | dY racognice the dcens s deploied therein
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8. Thafelasrs, wull you Al s Bk sl the plovarss far Bedodd fuipises
wd that idestilieaiion b newn? apd | affe g tham in avidenos as Exhibin 9

A Yaa wir. [ will mirk tham &8 ihal hay, the acens or ehjest Sepicied
will b glaarly indlcated

Frasldant: 1'd like to, at thin paini sk the Cuplain «= did you mot hava
wigndad skl lying about the deck at (ke ilmie this kelicoplsr was hovering over
e ship?

e, mosl of our wounded had b

Bai ibars wers pedple thaf weso woundsd. Whitha v they were ovide

Havil Afltache (yom kis poaitien Lo the hellieepler | @8 ool kaow, Thetr were
Infigred on dackh, horesves.

Coamanl ey the Cogrt la amplificniion & e Adimral's oo
i i Al & tomaide Fibie 55wt G Dlodd deh e ddd s (hat woclkd be - -
[t & Fodddhabe distasen?

A, That is correct. There weie Bume s Bload sirexme ithe §
bengih frgm the &1 lav ls i@ ihas main deach, a1 machiss gpen
missni 8], whare one body was still
nirw, ihare wae alee anciber body s ¥
bnjured wars cared for balore the i beyond halp: ware takan care
#l ind ramoved [Fom the plice whare they ware hil

Couneal for the Court: ¥ou have bn your custody. UST LIBERTY charis
Rkl wars used on the day &l B Juse 1&TT

A: Tas alr; I &o.

Counanl for the Coart: Wil you plesss read the informeiiw relative
s tilla eomr T

A. This o & chart of the Msditerransan Ssa (rem Anialys Korfen: se
Alsaindria lacheling Cyprua. I ia feribar Mdealified by CREFE o, BCI%ES
Heosambar, sscosd sdinss, Bapaambar M, I#k). movieed 5--4-04 This char
ey polats A, B, wnd C. Thess Gures paimis Dbl s @ouibs rs opsred
arsd ln which LIBERTY istasded b dpe il

Capiaim Laydl: Do [ undersiand thess 19 b che soulharamont lbm.: of -~
yar sparillang areal

A; Thawss polnts repressnt & poial greatsr, & disisnce from the beach,
graalar Ihan sal apacified, Tho lines Betwaen point A, I, and C were the
intanided track of LIBERTY during the forensen snd afarnoan waich of 8 June
1967, The leitituds and longlosds of thess polnis are &8 lollows Polnk A --

({5 1=11 4




J=7. 3N J-00E This point ln thiriess sbutical milss from ibs senrest lasd

Thi coordinains of point B are: JI=IL, IN 33=4EE. This point = in 14 & naanical
miklas Trom nanrent lind, Ths coordisates of paint C ave: J=<3IM 13-00E. Thue
paimi e U navtica] miles [Foom nEs land. Clessel pobnl of approsch Lo neara sl
lsnd on & line batessn pointe & snd B in 1) nautical miles. The clossst point af
approach 1o na pk land bafwean pointa B &nd C s 14, | neutical males. Yerbal
insirueiline i3 the clliicerd of 15e dagk | EREL 158 ahlp wan nst 1o be 1o ike
souil of & line connecting thane polnie &1 anylims, Exhilkl nember 12 s & chare
The eoaras balwean point A and B ie 253 vrus.  The tourss belwesn polst B and
Cim 380 true.

Counaal of *ha Courr Do any ol ths mambars & The Court desire to
gun i Bl n e withe @i T

Ha reirpenin

Witeees Enkibit semnber 13 s & Maditerpunenn bea chart of Egypt and
pik willae (rom Damieits o B Ariedh. This e feriber ideniilied an chamn
IS, saveath sdinien, March 1931, 7 d LI This chart has on it the
pravispily deseribed paasra A, B, asd C [0 alis hias @ il 1 dinger bw 1

il ahad o0 e CORIPLELDUE MLARTE H Arish ol 1Y degrows trog [roem
tha skip. Tha shoal sress af fve faihemy or lass are oirtled in red to saslly
eall avantion o their lecarnies,

Counsal lor ths Coartt Captain, do yoni hve whih yea o pour e Lidy,
& CIC log apd the radar bearing ook (or USE LIDERTYT

A Yew alr, 1 da.

Counsal for the Court: Pegussl the recorder mark the radar bEaring
Boak ad dEhibl pumbet 13 ind thea CIC log &s exhibil mumber 1k, [ now oifer
e aENILE bR1D avidesca.

Cogmanl [or thy Cogrt: Do any membesrs of this Cosrt desire to gureiion
B wilhsss eEniersing Se charia, exkibils I and L, or ke radar bpdring bask
il ha CIC log. esbobiie 13 esd §4.

o resprsse

Tha wifisid wan duly wirped and withdrew
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R ATEeT W aE L. Holamn
e ownd FLLL] amlEr cath amd e

BiPFECT ERAMERATL N

ani by Coudsel for Ve Couart

‘B Capiabng 414 yea hring with yoa today TS SbEpLIE Fesopd [or
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The Lavon Affair = Dawvid BensGurion, am awid sBudent of the Bifreguently
alluded to Joihus, the grophit. Judge dnd general sba Tl the“Velrews back to
Terenl, rarely logt & battle or &n argemeng, ofd 1lwed LIO(wEhrd AR T4,
the Premler of sodern Israe] can look Back to 8 half eénihrisal sucoeiifu;
bartler agaiemt Turke, Britdsh and Amabs, arid soll, p@rty amd huge
lemlgraat probless.

Laat wetd, Mr. Ben-Guricm was engaged in anotheg Sthegqle=sthis cos with

Fal Toni=- l@gdiry of hi§ dosingnt Mepil {laviel L@besl garty. At stake was his
teen Pramigryhip, the codelon of the pAFCY, aea\the Stabi1ity of the demcratic
coalition gowvermment. The 1iiwe wat the "Usfoh affair.” siich 1ast week
prepted IAto 4 Cabiset eritls after smoldp%deg for iix years.

On Feb. §7, 1935, Mr. Bes-Gurice--whofel stepped dowm a3 Presler a5d Defense
Winfiber thi-teen acathi ear]liec--Catyrnid Trom "retirossnt™ to becoss Defenie
Winkyter spain, seplacing PinkEL LEvE, 4 ?lrhl calleigue end the cnly othar
man ever to holld the post. [IWNovester, 1955, Me. Ben-Gurlcs ale redused
the Primierdhip. ) 16 becess knche that Mr. Lawon had been ousted becauts of
the Tallgwof & secrel petlrily cperabion--ndw contidered by 1aformed sources
to kave Bden the arrestNON. B, 1954), trisl and convickion (Jam 27, 1955)
By Faypt of elewen J | Deo of whom were execeted--on charges of arsca,
sebatepge and eepionage for ldrael.

Chirges &F Conipdracy - Hr. Lavon at the bime denounced the - sdventure,™ bug
in & Cabinl 10G)ry wid sfdyted by & group of subbrdinates of having ordersd
it. Wiz acgidery incleded seseral of the “Toung Turks™ whom Me, Ben-Gorlicd hai
flnce hEenghotElag for pol1tical leaderihip. Mr. Lawon safd there had Baen a
poli et comspiracy eginit Rim,

Lash Pundst, & witseis in snotbar cases testified that e hed halped Tebrlcale
ividence I?-I'M: Hr. Lawvon, The former defeste chicf was them exonerated by
g peclal Inveitigaticat--the Tirtt hesded By & Supress Cowrt Sudge, the
gecond conducted by wevers of the Tifieen Cabisat mesbers. The Inguiries
eitablished that & letter mplicating Mr. Lovan had bess forged and tRal false
tritisgeay had Been gresented “with the spprovel of an [widentified] of ficer
whs I3 g pctive gervice.”

Lust Sunday, the full cobimst scopled the committere' s report, But the elght
Mapal sesbard quarreled bitterly and fplit. Four of them, Inclwding Forglgn
Kinister Golds Melr, who threatensd ts riion, voted £o absolve Mr. Laven,
Wr, Ben-Srrion vtalke ] 5 thi EdaLin are the vote wai taken, w=nle
theed 0T LFe “Youss Tarks”™ abstalned, 0m nesday, the Premier®s office
aengprcied be woilld take @ Fowr or flive weok Teaws, startiog this sonth, to
declde whether to resigm or sceept the Cabisst decligien.

Party middle-rosders &3 w11 a1 non-palitical Figures are oow Atbespling 1o
ErTange 4 compron]se.
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ment

Sincerely,

I i Mre. Richard Walier Keene, Sealer
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DR PARTEENT o0 1 Savy
NAVAL MESTORR ML AN
Vongw Mo Vo
Taheprw O F Nt L R
NUC/An
Serv 1703
1L Dweenber 1704

||I|||I|||| |.ili||| IIII I| Ennes, Jr., USN (Ret,)

Doar Livutenant Commander Ennes,

In Fresponse Lo your recent request, we have been able to
identify the 1962 and 1969 editions of the International Code
of Signale, It dous not appoar that there was am edition
publlshed betwoen those years. [ a= enclosing the title page
for each and the douwble letter designations for the “A" series.
You will note that the 1969 edition was adopted by the fourth
assonbily of thw inter-Covernmental Maritime Consultative
Organisation in 1943,

1 hope the enclosed docusents are helpfcl.

Sincerely yours,

-
. \ oW
Sl

Dean C. Allasze
Mead, Operational Archives Branch
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inte the freumstanc=s nf the attack on the PSS 1SELRTY IMTH-
which oceurred on June B, 1947
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fts enclosure d in the prart SCrrasponags
cur Office have Dewn carefully e
contention that the arpreved off
corplled in jays irpediately
in all respacts aformm o
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> in vigthe Judge A2
roC eed RGN

Sincerely,

T . WOODS, IK.

Captain, JAGC, V. S. N

Deputy Assistant Judge Afvocate
General (Investigations)




DEPARTMENT OF THIE NAVY
IEFALE O Tl JUDGE ADSDCATE BREaa,
MOSYOVAL MMy

ALt SANURA v

Senr Mr, Ennes:

Your letter to Senatcr Dariel J. Evans conderming the isreell attach
on the USE LIBENTY was recently forvardgsd to us for reply. In

June

of 197, the U.5, Navy conducted & LOUNENS! Intuiry o investigate
the Clrcumatances sucrounding this incldont,

In your letter, you cite three f)mdinae of teact contained in the
hecord of Procoedings of the CourY o Inquiry and alleoe thac there
is some evidence contrary to tiose findinas, An In any inquiry of
this sagnitude, there s QoM “To be conflicting testirony and
evidence 1t in the duty af\e Tourt of Inguiry to hear testimony,
evaluate evilence and gewliew all of the avalisbhle iInformation
roncerning an incidentCame theareatiter wolgh the evidence and draw
its conclusions based o/ that evideace, The Cowurt of Iaguiry into
the sttack of the 'S LTBERTY made 1ts Tindings of fact after »
carelvl and thoroug) asideration of all the informaticon svailadle,

e hogse this Infe 3 3 83818t yon.

Sincerely.
3
X / P s 7
n « N .\4:{ 22 A
PAUL P, CAmpOLL
Captaln, JAK, V.S, Navy
Daruty Assistant Judee Advocate

Canerasl (Investigntions)
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WOk, QOuld ity e should wat have Swen approved e Is Totally Tlawd, Tiw
satire United Stater Covernpent, from the Dsparimect of Siate 1o tho Walte
use and 1he Inlted States Navy polol 1o that "wpurt ar the concluslive and
efllchinl Lot word on the USS L'Betty natier ol 10 00 clhear that o of the
Salonders of the report dJave taken the trouble 10 read 1t My hope Is that
SEReae In owr geverssent will & 1hat
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senier seaber of Savy de bl Coults o Innsiry Ad & tosnis, 1T e
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DAPARTVENT OF Tl NAVY
' “«ves N L L

- L BT

Fnnons,
VIETE RANS

fear Nr. Sones

This responcs O your recent lotter to N,
Assistant Secrotary of the Navy (Manpower and
Ak for & aovw review ot the Court of Inaflink
LINENTY attack inm 1907, Your request waw
the Judge Advocate CGuneral for rosponse,

Paag LtermQyeTr, the
Rohgrve Affales) Lhat
report on tha U'FR
ferted tO the Oftice of

T™e Court of Inquiry proceedings welNy \ureviously
aptsoved by the Navy thalin of cosmand, YAMItion
that the CLoverament of lersel offered an irnediate apology and
sespeosibiliity for the dmncidont, nited States Coversem
Of the e, X Pore 13000 and inizred 1n the
conpensation for(Fapese o the LIDERTY wure alwe
reportedly 2ald, iIn view ¢AN\TE Toreqolim,
proceediongs in NGt APPIOPLANe.

reviowed and
Y+ WO understand

futther raviev of he

T hoge that tnds InTedaptton will assist you i this matter,

gincereiy.,

7 o ) \f /-' 2
z’a«.L o S
UL F,. CArmoll

Captain, JAOC, U.5. Ravy
Deputy Asslistant Jofce Advocate
Canaral (lsvestigaticos)




Congress of the Kinited States
Commictee on Forr'gn STy

Rnx of Rgrosetane
Wakegise, BT M

Pebruary 13, 14448

e, Joseph L. Meadurs
Preeident

Dear Mr, Meadocs

ank you for your letter of Fedrwary & tegardiag Fehain baslc
gerations coacerning the U.5. Navy Cogtt af Tequiel Jate the June &,
1967 actack ¢n the U 8.8, Liderty. I appreciate hWlging from the
U.5.5, Liderty Yeterans Assoctation oa this satter,

1o an elfort e be of help | have contat\sd appropriste Oepart-
seat of Navy officialn 10 request & Tepott. 20 soth A that ialorss
tion 19 teceived ! will M 12 touch with you agais,

Vizh Dest wihen, I

Sincereiy youts,

tante ¥, fasce!
Chalraan




| maed Mgtes l‘v|.nn-o-l of st

FeUTeaty 2, 17

N, Joseph L. Meadors
Frenigent
U, 8.5, Livwery Vetetans Asguciation

Seaf Ni. Mea0ors:

AR yYou 207 yout letilef of Jansary 1A

WiLD fespect O UUl Cottwspondencs Over Lhe Q[aSY wonins,
1 wiah to waphasize that the Departaent of statip/gecupts the
nandling of the U.S, Navy Coutt of Inquiry dnjthw Libaerty
cage, acting on the Lehaill of the U.¥, GovelN(nent, and
regards the case &% closed,

WitHh fespect To the Cuurt of IaQuilywed (ts Lindings,
the V.5, Bavy, Office of the Judge Advgdite Cenetai, s Ihe
agency tesponsible fOf the conduct of the Cours, Siace the
Depattaant of State han no furthe Fopaent of information to
provide on the conauct or [indaga Al the Cuuwrt of Inuicy,
any further questions should bRZoddresnvd to the V.8, havy,

Sincwiwly.,

VLttiee of Iscawl ang
Arab=lstaell ALtairs




Tnited States Senate

WALSNGION DC J0810

Febdtoary

yout recent etiar requesyTygety
the Navy

Thank yo
con=inued snsintance tegarding the Nepartipanfdo)

1 have asked the appropriate Navy ofNcials o
fureher reviev your cane and will be in toyeh with you

Again as 00N A% 1 receive thelr raqQNnse.

sten Senatox




RoBeERrT W, THABIT

ATTamNEY anD Tl

The lloaorable Basiel Pacrick Maynlhan
UK EITED STATES HpWATI
Waphingion, :.C. J05ED

Digts Seantor Buynihan:
LA TR TR

A e T

o mntie =Y appreciation ey

aur o= Lhw Pe afd Cose, as you Ave BOTeaagi

matrers Lhan Sdk Hembers of Cofgrded . Iemmal BEEL HROERILE
te = Aserleann to learn that dedpits Qe close coOpeTroLics
af U.4 and laraeli imgelligendis thal [etviell wanted mugh
Oy

1&g ¥iew of your locrcEiscidedwsarenass in the [ileld al
i ATell g0 e | snpder whethgr jypou might conslder AEINE wLwps
o Feviow | he 2.5, Liberc§ ds Fou -
soEs M ASsritas Sailors wf 1 Iwteel i Delvies

F el A& LT TR L, 4] 2 Sesdl BLLELN.

Tou would, Wb YOLag a8, be Jelnisg & large mumber ol
A=sricans wkd belijhve SEar the maiior hag beon coversd wp.
T bellevéd Ly Ber i/Senatoried Legulry end hope Thet Fou
will aponesr adeh g Lngulrey.

Wii\ DPest perstnal regards, [ ressin

{ T
BERT HAB




UAiniled Dlales DHenale

Jangary 37, Y9

Me. Jases M. Ennes. Jr.

Dear Mr. Ennes:

1 very such appreciate your jetier on the incldemny

tavolving the U.S.5. Liderty.

This issue is one of comsiderable ispociancy v

and 1 o% glad that yOou ook the Time 19 send By

Tl

opiniens,

You say be nure that ! will remefiySagyour vievs !

this matter cooes to the Senate ligor for & vote,

Daniel Patrick ihan




Alnited Dlales Henale

ARt RS e

Novesber | 1905

II. Selna Abdo

Dear M8, Abdo!

| very such appreciaote your having taken the tise tW
bring to Ay attention your vievs regarding the attach /O
the USS Liberty in June of 1967,

T™his issve is cae of considerable importanyVWe we,

and 1 a» glad 1o have your viess oA it

Sincerely

/ \-Qn-.o B.-.n. n

Daniel Patrick ihan




Il &= LIBERTY ¥ g AT

Waps hmian § g O .
barps | Wi g sme Nl T ep———
Prde & 0 daw S P i i thiiiais
A TITTER 1o o

Lteplasber 18, 1%EY

LTI T e D, LA

Caipar ¥. Feloberger
Seceerary of Belenasw
The Featlagss

Vashisgesn, DC 10301

Pedr Sesretary Welnbsrger:

The Bapariment of Defense has bean quoted in the preas €8
refercing to "rigged photographs’ being subsiiied By the Soviet
Uniom in regard 1o (he cecent incidemi (A Cask Germany.

Howawar, this Ia mot the fleal tise Lhat “rigped phab-
graghs™ have been subsitted to the Deparimsnt of Defesnss A4 owrder
1o provide an saawis [af ah ghpreveisd |ng . demnt.

Im 1983, the Tintim of farcel sebaiiced to the VORI
ifglniifi:;lt i aid varaloa of tha Juis 0, 1Y, aijpac/on iha
E5% LIBENIY. Ow pags 13 of chat repadt (escilonwed), Wi laraxlis
ceaali the sess cri’e you have sccused the SovietiCod

Even Ll you wars bo exeaine the phategrpphest lossly, you
waild noi be able io deiermice that ctha iflipahn Vesraslis mistook
the Q55 L[BEETE far; the El-Quseir, was 180C0Jas ahacter, had 171
the beam; the displacesent, Eotally diffRsent deck srrange=
mEnt, &nd mnot mEsT c(he antennd ascay &f the USS LIBERTY. Mei is
sgntion that the pleture . & Israslils isd «wai ljé‘h Eela tHa
huge diah shapped antenns was placed sr\ihs sierm of The & ip.

The plcturs of the USS LIBERTY phoss inJthe larseali 198F versisn
ol the aitack b foi ihe se=a ship ihat sailed lote the Essters
HgditerTasean (& Tf%t. 19&T.

This Ls ealy ons of migDdVicrepanelew Incleded In this
weralon. On bahall of the p@Ciars of the atteck sad Fasiliaa
of the 3 sen vhe did ot aebvive, | = saking you for & copy of
the Departaent of Defenye@niNique (and geaparison) of both Lhae
Iweanli 1981 yoralon offd, O Iersall L1967 varsion (cha “Terushalsi
Raport L/67°) of ihe 8fash om the USS LIBEATY. T a= alss
raguesting & cepy of thivisraell responsss to questions that re=
sialeed from the cfitiques and comparimens perforsed by ths Oepart-
ment of Defensscan\dath of thesa verslons.

Joweph L .S Hssdors
Foaslldent

efNATEmzs, PF.0. Box 1168
Ohabran, Saudl Arabia




CEFARTMENT OF THE HAVY
@R O Pl e BT D mamidg GEEEEY B

WANSINLIOS DL JwRER |

o0
e Gl IRAYUE]LA )
B: i w0

Er, Jespeph L. Nesdere

Fredlident: USE LIBEETTY Teterafnd
LanGs pal ian

L8 AT ABED

F. O. Box §lGH

phabran, Saudl Arabia

Desf BE. MFIASTE,

I &0 reppending Lo Four recent lstter o Becretary WeingeNer
regeEBling & copy e & Depariognl af Delsass critigue an pig JEk]
and 1967 Jsrawll YTl 6T ©HF ATTACTE @A UF8 LTBERTY:

Yming tha jalforssijisn pou ;r:vidld. i ESidelh SRyt i
pawe aade of Dalenss DeparimeEnt records o idenLils, DGy dala yoe
regoested. infortumsisiy. we have Aapi Bewn able 19 Docaie amy
pech Sritique, AaT Ie Thoee &fy evidends af sgfll 2 CTrillgus
having Deen copdulleo

EHe appreadlate® your EnLecast in obralning YWniforeatrion par=
takming o Che OF® LIBERTY attack: and rogrel Chat we Are unable
i samply WLLR your reguest. Whale 1 D@N#Fe we have conducted
an snhaostive veview af aveileble (iled-Yve vauld Ba pleaded 10
rengw cuf FELGFLE T EHery wald AaOQIEI0WEl 1RIEFESTIOR L6 PNk
gl if & direciion v Kave oREN uhiphis, (o l@enLilY.

& ,,.-"'
- '-I o
PR /.-*.’"..-!,_
P, D, BUTCHER
COMMODORE, W. 5, BAVY
ASE]STANT DEPUTY CHILF

OF KAYAL QFERATIORS
(FLANS, FPOLICY ARD OFERATIONS]
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Noveabsr &, 1983

Cisngddrs M, D, Butchar

Ayulutant Daputy Chisl of Wawal Oparat iand
(Plame, Pollcy and Opscaticns )

Dwparimant of the Hawy

il lee of the Chial of NHaval Oparations

Waakimgton, OC 10350-20H0

Rei  JO0Q
fer Bl B el 350
4% OCT 1985

Saar Cos adore Buteher:

TRERE Fou o FESpOROIng ©o =y veEent IeCLier L6 Sp=barlars
CERES TS T .

e would appreciste AR A0 you weauld sapand & 1A oo @
Euamgnl you Redd i Uhat TedgEhae. !;-"hlu;ql...q-_ E1ivgns N 23 14
that there le mot “eny svidence of sveh & eritiges hiGag Bawn
el Uil

de Jene B, 1967, che State of Lecesl aiBR0NE sod tetally
desiroyed & FS Navy ahip, the USS LIBERTY, y@ e atnditions that
ate, Lo aay the Decst, suspicisun. That sSafe=ieft 14 sen desd
and 171 wounded.

leranl has subaitted not ame, bug fwg differsmr effichal
varsions &of the atcack.

Why haan't the Department of tal Navy bothersd to analyoe
wither of these two reports? X4 msn and desd and a UF Havy Ship
is cotnlly destroped. len't the flaparisent of the Mavy even re-

mglely curlous a8 to what the atGmears Beve Lo sy about the ln-
EldenlT

1 am mure you cEn wndeb@vand sur cenceEn IS LhiE BELCEF.

Ve renpesilully reguesy you &6 Laks dteps to resedy this
iitustion by amvigning th\gppropriats pirtubhtT. enswledgeable in
Lhe WES LIBERTY inclded_\eo critically amalype I:r-.l;r_-. of thesa la-
rasll reperte, compacf Lhes with tha U Navy Court of Inguiry Ee-
Perk Inie ihe atieck, Dyl submii & copy of these critigues 18 Com-
gress asd the USS0LTRFETY VETERANT & *OCIATION,

bimgwraly,

d%.

Jabmph LN\ Naadors
Fraaidang

eforSamss; PF.0. oz 1168
Buak(ein, Sawdl Aeabls




DEFARTHMENT OF THE MAVY
Ed oy @ tel pEafe OF sEFEs B0 e VoHad
wahminavon Od Jaiel e

1909
Fer RIS AAUATATER

.
B0 MO 18t

mE. Joswph L. Mesdors

risaident , UEE LIDONTT Webetahd
Leapatint iiE

£/ 0 AT

P, O, Bax 1168

Bhatiran, Baod|l Brabkis

Baar Hf., Headadia,

Thamk you fag your recent letter im which you ask For Purdfen
siplanation of the results of our ssarch for the docusent you
descelbed I youF ladk letkec. You aled jequesied that ihe Havy
coapleie & oritiges of the LULT and L9088 lerasli ceposcs onf ihe
UEE LIBEETY stisch fof submissien o Cengoess and the USE~ NLETY
TFEFTENE ASEOTiatien.

EEing The Ssssriplien yoo poowlded, & TSedewgh adafpl of
fedordd asd sichives foem all applicable SOEICER VD Goederied.
Ny decamant vl ldentified. Porther, s pecocd SINGE Jups
relncatcn 18 duch o docmment was locited, It wim™
that you were #lvieed of the Lask of evidence/MDuperting
existence of a DOD grinigue.

Following the siisck on USE LIBERTY, the U. B. Havy Coure ol
Iequiry hesrd bteablsony, reviewed sll_ avallable inforsstion
ceiceIflng the Ineldent; and diew cogdluione besed on Thei
evidence. Findings of fact were madeN\aVier & caceful and thorough
conplderation of all the informatisnctvallable. The Covernmeal i
Israwl sffered an lemediste spology and sccepied conplete fenponuls
Bilicy. Thay later paid . 8. Cwreaent cleies o= bebhalf of e
man whs werw Nilled end Infep® 46 the aitech and cospensation [
damage e R BRI,

Togs continuing inteeqes A the siscesstasces surrcanding tha
atieck on CAS CIRNENTR (N uhderstesd., The conclusicna ceached by
the Coutk of Inquinr€./n® Iscael’s adeission of responmibiliny
and paymant of damagiy/ wsre suificient greunds te cleass ERLE
cadim. If View AFf imla,; furkker sctlen ie not considered
warcanted.

BinewiEl iy,

/) da

F. B. MFCHEN

Rmar Mdsiral, 0. 5. Mavy
Asslstant Deputy Chis! of
Haval Opa=ations (Plans, Palley
anid Cparations)
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Dazansar T, V9l

Negar dgem)iral B, §. SgicheT

Apmlrfant Depuiy ChRial af Saval Ogeretioas
(Rlane,; PBgllecy arnd Dperatlone

bepufimant of Ehe Nesy

QFffiae &f ke Chial of Mauwal Ogarstions

Weahingtes, OC J0Y¥S0-F000

Hei 300D
Bair B11/804 14308
2% NON 19ES

Duaf Adnlral Betoher:

Thenk you For TENEENOIRG 18 &y fpbiier & Sayveaber 5

I s met autr Lalant L@ teel yosl palience, But, wiimall dus
respeel; we Fepl your stetersnl [(hal LRe *Findisgs &f Facl Dark maos
afier & coraful = i@nratiien af all tha infGrossics
eval lablie® §8 irc c & pEe o0 anetple.

Ry Denesher, TRILOUNS

NIVILLETIIN wiitina by 5 A, Telly, Jr. )
Commgrging DFFlour af the USS PEA & ihe Liew
Blaih Flesi recelvss the suihe 1o sssaage FfAEe~Tme J55 L]
"Weger FLLeER by unldsaLifled ale end aurfede ualiy. Apsumnt
Issadlale Raalatamcy, ™

Capimln Tully lsssaiataly lawndheg Rils Wasdy Sicike Sroup
canelaileg of & Fu Fightere, 4 &4 Fightar Wea8Sra and 4 &Y Fighter
Goahere, wi} myentionelly &rEEd,;

Thaee slccra®t uare recelled sPesgl lsssdistaly after lawnoh.

Both Lhe =SALTOOA &nd LhaE BARNIIGA warm then ordered %o reas

4
sisller striks groups Lo be lawnched I suppeask ef the LIBCATY im 99
ElfgleEs

Thinm was Ilgnored by thestawch.

I eum glve youw meny sors” Jeesgles af sertlimrent Inforssiion
peaftainlng epeciTically o tlp/ atiack am the UES LIBERTY eRat uas
svnlleble For the Court tosdgwles bul,; For whalever resscn, they chows
ia Aghare.

Buir guasilon Aoy, domirsl; e, "Phy eeie the alsctalft
FRguilmd ond who eyl 28l srdac?s

afe Eian@p. ~¥.0. Box 1188
Orakren (Gsudl Arabia




DEPARTMENT OF THL MAVY
G L B Y CmelF BE mEemy Rl e oy

i w i B A

L1-].E ]

Ber &LI/BUAN437)
30 DEC 5dS

Me . Joseph L. Mesdors

Pregident ; UBE LIBERTY YVetsrans

AESOTLIETI&N

c/a Arasso, P.0. Bee l1EB

Dhakran, BEaall Arsbila

s M. MEEEEEN

Thamk you [of yousr Ttedeat (ellsl geageimiong the LTS o6 URE
LIBERTT Kitheegh i undesvstend yawy eeaiineimg interest, a8 |
indicatled A my letiee of TV Wavesber , 170%, the avtsek on DES
EVRERTY wan previously imveskigatsd by & duly constituied Court
af Ingualey; The [indings of that body were Feviewed By the chaflip
of =cmmand ard (he cass is oow clowed, There sce mo plans @B
reEnARLE The clroumetances apRoolated with this incldent .
Aecepdinmgly, 1 regiet I a5 umable Eo andwer Four Guestion,

Eincwrely,

POV 4
[/ Aadn
F. B BUTES
RERR A0M 1A 3, BT
ARFEATART ENQUTY CHIIT OF

EAVAL DPFEmETIOHE |FLANT,
FORANY AWD CFERATIONT)

Lo N, A r*.-u»,..nkr-'f-"h'--:-f'*"




LEOM | PANLTTA

Congress of the niteb Mtates

Boosr of Bepreseniaticey
Bastengion, DC 20818
Jansary 1%, 1904

Captaln 3. M. Tully, Je.
Rt;: J Bea 39
Carmal, Califernia 33927

Dear Captain Tully:

Thank you for contactinmg my of fice to expreas your views om the 1967
Ineddant Liwelvlng the 0.5, Havy LAatalllgeéndée-gathering ehip Libort
I appieclake the bBensfle of ynu: viswn LA this matees and & copy of
the arblele [rom "Havy Timen."

AR you Epow, cantioversy etill clouds the Tecasll sEtack on the
Liberiy: ¥hich cesulted in the deaths of 34 milocs and the woundimg
af 171 others. Althoogh lrrasl has apologiced for Eke actaghn chere
are WElll mary anangweied goldtieas. 1A 197], the Boose AgmiNd
Sarvices Conmitbpe imvesrigated the attach, Ma comclopicn WeLe £rawn
oenteT iy the sotive for the abtbaohk.

Eefe ceceatly, the case of accused apy Jenathen J. PoblGdd and the
frwal akien that Iscael bhad beds apying on the DnltsddElates

fefnewed |ntecest in the case of the LiBSFEy. ToaCohll

ps iRew that the fccie Acsad Setvices Jubcoma|ltfgdn Imvestigations
has spEned & oiw case file oA the Attack and™)ald the process of
sifuimg theough infor=sviom pelative to thi\pewe. A forsal invest-

igatisn Lo nok, PBowever, schedulsd ab peesent

Rast ampured that I will follow this MEwer closely and thar T will

faiEsRbEF YOUF SoRcedn. TReAK You, &gaLn), [of getting in Eodeh.

HETTA
[ Congiess

LEF 0t R




BYRGAE Fuydmidda b
Wt o -

The Prembent Pro Tempore

waTID STATES SEMATE
J Al Y 7. 198%

jEer letterd SoREerhing the t
=10Er
Ay Wibgw, (Ha U, §. Navy condocted & Couik Iogquiiy In JuQid
16?7 ; Lo Invedtigete The Clicomptances sorgophoing the atteds oF
the USE LIDENTY. As in an inquiey of this sagritude, theig A
soimg bt Le conllieting testimaony and evidence. I I8 the Waty of
8 Court of Inguley vo heas tersimsny, evalvate ovidence aQdyPev lew
11 Lhiw avallabie infoleakion conceiming an--indjdenk artl OWErealied
ailigle Lhe @y idence and dcaw fte conclusions based upg@EDat
v idence. The Couet of Inguify Iegde thie atteck of MG IEE LIFERTY
le lnm Fipdinon of faet afeer & cppeful and thepld
coni#ldegal lon of &l the Inforcatlon availables ALY inewdl [gak i
tapork was [evieved by Committess in Conpress gpdodihers, [ doubt
It would swive aifiy! T} Fuijdr Lo reapepNEN Anveitigat L& which
i

wid condusbte! slrast ] =

¥lkh k |mdesst Fvfandi 11 LT, FiEhaE,

dinseredy




Loited States Depariment of State

Washingron, D.C. 0%

January 16, 1988

didnar

il

ASSistan® Sectetary Ball haz aved
ARt of January 2, soncecning
LiBersy

Ad OuUfl Cottes;
OLELCE pPoiInted ow
448«53inyg fachs
VILH AR Depattoent
=LEIFTH AL N9 2o

forzal teaponsinel

14

g And

“SadBiVelsy
Judge AIVI¢)

Morsasion memoranda, sush as =ne Salans weso »6 nian
£4C, Afe prepazed on a vaciety of SUD Jecte (oW 8w
INEoE™ationai vav of Deparzoens principalsi Athese

MAL BeNOranea do not putport o te final tind 98 of
ROE 4O Shey conno“e any formal Depicsaen™\ol sState

¢« 00 “nv mastera discussed vishin.

cantien =he Inforsation provided mCile tovesner 22
ipondence, tae Governnent v ownpleted pay ol
£Or Sae Lisetsy In 1941, £ 133909 She sevtlenent

¢4 In ,l?———-‘

e De

wenetal.

Sincesely,
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Hnited States Senare

WS- NTTON B 209D

Jancary 3, 194

Re, Joseph L. Meadors
President

m..w‘.! ~

Deas Nr, Meadors:

Thank you for yout note and accompanying ahticlie oa the
tragie offair invelving the USS Lidetty. s Menlillar with
saveral of the accounts of this incident. ! Sellyve that it
would be Best Lf the Department of the Havy and g Depeczt~
ment Of Defense would anaver a1l of the questions| \Eat have

Deen ralsed By thin strange and Lerrible attack of" e of ous
ships,

T™e President ¢ouild order the departments involved fo
open the files on this case, or Congress <ould »0 direct Iy
incivding such languige In an autiorinstior or appropriativhg
Dill, Mewever, neither prospect seess to De likely at this
time,. It would certainly take s0te thar one Senator to get
the nosentum going on such & project., Frankly, In spite of
lobbying efforts, there is nO great depice to reopen this
case on the part of Congress ur the Executive Branch,

I con enderstand the desite that sotivates the forser
crev of the USS Liberty t0 demand that all of the facts be
discioned. Unfortenately, the chance of that happening in
the near futuce is unlikely.

Mith best regards, I an

Sincerely,

W?C‘wf

United Str e2 Sesator
JPE: et
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Mr. Joageph L. MERdors

Frenldenk

U, 5.8, LikerLy Valerans Aspcplallon
efo AreRgd

F.0; Baxg V188

Drakran, Seudl Arabla

EBipmr Hr Hesfdarse
1 Bass raeslead & raply (o eopy WO \hich i3 saclosed:
fros ths Cepartasnt of Biste concerming)the aitsck on Lhe
B.5.5, Likarty im VPRT. 1 presuss TheW Shis reaponse wild e
tetally imsdejuats in sanisiing pow jn Your sfferis Lo
dateraias evaelly whatl ook plee 0w 'Junw B, TET.
Teerelore, having recelved youle)]#iter of Bovestar 10, 1 Rawe
pds pesibEr lefwlry o8 poupEobEil, this Lise wiln Lhe
meparipeet of Delenaw.

If yow Eave anj deddiniensl SoRSs8TL OF regeedli; pisEne
do b8 ESdllels T CONQER BE EQEIR.

Joasph N. Biden, Jr.
Umited Jtat&s Semator
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Deag Hr. Ditges:

Thank yoau fof agaln contact iy corcerning the atkavk
of the ©,. 5.5 Libsfiy.

Thers ars curiently soG@Elhwas fer fauither jeveatigaillen
ol this teeoic laglident,. AN Cepartesnt of Delenss and Lhe
Cupariment of Spaie apd aDEiM led with the redults of Ehe
InvaRblgaticn conducknd/ issadlately Followimy the aLtadl &n
the Liberty. Showld pDyfs develop to reopen bthis case, 1
will serely sharspyeost views with the sppiepriate officials,

Fleasr CoBNDRGs U6 EBETE jouf viei wilh =6 o8 losees
af concern. Besid regards.

I:Ir'l.'uiﬂf. .-'r .
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Decenbar 2, 17EY

My, Thomas 0. Ditges
F.0;. BaE 11
Fedhaven, FL 31054

Dear My, Bitgem:

Thank you [of oontacting =8 with Youl COnCRER OVEIL
paporEE EREt M. Laon Elinghoffef LE belng nislpsted Lor Eha
Conyresaional Medal of Bomor. 1 appreciste having yaur
viewss on this maiEer.

I il eowaie Chat Ehede vaie poedd SepOita. ahoduly alted
Mr. Ellnghoffsr's surder, stating that Che Mew Tork congres=
sicnal delegaticn intended to submit Mr. Kllnghoffar®s name
for ehe Congrenslomal Medsl of Mopor.

klthoogh [ have the grestest syspathy for the
Kl inghad far faally: 1 sgres with yo5 that the Coagresnlonal

Badal of Hcose Is & military avacd amd ia Aot appl icable in
chis sltuation.

hs Por the Marines killed and woundsd im Lebanon, mone
of thess sen wers dscoratsd with the Congressional Medal of
Bonor, Furthersors: It ie =y undecatasdling that pons of Lhe
seasan on the U 0.5 Liberty recelved this svard.

Fleasw contings to share Four wiewd with B8 08 BESLiSrE
of concEEn. Beat Fegacda.

Binewenly,

f

o L~
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