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1J.!J..rty Notes: ~ept. 2, 1b 

lieorl(O Chr 1 II t lan, Prell!1 Aide, LOJ 
512-47J-5~06 Austin, Texa. 

Chrl Ntian went to the "rellident' It bedroo. and JDlIlXfound 
hims I.ressin~ the mornin~ ot the attack. Unullual becauye 
the Prell usually liorkl)d troll his bed lintil 10 cr III -- doc-
tor's nrders. ' _.I ..... \IC II~ h.",. ju"t gotten a note froll HOlltu",: lrul"'~ 'T-"~I 

"~Ir. President, We have a flash report frolll the Juint lIeconnailiauco 
Center indicnting a liS electronic intelligence ship, the 
\.I bOT"t)', has bl'eu torpedoed in the Med. It is 60 to 100 
lifT lr~ ftdf"t4l ~t EF,)lpl. neCona11,.nr·-ea~r·craft. are out from 
the 6tll Pleet. No knowled~e ot th~ lIubll~ririj or itiffi~ij 
vessel who cOIIII·,itted this act. 1I 

,Johnson was "upset." Ills first tnought wall tbat the 
I!us"illlns had dono it; said sOlllething like" it they did it 
1 ~ue' s w~re in a war." 

WIlen ho tound out later in tile morning it was tbe 
Israelis he was visibly relieved; "thallk god it wasn't 
the lIu9sians." 

.. 

"I have no recollection O! 

it was a deliberate attack ••• ~~ 
matter did not a~itate hill in my 

e, 

, ., .• mt ever 8&yinl 
'ct,(I .. out it ••• the 

~:~~'ll~~ ~t least." 

1 doubt ... anybody believed it W8S a mutter ot mistaken 
identity; rether other tactor. whicll led to it.-

whet caused the Israelis to attack was not Q aatter 
pursued becftule it was dwarfed by other event.; tho situa
tlon in Svria was nxtre~ely touchy; halfway thrnugh the 
war w. ~tart.d g.ttin~ .. oOAc.~ned about confrontation. 

Ah"ut VT~report froll NSA: "I don't know wbat ay limita
tions are; rather not go into tbat." 

fihe tilles ,Iictated that you didn't quarrel too mucb wi th 
the laraeU p08ition at tbe ti.e." 

it it hAd hanpened in otber circu.stancel it might bave 
been adrlres~ed oj L. but circUlls tances prevented it troMi 
bec.>.in~ "tbe lIonumental issue it could ba.e been." 

There were other thi~s .ore compelling; becaae part of 
the vory coaplex and serious proble. tbe ~I bad, ~ tbe 
wbole. Middle ~alt que.tion, .specU.lly the Syrian tront. 
All throu~h the six day war So.iets and u. were botb doing 
ever~.thln~ to stay away lroll confrontatioD, by stretching 
ev~ry auscle to do 10. w. caae d.-n clole" (it i8 frightcnin, 
to thin~ if we were annoyod with .acb otber the outeo •• -Ed.) 
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that fll'r!vt·d in thl! ~itllation room !lhortly after ),\)\1 allu the President 
d i,1. 

So it h d~ar tllnt 010 one in \';a~hiH~tOn ~""0w who wa~ attacking. But it i~ 
Wiso c:ear that offil~(~rs •• thl! Sixth Fletlt ~.lIew WE' 10181'0 undor Httad. a~ 
early :15 Otl09EIlT. thRt they launched ai rcraft i .. "nedhtl!ly. I11ld tlllit ]QmoOlltl 
orut'reJ those aircl'tltt recalleu and Jill not Ituthorhe a second rescu.,-c"t7i>rt 
lIlIti 1 Il!J45EDT. and tlllit even those llil'cnft never arrive,\. 

.. radio OpL'rator 11110 l later C!lllJe to know fai rly well. 115 Wll worked tOI'ethllr 
daily for two years. told "e thit he l,er50nal1y -el.yed we5sa~es frow 
SecretarY i.tC:-;1Ilii11nt 'to ~e:tll the fi r&t £H!!ht. of aircraft. tt;, WU5 the fh,u 
to tell me that thoro werll two !lllplU llte roscue flip-hU more than nn hour 
U!IIIl't. hoth reclllle,1 betore HIIlChinl! our ship. wu! told me otlltr thinr. s that 
havo since ueen solidly verified. S'.) I lUll inclinl'd to beliwehl.. ~.!y man 
W i ;0 intirn~t01y Involv~d tllat ~I:en it WitS over. he r~celved a l~tt~r of 
3;'''I,ciation signed by Secretlfl'Y ~!cNllmal"u. Ily lO:lOEOT, ind<ientlilly. 
Se,retary *Namara was porsonally on the telephone collcctinl' I>llckrround 
information about the ship frOlll Naval Secur\ ty Group headquarters. lIy Ill: If;urr 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff had sent a meSSUI~O to loOn don uuthori~ the Sixth 
F1 eot to USI! force to defend t h~ !:~er!t.. so it i. s cl el! r that thel'1l wa~ 
fabty wide~.prelld k.uowiedge of tht! attack early in the gKme" What ill not 
clear is what was happenin!! between 08: lOElYr ami 10: 30Fn,.: who recalleJ 
the first fli~:ht of rescue aircraft and why" 

I will be plellsed to answer any questions you lUay have nbout the book. and 
1 will he I110re than hcpp)' to 5hare with you much of th" documentation for 
w~lat I have to say" ,·tost of what I reJlort is soli,lly d'Jcu:l'lentat. anJ what 
is uncertain is genl'lrally lauded II!I such. What hurts tJly be ' is that others 
have written slleculntive accounts apparently inten-detl solely for propl1\:snda. 
and that has tended to cut suspicion on lilY motives. ilt leut in sOlJle 

quarters. 

Hnally. I ll!I\ helping to produce a USS LIBERTi NEWSLEnER thllt is being used 
by ~lrvlVo~s to exchange views and to organize a reunion set tur next summer. 
I hllve token the liberty of puttin.: you on the lIIIIiling un ror a copy. a:t I 
think you IllAY ~ind it of interest. 

I look forward to hearing from you afur you have had Ii chance to read the 
book. ~s you Tead my account of the Court of Inquiry proceedings. J hope 
,au will considering ordering a copy of the Court transcript from the Navy 
Judge ~dvoeete Genaral for the 10\0' library, I have long hoped that some 
law Itudent or law class would undftrtake • study of that transcript in order 
to measure the evidence and testi.any received by the court against the 
findings that the cou:-t reaehed. Everyone I know who has ,lOlle so. incl~g 
at lealt ono attorney. has concluded that the findings Dr. not only unsupporti6d 
by evidence. but are s~etime~ entirely contrary to evidence. 

Yours very truly. 
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Isralll ,:OllllllllineJ (tv tho Cl1\, not to ::tate) about tho ship'~ as~ig!lultmt 
1ll-11r thl! '(srI'l'li coast. I h;~ ., beell told that the CIA operateu four 
American ail'..:raft with Amorican5crews fl'ol~ American basllg in I.n\:lwlu on 
intellit:tllce mis.>iolls over Egypt :starting fOllT days befoN the Six [Jay War. 
Tht! aircraft supposedly flew frow Spa ill and cllrriod (falsLl) lsrneli UUlrkinj;s, 
~'Iy inforolaJIt !lUS~I.,Cts a COllntlctiol' betwoen that mission and tlte attack on 

the Lil)\)rty. 

I I,up.' 1:1e day hi:>tllr.> \lill record tl.(uctly where (Inti how the Libert stOty 
"as crwered ul', 1 lIuVIl tr~ll:!<.IlO tht" COVOf'Jl; b .. ci- ;;0 I'llil Gou!' illg ASLJit'A), 
I,ll'. l.ouIJillg's onler~ i~ ;-,.11" '=lIlUe frol:1 S(II;rl'tal'Y ~lc:'''I'':lfa, llut lie don't 
\..110101 wht'ther ~Ir, ~Icih.marr, ... as 01'urating r,n his ')1.11 or Wider ordors from the 
PresiJ,lIlt, ano 1010 don't know Just how much the Presi,lent really \.nolo:, Unless 
no one in our enti re gllVtlrrunent bothered to reaJ tllt~rreport of the Navy Court 
vi !I'~uiry, it mu~t h'\v~ .te~\! ddar to Hoverrunellt 0!"ficiul,; that the ufficial 
'itor} liUS ObtOl't.)<! a:\d ~'al!ie. hut I kliow HuH r:outdinb'S dt:rputr, ,H,,!HUJ 
Fryklwld. read it quite CII.8efully, lie lIIust have told his suniors what he 

raaJ there. 

1 mention in my book that Clark Clifford conllu,~t,~J 1111 inquiry fl'!' the Prr~h\ent. 
and that il \1.15 on th,) hasis of this inl\uiry that Mr. JolU\son became satisfied 
that there was 110 ev id~nce that tho attack was deliberate. Unfortnnately, ~Ir. 
Clifford ha~ for DII1I1Y yean been so bias\!Id to .... arJ l:;ruel th .. ' ho is o11lllost th.:: 
last person to look for for all objective, factual report. I >lpont a 10l\g tiUie 
~elrchini. for the l:liffor'\ report, uut it seoms to have vsnisheod if it Willi 

l'VIH cOlIllJlitted to ",ritin!; ill the first illaco, The LBJ Library reports that 
there h no such .'llport in the library. 

I know tluJro arc 1\0 read)' :lll:;wers to theose lind many other burning question!'>. 
,\~ th., Washington Post saio in II. Christmas Duy eoi torial: "11", facts (ulluut 
the Lib.rty affair) are for the future to te 11 ." No doubt more facts wi 11 
trj~Kle out slowly for many years to como. 

~leal\whi10. ! run t:rlltr,,{~,t for you,,:, \ono ns!,on~e T,O my letters, r·I}" shi,,;nat,!f. 
UJ\J I, ;.Il(l!~:, with udllY other Americans, r"mBi!l curious about thu uJlanswereo 
-lu()stiJhS. If you should eve!' think of allY addttional SOUl'eelS of authoritntiv.: 
information on this suhject, 1 hop'.! you will let lIIe Know. 

Sincarot!y, 

P.5.: Liberty crewlII8n are now plllllning a rowlion in Washington, O.C" nest 
JW\e 5 Ii 6. In connection with th=.t w" are producing a newslottel', and 1 
have l,ut you on the maU ing list. I hope you wi 11 look for it. One uuattel' 
discussed in the first letter (the lIocond issue is now at the I'l'inter) is 
the premature recall of the aircraft that were supposed to protect us. It 
is now even clener than ever that there were two resclle flights, both 
recalled prematurely. but. even though nuclear weapons were loaded and rendy 
on the flight deck. of thfl America, they were not h:.unched as some people 
thought. All the aircraft sent in our defense and later recalled prematurely 
we=e conventionally armed. which wei the question of why they were recalled 
even lI\Ore pressing. Note the discussion of this on page five of the newsletter. 
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TIII~ AHTIIl1U YISISO J),\\'IS FOI:SU,\TIOSS 

.10H .. 4&·7711 

Captain J.M, Tully, Jr., USN, 
Rout~ 3, Box 539, 
Carmel, CA, 93923. 

Dear Skipper: 

June 19, 1981 

My apologies are long overdue for failing to write you more often. 
One has too few real friends and it is a sin not to kee~ in touch 
with those one does have. 

Your letter written after reading "Assault on the Liberty" was 
interesting. Your recol.lection is accurate, eXi.lct and tr. the 
point. We were, indeed, SE of C.L·ete with another carrier, the 
two cruisers and eight escorts. The message from LIBERTY did 
come in the plain and you almost immediately turned into the 
wind. 

Our aircraft were conventionally armed only. They were off 
in quick time, thanks to your early grasp of the situation 
and turn into the wind. Then we had a recall from Larry Geis 
who was acting as CTG 60.2 at the time. 

There was, indeed, second launch and a second recall. The 
book is wrong if it only mentions one. Later on my l'nderstanding 
was that the second tecall came from Ros Gilpatric who ',o1ac; then 
DepSecDef, b'lt that is only hearsay. So it goes. Those were 
great days ana we did meet every ~ommitment as lance pointed 
out \:0 you. 

s you see, I now head this foundation in addition to my other 
ingenious and novel efforts. We are "medium" sized by IRS rules, 
abOl.lt $100 milliofl and most of our income goes to small, private 
liberal at ts college.;. It is a nationally oriented foundation, 
not just Florida. Our location stems from Mr. Oavis dieing here 
but, as I am sure Ruth knows, he founded Alcoa and Alcan and Il.:! 

lived the preponderence of his lj fe in pittsburgh. 

The Davis truotocs let me havl:. tin,e to keep my own consulting 
business and my partnership in Geneva going. The staff is 
excellent so Jinx and I travel a lot, on our own or for the 
foundation. Last week we were at the Paris Air Show and this 
week I will be in Wichita visiting Beech, one of my clients! So 
it goes. 

Let me hear from you. I'll'pe by . , 
time ! visit; the Coast. 

is, 
Direr.tor. 
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C·7·N·Y·N·S 
, ... 

September 13, 1982 

Dear Jim: 

Thanks for the newsletter covering the fift~enth 
reunion, and I apologize that Tom Braden and I were 
uniitHe LO air anythh;·g i 

Our radio and tv shows are now, respectively, one 
hour and one-half hour daily, which forces us to deal with 
"breaking" news. It is unlike the old days when we had 
three hours on radio, could use two of them to explore 
historical. subjects like the continuing Liberty Story. 

Best wishes to you and 

Mr. Jim Ennes 
P.O. Box 789 
Woodinville, Washington 98072 

CHICI-GO TRIBUNE - tiEW YORI( NEWS SYNDICATE, INC. -------_.- -
220 US T .2ND Sf., PlEW YORl(, ..... Y. 10017 ·212·U9.J.400 

Buchanan 
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Jan .. , L C~n 

( x)rnrrlOfl\'VCalth Club of c:aHfornia 

) July l'I82 

Lieut. ';cDln.an<1er JtllJles ~i. !:.niles, Jr. 

lIeYl' \.!ommbrlder Ennes: 

in ""';;,'01 ... ., ~ y~ :Ho1:.t..J." of .,~ J'Wie I .9.m tnQ1Q~!..n.£ tJ 

,1raft cVPY of t~~ t.olk 'Itl~h you ~8V~ bel'ul'e th~ N;Jt\(lIl
til !Jefellse StuJj ::iect1on 0'11 11 I~HY lqEl~. 

Bectluse 'Jf lncl"~"8ej n,H1l11.g '1O'llt!;, "tully APct 1'-'fI 1l1rl
l.tpS are now I:,~l.l«!d to men.bt'f'S 1r; :Jet.s ~ovf'rintl two meet
ings • .l1r;c@ the Nlitiorlltl :JfI)ferl8P ~t.;)'ly .Jf'ct1NI '188 .JVf'1" 
seven hll!'ldrt'u lIIettberl, I Il:n <;U!"jI' IOU CHI'I "PIJr~ct/Jtl' ttl'" 

n!"cl'!slItty .If tn1/; pol1cy. 

Vtlr mOflthly lleetlng 'Jllowlng t"le ""t' wi th you WH8 he~(1 
I1n 24 ~'urll'! (fitsr Adl'lll'ltl JOAeph J. J~rth, Jr., (;omm81ldel" 
'::'II'r1er 'jroup Three) !tl'l<l thl! minutt's of that Qlt't't1nl "rf' 
now in prcceuB ct' belnt; Lr!lflficr1oeJ. ~hl'n complf'ted, t;II!'Y 
will be pl'1ntl'a !wd l1stributed. togl!trler with the I!rln~ 
utec cove~\ng your prtsentatlon. It is ~xpecte~ t!~t 
:Dtl1 Uric \;" be bceoruvllshf"d w1 thin the next two to ttorf'P 
weekt' 'ch t1mt' 1 sh~ll !lend you u copy of the mill-
utes j.Je i u',ng to your talk. 

Au .... nl eaec:uitt4. Dlfeetof 

.\gHln. t.e"ttUSI! IJf coets, 1 .. hould po1nt out thBt seotion 
1111nutes are l1mitfld to four pages. Thert'fore, the tran .. 
soription process ll'!~l'rally involve. conR1derable edit· 
ins for cond@nsstion. 

Sinc@rely, 

~ ",' L 1';-
v:1';f?'ull.¢. "y;f'~/r~ 
Ruuell S. Hahn 
Colonel, USA .. Ret 
Chairman 
Study Sl'!ctlon on National Oef@nse 

Inol. 
a/s 
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Augu~t 26. 1982 

Mr, James Miller 
8507 16th Avenue 
Bloomingtoll, Minnesota S'I~:J 

Dedr Mr. Miller: 

, It' , 

) ,'" ' .. . 
I L 

," 

The story of the U,S.S. Lib~rty is b0th traqic and _ontroversial, 
CBS has reported in severdl stories on the Evening News on the 
fact that the ,. "3el is could 1'1(>11 havp known they were attackirlf] 
~n ,"Jlitrlti;fl shil', Mr. EnlUl~ !.lUlt me his booL AssaliLLmthe lihprtv, 
and I talked wi th him on several occasions. Weooth agreed th~at 
whJt Is 1ackltl(] for a completl' tt!ll irlf] of this story is pri"ldry 
SO.lrc!! materLI1 ~hilt can StlOW conclusively that the Israelis knew 
and 'he U.S. Govt!r~lt!nt il! turn covered-up. 

Ttlls is not a conc1usinn that can be reached at lightly, It requi,"es 
a top U.S, Government official on the inside who is willing to go public 
dnd talk about how the cover-up took place; or from the Israeli side, 
how the attack was orchestrated. Critical documents inside U.S. 
Governn~nt files that could unlock the mystery still have not been 
released. Requests for those files, as you probably know, have not 
been very fruitful. 

CBS is not trying to cover-up anything. CBS News has its credibility, 
not because it jUlnps to conclusions but because it has the primary 
sources and prill~ry documents to back up its re:'0rts. I:ithout those, 
a story at this point would be an exercise in speclilation. 

I have an open file on this story. We have not gi\,'" this one up. 

Sincerely, 

G~k 
I ra Rosen 
Producer, 60 Minutes 

cc: Don Hewitt 
IW:e ~'a 11 ace 
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Dear Jim: 

AI)MIRAL ISAAC C. KIOD. JR. 
ll.S NAVY, RI'TIRU1 

111£: (,HA IEAliX 
6111 I.eesburg Pike 

"alls Church, Vlrtl.lnia 22U4.j 
10J-53b-JJ~1l 

October la, 1983 

! • J' . 

I continue to appre~iate the thoughtfulness of all 
of you wonderful colleagues by way of keeping me posted 
on how things arc going with your fine Liberty Associa
tion. I read each worrl carefully and have to smile 
from tlme to tlme as stories pick up barnacles with 
the passage of time. 

I continue troubled over the vigor with which you 
and your shipmates pursue a potential point of view 
that much is noW known that was never disclosed or that 
thlngs were known that were held back. 

':'he 0nly thing one Lan do is to continue to assure 
each or you gentlemen that such was r.ertainly not tile 
case a~ far as the Inquiry went. 

There seems to me to be a very important, and 
afJflarently overlooked fundamental in the writing and 
speculation which I have been reading -- we must 
constantly remind ourselves thnt the United States 
Inquiry was limited completely to information available 
from U.S. sources. It appears to me that so much of 
the speculation, which, with the passage of time, seems 
to be taking on the char~cter of established facts 

'/ 

is virtually totally dependent upon after-the-fact 
inoications, straws in the wind, writings by third and 
fourth parties, and like sour~es -- really too much g'less 
work with not enough hard i~Iormatl.on to back it up 
beyond even more guess work. Perhaps very good gueus 
work, Jim, but certainly I'ased upon information unavailable 
at the time the Inquiry ch'sed up shop. 

live never seen the point made in anything that I've 
read either in your fine book or in other correspondence 
v'hich underlines the point that our Navy's Inquiry was 
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tas",:,'l tp paint but one part of the picture. Any dealings 
wi ~ny other Nation or any like sources beyond our own 
peu[ l (' .'ere ptec 1 uded . 

.1. 'ould i.ndeed be honored to accept your invitation 
to jel.n and \,ould be most grat'aful tOl' the appropriate 
paperwork if you could send it along to me. 

Keep up the fine efforts. I cer·ainly wish the 
Association well in its endeavors and I would look 
forward to seeing any of your magnificellt ship's company 
IJhenever an opportunity might present itself. 

1\11 the best. 

1. C. 

Mr. James N. Ennis, Jr. 
19009 194th Avenup., N.E. 
woodinville, Washington 98072 

I , . , 

( "'\ ! 
,~' ,- . ,. V 

Kidd, Jr. 

, " • 

/ 
( 
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AALEIGH BURKE 
811~. fE.NWAY L)RIVE 

~EfHESOA MAHYLA"jO .1' ••••• 1 20!l1 7 
OffiCE. TEl 301 :tll!l 3101 
HOME TEL 301 311!1ogQt1 

:ommander James M. Ennes, Jr-. 

Dear Jim, 

13 Nuvember 1':182 

Thank you for your very informiltive ietter oE 7 Nuvember. 

I tfliilR your COiliImmts ~nd =W!"rt~.,~l uf tilL! sitUCltion is ~o 
sound I am tilking the liberty uf havi.ng your letter xeruxed 50 
1 can selld copies to Admiral Moore" and Mr. ~iller. 

I nave talked to Mr. Miller a couple of -ime5 on the teJephone 
recently and I am sure tl", reason he has not t)een in touch \~ith 
yOU is that he is devoting all of his time tv ,"ither ra1sing the 
necessary funds or in connection with filii.:! raising. 

Good luck to you 

Copips to: 

George Miller 
c/o Joseph Laird 
15250 Ventura Boulevard 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

Adff:ira 1 '''homas Moorer 
CST.S 
1800 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Sincerely yuurs, 

v!~{urke 
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ARLEIGH BURKE 
86H FENWAV 0II11i" 

UETH[SDJ.. w.RVIANO ~OO3. 
OfFICE Tfl 301 311& 3101 
HOME IEL 301 jll!! 0iI06 

COllll'ldnder Jdmu~ M. Bnno~;, Jr. 

Ul'dJ Terry .llltl .J im, 

20lH I 

1 Novemoe 1- 1'1 H;' 

I t hd~ been d long time sinC;!C. LIBERTY'S reunion dinner and 
I dill <:ertain that !lIu<:h ~rogress has been Illad(~ on illl front~. 
I knuw that the wordiny has now been changed on the memorial 
tuu\bstQnE:' in Arlingtun illld that the ceremony to Illark the challye 
went off well. Tfiat was gofid to hoar. 

Several months ago Mr. George Miller, who is a frien;i of 
Illy sister in sydney, Australia, cdlled me from Los Angeles and 
sta~ed that he wa~ now in the Motion Picture Production business 
and was very much interested in ~toducinq a movie: of the whole 
USS LIBERTi episode. Ill' asked me for advice on whom to contact 
in the Navy and I suygested that tie contact you befor~ he did 
much with anybody else because you and your associatE:s in the 
crew of LIBER'fV knew more about the subiect than anybody else. 
In addition to that better knowledge, 1 felt that whatever was 
to be done ill thilt line would eventually involve you and all 
your associates and the sooner that coordination was achieved 
the easier the project would be on everybody involved. He, of 
course, knew about you and your book. 

Recently he came back to Washington and came out to the 
house for dinner. He had been back to Australia and had visited 
other countries too. lie was still very much interested in making 
the movie of the LIBER'l'Y. Ill' was eager to g~t the whole truth 
out and asked me to put him touch with people in the Navy 
Department who might help him. 1 did not know who in the Navy 
Department might help him. It's been a long time since 1 was 
involved ill the Navy and the whol.a organiz'ltion has been changed 
and 1 know very few people on active duty. Again 1 9u~gested 
that the firs~ thing he should do was to get in contact with 
you for 1 felt that you could either g;ve him the best possible 
advice or you would know who could. c~ ~ainly, 1 feel, that you 
should know about all efforts to tell the story of LIBERTY so 
that nobody gets crossed up and that there a~e no errors in the 
script of any movie. 1 don't have any idea whether there is a 
script yet or not. 1 suspect not. 

Mr. Mill.er wanted to get in touch with Adm. Tom Moorer but 
Ao~iral Moorer was out of town and is not expected to be back 
until 2 November. Of course, when he gets back he will have a 
trependous back-log of work to catch up and I doubt if he car. 
have time 'to discuss any new project for awhile. 
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Mr. IUchlirJ It. Nolte. ,:: (llr- /,'J'" I-b~') 
Cos Cob, Conn~ct1cut 06807 

uelir 1·lr. I~olttl: 

In 1~()7 when the intellig.,nce ship USS LiltlH·ty was Ilttacked by hl'ael1 
forcos nour Ijata, YOU wero thi8 country's IIJIIva5!lador to c\:Yll t anJ 1 was 
Liborty's officer of the deck. I WIlS intrigueJ recently to come upon the 
follOwln!; message releasod to Hie ill connllction with a Frlleuol~ of Information 
suit 1 wu prosecuting in federnl district court: l i (I~ 

ZZ IIB!wm lW'CPRC Q II ~l" 10 'f\ 
Ur: RUI::IVC 6705B 1591550 ; / <.~. I I,~' 
7. u51545Z dUN 67 J ," ft r rr 
FH AME11HASSY CAIRO ~\ {" ~ ,\ 
TORRUEHC/SI::CS'IA'IL WASIlDC FLASu ~}' t/) ~ (t. l 
RUTl'RC / COHS IX'rHFL'l' ,,~~ tc"v I, I'; / ... 

S'l'A'!'E GRNC ,l' ..,' /V ~~ \~ \\ / 

U l' (1.. ~~ ~ 0 ~ . ~ ~ 
S ~ C H. J:: 'I CAIRO 5705 1\ ,I If,.....~ / l<' ~..., j;-
(subject; line awuent1y delated by clI1l8or) ~ J> 

we HAC BE1"l'ER Gl!:l' OUR S'lORY OBI'WRPbUllll'lL UF USS 
LlHER1'Y OUT FAS'!' AND 'IT HAl.) bE'L'rER Bl:: GOUl). NOLTE 

ill' 

The officiu 1 story, unfortwlately, was not 1:00J at all, and it was not trull, 
About tho time your message was on the ",ire. tho LilJett)' crew was Illready 
boin, warnou nut to talk Ilboat the attClcl- to anyone, not ~vlln to their OWII 

famil iell, WIder p"nal ty of court martial. Althou~h the goverilloont was .wllr~ 
that this was a carefully planned attack lasting lUore than 75 minutes, wus 
prcc&ded by very extendve reconhai:l3'UlCo!, an;\ that the ship was identified 
and trlAckeu in the Israeli WIU' Roolll ""fore the attack, the ARl8rican publiC 
Ioias told that theru was only very cl1sual and very distant reccnllaisaance 
alld t!Ult the attack iUslf luted only ubuut five minutes. 

~Iy RanUoIll HO\ae lxlok, ASSAULT ON TIll, UBERTY, is a prcduc t of IIOre than 
twelve yearl of 1nt~sive research Ilnd tells II story of • dolibuate attack 
IlI\d coverup, 'nle book hAS been favorob ly endorsed by two retite. ch1efs of 
naval operations, several pre!lllnt IlI\J fOrJlllar lI\8mbers of Con~ren (Fulbriiht, 
Goldwater, Stevenson, Abournk anu othen), and has been hvorably rIIviewed 
in eVbry military journal, ~cwnnot get a sin~le roview in NQW York City. 

Recentl} fonnel ambassaUors Rives Childs, Anurew Killgore and John West have 
praised this book. I would like to send you a copy and WOULd very much 
enj oy knowing your reaction to it, If you care to to 11 lIIe, I would bo most 
fascinated to know the roaction, if any, to your message to Itate. 

If you would lik.e a siined, ",o!lplimentary copy of this book, kindly call 
or write and I will mail one iu~diately. 

Sincorely yours, 
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liE 1111"11.\. ~I.\H\ \'.\~II ~I~ 17 

COllulliinder James M. Ennes, Jr. 

 

Dear Jim, 

3 July 1982 

That very handsome LIDER'rY pin has ardved. 
I will wear it with great pride. 

Your reunion was apparently a good success 
although I am sure that that success will continue 
t.Q g~ow. 

We hope you have a very successful and happy 
s \,i,lIun~ r . 

A!.l the best, 

~I£.:/ Arm Burkl;, 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers







lunw..»ro'.It' 
~now 
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James M. Ennes, Jr. 

Dear Mr. Ennes, 

I I ,1 '. 1 

Augusr 29,11)80 

Thnnk you for your recent letter concerning your 
book "Assault on the Liberty". I had your publisher 
send over a copy of the book, and I found it very 
interesting. Unfortunately, the subject matter 
is too serious for our new show. As you may have 
heard, TOMORROW is expanding to 90 minutes in 
September, and there will be more entertainment and 
feature mAterial than before. 

I appreciate Larry's recomm~ndation, and I'm sure 
ycur appearance on his show was a success. The story 
of the Liherty is fascinating, and requires a certain 
amount of airtime to do it j~stice. I'm afraid our 
new format JUSt couldn't accomodate it. 

Have you tried the news shows or wire services? 
They love stories like this. 

Best Regards, 

Jpanne Edmunds 
Talent Coordinator·TOMORROW 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



NORMAN F. DACEY 
80 GRavERs AVENUE 

HRllHJEPORT, CONNECTICUT O(\(lU!'\ 

TEL.120~1 ~1.~· !l2k!!J 

Mr. JamcsM. Ennes, Jr, 

Dear Jim: 

July 22, 1980 

I personally gave Phil Donahue your book and suggested that he 
have )'ou and any other crew mcmber you suggested appcar on the show, 
Hc said he Id read it, or have it read. 

lIve writtcn the producer and told her that Larry King is having you 
on and about the piecc in People Magazinl'. 

response. 

N FD/dko 
ends. 

Encloscd is a rcply I had from Random Housc, togethe .. with my 

Good luck. 

Regards, 
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The "' .. zing .nd f.scin.ting story of the Israeli attdck 
on the USS U8UTY hu been retorded by the officer of 
the deck of thdt unfortunate ship manned oy d 

courageous crew. ASSAULT ON TIlE LIBERTY provides a 
tililely record of part of tile r-'cent nistory of the 
tallyled relations of the Middle luSt. This book will 
help in assessing what the futul'e of that urea may be." 

to Loomis: 

ASSAULI ON TIlE LIBERTY, written by the officer of 
the dcck of that lInforh.!H.1t.g ~hip, pruvlt!es a 
tilli~ly record of part of ~he recen~ his~ory.of the 
Middle East. TIlis book WIll help In ussesslnu what 
the future of that ared l\Iay Le. 
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\0, H \ I'to. \0,.\ I ... I I III I I 

¥I.'C)(l,l\ 1111. \ 111(.1 ... 1.' ..!..!1·l" 

!'il'St lL'l J!le' t,.ll yuu thelt 1 filially 1'l1t 
11""'111\ t" J, .. ,,\,lill!' ".~"~,fI,III.T I,q '1'111' l.!pn;>'l'Y ,-\C: 'I fl"\'i 

te' ClIl'! f!,(,:n ~:!ll :)::'l.2gu til..: nlhH' lL1Y, It is d 
't.' - - _ • .J • 1 1 • ,:oreat )OC'If.. 1: ::JUlld ..:.. t .JD~O .. i.1"rc.L, .. y· ~n~·t·f~~':"1!n~--, ) . ) , ) 

dlld ill!·UT'i,1'.ing ,Je: well. I hUPl' to \H'it" d COlUIIIl\ 

clbuut it SOOll, ~"jt I h,w..: llllt ~hlnted !'urthl!l" to 
mud,\v thl! \oJ.:lt",rs eve!' A\~AC'3 dnc! th.~ Sc1uJi:; I'ir,lIt 
1\1-:"'W. 

'{OLl asked dbout delet iOllS :'1'0111 :1,; AU[',llst 
2CJ column. I never kno\oJ what edi to!'S have de ", 
wi til my copy. ('nclo the copy I',oes out !'rom t :Ie 
Syndic.:lte, it vanishes into .:1n edit0rial liml:). 
;;:)!!" of my IjJS paper:;: use all tllree oj my culuml\s, 
in rull, every week. ,='thet'5 use one or tl'lO ill 
full. Still othe!'s, for their own reasons, decide 
thclt nUl1e of them is wo!,th pril\tin~. Others cut 
par'd)',t'aplls or sen'tenCl2S for re,]!;onS of space OJ' 

for other 1'(>aS0I15 of their cwn. I'm not at all 
s\lcrrise.J Lhat some editors, out of timidity or 
conviction, deleted Iny refer'encl' to the LIBERTY 
incident. This is the way the pundit business 
w')rks. 

Mr. James M. Ennes, Jr., 

vs. 

Best wishes, 

/1-.7J-'J-L 
~~~ J. Kilputrick. 
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~Il·. James M. Enncs, Jr. 

Dear Jim: 

5 Janu~t·y 1981 

1 was ~,~"ased to r,:c'2ive your letter anC! leanl thdt 
Y0ur book is ~cttinq t~? prol~r attention. 

Ihth respc!ct to the allegc(l cOJlvers:Jtion between 
Senator Fulbright and BCllnett, I simply do not recall 
being so iW/Gl ved. The next time I go to the Pentol~on I 
will see if I can clw(.;k in my file~; tor .:my references 
to such a me • .!ting, but I doubt that I will find olnything. 

I also do net think that I threatc'ned to make a speech 
that would "blow the lid off the Capitol. dome", since 
tholt is not my nolture to holndle ol problem in such a fashion. 
i do think my posi tion was well-known olnd consoqucntly 
there may have been some concern <1" to what ! really would 
have Solid. In olny event, I met \~ith captain ~lcGonagle in 
my offi':e !Jeforc he- went over to thc secNav' 5 office to 
see Mr. Ignatius. I did think it WilS a rather low-brow 
trick to shift the Medal of lIonor cet'cmony from the White 
lIouse. \:~ry seldom is this done. As a matter of fact, in 
my mClt'Ory the only til~ that I can recall involved Navy 
personnel rather than those fronl the other services. 

Keep up the good work. Sooner or later the truth will 
0ut. Incidentally, I was called on the telephone for a 
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\I'.tl, 1.l'.i~~lIl' 1:\1,11-.. '11 till' IlIlJJll' ':J~t 1::-. tJllllI~: tn"I...ltld .. It 1 .. lfl'IJIl'J,d I,." 

llol' hl.'vl! f:."".II.llc·lIl. Iht.' buut.. lIel'c" allJ Jl"l""" Ihv ":') ·\'''''i'.''I'I",.1 
tI'~1 )"" 1"",,,,·,,1 1.,,1 AiI~lhl. Huu~, "huulJ IJl' ",.dc .",., LoI>ll' II, 'II',''', 'IT 
fur UI"II"'" "','~l"', 1c-,IJlIIll l:ltitell>, ,mJ 'Ul'ulb~r, of l"II~Il·':;. Ihl' NA,\,\, 
lu, l'~"ll'l'lc', " 1"l'l'dll'J C1I1J eU!:t'r lu Jl'l iVl'r ':UI'I,·, I" l'n'r), II,,,,,,k'l • t 
Lllll!!!'l'" .'IIJ I" ,(Il1lllld il lubb)'lnl! l';jmpall!n railing lu, it Sl'lldtl' III\c·:,tl~~II"" 
IlItU the ,llt;o,k, but Iltl' ASSUc'LltiulI IllC'''S IJlIU~' III :.IIlII,lc·1I1 '1'1,1111 It)' III 

Ire ,:ffc-,IIVl·. Ihl' N,ltIUII,JI Cuul1dlllflhll!'.:hl'~. IS ,lis" Il·;olllll)! Iu .. "rJ '11c'lI 
iJ .:allll',II)!II, bill ,I lal'~e lIlullbl:1' uf boul..s al't.' lIt.'t:J,·d tu ',uppurt SUl'h ,III t·t'ful t. 
SC'Vl'l'id Illfllll·,lllitl IIIl'lIIbet's ur Vel'l'l'aIlS' ~I'UllpS al'c' C.I,:C·I' 10 !,l'll'""ll' "II 
illvcst Ig,11 lUll bUI, i1~;Jill, thl'Y la,·I<. sufflde'llt h"u~:i lu I.l' d·t'l','llll·. 

LJllfdl'tllll.lIl'iy, ullly ahuut I~,(JUU buo", hilve Ill'l'lI 1'1'11I(C'd ;111.1 Ihl' I'llhll,I,l" 
IS IIIIWI II III!; III 1II1Jt'I'Writc' ,III)' further 1'l'UIIIUtlu,1 or d"t, Ii)ul lUI, 0111.1 I:, 
':UlltCIII oilly 1(1 fill Iltt.' fl· ... UI'Jl'I''' Ih;lt ,u:lllagc' 'u 1't:1,C'lI';Jtl' Ihl' AIII.', 
,;al"I)'li~1I tu :'lIl'l'l'l':;S tht' buol.., (Till' buu\" is so hal'J lu 1111.1 Ih,lt .II I c',."\ 
mtC' dC':dt"r nt":tr SC':ttt iC' h:t:;I:tC'= :I:::bng :tnu b~tttn;:: $Oti tur "1i;nt"d ""'pn'''. i 
lht: l'ultll,ht'l' It'n'lIlly ol'llcl't'J a tillY third pl'intilll! III I111 l'.\I,IIII,: 'nul·' .... 
Withuut )'"Ul' IlIullcJi:lte anJ VIH')' strung support, this will I'l'uhahl) I'l' thl' 
last 1'1'1 lit IlIg ,111.1 tht, 1Juu" wi I I SvUlI vall ish, 

A~SJul.!.. 1'!I""~!It:.l·-,.!!t.'I~i dcst'r .. .:s yuur suppurt Ile..:auo;l' I I IS ';'II,,,hll' vI' 
..:hangin6 AJlII:ril·:tll upinloll about th.: lIIidJle l'a~t, lsL'l·1 ,huul.! lIut be 
pel'luittl'd IU "'I'Pl'ess thl' stury. A really su1Jstallll,,1 "'Vt.'stlll"111 In til," 
uuok, sudl a,; the Ill,UllU or IIIUl'e ..:opil's that ... e disc:us~eJ last Sllllllllt:1' , l.'1 
help tu l'v,'rCUlIll' tht' I sraul i LalUpai~n a!:,llnst tltt' h"v~ ,IIIJ c',J11 1''') 1I,II,d",lIlIl' 
dividends til y"U ill IIllPI'O\'~d pulilic: ul'iniuli. 

If yuu agre~', I'Il'ast' ..:all we and I Will help YU'I I'l,le'l' ,III IIrJcr With thl' 
I!r"atest (>llssihle Jisl. ... ction and VI'i"a,'y. 

¥uurs very truly, 

I',S,: 'lhl' i"lltlishl'1' has lIeen totally unwilling fl'l'lII tla- ~t.ll't tu suppurt 
any tl'avt:l fur Pl'Ul:lUt ion of this bool<. beyund Olll' brief t rip to Port land 
1'Ul' whit.:h hI! piJ.iJ $n, 11e ell ell ucdillCU to pay fUI" my WiJ.::.hillgtull. D.C •• 
triV last year t.J appear un the nationally syndkuteJ l.any King ShOll, anJ 
I had to pay all thuse CXptHlSes myself, As a rl'sull, lIIost of 10)' prulUutiulI 
has lIeen through 10.:a1 uppearances alld allout 5ll huul's of tdephun.: ~ntCl'Vle\os 
'l..:ross tht.' .:uuntry, The r"action in every case has b':t.'11 very Llvul'abl.:, 
with nuny listl'lIel' reactions of angel' that the stury IS Ilt:ill~ ..:uveruJ up, 

!.luring DIy travels I hav" lIecome acquainteJ with Professur Farhat :IUJch at 
thl.l University of Wa~hingtun who has been u big hl.llp in gaining attentiun 
for the lIuu" and has madl.l slime iUlportunt contacts for we, l taJl,l.ld with 
Dr. Ziaoeh ju~t IIlURll.lnts allo, ano he asl<.l.ld me to tell you hdlo anJ to Kive 
you his lIt.'st wislles. 
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wi th supply in March, April, May when the demand for the book was heavy. 
Two Georgetown bookstcl't\e and downtown Crown and Brentano ,tores gaee the 
same report. All described the book as a good seller, but difficult to 
obtain from suppliers. Suburban stor"" on the other hand. generally claim 
nevtlr to have hi tlld of the book and claim it is oat on thtdr lists of 
available books, wh1l~ suburban libraries all report long waiting lists to 
borrow the book. 

During this period I was contacted by t~r. llassem Mouallem on behalf of a 
middle eastern publisher interested fn translating Assault fnto Arabic for 
Arab publication. I gave him yair name and nllllber and those of Bob l.escher, 
who I think is out of town this month, and suggested he call. 

Next I was contacted by George Tanber who is one of two men interested in 
n~king a movie of the Assault story. Tanber asked why his offer was 
apparently not taken more seriously. I told him quite frankly that he would 
be taken seriously if he offered serious money. He replied. "Oh, is that 
fill? I have iicees~ to very s1!rious 100001. 1111 go back and make a new 
offer." Tanber talked to me two or IIIbtte more times durfng I11Y visit and 
renewed this promise to make a new and substantial morley offer for film 
rights. 

At the Pentagon I met Dick Hobbs, who is book ar.quisitfons editor for the 
U.S. Naval Institute. Ile said that Assault is one of the best sellers they 
have had at the institute (850 slles at last count), and that they would 
probab 1y keep the book on thei I' li st even beyond the usual one year peri cd 
which ends in November. lie added that if Random House should let the book 
go out of print, they would hope to pick up the rights and would keep it 
1n print indefinitely as a Naval Institute Press book. 

Just before I left town I talked again with Senator Abourezk who feel sure 
I can get on both the TODAY and TOMORROW shows. I will work on both those 
shows through the senator, who is personally acquainted with the hosts. 
Also, there is some behino-the-scenes movement with Phil Donahue, who I am 
told is coming to Portland soon and would be in a good ~pot 10r an interview 
with me. Finally, I have a very firm and enthusiastic offer to ~ a full ho.r 
of NBC evening television with Torll Braden !nd Pat Buchanan on my next trip to 
the east coast. I also found considerable interest in other local radio ar.d 
TV shows that could have been exploited if I had had more lead time. but 
these could be handled in anY future visit. 

So. as we discussed on the telephone. I will work ~o get firm commitments 
from anY of those shows possible. and will keep you advi~ed with a view 
toward having enough time to produce ~nd distribute an adequate supply of 
books before any national TV appearance. 

In any cate. you should be ~eeing some orders in responso t~ mY efforts of 
the past two weeks. The trip was a gamble with about $700 of my own money. 
I could ill afford it. If you should decide that the trip was worth the 
money. I would be grateful if you were to decide to rl!1mburse l1li. 

With very be~t wishes. 

P.S.: The average daily high temperature in Seattle has betn about 65-. Weeeel 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



Dils MOINIl .. AND Tal.UN. 

POBOX 9)/ lll~MOINH.IOWA )())()4 

Au~u.t 4. 1980 

Hr. Stlnlu White 
9.ul ~.1n-t. e+n-- f. f "':, n {')I 
Vermi 111011. S. D. 57069 

Dear Mr. whites 

Think. to ,our phon~ cal I a couple of weeks a~o. 
I found our reviewer's rl,vicw (;f "Assault Oil the 
Libert'" and ran it Yesterda,. AUdust 3. 

I wish I could tel I ,ou what happened to the 
review. but I ~uspect it was a combination of 
circumstances that led me to ~isplace it and then 
for~et about it. The reviewer produces a di~antic 
amo~nt of cop, and oft~n for~et& to check whether 
his stuff has run. He filed the "Liberty" review 
on January 28. 

I'm ~Iad you called. This i& a book and a review 
that readers should know about. even at this late 
date. I enclose a copy. Than~& atain. 

y , 

lIYufJ.n~ 
Editor 

, . ' . \ 
l. 

'~' >' 
I~ • , 
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1 dill , .. nitifl'J ill rL'spomll! to yuur inquiry ot I\Uqust ), 
I'L")dnJi Il') ~It'. S tepll"fl :jl. John's letter eU'lcer-ni n') tllL' 
Isr,lL'ti ·jtLlck upon the' USS LilJel'ty in ,June, 1967. 

r..!ul:!itiull~ ,i!JUut th':'s incident huVLl arisen frL'qllelltly 
UVl'l' till' '/""1';, 111 l',,!ti.l'uLll-, til" ('hlrq,' th,\1 '1';1,\,,1 
LlI'jiliL'l'.Jll'ly dlLIL'ked the Libt.!rty hds L.een rdis"d J 
lIUIIIDL'r uf lill!es. ThL' LlL'partm8nt lidS no infut'l'wtion to 
sUDstdnlldLe this .t1locq.ltion. 'l'h .... NilVY Court of Inquit'Y 
"'1_ 'p"l ',I ,,",,' • ..; '!"-I.t t" j,'." ",-*,,,, • .," .'A",' [ ... \ .... , q.,"~ ; t 'L-_-" .u~_ ~ .~~.~_t::.""t __ • _ _ tl'1:" -;:or _t'=1~t':. __ 1'1 ___ • __ tt t .. "I:'l't :l' 

hdd insufficient iflfurJII,ltion to rallke a judllment Oil tllL' 
t'",<lsuns why [,;r,I\']i dil"~ruft -.lnu mutor ~orl'L'uu bUdtS 
JLtdckL'd ttlL' LiD"'l'ty. The eoltlpletLl recoru of thdt in
quiry, dS well dS 1I10St uther off ici.ll dOl~LUllunts on the 
illcident, huv,-, 1Jt:L'n rllJdc uvail.lbl,: to the rulJlic ullder 
dIU F~eL'dolll '~i Infut'lIl;Jtion !I~t. ','he unly documellts re-
1I;<.Iinin'J cldssified ct"dl with the as yet unsettled claim 
by the Ullitt!cl States dq<linst the Government oC IsrLlel for 
compensutiun for the physic-.ll t1L111:,IlJe c,\use~ to the ship. 

The Llttack took pl~cLl during the 196~ ~rut-Isrdeli 
war, a ti\l~e of frenetic activity and Great cO:lfusion. 
In the <.Itterm<.lth of thl! attack, till! Israell.H (jf!"~red 
ass is tance to the disabl ed sh ip. The Governr.lent of 
Israel il1ulludiiltely took full responsibility for the 
attdck and stdted that it was due to an error on the 
part of its armed fOL-cLls. 'l'he Isrdelis extended inunediate 
.J[Julo'Jie::; for the ,1tLlck ane! pnirl in full the claims 
submitted by tile U.S. Government ill connection with the 
deaths and injuries tu tile Liberty crew. 

As I mentioned abuve, the sale remaining clainl is 
for the physical damage caused to the Liberty. The 
COVL'rnrnent of 1st-del has agreed tu negotiate compensation 
for this claim. 'l'he Oepartravnt is presently completing 

The 1I0nordble 
Edward M. Ken/lcdy, 

United States Senate. 
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"l'II~;1I1tdt IlliiS 

IJ"[,dltlllt'1I1 uf 
[,0;'; i t I <'II, .Hld 

I 'Ill: I l ) Sill " : 

- 2-

wltll tilL' Ih'tJdrtllll'llt ut lile "'rt'd;;url' dllJ tlil' 
lli,' I'.t'.'',' to prl'I.),\I'~ till' U.~;. 1ll''lUticltillq 
Yll' L'X~h"'t ttl lWl!in th'!>;l' IIl'lIllliatiulIS :-';U·.)II. 

\ '-r-
Sincerely, ( 

\,,))1(1'",-/(( -,·,·r 
J. llt'ioll I\tlwod 

1\;; sis l d 1\ t SL'e l"v t~\ II' 
fot' Cunqres!;; iond 1 1\1.' 1,lliullS 
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Senlor Editor Linda Price 
Han tam Books, Inc. 
666 Fifth Avenue 
rlew York. New York 10019 

Dear Ms. PI'lct!: 

17 Hovenber 191'0 

seattle author RetU'aeFlynn (The Flying FltnnS, Seaview and 8antulII) 
sugoested I wr1te to you to propose a poss' 1e Bar'am reprint of "IY 
Random House book. Assaul~ on the L1beLq· 

Assault on roe tt~er·ty is now tn Q secohd f7riftttft4} aM! tOOtinll iH9 to ~el L 
The book has had ozens of very enthusiastic reviews and is receiving 
increasing publicity and support. It has been endo~ed by four United 
states senators. two former chiefs of naval operations (including one who 
presided over the cover~up which 15 the subject 0" the book) ,aand two 
prize-winning authors. The book i$ widely praised both for its factual 
content and for th6 quality of writing. 

Seyroour Hersh says of the book: "I've never read a rooee graphic depiction 
of war and its effects at sea." The Hartford Courant ea 1 ls Assault "a 
balance between The Cruel Sea and Mlster Roberts •.• one of the finest 
aeco ..... sof contat at sea." The Washington Post says. "The writing 1s 
first class." Several reviewers have called the book "gripping," "excitlng," 
"coll11e111ng." and "riveting." 

D1ck Estell, the Radio Reader from Michigan State Unherslty, can read only 
about a dozen books a yeftr over his 42-statlon coast-to-coast radio 
network. For readabillty, drama and action, Mr. Estell has chosen Assault 
on the Liberty to read on the air in lts entirety commencing January 6. 
19B1. 
Several rladers have suggested to me that Bantam would be an ldeal paperback 
publ1sher for this book, and I certalnly agree. Have you considered this 
book for your Bantam serlel of war books? 

Please call me at 206 788-3519, or cill Cheryl Marser of Random House at 
212 572-2446 lf you would 11ke to see ~ copy. 

I enclose some review and descr1ptlve mater111. 

S1ncerely, 
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LA'" jIc, '1 
When YO\& wet. o. the .Alu Uns Ihow a fe. 1I0~1 the ago, I "'Ill 

workin~ the nite Ihift. and I ulually li.ten to hi. show. When 

I turned the radio on and hllird you talkir.g I had to eell and it 

wa. a pleasure talking yith you. After the articll of ~y Intervi~w 

one of the civilians that was O~ the ship and now reside. in 

Coluabi. Md, oalled rae at work and talked for a few ~inutes arlJ 

he gav~ ~e your address and phone nurablr. I helelve it was 

Mr. Hlankensh1.p and for the life of lie 1 aa not sure that is who 

called. [loant j your book to a relative afil.1 1 can't look up his 

nalle but J ara surt! you know who it is. lit! mentioned that you 

hall"8 had aany offers for talk chows and the possibility of a movie 
. - . 

being .ads out of th8 book. This would be a wonderful thirlg to 

happen. It h\l::t \:Ieen along tirae since the inc ident and I alii glad 

that what had happened and Maybe lIany unanswered questiontl will 

coae alIt of the book. 

I hOI~ you can read my typing for I have never really aBstered 

the IJ.rt of typins enn when 1 was doping dittiu8l1Ss. Chief Smith 

used to tell ae to pl.as~ try and atop raaking strike overs all 

the ti~e. I willnever f.orget hill and the others. Maybe someday 

there can be a reuinioa of 80raekind held, I llOpe the article 

wasn't wrong and that aaybe it helped in someway. Please let lie 

know. I will look forward 8omed~y in .eeting you it you ever 

cOile to Balti.ore or the Wa.hingt?~ are~. If you do please call 

Area codl. 301-945-8569 Wrk. jOI-992-2207. 

Sincerely, one of your shipmates, 

Donald J. Lundin 
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BIIJ. B .. ACLEY 
... ..,JeRKY 

WASHINOTON. C.C. 20510 

October 29, 19~9 

Hr. James H. Ennes, Jr. 

 

Dear Hr. Ennes: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding 
Bill HcCollum's invitation to review "Assault 
on the Liberty." 

As much as I would like to read your book 
prior to publication, the demands of my 
legislative schedule make it impossible to 
do so. The Senate is now expected to adjourn 
late !)~cember, allowing little time for any 
reading or activity not directly related to 
my Senate duties. 

The materials you provided are extremely in
teresting and, when time permits, 1 am 
anxious to read .. ur account of this unfor
tunate incident. 

You have my very best wishes. 

Bill Bradley 
United States Senator 

BB/mge 
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Perhaps with your publication, individuals involved in the events will 
come forward with more 1nfonnatioll. The Naval Institute proceedings 
intends to publish a review of "Assault on the liberty" in the March 
issue. Unless the reviewer co"vnents adequately on the questions I have 
raised here. I intend to submit the suhstance of this letter to the 
proceedings for their "comments and discussion" section. 

Very truly yours, 
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~lard'l n, 1 ClOO 

Hr. Josl2lJh C. Ll'ntilli 

Dual' ~Ir. Lontini.: 

'I'his is to (01101'1 up our tclc'phonc cunvvrsCition 
o( Narch 26. As 1 rne:ntion(,d, WC' c:ontilHlI" to move: 
ahci.1cl in prepLlriltiom; for sett.1 i WI our clai III 
with the Government ::>f 15r<101 for cOI~lp(>Il~;ation 
for <.lamCi.,;!c; Lo U1C USS LiLcr L¥ • The Dc.' .),) r tr1c n t 
has consul tr'd wi th tho Dq.'C1rtlllcJlt of tho 'jCl'/Y <Ind 
the DI.!PCll tllll'llt of the 'l'rp:ISUl"Y, uneJ '.<112 pLIIl soon 
to l.ll:!<jin ollr discussions wi til the GOVl'l'nml'nt of 
Israel. \~j! hO!->l' to reach i) si\lisfi,iclc.,,:y ae1l"Ce
ment on compl'nsatioJ) Hith the J!;rClelis in a tiJTlo]y 
manner. I will be glad to advise you o( the 
OlitCOP1C of our negotiations onel! they arc complcte. 

Sincerely, 

.. ) 
o 

~ ,." -. 

I .. . 
, 0' 

, ,J,I I,'" 
l '''. ". . _ ~ '" 

Edwin Cubbison 
O(fice o( Israel and 
lIrab-JsraeU A((<li 1'5 
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SYNOPSIS - ASSAULT ON THE LIBERTY 1 June 1979 

In June, 1967, jet aircfeft and motor torpedo boats of 

Isrul brutally asaau1teu an AIIIerican Naval vellel, USS LIIlI:RTY. i/l 

interntltional waters off the Sinai Penins!;la in the ~Iediterranean Sea. 

The attack wu preceded by DIOre than six hours of intense, low-hve1 

surveillance by Israeli photo reconnaissance at rcraft which buzzed the 

3hip thirteen times. sometimes flying as low as 200 feet directly ovuhead. 

1'IIe carefully orchestrated assault that followed was initiated by high 

performance jet aircraft, WaS followod up by slower and more maneuverable 

jets carrying napalm, and was finally turned over to lethal torpedo boats 

whichb'1asted a forty-foot hole in ~le ship's side. 

The attack lasted for more than two hours,-killiug 34 

Americans and wounding 171 others--and inflicted 821 roclret and machine 

gun holes in the ship. And when LIRERTY stbbbornly remained afloat despite 

her damage, Israeli forces machine-gunned her life rafts and sent 

troop-carrying helicopters in to fini~h the job. At this plint, ~ith 

Sixth Fleet rescue aircraft finally enroute, the Government of Israel 

apologized and the attacking forces suddenly withdrew. Only then did the 

identity of the as.ailants become known. 

Details of the attack were hushed up in both countries. 

I,rael claiMed that her forces mistook LIBERTY for an Egpptian ship, and 

our government quietly accepted that excuse despite evidence to the 

contrary. Then our government downplayed the intensity of the 

surveillance and the leverity of the attack, and imposed a news blackout 

to keep the story under control. The official verlion is that LIBERTY 

was reconnoitered only three times and then only from great distance. 
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LIIlER'N SYNOPSIS • pagl!! two 

The American people were told that the air attack lasted only five minutes 
" J'</(,L C ~.c:r't /)(., "",,]) 

and was followed b~an immediate apoloaY and offer of assistance. 

Now, after more than twelve years of research and dozens 

of interviews with government execut i.es, mil i tary officers, and LIBE:<:iY 

survivors, & former ship's officer who survived the attack reveals the 

inside story of the assault on USS LIBERTY and of our government's att8mpt 

to keep the truth from public knowledge. 
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Item 13 

::iYNOPSIS 

A::'SAULT ON USS LIBeRTY 

In Junc, Igu7. aircraft and motor torpedo 
boats of Israel attacked an American Naval vessel. 
USS LIBERTY, ill international ~aters off the Sinai 
Peninsula in thl! Eastern Meditenanean Sea. The 
attack was prccl!ded by more than six hours of int~nse, 
low level surveil 1 ance by photo-reconnaissance ai r
craft wlliell bUZIl!d the ship thirteen times--sometimes 
flying as low as 200 feet directly overhead. The 
carefully un:hestratec.l assault was initiated by hiEh 
pl!rformal\l;e jet aircraft, was followed up by slower 
and n.ore man<.!Llverable jets carrying napalm, and wa::· 
turned over to lethal torpedo boat<; for the kill. 

The attack lasted for more than two hour~, 
killed 34 Americans, wowllied 171 others, undo-in 
addition to Lhe torpedo duma~e--inflicted 821 rocket 
and machine gun holes in the ship. When USS LlBI!RTY 
fJiled to sink quickly, Israel i forces machine-gunm:d 
her life rafts and sent troop-carrying helicopters in 
for the mopping up. At this point, with Sixth Fleet 
rescue aircraft fin.llly enroute, the Government of 
Israel apologized and the attacking forcel suddenly 
<lithdrew. 

Detuils of the attack were hushed up in 
both countries. Isrilel claimed that her forces 
mistook LIBERTY fer an Egyptian ship--and our Govern
ment quietly aClepted that excuse despite evidence to 
the contrary. Then our Government downplayed the 
intensi ty of the 5urvei 11 ance and the severity of the 
attack. and impu:.eu a news blacl<out to keep the story 
under control. The official version is Jhat LIBI!RTY 
was reconnoitered only three times and:only from great 
dist~'lce. The American people were told that the air 
a~tack lasted only five minutes and was followed by a 
:.ing1e torpcdo and an iuunedinte apology and offer of 
assistance. 

Now, after marc thun twelve years of research 
aild dozens of interviews with Government executives, 
lUil itary officers, and LIBERTY survivors, a fortler 
ship's officer reveals the inside story of the attack 
on USS LlllEKTY and of our l;overnment' s attempt to keep 
the t ruth from publ ic know Illdge. 
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HI October 1~"A. 

1\1111 Bell, R'JIlUl1r Service llt'l't. 
~ATIO:· .;. F.'1QUIRER 
LOlil~ I 'rida 33462 

Dc[}'r r1l11: 

I aJ" '0 .. \ that a story in N!'t'l6H.l1._ENqtJlIU;1{ during 1966 reported a 
p~ 0: ,'r.y, I'robao1y by Jeanne Dixon, or a mishap or disaster at sea 
abr·', :1 U. S. Novy ship. This storyrlleportedly appeared during, or 
jur. ,: ~ ow months before, Novllmber, 1966. 

CUI :~~ verify tltut story, or provide a copy of it? 

I eaclose a strunpod, self addressed Ilnvelope for your reply. 

Sincerely, 

James M. Ennes, Jr. Ja
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July 8. 1976 

I BI:I nrt gratetul tor your de'.sUed letter ot June 29 
about your enoolDlt.l' vlth Tlto Howard. I ban be1U'li notnUlg more troll w... 
or ot h1a, lout I he;l. juat sent hiM the 18tter & copy ot which I enoloae. 

~~ ~1>~od~O~t o~e~J!1JMt 0.= ?1'9: ~~~·~~lb. btLa%~s~ed 
eUy of J;\Ul8Ura, tlie "r nort~1'D l~.) 

IAt me \mow i~ you bear«" IUQ" 1101'8 about tbu. and I wUl 
certainly do the 8a1111. Unfortunat.ly I sa ott tor a tour or dut7 1n Lebanon 
a1'{.~b~~~ut ~~t;,~:xt weok, but '01111 ~ reoeiving aU here 1n Atlleaa &8l\1n 

-- g1nO.~Y~: 
/ c "/ I 

/ c 

Jom 1:. Cool., 

,~ 

( (~~ / 
Enol, &1-. 

/ 
\ .~ 
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17 Aloxanuer [;outaoo ~treot~ f. theM, Grocoe 

Il.t. 'i' Ho I i ownrd 
L;lllU :".ti l'L'O.lllctLUtl 
5 .ie.HoU ." <it, LOllL.Otl 1 

I Ii"!! pUll:.::lo(.\. and :l9tonishod to 10 rn fl'0111 Lt •• 1:n»lr. 
JW4Utl j', •. ,;;IIOU, Jr, in . :[ltJ'li.llbton thnt you vbitad him "rY! roprotJ9llte<i 
t\\I,\t YOU i.a .. I hdi ;.1. !\,;L't:IU\;;uut to co-author 1\ hOOK au thu ~il)(l.i.'t.y; 

.,,1 .'lr,.::! ~'urthor that you 01 L\}l\.'\1 to ~ aUL IAUk with II 5 t6 
tilL! '. Y:Jt ian ,\Ill Jdl:::.·',or on that lxwiD. 

',S ,you ,,'111 N:l..J.l, \i0 hall. one conVGrtJ ~ion 1n \1 .1ell 
.Yoy, 1;1,".~iull·~'1 iOlU' l'iL.l PI.'Ojl·ut uu" ',;0 iJvtb ilt.'r'·,,>U H lo~ud :-J;lk.) ;, I,OOtI 
'\)00;,;. 

'l'ha1. Wil~' th!' ox Lent 0.1 :Lt. '~'h ':co \II~'" /l. VWX' , ny .. "TOU;!!Ont, 
. ..nu fl.J puo) Lhsr, J.On.;II<l::fl 0..' ot .ur, w,.a I)Vi,r eo;:tnctl": by ,'e or. tnc 
:; .'J·:.:t. 10'1 hllve no ~'i,ut 1.0 uoe my 11<l1li0 "9 you hOLVC (lOtllJ. },,11I you not 
~Ollu bO, I wOIU: Uavo .. d,u,.a.. you 1 ck vita tbo lll"OJl:ct I. iel: 1. cL·L·t,.illl: 
,:v.!.'''tl .. via:.:. 

I ~'d tur:. to th2.t '.;0 r_1VO no .. 'TC!C."IUllt L\l ,:..!itw _ ')()Ol 

.O""ijt.t ... .: .. l}..:. :Iou ~1.'G !1'Jt "uttlQr.izoo to !Jay tlO 01' uae I!fY n.'l'!\f.I in 'flY .. my 
in .. 'Jl,Y l,·'Oj ck j'OU :'''''-'1 b:: canto£!!;ll" t ir.c, \Jhcthnl' "lono, \li th ,\ nthon.Y 
1"O",J.'lJ1ln or ...oll,YOl~ vll>":. I \.,,,,~:o.; t~l<\t . our on(;stJrt·::',' \iitll Lt ••. "l'. rulO:l 
'Jus uot :.. :,) ,1.... ..,1 th othcl"C .• 

John Y..Jooloy 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



Ii"UMC ~H. IQAHO 
ua .. nCAll. We»n. 
J • • INNKTT JOHN'TON. LAo 
JAin. """'JlnK ••. G4L 
'~YO k. "".-,u.. ~. 
JOHN ou.,... 01110 
.lC)t.l1to ttONt. ';..A. 
DAL.. ~ .. ,.( '" ·\111111 .. 

pAIJI. ~. ,..,....,. ~L 
CJ,J'l"OM) P. HAHUN, wvo. 
....",.. o. HJ,YP1.!..D. OM" 
JAW.,,.. Nt CL,lJa,. IDAHO 
OIwn " .•• urn.&TT. OKLA-

O.IV' .... II..U c.A.UIOt. ""CI,fJ", ClQl,.lNItt. ANI) .,. ..... DlMCTM 
WIULA ... J. VA14 ..... , CKta:r Ca..dG. 

Lt. Conmander James M. Ennes, JR. 

Dear COlllllander Ennes; 

COMMITTUON 
INTDltOq ANO INIUu.. A"AIRlI 

WAIIHINOTON. D.C. :'~5'O 

Mal'ch 22, 1976 

Whil e I am not fu 11 y famil i ar with the stOl'Y bei ng don" by 
~r. Tito Howard. he has a5ked me to assure you that I would attempt to 
do everything within my power to assist you should your willingness to 
legally provide factual statements to Mr. Howard be used in any way to 
jeopardize you or you:' career. 

This is something 1 would do for any citizen and will nost 
certainly do for you should the need arise. 
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Sunday June 11 

fit Nancy alld Brooks, 

JudRln~ from tile corles of ne~~ rple~'l!s tllat have heen made a~~II~hlp 
In the State~ I I"JI:~~ vou kno',J tl,,1t V" hM! /I rllth':r bad dllv 0"1 the Ath. 
fir§t, I'," fl'lI!. StilI II littlp j'.'O'rv at hearln!' loud '\ol.es a'ld ~tlll 
pooped, but otherwise "IOlle the "'orst ror wear. Sorry I can't "/IV thl! 
same for so~p nther thl! oth"r~. Tllr!!p offlcer~. two chieFs /1,\(1 abn~t 
thlrtv enll~tecl 'nen ~ot »Illed. ',Itdl over /I hundTI'd mon' wp.rp l"luted. 
1 was damn luckv. I ~ot so",e frdl~",entq in my left arm and cllurht one 
s,"al1 piece of metal juq to the rll·ht of "IV tll'ht eve The e'''~ Is red 
lind puffy around th .. edl'cs hut that'~ all. 

1 spent most nf mv t l'"l! on the hridec wi th the '~artal II "'hi Ie thF 
attack "'liS ('oinl: on. ,Ie ",ere I'r, 1'\',' 1,1 t bv at I{'/lst two planes lind tlnee 
patrol craft. One torpedo ~llul'ht us on the stllrl'oard s IeI'. '.Je ~topped 
today and had a fleet tUI' send so''., nlver. nver the side to ")[1\'"('11' tIle 
damll~e. A hell of a blr holc ... m'.Jch Hl'(~er than "'e thoul~ht. It 
. easlIred about 23 (I'et acro's und 3'1 reet fro'" tor tn "ncto"l I'o(nl' arou'ld 
the curvature of the hull. ',:e were lucky that "'e dld'l't <i"k., ''''e're 
Roln~ for Malta under our own po",er a~d will he put Into drvdnck tl,ere 
to get patched up ~ell ~nnuph to vet h~ck to the Statr~. H~pe this 
won't biKe much 10' "'r thAn a m""th. "e are b£' i. "1l' tal(e'l vel'\' f'or.d care of 
by two d ·~trovers. one of ·,.hleh ha~ 11'1 ncs classmate on it. th£: flept tUI' 
and out"ol'l~ ·,all sE'rvice "'ith the aircraft carrlers ,v·\E?IC,\ ann SAR.\:'0CA. 

The de~trovers didn't arrl\'~ untll the mnrnlnr aft~r the attack 8"d 
seelng them "'8Q one of the most heautlful 'iehts I've ever seen. ,Je had 
learned ~ometlme around sun~at the evenln~ of the attack that Israel had 
sald they had made a mistake and wer" ~orrv. Some cnnROlatlon to tho~e 
who were needlessl" I(illed and ",ounded. 

It's Rettln" late A'ld one of the ,leQtrovE'rs ls comlnc alonr sldl' 'non 
to take and receive mall. "l{'OICAI surplle~. etc, ~e arE' also expectl"" a'1 
Admiral and his stllff at 1 a,m. (it's nnw Q ,}.In.) and 1 have the "lid"l"ht 
to 4 a.m, brldee watth ro'"ini~ up. I've had tIJO falrlv rood nirhts of sleep 
nolo' but went for over fourtv hours with no more tha" tIJO ~·mlnute 'laps. 

I'll ~et YOU more details a5 tn repair procrdss and return tlme to 
the States as soon as 1 can, TelllVer"one 1'", fln,,,.just ju'llP" and tired. 

/cz,of! 
I 

/"', 
XaL~ Ja
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Saturday June 17 19b7 

Hi Nancy & Brooks, 

We pulled illto Valletta, Halta on '.Iednesday with two Navy ships al elcorea. 
A formal Board of Inquirv mat tl'lmediately to piece all tbe fact3 about tbe 
incident tOl!etrer. 1 was the fitat witness because /\dmiral Kidd in~hted thot 1 
go to 8 hospital to have my head looked at. Tht! Britis\) doctor said for r.le to 
corue back on Tuesday, so tIe tiny piece of IIII!tal that is trere poses no threat ••• 
lame with the few fragments 1 hllVA in my arm end fingers. 1 feel fiJle and have 
caugLt u[' on my rest. '"e went ir.to a dry Jock :.Jednesday afternoon and t\,e 
workmen are patching up hole'J like Il1.:ld, The R?-,c:lrch spaces have been al-ost 
cleared of confidential 'Ilatfrial (lnd work on patchb~ the large hole will 
probably start ~Iondny. All "he bodies were found, It rr-ust have been a real JDeS& 

down there. 
The Captain in charge of OUT repairs insists that we will be out of here by 

July 3 B"d we are fig~rin~ on two weeks to return to the States, with an escort 
Ihip. 

1 finally received a lotter from Paula today written tI,e 12th aayin~ she 
knew 1 had been injured, but not seriously, and tr.at 1 ~all still on th .. L'SEII.T'r'. 
Sure was comforting to here tbat she knew the score. Even thou~h mail comes in 
here dally, tht! servire has stunk. Hope you got the first letter 1 sent you while 
we were still on the way into port.. 

Sorry 1 couldn't have been hone on the lOth. raula and 1 would have enjoyed 
goi g to Cass R.R. wit\: all of you. Perhaps later in the summer. 1 will probably 
ctay on the !lhip after we get back to NorfOlk, so that will mean plenty of ahore 
duty a: d that'~ fine with me. 

w~s glad to h.sr that Jake G. has gotten back from Vietnam and in one piece. 
SOUnd9 as if re did all right for himself t~-ere, what with his Bronze 3tllr. 

The HUler's pool sounds very inviting. H.'pe to have a chance to try it out 
before too long. 1 appreciate hearing all these little tidbits and "ave enjoyed the 
clippings very much. I ima~ine that tl c Americlln press has been rl"vinr. this 
incident t" the hilt and rightly so. The ~latla paper yesterday had" '1uote from 
Newsweek ~CJ.ying thut the attack could not possibly have been an accidt!nt. '.Ie aren't 
allowed to talk to reporters until the Board of Inqu.ry issue~ a formal statement, 
and that might take !leveral months. I have my own opinions and will discuss in 
detaU \I;t.e.n 1 get back. 1 won't be too happy to !!et back. 

All of ~he men who were injured and flown to the U~S A~SRICA arL doing okay. 
50"".e of them staved on tre A~EiUC:" some went to Athens and others went lo 
Cermany. A Cter Chief Carlsen leit 1 hed :l9 men. Three of these were killed and 
14 were wo\;nded badl" enou~h to be flown off. That left me with 12 and two of these 
have to help in the galley. 1 wi~l be v.ettin~ a Chief tomorrow or ~~nd4Y and about 
15 Seallllin betore starting bllek to the Stat... '.J& w111 return with a skeleton crew ••• 
almost all of the Research Dept. will be flown back in several d'""I. After coming 
thil far, 1 wouldn't mis~ riding this baby back for anything. 

Our room is IItUl not back to normal ... the keys on my type,-. iter arl! rusted 
fast. thl! overhead light is stUl out an,1 the nolci in the wall h:lven't b '-., 
patched yet. TI'e hole in tllt: cd 11.: g hilS been \.,-lL!ctl \·,'...,e\'er. I'll !"ct reimburlled 
for the t'pewriter, 5r.oes and clott-es th.t "'ere J""'8t.;ed. The water that leeped into 
the reom from the ceilin~ hole is gone. 

Broo"s, 1 never eKpected to be in port on Father's Day ••• that's way the cnrd 
was mA11..!d'lO early ... so let me 8~ain wish you il LaplY F.lther's Dny. Sure am r,llld I'm 
abte to wish you onel _ " ' . 

.... 
, 

"'L- .. ll.~"""" 
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Sunday 18 June 

Hi 1'&ula, 

This letter, and the ('n~ Yr'sterdfl'l, \lere written on tl'.e Deck Di!pt. manual 
typo.:\Jriter wbicl bas also 8uHured fro", eiq:csure to salt wuter. 1 can't make 
any margin adjustments. (lne <;1 ell come into the office and one of my men was 
injured by it. Later water I,eaked tr.rou~h. 

The picnic today WRS okay, but a \'cry lonel" WUl' tn sp@nd fDt~er's dDY. 
\,'e left at 10 o'cloc~. 1n an old 35 foot boat and headed out of the harbor til a cove, 
where we arrived"about 45 minutes. \Ie anct>ored blolt the wind Dnd the waves loIere too 
much and the anchor wouldn't bold, so we turned around and ccme back. The Doe 
ann one of ehe older women got sick because of tre :l to 5 foot swells cnd '.oI8V£S. 

The Doc had had a bad nl~ht last ni~ht at tbe cocktail party. We tied '"p to 
• jetty inside t' e harbor entr~ and swam, sunned, ate and drank alp and wino. 
1 really ,ot some rays. -

1 had the stitcl'as cut out of Illy head today and there will bt! little, 1£ 
any scer. 1 still h8v8 the appointnent Tuesdav at a local r.ospital and they miAht 
decide to let the metal stay in or tl ey mirht cui: me open ag.Hii. TIle swel1in& 
has gone down conSiderably but is still noticeable. 

We got baik from the picnic at abOI t 5:30. I ate, cr.an~ed into my whites. 
and caught Do liberty boat '0 tt.e i)"n3. 1 spent about an lour t'_,lkinu til their 
First Lieutenant and tben Fran~ ~!1l1s sl-owed me h18 spaces. I'e' s A5IJ off Ice!" 
(anti-submarine warfare). I got back t" ti,e ship at 10 after buying film and 
cigarettes from the DAVIS. 1 have been smoking loIep.ds since the afternoon we \Jere 
hit and \". "e stowed down considerLl~ly, but ,",I\en't quit yet. Frc.n\; said to S;ly 
hello tv )u. 

I ~~t a lettp.r from you and a letter from the Lakes. Dee is a real nut. 
She mentioned that you sent them a teleJ:ram about me after we were attacl:ed. 
Sounds like tre Cl;lFrers will be in our storp!n~ ~rounds soon. 

About 10 of t\ e "e5earc~ ,eoFle vi I' l:c fl: 'n_ : c::,,'.' ';'~-',rrow. 1 ~ot a 
Chief on board this morning ••• just t-l'd time to intro,bce myself before goine: on ~he 
picnic. I:e said I e I~"S re::irinr, in about three months, but r.c'lt be around loni; 
enough to )!et us home and sql:ared away. 

One sHft of workmen worked today. They were pounding just outsid!! our reom 
at 6:30 this mornin)!. which was pretty damn disgusting. Tomorrow they'll start 
patching the bir hole. 

What a rotten way to spend father's day. 1 didn't want to be with you two 
at all. After all. you ami Tr,1cy are tl:e two reasons this is mv dey ••• r.ope tl:ut -next Y',ar it can be .~ day. I Laven't been too busy since we !!ot into dry dock 
and the time 1In't going very fast. I want to lIet home and soonl Thanks again 
for tre fatl-er's day cnrd. Tell Tr3cy 8!:ain that 1 said tr,llnks for the father's 
day message. Love you two whols bunches. 

...:;..-
• 
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ItEI\1EMHER TIlE UHUtT\"~ 
II) "iclwd 1\, Smilh 

rn",rlud_dJ 

rhe LIS r-;,\lY's ('mill 01 IlIquiry "hieh ill\nllgaled Ihe ~\''''k 1""I',II11I~ llie ,1!11,'Ie I ,,'"I,"I<"d ,,'\el,iI ,<II",'" 
ill! a( k u po n I he /. tI,.., II ,I e a ",d a rel'lll d 01 700,,,,,,, e 1',1 gcs, ,,,"l 111"11 \', Ii \I ;1\' Ie "II I .. ',II d I lie 1 "" r II .-\ Ill< 'II ~ tli,' II I "," 
hUI ii' conlcnll"IIC' Illlh:h I!> bc d"ired On it, fat<' il \Iould 1;lIne'''' I III"" II h,' \Ii" Ih,' ,<II "et "I I Ill' dn'l dllllll~ Iii" 
wemlhallhe (OUrl dlJ nnl \I"nllo lind oUI "h) mu,'h, On III\llnlll~ \\,lllh ,," th,' d,lI "Ith,' :I II ,Id. , !>lItlH' d,',IIIled Ill, 

Ihe "ther hand, ilmll,1 he appI,'eiillnlll"'l metnner, 01 Ihe 
COlli I twa I ded I he /.11",,,.1 Illf ,hore 01 C) Pili', on SlIIHLt) I he 
Illh, three da)' aflelthe allack, and \Iere 011 hnJld during 
Ihe Ihrec-day lIall,itl!> Malia \1 here Ihe ,hip "a' dryd('eked 
and Ihe courl formally (oll\ened, ThiS gale Ihem plenly 01 
lime 10 conducl infolmalion inlerrogalions of Ihe :,hip's 
"Incers and men, Thc,e inlerrol!alions rnay he leg.tlded as 
"audilions" 10 delellnine who would appear hcfore Ihe 
(ourl'S sessions in ~blta, II was dilli(ult 10 e,\elude (>llicers, 
lIu I rna n y key e n I isled me n "e re nol ca lied 10 g I\e Ic,1 i III 0 ny, 

fflli 0 Mi"l;lir" 

I n Il.'lrO~Pl"t:t. it \c.,'\.'IIl' i.l\ If t hl' ~:nurt \\ ~t' t pr n hl'l \\('\.'1\ l \\ U 

imperalive" Oil Ihe one l,alHI il \"" IlIlIlIl[ h,llllld til th,' 
""\Y 10 'l'e thai (erlain b'" olth,' d"fIlllill~ tillth \\etc pllt 
into It,,: rc(old ~o IUllln: gl'lh,,'r'ltlllll\ \\iHtld g~·t III \I H.' \h;Ul a 
Innt III "no 1111"01"'" \\I,,'n die) ,1I1;iI)le<l the Ill"tel"" 1111 
I,helmelle,; "htle lin Ihe olh,'r halll' Ihe Illemher, 01 the 
,',)UrI We'e dUI) h,Hlnd to ohe) the III,tlll,'tIO'" "I thell 
polillcal m;"ler, III Wa,hlll)!IOIl, I> (' I he re,ult " a 
,uan)!dy ,",oldeled elm'ulll,'nl But "hile Ihe ,'o"rl Illl)!hl 
he Interpreted 10 h;l\e heen run h) a hunell 01 Illuddlin)! 
fools (which Ihc) Ilere IIOt). it, lecold doc, nul 'U)!!!l',t Ihe 
wor t, ,II willi nl! ~ na \ c' In '" ,'u nd u,i on' till' c \lU rI d ed i ned 
10 offer an opinion Ih"t the allOlck \"" deltpnate, hUI il 
concurrelllly refu,ed to accepl lI.e nOlion Ihal it ".11 a 
"mi!r.la~C'.H 

It was hopeel thaI lilY ."tide, puhli,hed in the 4 1"'''

offi(ial 1"" .. I'fdllll:-' 01 Ihe !'-javal In,titute "ould rdal' a 
"l1l1:s,agc" tll Ihu!\t: ~,,\y (Ir CX·S;'l\,Y prr!\uml who \\lOre 

illl'ol,'e\! in ""lle "'peet ,,( the / jill"" A(lilir .lIld who had 
lurlher inforlllalion to ,'(lnlrihulc, lelling thelll Ihal aftcr 
dCl'en yea" il W.lS finally ,ale 10 contC forward and 'pcak 
Iheir piece, In Ihe 20 month, silll'e its publicaliol1lhere havc 
bl'cn 14 lellc" 10 I he ed it or , on I y t h rec or Ilr,,:' cC' 'llrihut i nl! 
n<" informalion, On Ihe olher hand, six Icllers w.le apulo
gies for the Israeli Mmislake"! One oflhcse was wrillen by Ihe 
Israeli naval allache in Washinglon, D,C. 

Very often Ihe prinled news media, usually newspaper 
columnists, seize upon articles published in whallhey inva
riahly describe as Ihe "authorilalive" /l;al'al Inslilule Pro
cf't'dillgsIO make Iheir conlenllhe suhjecl ufa slory, BUlthc 
/.il".".\' article pas,ed ignored, in ,rite of a conccrled efforl 
10 givc il maximum expo,ure, AII-in-all, respunse 10 Ihc 
article was mo,1 disappoinling 10 a\l who were concerned 
wilh it. Howevcr, durintt 1919 il hecante re4uired reading fur 
all midshipmen allhe Naval Acudemy, 

a ...... i\l.tiU.:l. 'lll'IL' \\,1'. ~I IUllltlf ;htlitt th;tt hl' \\.t' "lltln).! i.1 

hlh\~ ;tlll~lIt till' 111'/1/1 111\.111\ lit. hut I V •• I' IIhllllt'd til hI..' 
... ~t:I'II\,:~1i \1.I:I~ Il.l\all.'!!ll.l"'" \~hl.l h.I\\: ;t ~lHHI bl.IPk 10 

\\lill..' .... ,~ 111l':~ ;tit' t!PIIl~' III lit! It. hut \l'f~ !l'\\ (lllhl.'IIII..'\\,.'r 

do, In thi' H"t""ee, Illl\\,'\er, Ill, ,kertll'''111 \1.1\ tll-
10 IIIltkd, I'll".' V;" ,illl:,I) t,.~H)g ,,111",','allti,'''' to ~l"p 
hi, Ploje(llI"tlel "','I" '.lntil h,' Ictlleel 1",", thl ",,\\ Ill' 
h"d !!"od "',,,on III 1e"1 Ihat II h" lit"",,) dl\ln oeLline 
~nl\\l n in hl~her el"ilcl"", h" 1Il,II'll'oipl mi~hl h,'(ome 
suhjed to"IClIC"," a "llphl"lIi'I1' lor (l'n"",hip, 

Whelll'llne, Fllne' Il'tH,'tI 1"'111 the ~a\) In Ihe ,-,"Hner 
("Ii l'fN R;tmiom Hm,'", "1,t',,,I~ lint! ri!II~' "Iuuf ~uflic> uf 
h" h"iI~ ;" .. iI.lhi<' 11I1I1Id''''II\1,II) 11I,1110'I',I~" ,1· .. /lI11 (III 

1h,' I,}.,'r/I Ihc' lru .. SIC''' ,,/111 .. 1\1<11'" ,(II,:,/' ,'" <I" 
,'( '"0" ,11/ /" II' 1/ 'g ,'''c,' SII 1/' I H ""d 0 III II oil 'e, ~ I :' 'I ~ I. \1_" 
in the hOll' ,1011'S It I' an ""TIIe,,1 PI"dUlI. "Ihe ,,""t 
IInpll(t~lllt hl.lll~ till'" ~l'''r.'' .Il'\,'llldllig III I hI..' 1I.l1tl1. 1 rd 

( 'PI"OIlI 

I",idrr\ \'i~" 

WhCle'" I hOld 10 \\llIk lIilh Ihe 1';11 cI ulI, "Icelced (hul 
n~\ellhclc" Top SecrCllIlltil t1n'I;""lled). tr"I""lpt "I lite 
cour\. En:te, ,,'" Oil ho;"d Ihl' /"','rI' , a parti(ip"nl in and 
I"iclorn of Ihc "l'lion, Ill' had Ihe rnl'"lillg ""tch during Ihe 
intensi\e Illadi prc-altal"k "ir ,ul\cllI""l"c 01 Ihe ,hip. and 
he \\",,5 lalcr 1I111he hridge when :he Israeli, slll.,'k ;01 ~ pm 
The inill,,1 "ir .lIlads Icil him badly ""lll,kd, III the ,'Xlcnt 
Ihal he was hospilali/cd for a year Ihereafter, Fnne, \las not 
an ordinary Sa\'y line olficer, he "'iI~ 01 Seculit) Group 
ornctr, a Illernher of" spccial corr' whose uUlie, h"l< k" III 
do wilh Ihe l':al'y per ,e Ihan Ihe Illi',silln of the !'-jallonal 
Security Agel1cy (SSA), Ihal ",ol',r ,ecret"' nrgani/ation 
which \\"orks in Ihe realms of radio cOllIrnunicallllll, ·:kc
Ironic transmissions, crYrllll!"'phy, cryrlanalysis, among 
olher relalcd Ihintts, From his unusual posilion he was 3111e 
10 ohlain somelhing of an "imider's view" of much of Ihe 

episode, 
From his hospilal \Jed in Naples, lIaly, Enne~ gave Ihe 

courl of i n4uiry a deposilion which described Ihe mornintt'S 
inlensive air surveillance, There were 13 overnights of Ihe 
ship, (lne of Ihem 50 low, al an allilud~ of aboul200 feel, Ihul 
Ihe roar of Ihe airplane'S engines ralllcd Ihings inside Ihe 
ship's bridge, Some of Ihc jel fil!hlers circled so close Ihal 
Enncs c(lud see Ihe pi 1015 silting in Iheir cod_pil~; wilh 
binoculars he could have idenlined Ihcm if he knew Ihem, 
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1'1"lIs,' sIllY ill tllllt'll ,Jill, and 1,,( lilt' II"HI' 11011' sal",; V. II , I."t lilt' 

kllll\\ il I Illi~1I1 b" (It SIlIII" 11,,11' 1(J you llllli I'll ""I'lllillly ~',i\'t' 
il III) I).'st sllot, 1 KL'l'l' thinkill~: it "Illy l.ib .. I'ly had b .... n 
alla,'kt'd b~' Slllll""IlO' tit 111'1' tllllll ISI'llt,1 witll til.' SHllll' 1"I'I'jlll.' 
!'o'sult'" SOIlIi'thilll-': 11101''' would lIav,' IH"'II t!1l II , , ill tit" 'lflt'rllllllll, 
HUII"\'''I', 1 'Ill pl'[)ball!~ WI'lJll~, Bull till 1'1,.·1 willI ['I'!'lainit\' 
tit'll yOlll' book w.)uld h.' a IH'S! sl'll,,1' by IlIlW Itad llloso' 1"'1'11 1111' 
l'il"'Ulilstallc,'s 'llld 11111' I-':ialll sIPI' t()wal'tI b .. lt"I' IlltUI'I' 1"'I't()l'lIlall t 'l' 
by (1111' Il.ad,'l's w,'ul d 1I11\'" IlI'l'lI t akl'll, 

I dOllt kll(l\\, 11'1'1 It.,!, you al'l' a dl'illkinv, Illall PI' Ilut, I alii, alm""l 
lliv,1l1ly at l',)cklail tillll' and Illy !'irsl t(llliv,1I1 will av,aill b" 
to tllost' Ill'nJi.' dl'ad !'!'UIII I Ill' filiiI'd \'l'Sl'lIl' lIlissl[)1l and III)' St'C(lntl 
I\' i I I Ill' t () yo UI' S 1I ['" I' s,~ wi I II " J\ S S u J lUll t Ill' L i 1)(' I't Y " and y [) UI' 
tutul'" \\Tiling, Ilt>yolld that I s{'l<lom \'I"ltU\'(> aIlYII\()I'I' ;lI1U any 
I\'ay toasls al'l' !'ol'v,oltt'n UI'Y[)!1l1 two, al'l'nl tlll'Y? 

[(j~8u Hos t \,<1 t a II it I 
POII'll "', ea 920(),1 

(Sinel'!'l y, 

-e \~Ul'l:l~ " 
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"AUL N. MC(;LOSKtY. JR, 
..... b..al~'.~ 

c,:.uM"" ~ •• ON 
uO\llHNMlN r l.wt HA' IUHf (Ol1grtss of tbt UlnHtb &tnttl< 

JlOUlt of l\rprtsrntntibrl 
RlaetJllIgton . • ,~. 205\5 

-""""' .. "" .... 
M~HL""'N' MAf4INI 

AND .... ~U.HI ... 

Ma t c h 1 (j. 1 t) B 1 

w i lI~ur Crane EVl'Llnd 
21.301 La r k l' 1 1 C' n j"IIll' 

La s All 0 S. Cal if a r n i a <) 4 02.1 

Deu r B i 11 : 

'l'hunks for Assilul t on the Li IJlnty, I hope 
you won t t mfni.fliiy--Keeplng -i C- SOTOlHJ • but I 
hilv(!n t L had time to get through it as yet, 
'lnd find it extreli\ely interestif1<j r-0il5iilg. 

best, 

PAUL N. McCLOSKEY, JR. 

PNMcC:ill1lc 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED .. I B!! RS 

1Ut(.~""'IV''''' 
Vw' ........ ' ... b l lull, 

(jV", 1,'1, 1411 

{"tiN":' Q" .... . 

tvI U ... ·" ..... ~ 
.... l»ALI(; (..u., ......... "'j~ 

(1111 Ut , ••• 
(4VI) I/t-"" 
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1,-

Nt'. I{uiwn. n. Luorni:; 
Vic,' Prf)si.ll'~llt I; r~KucutiVf! Editor 
Randunl House, Int.:. 
:~Ol l':,nt 50th Street 
tlt!W York, Nl'W York 10022 

DC,H HI', Loomi s : 

On July 13, you sent a ';upy of ASSI\UVl' ON THE 
LInERTY by James Enrles to AJmiraL Daniel V. 
Gallery, c/o ~oubleJay. • 

Adfuiral Gillery died a year and a !lalf ago and 
his widow gave me your book to read. 

'1'he boo}: is one of tho most 'jraphic Jescriptior' 
of an attack on a Navy ship I have ever rt:.:Id. 
The political cover-up rivals Wateryato. It is 
not 3 pretty story, but one that should be told. 

I hope you give this book the widest distribu
tion possible. 

Sinr.ercly, 

~i~og. Q~ 
urigadier ",eneril1, USHeR Ret • 

• • 

• • 
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5')'T£ eOQ 

9115 CONNECTICUT "'VENUE 

,'\!; HINGTON, D C 20001.> 

Octob'''r 30, 1980 

ML James M. Ennes, Jr. 

Dear Nt. Ennes: 

Enclosud ~;.; .;;n ..:m<:!'.H'"S'='!f""'fH: fer U l\.:;s<'u 1 t on 

the Libel"ty," which I liolJe will be u~eful. 

Sincerely, 

• 
A , l ' ;' . . "... ~ I - .. , J: w. Fulbright 

EnclC'sure 
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J • M.' 'I  Jr. 

Captoin ~aul f. Carloll, JAGC. U.S. N~v)' 
I.leputy A"(lItallt JAt; (1IIve.tigatimll) 
Uffice ot the Navy JudKc Advocate ~ner .. 1 
lOU Stovall Street 
AlelUllldr ill. Vi rglnta 2l JJl 

Ilear captain Carroll: 

1 hMve received your letter ~ijjU ll.l:IY:I!~OU~YO J~ Jlln IYllb. 

CO", 
I ~OI!bruar)' IYllb 

1 wrote orl,lna11y to Senator llanhl J. I!vana becaua!! prevlou ... c, 'Ins hoa 
youi' urn,,;; n • .., be .... Ct, .. ,,1 ..... ~ \H1u~4freroql_ 1 u iurry that Jour lett,,: 
111 equally evaalve and doell nut addrelll tlw que~tloll. that I have ._~ed. 

!.:aptdn Carroll, ay letter to SIInator I!vanl did not "allege that there il !'u_ 
evidence contrarl tu Ithe findlngl at the U.S. Navy Loun ot Inquiry Into the 
attack 011 the USS Liberty. I" The whole point ot ay leUer 11 that the 
t ranlcr 1 pt of t hat Court ot lnqul ry contal nl nu IIV idenc!! w;latlloever tu IIU ppon 
the \.:ourt '. key Hndlngs end a gr.at deal of evidence to relute thea. 'fhill ill 
a violation at JAG regulations. Under nonaal .1rcuasullces that report would 
not, could not, and Ihould not hall. been approved. It 11 tataUy t Iltwd. fhe 
o!ntlre United St.t .... (;o"er!1ll8nt, frOil the \)epartMnt ot State to the Whit. 
Hous •• nd the lkIited Statell Navy point to that report II the .:onclul1ve and 
official laat ~ord on the USS Liberty .athlr. Yet it 11 ('le.r thst none at the 
defendera ot the report haVtl taken the trouble to read it. Hy hope it that 
__ one in our goverllMnt will do that. 

Ourlng .y .11itary c.reer I have on leveraL occallon • .erved aa .. aber and 
senior M.ber of Navy board. and courta of inquiry. Aa a result, 1 have been 
lntl .. tely fa.iliar with the JAG Hanual a. regarda .uch panel,. ~,~ of tt~ 
require .. nt. which was always proalnent in .y aind ill that findlng. ot fact end 
opinion .uat be .upported by evidence (lnclucHng tenlaC1ny) and that the 
evidence .ust be included in t~. report of the proceeding. In other word¥. 
findings of fact and opinion .u.t hey. 10 .. 10lical relationship to the 
evl4eRCe reviewed by tbe panel. Mhd a perlon leter reviewing the r_port lhould 
be able to llnd the evidence. laanted, so.aone reviewing the file .. y ftOt 
attach the .... weight to indivtdUMI Icrapa of evidenc~ that the board did and 
asy even disalrae with the flndings, but he .hould be able to flnd ao .. 
evldence, howeve .... 11, In lupport of thl bOard'. fladlDlI. In other words, 
flndln.s of fact Ind oplnlon .Ult 10lically proceed fro. the evidence, thay 
cannot be fanct~ul e. ba.ed upon polltic., co .ad influence or soae WIIi. of 
the panel. La the ual1kaly Ivent that the panel ignore. itl l .... pon.ibil1ty, 
thea reviewlng authoritie., lncludlD1 JAG • .uet I .. that the record i. 
corrected. 

NoDe of thet happened hue. 'lbe whole point ot .y letter and othen by .y 
fruetret~ .bipaate. is that the Court of Inquiry file in thla call doe, DOt 
contain one Krap Clf evidence in aupport of Mveral kay iuuUnce, IMtc eoat&1u 
aueb to refute t"-. Anyone revtew1.nc the ."ideDce cODtalHd In that fUe 
would ioavltably re,~b e conclualon DO ~rtaln kay polnt. quite oppoalte of 
tbat rear.bad by thls Court. 
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TIMIM are noll the un.upported ,"d fancitul vl.w. ot a dlallruntl,d aurvlYor. 
rhat uplnlun ut the (;ourt lit Inquiry tUe "a. '.rl.1I1al1y IIt~.n til _ privately 
by .r. otHe .. r thell on tt ... JAli neadqunten Itaft "ho atudtect thit ftle tn deuil 
a. part ut h1l uttlelal duty. Hure recotntly anutnar 'Iutte ...... tIlT Jllli IItHe.r 
"udhd tn. (11. In ':epth Illd reacnad tM a_ conelu;-Iull. '1'1". tta" •• I" h~L, 
are .11 ubvluu. that they juap uut at .nyone who talLe. the tl_ tu nad th", 
t 11" • 

• 'lIr t"ltalH:e. ",he" the liport waa t 1 fit co .. pleted III Londlln, l'IIl:UShAV!:.U\( 
'.Attalra! t\cwln) .. lLad hl •• taft le.al IIttlur lthen-wptatll HIIr11n Startnte) ttl 
prepale a lorwrd1111( IIndona .. nt. llut wpt lin Star tnl! towld the report .u 
tilled "'ith erron al,d eontHen th.t he (tltuaed to prapar. tha endora •• nt .lId 
advhad Ad.lral !icwtll to wUhhold the ra"cHt unt 11 ttw fla"" could 1M! 
ulIOvad. Apparently baeau .. ot prea.ure trU4a Wa.htngtOll, Ad.iral McC4111 
19nored tlw adYiee and lil!nad tne U.wd report. rIM! leg.l ott leer h.1 told _ 
,ha~ liii wee 50 CiJ.ldllll,d tlet ~ e!gkt * luo¢hred with fhtl ilWdilli DUCt: \if 
_rlL th.t h. wrote a p.rnond latur to nil .. nlon at JAIi 1III"lall1tllll the 
c1rcua.t.nee. and ,H ••• aoe;'.tin, hi.'aU trOll the raport. And thi. "' .. not 
1000e young .. v.r ielL. HIIr 11n Star 11lK httlr bee •• Jud,e Advoc.te L<.!IIU al ot rh¥ 
Navy and retired •• a re.r ad.ir.l. 

Wt.n the report re.ehad JAli, it va ... en to '* 110 dot.ply llawed that .!,\L "a' 
ceapelled to prepare .It .l.o.t unprll(;adanted 31 p.ge .u_.ry "holla IIbvloUIl 
purpole w •• to .tte.pt to gI0 •• over .0_ of the r.port '. uny IIhorteor.1nlll. 
The t !eltl.d report "' •• ultl .. taly approvad by eNO and the IWIIY n .. 4Iver Itne¥ 
bUndly inll..tlld that l:NO'. Ipprov.l ....... the r.JlQrt ~leK.l" and "finlll." 
Th#t .. y be l ••• lly 10, Capt.ln l:arroll, but th.r tl.wlI .rl11 eKi.t and ar. 
evtdant to anyona vho l ....... th.r ti .. to re.d tha report. I!yen Ada1, ,t "'hoa .. 
Hoorer, who a. ~NO wa. ralipoallbla for tbe [aport'a ulti .. te approval, airel. 
today tnat It 11 .. ~ioual y t lawd and IIhould 1M! reinyeat1g.tad. 

Fin.lly, 1 .u.t addra •• your clo.in& .... rtion that th.r findingl were .ada 
• at tar • carebl and thoroulh conlideration of .11 th~ lnfor.aUon .v.Hable.· 
That 11 not 10, 

t'or in.t.nea, 1 WI. ott ie.r ol tM deck dur in, IIOlt ot the .. vall hour reriod 
l ... dl.tely preeedina th.r attack. trea.y hO'pitll bed in Naple. 1 lant • 
lworn It.ta .. nt to tlw Court delCrib1a& tM Itlady 12 knot ",,"ci, the freely 
11Y.R~ fll8. thl a&tanaive low level reennnal •• ance and oth.rr lLey det.l1l, My 
.t.te.nt "". reu1vad by .nd ra.d to th.r Court ot inquiry. Yet.y .tata.nt 
" •• not _ntered lnto .vldenee and ~. not .. ntionad aoywh.rra 1~ thl record of 
Droeeedinili. one.uat wonder vhy, Could lt have baan o.ltted bec.u.e lt 
dilagreea 10 .tronlly wltn thl Findinal? 1t.. r..oval, for vhatever rea.on, WIG 

lrregul.r aod iMproper. 

n .. court reported. Undinll of f.ct or opinion that the AMrlc.n flaG .. y have 
hung 11.p .t th.r ... t on • VincUa •• d.y. tty .ivoru .tat ... nt and tl.UlIoOfty frOll 
.av.r.l crew.an .. id otharwile. No on. and ~r. un. Icr.p ot Ivldanca .upportl 
tha finding that th.r flll -.. y have buna 11ap.- Hut, .ore iaport.nt, .nyona 
\IbI) 1.1 aver been to ... ir.ftOIile tb.t Couru ot laquiry MId never .pecul.tl 
.bout weather conditione. The ... ra recorded IVlry thirt/ alnutl. in tn. 
I~lp'. ",.thar log. Tbr ",.thar log vel .v.il.bll and wal rlvlev.d by the 
court. 1t lhoWl 12 ILnota of vind .. crol. the deck. But the court cho .. not to 
enur that loa into tne rlcord. One •• t _cler vhy. Like ay 0'"" l'Iorn 
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t"IIU.,IIY. waa the WOttttl",f 10K ll1nured tMtcaua .. it conflict. ao IItron~l~ with 
tlw Hndlng./ Whatevn th. relilioll. the te.o".; '>1 that log 11&. l.propt'r. 

So. CI!lt.lll (;61rro11. the hct 1. thlt at Irllt two .... tMtu 01 ),our ataU and a 
r4ft h.d JudM. Advo~at .. lieneu I ot the Navy Mv," .11 .... vt.wd that Ill ... 1It1 I~ve 
found it •• riou.l,. Ihwd ..... ly~IMI nvlewln! t.l .. tUe wU1 lind .lw .... til"'. 
Vet your ufUc4f continue. to pretend th.t the lI.peror ill tully c1othfod. 

l'h. point h: tiM! court did lIot heAl all the ev1d.nce. oJld IIUt, -ivaiu.te all th. 
eVldenc. 1t he.rd. did not obutve thot relluir" .. nu ot the JM; "'IU&1. did not 
anure that 011 1 II Undlnga arte .upportotd loy lind c{,nl1,unt with .vldencl! .-.nd 
d1d not producO! II .aU.hctory 1't,l)()rt. 

1 .. c.rtain. tor lntttancl:. that you (;ould not have wd tten thl! ll!tter you did 
it YIlU had ulLe" the trouble to .K .. ll1. thllt t11 •• 

Y.:H+'t ~ ~ ,"'M rlulv)!IHlble ~uon un YQyr itlltt to nvh .. " the tHe I 
particularly with II view ~oward findinl! a,. le.,t ao". 'crep ot evidence. 11() 

•• tter how .... 11. to ,'upport •• ch ot the Bnding.? Won't you let -. tht U!:iS 
Uberty V'-lIran' .u.ucilltion and Sell.tur I::vana \l.II"w thot r •• ulU of th.t review'l 

Slncefltly. 

cc: The Honorable IH1II1.1 J. I!:va". 
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nn IlbRAlty m lONCIHSS 

Mr. JrllIIl'S M. tIIlH.'~, .Jr. 
l:;T~T;",. l-lu..:Ct.;..: NL!'oJ~l~ll\':l 

i. lJ. Ilu~ 'K'l 

Wood i IIV i I I,' ! .. h I Il)o!llill llHlli2 

FEB 05 1985 

Fir,! " 
.el'lyill~ l'.Jrl i,'r 
Ih,> Nt>"", 1,,1 I,'r. 

,.dl. P~\ldSL' •. Hl ... ·l-/' 111\' ",pl'l"'l~l\'~' t\,r nut 
(l yut!r ll.,'ttt·r ... d NlI\.'t'fl1lil'r 1J, l~Hl) .Juout 

Alth')u~h 1\,,> Llllr.Jrv "~I (')lIl;r,.", l,.\I,>, I, v,-n- \,-.., 

lIl:w!>ld t~rs. 10'", ,,,,'uld I ikl' to "'" i.I ~.Jlllpll' \d Vl,ur,. lor li,,-,,'r 
inspl't:[lon. l'll'~'::-'l' Sl'l\U th!' ~'lrt\plt· tU 11:\' ~ll\.'IH~UII. 

CUllllress. 

T!'.Jllk yuu illr yuur illl'.'C",l lit I h •. ' l.ibr.Jry ul 

Mirhad W. Albin 
Chid. Drll,'r \liv"il'n 
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THl: UNIVEHSITV OF lifOHGlA 
',t-HOOl Of l'W 

Mr. El iut H. Shdrp 
2 Muntdljue Terri!!!' 
Brooklyn, New ¥o"k 11201 

November lll, 19115 

If y~u t."j told me that you were talking dbout the CdSl' (If th~ U.S.S. 
Liberty ill ym,JI first letter, my reply would have been :Jlff£'rpnt. I rlt!'Jer 
accepted the I~raell expl~ndtion for the dssoult on ~he Libp,·ty dnd told 
the I~raelis so. As fdr as I ant concHned thH il1cidl'nt re-mair~ J biot on 
the reldt ions I>~twet!rl Isrdel and thl' Un; ted ~tdtes. 

Sincerely, 

~ ... ~. 
Dean Rusk 

ATHENS. GEORGIA :iOtI(Yl 
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COP)' 
HncJllIlI' lh .. dttack 101 .... illl IIl,clcJllllt. HUWVl!r. I h",\'~ til 'II' .. vidlllle. to 

'''I'poll thl" lindln)' lind \'AUCtl In the record to l'<!tut.· it. 

You \01111 tI.~n ,WI! ttlnt t.h<! tullowlf1jl vital qU"lIliollll 1t<1U-.1I Ullilflllw.,l'l·d: 

tho! 18\a~11 f>KCUII~ hall been ottlcially det\!nuined by till! ~I'artll\r.ot ot 
State tv b" untrul!. (Sollrct': 1.1 !M!pte.bt!r 1'11>7 repoll by St.t~ llepartlJlt"nt 
l.t'KII1 Allvlht'r Carl F, Salan8.) Tlwn-Sel:rt'tary ot Steltt! Otoan kUHI< has said 
I'ublicly 1Iidt I"" cOlil/lllt·r .. tht! liraI'll l'Kculll' IIntl'Ue. l,\.('yt(()n: Why then 
dot'S ,lur jloVl!rnlllO!lH litt II publicly IIIIVport lind rei y UpOIl t.hat CKCUt.;t!i 

Wl!btiOIl: Why did lhl! U.S. Navy pClbllbh 'liIlJIn~~ ot tact" thal art' 

unp;uPPofll,d by I!vidl'lIr~. jjlld \oIhy d()l.'b our guvl!rlllllent jH'(,l'~t tholil! t indil'oll,ll. 

w .. st!on: Why wI!re ~ixth nt!t!t I,";('U(.' (lircl"dlt rt!cslh,d 'Jilile tilt! Hhil' 'o/';b 

lItill under att .. n; jil!tl ,'ull1l1l1. f", h .. I:'! 

~~~!~fi; ~n1 ~b t,~ 4ti!~t*! ~.~li ~~~~~ Jiiia; ~r~d!y "~ ~urn 
tt!st.i1llOny ot t;urvivorH'l 

It you I:lik thl! UcpartUICllt of Statt! to COOUllt!nt on this Dlllttcr you 101111 be told. 
:Iii "th~rs hillm. lhat the dt!VllrtUlent hols "110 il'torUistiotl to substantiate 
allt!~ationll tllat {liniel del1l>t!flltel.y attacked the USS Liberty." That is not a 
lIathhctory reply, pal'ticularly sinct! 8ub6tllntllitin~ inforllUltion iii rt,adlly 
available in State Ue"artlllf.!lIt files and elllewht:(I!. 

'flM!OI! and rclated question!; cr'l (jut tor liIlIlWl!rtl. Won I t you look into the 
mat tt!f lind le t me Know what (:110 be done 1 

Sincerely. 
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• U .S.S. LI Bl':;HTY 

Hlan Whtlf'. ('haJmUl'1 

J,*,.,h 1.... ".~tO". ' ...... '«1..,11 

n,,,twl'1 (' .... 1 .. , '-'n" ''''''''''rnr 

Jo)'C. ... C' ...... ~.rHaI)' ,,'''''UN'I' 

"'ul N, We('I".I,,'Y, '-WOol ~d""'" 

Jam ... M. 10:1\0"" Jr_. "'''uria,. 
1',0, IluX 71'10, WOO()INVIl.U·;, WAHIIIN(J1'ON 

Ange li ea Le Ju ~e 
ells NEWS 
524 Wes t 57 St red 
hew York. New Yo,'k lUU1Y 

Uer. ~ Ms. LeJuge: 

3u November I Y!!5 

I ""<>6 privileged to see your ll!tter ot t'iOverube~ LU to Liberty Veteri11l5 
Association President Josl!ph Neadors. '1r. Headors is temporarily out of the 
country. I know he 101111 want to write to you directly; however, your letter is 

!lO di£turbiug tlUll 1 am compelled to !lend this illturilll Hlply. 

Ms. l.l·Juge, we tind your letter to ~tr. Headors even more disturbing than the 
llrat\litouG description of the Liberty as "mif'takl!nly hit" that inspired Hr. 
~tcadot!;' original letter. The liources you provide to justity that description 
do not justify it at al1. In fact. your letter is so very milill!ading that olle 
must suspect carelessness, incompetence or a deliberate c:ttempt to miliintorm. 
\.Iorse. one must wondt!~ whether your lett~r represents yout own st>lndards <;1 
research and objectivity, or those of ells. 

Firs' .• YO'J have quoted Phil Loulding out of context. H!.s remark on lJa,"e 1)4 
WJIl qualilied by "U-le could conclude--and 1 did--that [the attackers did flOt 

:(001.' they were killing Americans and h'ii'd"not ilct-;;(lw i th nl3lice 'Jr 
dellberation.1 Une could not prove it." "'hy did you omit those Qualifying 
words and selectively repeat only the portioll here bracketed? The underlined 
portioll which you chose to ignore changes the entire meaning ot thl'wntence. 

Mr. Loulding was ruminating on rapl~r. lie WilS merely speculating ahout 
possibilities ar,d reporting a C'Jnclusion ot his own "'hich he tr2ely tl'lls hi;; 
readers cannut bL justified by evidence. Yet YOll have present j lhis 
speculative temark out ot context as if it were d proven fuct. 

The same p.'oblem tlxi"ts in the next quotation from Phil Loulding. Here 
l,;oulding L !itill speculuting on posHibilities. "Histuken ,Identity perhapq." 
he tells his readers (emphaSis added). He is clearly not nlaklng a detinltlve 
claim that the attack was a r.!sult at mistaken identity; ile is merely 
suggestin'! that it may. have h"t!n. This certuinly does not support your case 
for "mistaken identity." 

You are correct in sayinl', tllat !>rolessor Vaughn llavis Bornet does present his 
opinion that no prima facie case hall ever been made for Israeli culpability. 
Howevet. you are wrong to olje that to sup;x>rt a calle for a "mistaken hi t." 
(Bornet's failure to prove culpability can hardly be 'Ised to prove innoc2nce; 
if we don' t know it the pot is blaCk. we cunnot reasonably assume that it must 
be white. Yet that is the logic you seem t~ be using here.) 

Ilornt't's research. like Goulding's, was snperfir.ial. Ilornet did not go beyond 
open sources available in libraries. Neither man interviewed 8urvivor~ ~r 
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other principals or I,ctually reviewed lhe Nworn tel;timony of survivurs. 
Nlilher man was aW(lre ot an official state department study which disr.lisses thl 
Lsraeli ex('use as contrary ~o American sworn testimony and evidence. The fact 
is, ~rote8sor Bornet has told me privately that, al though his limir.ed research 
did not yielll prima tacie eviden'~e, he did come to the private conclusion that 
till' attack was indeed delirerate. He did not publish that opinion because he 
did not "ave in hand the evidence to support it. (The evidencl! ill !Ivailable. 
Burnet jUlIt didn't find it.) 

Findly, your lise of the word "hit" is pain!' lly inadequate to dellcribe 7) 
minutes of air ancl n"val fire which resulted :n 1121 rocket and cantlon holes, a 
4U foot torpedo hole, 34 deaths and 171 inj ur ies. 

If you had chosen to check more carefully, you would have found an abundallce of 
evidence that the attack was not mistaken at all, and you ..... ould have found a 
great many peeple immensely better qualitied than (;ouldlng ')f 1I0rnet who are 
convinced that the attack was indeed deliberate. AilIOng these lire such key 
leaders of t!le H~ ;u: Doan R.usk, Richard llclms. Dr. Louis Tordella, Admiral 
Thomas Hoorer and AUmiral I;obby Lnman i former !il!nll,cr,; 01' Congress Adlai 
Stevenson, Paul McClolikllY and Paul Findley; Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists 
(;eor~e Weller, Philip lri!yelin and ~ymour .(er~h; C( lumnists James Jackson 
Kil patr ick and Georgie Anne GeYl'r i Atlmi ral Arle igh lIur~,e i I'd ze winning aut hor 
l)onllH Neff i authors ~oam Chomsky, James Ilamford, Stephen (;reen ,\lid others i and 
you would have found even more evidence and supporting material in my own 
prizew:nning book Assault on the Liberty (Notable Naval Boo ... Award tor I\lBU, 
presented by tt'll U.S. Naval Institute at Annapolib). liad yuu bothered to cheCK 
Associated l'ress Htories in the computer library available to you, you would 
have found publi~hed references to remarks on the subJect by mOBt or all of 
these I'p.ople. 

Ms. LeJuge, a 11 car! espondence wi th the Liberty VI:: terans Assad at ion, along 
with other pal>ertl of this asaociation, is destined for permanent Etora~e in 1 

major university library where it will be available to researchers forever. Is 
it your I<.'ish that your letter stand as tlw final word from you snd frum CBS on 
this subject, or would you perhaps ,: ke ~o reconsider whether you and ellS 
rea'.ly Wish to detend your descriptioll v!' t.lk! Uberty as havlng been 
"mista~enly hit," or would you concede that "mistakenly hit" was 1\ poor choice 
of w.Jrds? 

InCidentally, despite the fact that your letter tenaciously defends your 
original position, yo~ should know that shortlt after Mr. Meadors' letter was 
mailed to (,ilS, we received a telephone call from an individual with management 
responsibility for "Hiroshilllll P!us 4U Years." "We were careless," the person 
sltid. "We got (au~ht. We're sorry." The caller was unwilling to put that 
remark in wrHin,~, apparently because it was your re!lponsibility to do that. 

Sincelely, 

/ S I .IlID .. ElW, k. 
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Kr. Phillip F. Tourney 
Public Affaira Officer 

Octoher 22. 1985 

tfs:i U ftfR'!,Y V .. ~ .. ¥aruo A&3..~i&tion 
P.O. Box 283 
Arvada. Colorado 80001 0283 

Deu :,,, 11 : 

r appreciate yOUi' 100d letter of 10 October and, of 
course, will do my v~ry best to attend your 20th year 
reunion 1n 1987. 1 think we all must work to .OBUn! 

that. the American public become. complet~ly aware of the 
circulMtancell 8urrounding the unprovoklld attack on the 
LlBEIl ry. 

Waflle8t regardll. 

.. 

S!.c;;~ 

Thomas II. Hoorer 
Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.) Ja
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"meRIC"J1 

mensa 
Ilmttt::6 

eXG_ OFFr.CEH 
CHARLES I.;. SCI-l 1'.'- t NG 

Post ott Ie. 80M 120]4 
" .. n ••• CltV. MO b~I~A 

(BI6) 741-~ ... tU, 

'\ gJ 
.. not \uo poollt COOJ.",QUIO" of new ~OQk nAte 11101 we~t .1 ~t .. 11000"'1111 11\ lI'n I _i .IY~'I~~\ ., .\I\It'~. l""1' 11'.\ 

JaM •• M. En".~. Jr. 

ThAnk YOU for your app •• l on beh.lf of Jo •• ph M •• dor~· USS 
~l~t.¥ ~ac.i.l luteri!!it Group agalnwt the dtK1'lriOn to 
w1thdraw HIIn •• rllCOQnlt10n fl-ol1 th .. t oroup. AI> SiG. uttlcir. 
1 .... the person r •• ponluble for ItKt.ndlng .and wlthdr."'lnQ 
M.n •• recognitIon of SIG ••• 0 your letter ",a. forw.rd.d to III. 

for nandll ng. 

Ali you .r. nat • lIIellb.r of Hen.a. YOU IIltl" be unf al1Ull4r loll th 
the a,,'. and Ob .. lfCtl" •• of the orgilnlzat:on. ,.. .. 'H ... ,. an 
Intern.tlonal society ",hIe pro .. ote. r .... arch Into the n.ture 
of IntelllQIlnC". {o.te,.. tr,tl' de".lop_nt of i"t".,lllgIlflC. 
throu'" support of proQr ..... such .tII tho •• for QI f .:ed 
childr~n •• nd facIlltat •• contact a~ong peop\1f w~o h,v. 
d.lfIOn.tr.ted hI gh I nt.lll genee on a st.nd .. rdlZ ad tlf.t of 
~ntAI AbJlity. The orQAnl%Ation hAS nn r.ligIDU~ or 
POlltiCAl affili.tlon. And hold. no opinion ... ! Jpportlo no c.u.... It'. IIIIIM .... ar., of courloe. fr •• to hotd opini,JnIi. 
but Are prohibited fr~ r.prw •• ntlnQ thy ••• opinion. of 
!'IIIn.a. 

A. pArt of it. proQr;MI to f.cilltAt.. contact amonQ fllfiAbllrs. 
thw Ioociwt" furni.he. inforlll.tlon to Its ~enber. on 
recoQnizad .peci~l int .... t Qroup.. For a SlG to b. 
recOQnu.cj It mu.t conforlll to cert.ln I'ohei" •• t.bl1" .... id bv 
t.he Qovernir.Q body of the nation.l I'IM'I.A in IIIh' eh 1 t 
operat... In this c •••• the n.tton.l "-"sa iw ~rlc.n 
Men •• , Ltd. (AMLI. and thy yov.rninQ body i. the AAeri.~~ 
Men.A CO~ltt •• (AMeI. AMC h ••• dopted • policy whi~h 
prohibit. r.coQnit\on of Any SIG which oper.t.,. in violation 
of the l.w or the Con.~ituti~' of Men ••• produc .... profit 
for It.elf or it. coordin.tor, or act •••• political 
pre •• ura Qroup elth.r within or out.ide "-0... This policy 
I. con"i .tllf'lt lIIi th the pol icy 04 M.n.. I nternat i onAI • 

With r •• pect to the latter prOhibitlon, a political pre •• ura 
oroup halo b.1If1 defin.d •• any orOAnizatlon which .ee~. to 
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.1mt':l!tCAn 

mensa 
ltm.tcO 

a 1 G.. Clf:"'F 1 CE!·~ 
CtIl4RLE.9 U. l'ICH II Ll Nt~ 

Po.t 044 Il" 80K t 20".SoiO 
~.n~ •• CltV. MO b4t~2 

( B t to ) 74 \ - ~c;lb 

'I y, 
10 nOt rOil PQ()~lt COupoA&tlon 0' rtC\\< ~·Oll\( n.\te ,1/01 .lit;§t j n., 11I1O\'kl~1i Il~ 'llH -a..i j~(o'I~H '. l.\t\\t:~, 1I.m"Il'-.\ 

orq.,,1 Iii 1 ty, m.l1Iblfr.hl p for .nv pull t 1 c .. 1 PU'-f)o... Fr •• 
• )(chanQ. Llf IU ••• and If\fw-l1I .. tll~n I .. pM"'lattl!',t - I!'Vlm 

.nc.JU".QiPd -- but .+fo..-tii ':0 or ,,4111 <:11 Polltlc.l act!UIl iI'-'" 
not. 

Whit" ~r. M •• dor" .pplllPU 40,. r.coqnltlOll of th. US!,) Lib",.tv 
S 1 G h. ..... 4 u I I v ,n 4 or- mad Df "'." ... > ~ 51l; po I I c: v. 1" 
§ub.ltQuvnl pubIJcatlon. til. tlilrl1l polAtlc.1 pr ..... _u,. ... ljroujJ" 
...... d.flnlfd In <.O'WI det • ., ,.Jrg.nlzoltlon of 1.tllOr-w,..tlnq 
c.lftpalgn" lOla. ""lIcI4Ic.l' lll1ted ... a pOlltlc.1 pr ....... ur • 
• Ctlllltv p,.olliLut.d to r .Jcognll.d SIGli. O.~p) til bitIng 
Infor-m.d of tt". lip.ClflC prohibition. Hr. MIiI .. doni coJII16'd. on 
pag •• b .nd 7 of hi. Apr,l. lqB~. nv ... ~I .. tt.r- IVo!. 1, No.2). 
TOT ;; 1 vtt ___ -~ t,~~ .vu:! tell!OtiO"& c ilmpill gn on b~,iIo H c I hi. 5 
b.la.-f thAt .vents liur-rollndlnq the &lttac~ an the LIL~t", wiKIP 
delib.rat •• ,.ather th.n • ~l~t.k~. 

Nolth.,. 1 nor H.n ... holds .nv I')plnion conc~rnlng tnl' ""'!:lilt" 

.urroundinQ the .ttack on the US5 Labertv. N.lthYr 1 nor 
I'IIIn.a h •• .anv de,"r. to CIJIlQOf" 'oJr liMit .,)(pr~IOS10n'" 'Jf 
opinion on tha llIattar. HolOlev.,.. Mun •• c;annut comur O~Il!io" it .. 
pOlution DV If)(t.ndlng offlCl .. 1 rltcognit.on to • group ... hich 
includ ... among It. pur po"' •• the o,.g"nlzation of polltlColl 
.action if! !iUppo,.-t o-f ~ pOint of "'·1 ..... It a. -fo,. thl5 
rea.on, ilnd thi. r.ason f.} on., that rlolcognitlon of th" USS 
Llblifrty 51G ... a .. wathd,.- .... n. 1 must add that. group .I!tflqng 
to prolllOte the "mistak." theorv on the Ll bertv .ttac~_ In the 
•• ma mannwr ... ould be eauilllv inYI~qibl. for H.n9. 
r.cognabon. I fI'ld the implic.tions of your .tatltflll!nt. 
regardIng "cwnsorlihip· .oll .... h.t offlrn.lvif. and aliSU,.. 'IOU 

your int.,.pr.tataon of the r ••• on for ... ithdr .... l of the SIG'. 
recognition i. auit. Inaccurate. 

PI ••• e be advlli.d, as I'Ir. M •• dorli has b •• n, th.t ... e havil no 
intentIon of •• king that he .top op.ratang hi. group, nor are 
Ne trving to limit It •• ctivitie$. We .,.. ~implv .. aving th.t 
in operating the group .a a political .ction group h. haa 
dl.QUAlifi.d it fo,. "'.olia'. oHid.l recognition and rend9rad 
it ineligibl. for list\ng ali • recognized 51G. Ha \9 free to 
proCiot. the oroup thrc .gh p.id .adverti.ing in the /f(fos. 
BuJJ,tin, 11.'11 make direct cont.ct with m.mblJr~. if hw 
chao •••• and ... y op.r-ate the group in Any "'.Y hilt lilfe. fit. 'liD 
lonQ •• h. do •• not ref.,.- to it ... a "5pacial in~er •• t group 
of l'Ien ••• " U •• the ... ord .. ""'en ... " or "A ... ri CAn H.mla. Ltd." in 
it. nilm •• or .uQQ ... t .ndar ..... nt of ita opinion. ;and 
activiti •• bV ~L. W. mu.t mAke it perf.ctly cle.r that 
"'ensa. offer .. t .... group no support which could po.,nbly "It 
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Distinf~uiBhed I~U(:st!i CommandlH" 'l'an~~ill, LadieG & Gentlemen, 
I'\T~d most importantly, the di.stineuinhed family members und 

friends of these men, who are so nobly entolriued ,together, 
het"c in this hallowed nat ional c('metary, in which the 

citizenG of R ~reatful nation honor their fallen Presidents. 
stat~smLn, Rnd servicemen. 

This is Capt~in William L. Me Gonagle, U.S. Navy (Het~red), 
speaking. 1 was Commanding Officer, USS LIllER'rY at the time 

each of these men r,ave their lives honorably in combat aboard 
U.s ~ LIBER'r't. It is fi tting, proper, Hnd appropriate that their 

uss 
sacrifice aboard LIBERrY be so reco~nized, as it is here today, 
and as it will continue to be as lonz as our nation remains frel:'. 

Commander Tansill is to be commended for his tireless efforts 
in accomplishing this purpose. 

I believe the survivin~ crew members were inspired to redouble 
our efforts to save the ship and prevent a tragic situation 

from turnir'i~ into a cat<tstroph ic clami'ty, because of the supreme 
sacrific made by these men and twenty-eil~ht others who also 

gave theil' lives, while performing thei.r .:ombat clutier; aboat'll 
Us> T, dERTY', durinF, our awsome "lours of peril. 'i'hat the ship 

~emnincd afloat, and was not required to publish a much larger 
casualty list, was a tribute to the outstanding courage, 

uncommon valor, and devotion to duty on the part of each officer' 
and each man in the crew that day. 

'V'>', 
Each person servine: abo::u,,1 ~ f ''':H'I'Y that day waa recogllized by 
the Pre~ident of the UnitcJ State~, when he awa~ded LIDEKTY 

I"t, c:.tLW''s 
the Presidential Unit Citation for their combat performance 
durin~ and subsequent to the attack. I also feel that each 

share in the honor that was bestowed on me. Further, I am 
priviliged to be able to say that I had the siGnal honor of 

havinF, ser~ed with such patriots aSI 

Crmmunication Technician Petty Off 'fhird Class 
Jerry Uoss, U.S. Navy 

Communication 'l'echnician Seaman Larry Hayden, U. S. Havy 

Communication Technician Petty Officer First Class 
Jim Lupton U.S. Navy 
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In(lul ry and ttlt' Irt~rr1al vIews of HIt: State DefJt. on 

Israel's response to the ottc~k; ttlUt Is, their exoillfl

at Ion for tIlE.' at toe"',' 

S. I wou\lj have tu SOy r~0. As a !f1atter uf foce I 

(jon't knO't'l ~ow yoU hODPenerJ to tarqet me for' tIlt 1[1-

llulry, Can YOU tell me how IflY nOfl1e was brouqlH Into It? 

W, we learned that YOL wer~ Involved In tIle InllUlry 

hearing 111 Londor1, 

S, welL I rlas HIt' • 'Iff legal officer at Corrrn. Ch, Nov. 

For. Eur. at tnp. titTle, (Jrd the Inquiry was convened fnxn 

that HW, and conducted b~ RR. Adm. Kldd. And there was 
a navy lawyer on scene WilG assisted 111m, LLoyd (?) Boston, 

and tlls reDort was finally produced at londonpretty much, 

I guess, and then was review by the cmdr. In chief there, 

Adm. McCa1n. And 1n that process I d1d rev1ew the record. 
What year are we talking about now? 0 Yes, 1967 ... 
At that time I went over the record very carefullY and mode 

reconmendatlons to the cmdr. In chief. I genuinely dont 
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'J ,. 

-1 
J"'~ ~'''1 Ottl 

have any goorl'recollectlur now Gf arlY of the detolls 
of that revIew ur the results or even what hI: erldorse
ment finally was. 

W. one tt1lnq that d t sturbs surv I vut's of the u~ tack 
l.tf " and are aware of or read the transer Ipt of tlte'-lnQlJI ry 

Is that the evidence and testimony presented 
In thot Is at varIance with the conclusIons reached 
by the court. 

S. I suppose yOU havp access to the total record on It 
don't you? 

W. most If not all of the transcript has been released 
an~ 1s In the public domain. But on the critical "~tter, 
for example, of whether the u.s. flaQ stood out In a 
breeze -- shIp logs and crewmen testified that It stood 

out in a strong breeze. wherea~ Israel claimed It was limp 

at the mast. And the U.S. seemed to agree, In the conclusIons 
reached by the court. 
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"ic:e Is ttlOt lJf1(j severol other :"'~onslstenceles, 

,~ -J , 
'I II hi We "~, Li.:; I '"t. r Q,r. 1 I" 1'\' ~lIt .-1 i I I cnn enu 1 ~ ,,_.~~ •• , , ... '-'11 J .rt.J'U'\.J ...... ","'1 • ...,\,J7 .' 

thot any ". G( :Llall Y I ttle esser,ct' ",t'/t~H or trle effect 
0f any of the testlmU:1Y till" 
telat~J to the conclusions 
:;lm!)ly not able now to drerjc,· . '~ .. , 

how 1J1Ot 

that I ani 

'r~ rec811ectlan. 

Any expression on tllOt score wuuld '[vol,e a wllole 
review of the re:ord. I'm not In 0 position to answer 
that question ... 

W. It was a serious Incident, admiral. Are YOU satisfied 
now that, and were YOU then, thal the attack was occidental 
or a Utraglc mlstake. H or ... 

S. 1 don't know that I could even answer that, Mr. Walsh. 
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W, YOU don't recall YOllr teellngs at the tlrne? 

$, no~ 1 genu1nelj don't, 1 may hove hod some '" 

I certainly had some feelings ubout I t at the t Irne; 

but now off the top of rny head to state what my appraisal 
1'105, In any rei table fastllon that would be usable to YOU 

or that I would want to purvey to anyone -- I simplY 
could not do, I would simply have to study the 

matter from the ;-ecoro, And as I ~otd, I just can/t 
do ttiot. I cen't give YOU an oolnlon '" I was for a 

oerlod of many days heavily Involved In It bock then, 
and could certainly hove discussed It in detail, and 
perhops have given to my noval superiors my views on 
what the evidence supported and what It did not support, 
but 1 am incopable ~f doIng that now, 

~x I would ~e glJd to look at (the Salons report) and 
to call yOU back or telk with YOU; to see If It were 

helrful to me at all, and whether I could moke any sort 
of valuable or reliable statement that would ~e useful to yOU, 

I would be Interested In seeing it '" It could very well 
s t 1 r my memory, END 
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ME~t.H' H STARING 

RALr>HINE R STARING 
.'T(l!I~~t v', ., LA"" 

Mr. Jam~s M. Enr,us. ~r. 

July 17,1')84 

D,:ilr Mr. Enr,e,.;: 

'I \It ~ , 

". :,Tr.i:if"o,'" 

'llt:h'i ,'d .!tJ .. '?";e 1 ',:' 

I appreciated rec:clvLny your letter of :3 July, as 1 ha,: 
indeed been somc,';hat perpluxed by t.lw irlquirl' whietl I h"L! 
previously received by tl?lephollc from DaviJ Walsh. ~lr. \~31sh 
raised lJy tclephone with me l;ue::;tions about certain a:1pL:ctl:l of 
the LIBERTY inquiry w'lich I W.lS 'JcnuLnt!ly unable to an:3wer or 
auure'is in .lny meaninqful f""hion. lie offered t.o ~enu to me 
the DS(jartment 0f State cumparative .:maly,,;i,; of cert.a:n U. S. 
Navy findings as opposed to the rUI1resentatlons later issued 
by I~raeli ~ources, and I accevted that offer in hOlle that my 
recollection might be sufficiently sparked to DC helpful. His 
initial m"tilinq of that. docW1l'~nt went to an outdated address, 
however, and I did not ultimately recuive it until July 13th. 

E\en 'Jfter reading the State DcpartmL'nt document -" which 
was extremely interesting -- I had to conclude that. MY l-ecollection 
of allY details of tht> event or of the t'.>cord of the: court of Inquiry 
wat; woefully inadequate as a ba:;is fot' ".IY meaningful conunents. Not 
until I .:itarted to compose a reply to Mr. \~alsh did I reltl0lnbel' why 
my detailed recollection was so faulty. I tlave now explained the 
rt.:ason for my domth of info:,'mation in a letter to Mr. \lo3l"h, a 
copy of which I enclose fOI' ~'our informo'.:ion. 

I re(;ret that 1 ilave not to date had occal:lion to read your 
own book on the LIBERTY incident -- but I l:Ihall do so. I thank 
you for sending me the issue of The Link which pla':as your ~urrent 
'lnd continued effartl:l in the matter in helpful perspp.ctive. While 
some aspects of the developments you recite in your article have 
from time to time cor,lf~ to my incidental attention, I had no idea 
of the complex of machi.lations which you and your l:Ihipmatcl:I have 
faced. I run in complete sympathy with youl' views and your efforts. 
I am sending a subscription check to your Association headquarters 
in South Dakota, and I will look forward to receiving the additional 
material to which that will entitle m~. 
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11 July l~i:S Cl'll\'c' .. ,at icln I'lth LCllit ,Ia\' Jl'nsen 

lIad lun.:h today 100'; til Jay Jl'n'~'1\ at thl' 110)':11 W;ll'l"I'lt, 

Seem i ty Croul' Oint: on IJSS MtElUliI :if the time of the 
11Ie' in sid, bay on ,V.tEIUCA whi Ie 1 lias the!'L', 

./,1) lIa, t h\' 
attack :Ind vi,itvd 

,lay l'l'callt'd beginning 01' at tad.. lIis fi I'st inl'lll'lnal ion 100','" when he 
learned fl'UIll ship's intelligence people ~h,lt anutlll'1' ~,hip. pl'ubauly th ... 
Cural Sea lhe thinks) I'eceh'l'd a ';(lice ,nl'~sai~(; fr".1111 I.IH!:RTY ,!d\'i~ing uf 
thc attack. II.., UUC$ aot 1.11,,)1/ the til:!<.! Ul' hOI/ fal' intu the att; • ..:~ this 
lIIight ha~e beerl. 

lit: says SC\Tl'ill ail'l'i:lnes hl'I'L' in the ;iil" dL>in,,; '.,)lIll' 'lll't ut training, 
pan I} for the' ')cnl'fit uf nt'l/smen. The ail'l'lanl's Ioo'el'l' quickly l'l'calll'J an,1 
abuut a uu:c:n frcsh ;lirpLlIlcs were hl'uuj.!ht up, aln'ad), ['L1cil'd, tl'UIII the 
hangcl' deck. At t!le S:JlIlI.! tiu,e :11l""uniti')!J ,lIlei ",tllt'l anl',I'Hl'n!:;. I.as i>["llIY,i,\ 

lip ,lI!d luaded, lihich to; quite J t ime-cunsull,inj.! uperatiun, .I'IY saYI;, 

While this "as guing on, nl'WSlIIl'n Wl're obi iviuus tu th~' :Jd ivity except for 
~Ir.\ GranowskJ)who l;as un the bridge with the ANElUC,\',: Captain, Till' Captain 
caution .. d Gl'anuwski to keep l!uic'l abuut. l;hat was gOlll!, UII, and CranuwsU 
did so. 

Jay felt that this entire operation--the I,l\:nc'hing of comb3t ain:raft 
tuward a targN--was undertaken at the ini~iati\'l' uf the forces 011 tlte 
scene, COMS1XTlIFl.l. Ill' Jid not knuw .. here the airplanes wo:rc sent, hut 
suspecteu at the time tllat the~ .. ero: beifl~ scnt on a retaliatory strike 
3g~inst a sllore target. 

Jay ducs nut knuw huw the pilots Ioo'ere hriefed, but S,I)'S m)' _ndcrstanliing that 
they wcre briC'feJ in th~'ir:i:-plafw~, l'ither by an allnuuncing 5>·~tCIII \11' by 
radio, is probauly corred as they werc moved intu titc all'pl;llll'S vcr), 
4ui l':dy. 

110:: was told that they wcrt' recalled at the "last moment, jLlst before they 
would have lost radio contact." Ill' doubts t!\( story that the), were told to 
ditch at sea, as he says the carriers carry numerous tankcrs and Slluuld have 
been able tv refuel twelve aircraft easily. 

The reporters began to suspect til3t something was gOing on and some went tu 
great pains to find out what it was--particularly some obnoxious lout from 
a UC'troit newspapel'--but the stury W3S kept quiet until e~rly evening. 
Apparently the ~tory was being c;oordin3ted with Washington, he surmises, 

The day after the att3ck a messalle came to AMERICA from C1NCUSNAVEUR for 
LIBERTY asking about status of registered publl~ations. J3y was sent to 
LIBERTY hy heli~opter wh(!re he delivered the mess3ge to ~Iaur}' I\ennett. tie 
thought it was a stupid messa~e becausr it should have been obvious that 
no one knew the St3tuS of the rel!istered publications. 

--A reporter tried 
sneaking it ashore 
all other routes. 

to get a story on the LIB incident off to his paper by 
via a helo pilot as a letter, A news blacknut closed 
But the stor}' ~ame ba~k to him via CHINFO G didn't get filed. 
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ilright lle,_ ,\~0"rd S,U'dtc',)a d'lring Libdrty attaCK. He says s.;ratoga was 
':>perating "le!,'.'. out of si']ht of other ships and ,1way from USS !\MERICA. 
ile "looked up ,;,,·Yler,ly and saw AIncrica rll'~rbi'," ,',itcraft I:ad been ,,,ak .• ng 
practice fliqht:.;, i."Jt upon l'l.lceipt of In('ss.1')C' (rcm Liberty, aircraft were 
recalll;d dnd shir', >1101: Lngethcr in single fornlation with i>.Mf'Rl'."'\ ncart;y· 
dlulll:,; \..;1 tn SpriTig: i~ ttl I SomE ct~stri.JYErs; una h~ thi n~~ ~~ ~ub:r.:,a' i r'~~. 
both carri",.,> lauI' '~.(!d .1irccaft towiird Liberty, 1;" think" SaCi\toOi' 
launclll'c1 ""bollt t\;"l,,, "pads." iC;pacis ace pr.J"(cller driven airc:r"ft,) 
il.emcmhel'5 only til,!' .:Ill liI·'_'!';,.fL ~eturne(1 ,1 fc", r.llnut,:; "tt'r LA'I,1g 
launched. Crew W~~ ... i1formed thdt llttack Wd!:; u "wi!-.. tak0·' Cl',d t:'1at : ~ wc'.~· 

all OVCl'. 
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sile JOSEI'll O. BURKE ~) AI',;l 1:J7() 
• 

Chief Burke is N,\VSECSTA NAVY l:.\l'II'\.';(;1: OI:I:HTR. I mcnt iun 'd t<.> him tint 
I .. as looking for May i';~"lIl' "f i'I';,'I'I!'JUSL he~ausC' ot LIBERTY stur;' ,l!Hi m>' 
interest ill th:!!, 

Chief Burke said he wa~, aboard USS ,\j.IERICA Oil day of LIIlERJ'Y attack. Ii<.: 
firsl. krww something was up when he ",\W the foul' "re:ld)' <.:ats" (11' "I'e:ldy 
va.:s" being laun.:hed. Ship alway> kc'pt foul' aircraft arml'U hith nuke 
bombs anll fOlll' armed cOi\\,mtionall)', l'l',!d}, fur almost instant rcaction. 
11(· sdiJ he wa" 011 Jerk anti saw tho? fll'st two launched. lie race,l to another 
part of the ship to see what was going un, but by tile time hc gut till'n' 
the other twu ail'!.:l'aft had :dread>' t:1I,en off and Wl're almust out of sight. 
They take off almost straight up, I·.c said, llith ,l!'tl'l'bUI'I:l'rs going. 

fie s',lid the ship lallll,-hud L)ur 1'·ls and fuul' A3 (he thinks) SkYZ',liders 
along with one A5 (he thilllo.s) tanh·!'. A tankt'r 15 good for fOllr ai reraft, 
he said, confirming 111)' earlier report. Ill' s:tys the ship c3l'l'ic'd foul' 
tankers, but tlil'Y wcn' in usc all the til11l' because of Iwav)' lI'aining 
fli)!ht oper;:tiolls, ami prohuhly 0111,' DlIe W3S fueled :nd availabll' at all)' 

()t:c tilile. 

He s3id it was a V")'; short time [leforl' the airpl<lIH', returned. The 
sk)'raiders (he thinhs) hel'e divl'rted to an airiield ashore (all Arab field, 
Ill' says) be"::H:se of their full 10;.ld of fuel :lI1d ordn311ce, .. hilct:lll' four 
F4s circled Ll till' area to burn up their fuel, and then werl' rlll:·)vl'l'cd. 

B. H. BanJett 3~.\2 ~bth ,\venue, Se,ltt Ie. Washington rhone ~n6 2H3-S9~~ 

(allrd me after rradIng booK. W:J3 [)ental TechnIcian on lJSS AMEIU(fI rind hclprd 
treat !.iberty wounded. Rcc,llls that nudear bombs were loaded abo:lrd th,' 
l1il'planes "':dng noon hour about. two hours before the l.iberty attack. He knew 
this, be.:,!'"t.: the bombs had to be trulHlll'd through the p:lSsagew3)'s of the 
medicai/dental al'.'a of the shi,_. and whenever that happened, the people Io'ho 
worked there were always required to stay in their officl~s and out of the 
paSSd)!eway. 

He says any thin)! to do with atomic bombs alw3)'5 kept the captain highly 
agit3ted and padng about. He ~3yS he feels certain the ai rplanes w('ce not 
l~unchcd with atomic bomb~ aboard. as he thinks he would have heard. 

(I failed to record date on 3x5 card, but this conversation took place soon 
after A01L was published, pl'ohably in 1980.) 

Barnet is sti~l listed in the 1984 Seattle telephone l'il'ectol'Y. 
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NEIL bHEEI~ - 24 April 1978 

Phoned Sheehan to talk about gettillg 
lie was very pleasant nnd talkative. 
his book & then about mine. 

an agent, neee for an agent, etc. 
Tal~ed for 5S minutes, first aJout 

lie described the LIBERTY attack as first seen by reporters on the carrier. 
He said their first knowledge of an attack was when AP reporter Horton 
(later worked for Post Office Department) was nn the bridge & heard on 
the bridge radio a ca 11 like, "UNDER ATTACK .\ND lilT TWICE. NEED Uf1.IEDI'ITE 
ASSISTANCE." Captain Engen was vn the bridge & picked up a mike & dnswerer\, 
"I HAVE FOUR F4s THAT ARE (Olt WILL BE) ON TilE WAY." Then he turned to 
1I0rton and told him he would have to leave the bridge. 

!lorton shot down to the other reporters and told tbem a ship was undr:r 
attack, but they couldn't find out just what was happening. Sheehan said 
he kept his eye on the "ready cat." lie '>new what those alc were a!; they 
had rope~ around them & Marine guards & had big condom-like cover& over 
the bombs. The ready-cat never moved, Sheehan said. 1 asked if they could 
have gone up from the Sarat~ga & he said that is possible, but not from 
the At-IEIHCA. lie said the first action he saw 0('1 the AMERICA wns to recall 
the airplanes that were in the air having an exel'cise (apparently the 
"air show for the reporters" that Jansen described). 

It is likely that the message Horton heard was much later than the message 
that Jensen saw delivered to Engen while Bob Goralski was vn the bridge. 
That message (that Jensen saw) must have come earlier. Ie appears that the 
ready-cat was launched in resl~nse to the first message. 

Sheehan said (as he told me in 1975) that it took an eternity to change 
bomb racks If refit the aircraft to defend LIBERTY. HIl got the impression 
the fleet just was not preparod for any real battles. The radio room took 
ten or twelve hours even for immediate messo5es and the fle£·t seemed to 
operate on the bureaucratic peacetime system that required everyone to chop 
overy thing . This system tied their hands when thllY had to Nove q'lickly. 

Sheehan suggests that I ask ~lcGonagle why he dJ dn' t tell the truth about 
the attack. Maybe he is just a poor rememberer, or maybo he was told what 
to nay, but it is quite possible, Sheehan suggests, that ten years later 
he might tell me what happened. Also, say!' Sheehan, I shol'ld write to 
Admiral ~brtin & ask him why the long delay in launching aircraft. (1 may 
try that after July 1st, but I think it would be risky.) 
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INTER VII::W NOTES: 

7HAY83 'l'ELEPHONI:: CONVFaSATlON WITH COMMANIlER X. III::~DER TANSILL, USN (Ret) 
4601 North Park Avenue. 11705 
Chevy Chase, Mil 20815 
Phone 301 656-S716 

lien Tans111 called this morning to say that on March 10, 1983, one Paul 
Forsythe (3416 Quesada Street, WASH~ 20015, phone 202 244-9090) gave a talk 
bt.fore members of the Military Order of the World Wars in Washingto.l, D.C., in 
which he reported the folloWing: 

Commander John Fitzgerald (?), Major Walter RothstEin of NYC and 
Ma~ Jr Jack Batey or Beatty of Seattle were American pll·)tll in 
Israeli aircraft who participated in the attack again~t the 
USS Liberty. 

Harold T. Kelly. then a U.S. Navy commander in intelligence and now 
administrative assistant to Hr. Kraia (National COlllllander?) of the 
Am~rican Legion in Washington. claims to have seen thp. fUm of the 
attack tak~n from a submarine. 

One Charles Crossier ir Oklahoma "knows the whole story about the film." 

Unfortunately, to discredit this information, rorsyth (Forsythe?) supposedly 
also informed his audience that the films were taken from the submarine Andrew 
Jackson, which And;;aw Jackson's logs prove to be untrue. Although I believe 
strongly that a submarine was there and that it took pictures. its 
identification as Andrew Jackson WilS a speculative invention by British 
reporter Anthony Pearson for his book, Conspiracy of Silence. Anthony Pearson 
has claimed for years t., have I'3IIIes of American pilots wl'.o flew against the 
Liberty. John Richardson of the Center fo: Middle East Policy (202 296-7152 
and 202 829-2721) told me some time ago that Pearson and his friend Tito 
Howard claim to have names of pilots. This latest story sounds like more of 
Pearson's speculative micinformation, but is too interesting not to follow up. 

There is only one John or Jack Beatty in the Seattle tel~phone directory, and 
his Wife claims he has no prior military connection. 

5 it;.vG" ~,e r.:.?,lJ ~ th.' .;: f) 

rr,;. l 'l',' 7/IF W/~ .s n'r') 

7 II1;:J I? 

~ /k L'zr;> 
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"\tH't Ill' .... ,1\ It ,-! .. lul,.LI td',11 .U\ .I', .. :~'I,I'-'I"," II'~' ~"t'.'" !1\.'L:IU'l' It t .. i'-I~, tllil 

tUIII'" (l.\.·\)f'Il,ll',~II\\~' ",1:-' tl..lll 11«,::1',\, 1,,~1 lit' ~,lll"" "l' ..... l·ll· '~lt';ll'~~' ;ll,il"'l~t, 

Ih,' rl'\..'.tll, ,\dmll.,t ~1~1 tf.:\llll~~ ':!l'\It ti.l ,JY t!\lrhllll: tIt .II;~·\\I\""', l'\\'I. ,Ii h.! 
,h.lt hI' .,\lul" 1,1' tr:I,,~,-·,t d"w" :tlld 1'11I110;n",1 it It" ,'\','1' 1.111,,' ,.1,,'" 1 011" ,Itt Id., 
Ih{'Il, "',\I!l1l tlUll' ,lfttOr tllt.' \t!,h'~, Ilt.' ""I'" \1,ll\"d 1'\0 1\0,:,1 :11,'1\ 11\ ,j'"lIlIIl'll !'.' 

111,' IHI \,hll \..·;dlvd .il hl~ l,uIlH .. ' :UIJ ,I t.lO\\ '1 hl' b.t\1 ~It'l'i\ Ldt.l!l~', ,I~'dllt th,' 
,Itt;i\.~, Ih\.'~· "Jt!ll''''\ hun ,;~',Ilil 1\,-'\\1 t~, ',;11, ,11\.~tltl!:~' ll) 1!1~I'o\ll', "lilt l',li, 

!ill'p,I .. :I':':' ut h!'; t,~!I\ll~', ,Il" lit .. ' \. . ..lliid I'l' tl'.I\.·~.l·ll ,.\-.1..,,'11 Jlid !llllI1',I, • .' ... I. 

Ik !'l'tHl'P.ll'l·,"" Ivlld .... ' l..:rl°\.\IiICII · .... lyln~'. th.lt llfl'I.It"f'" "t'lt' i:LI\'hllll.' 1..',1111T1t...'1..1 III 
tl\l,: ~,.:tVI', hllt hl' \J!d upt ... t'V it hllll.,,~'I" H,' .Jil\.· ... 1't.·1..: .. 11 hUI'J frill;' Iq'hi!',t 

tu :d',lthlull :--hq' ,II\\J .... ' .. qIP\.l .. l'-oo it ,,-',llIll.' tl~'ld "'1\.C"!lq~ll' III .111\ I.,i"l, IlL' ~,.IY~· 
th.it ~dr.J ~,I> "'::'I~\.\.:llt·d ,1ft •. :!' iIlJ.lt:; '~l·!'t' 1I1l,,·t .. ,t: ~'.lIl\lll.·ll. !lnJ!l,tbl ... tll..'~:.ill"\.· 
it huu!d \;,t\L' 11vl.·1\ lmpuL''''ll,lt: tl.\ ,lil,llldll!1 .-h,:' lll1dt'" flft..' ~,lth lid "\!.It-, 
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nobert W. Blake 
YO() Wurren Avenue ~iorth 
Se:ltt Ie, lI'ashin);tull ~SluY 
phonl) 'LB- .l51-l 

).~(1·J.¥90 

I met ~Ir. IJbke on l~) June 198\ iit 
Officer~ Club. 

"<)\,V . \"4 • League !l\~t!t ir g ~ th<' Sand Point 

He \,,,s a Hesl:nc officer on a<:ti\(? J.Jt)' 1.:\l:Lllfl'lt·\:1 ,It Cl.·;Cl!S~'\\L·UR in London 
at the tilllt, of th~ ~ttack in 1967 and Ioias raske-'! to ):0 through all the 
ClNCUSNAVEUR message traffic and make a shaft '. "lnJlllllugical synopsis of each 
utessage .:onceming th" LIPLRTY. (This ~ have been the s)'nopsis I ~;al. at 
NSG headquarters.) Ilis messages did not include an)' ,uJe.iord traffic. He 
was s~'l'''rised that the synops.! was stumpe,1 TUI' SECHFi ;Ihcn finished. 

~Ir. Blake did nut have a dear pi<:ture that there ... ·as a ,-,on'rup underway, 
but did have a definit<! impression that the air attack bsted much more than 
the se\'en minutes reported by th.:: goverlllll'!Ilt. 
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CnlGl Stan I er Il'hi t j' 

Stan ' .... ite called today (12 June 19801 from \'ermillion, South \Jakota. to sa)' 
h.:' I't'.;cived .:ol'Y of book ye5tllrday and has been re:lding it wlth much pleasure 
and cxcitement. He says he finds it so exciting th,lt he I,el'ps jumping b~\d. 
and forth, reading appcnuixcs, etc. Sa>'s he thinks it b a great j"lb and 
finus nothinv he could quarrel 1·lith. 

e UAJ(1"~"et' 
Ri.'!!.ifulfd:. medal: he rt"::il:!." t!.at :J. liay ,u ~.:: aftor tho attack. 
• 'W :l';sembl",d a group "to di~,;uss who did what while lt is all fresh so 
we can bl' sure t;) i,a',c puper suh~t;"H j,e' _':ill 'eI' r"l' lnhial S, t· St:w says th.' 
meeting qui':',l)' moved to ".,1", •. ,"",: d~J and what I did," and he coul,' ,n' the 
meetin~! ';egen::!ratiw' ,r.~~' a way tu justify some IUlcarned awards, so he w,,:I.<:J 
Qt,t. 

lies;,:,. !Ie was at the hat\:h I.'hen men came up from the flooded compartment, 
.t:,' 'iI'rtM did no more than stand around tht· top of til(' hatch, lie insists 
~hat 'fn •• was not in the flooded f:ompartment, did nut help \Jave Lewis, 
and did nut reenter the .looded compartment as was claimed in his citation. 

Stan i~ still reading the book and is going on a trip to Illinois to pick 
up is family, ~ut will take book on trip with him and .. ill write again or 
call later. 

~teanwhi1e, he promises to write ll~ters to the Post anu Proceedings, 

A 

, 

~ 
• 
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• 
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,\llIl."l'i,'o "I(ick" Ailll~tti, I IIlIivl'rsl' Wa)', Mount Sillai, NY Ill,,/) 
phullr Sit. ~:3-5794 

l'hUlIl'Ll II Marl'll 19~U aftt'r l'l'aLlillg I'HlI'l L "tory, Alsu n'n'jvl'J phone ,',ill 
from a rl'latil'l' whu founLl ,\s~)'\Ul.T in a NY Ilhrary alld SClW his lIame III it, 
lias askeJ fur UOtl:, ill sl'vl."ral NY sture,; but thl'!, ,liJII'l have it ur KIlOW of it, 

Aimltti was all l'lIl!i,lll'm,lIl Ii thallh'd IIIl' for tL'IIIlIg ,I stury hL' hCls bl'l'lI trYlllg 
tu tdl for 13 Yl"'lrs, but 110 one wuulLl bl'l il'Vl' hilll Ii<' was frustratl'Ll b)' thl' 
COUI'( of Inqlli I'Y rl'l'Jrt Ii LlUl"SII' t ~IIUW how thl')' cllllIJ tl'l J thL' stol'y they did, 

Ill' thillks till' air attack lastl'J about half all i,vllr anLl recalh th'lt bu,lt'; 
fircJ lung after torpedu attack, Ill' wa~ 011 furl'cJstil' l,hl'lI turl'l"Llu exploJl'tl 
alld saw Ulll' tUl'pl"du pas., astern and ..It salll<.' t illll' hL'arLl UIlL' app.ln'nt Iy pass ing 
ulILler till' how, 

II .. \It'.SOllilliy SilO; th .. toqHhlu 1>O<lts firt' 011 th", i tf .. I'tlfts ti r"L'all~ onl"'l'~ to 
pn'parl' tv ailanJun ship, lie Io.as olle of thl' Cl'L'1< tilat built the uriglnal 
shurilll! illstallation and then Spl'nt tillll' !:lI.lrJing thl shuring, lie l'l,,:alls that 
it shifteJ and cn'akcLl as thl' ship rul!c,j. 

WhL'n ALUSN,\ CastlL' a I'l'iVl'J, ,\imatti l'e(t'ivL'J thl "ILlI'L' ~'('ll (,ISlIaitil's" message 
whidl was dl'oppl'J in a packagl' wcightt'J with '-.."1 ,)l'.';I!:':;, ilL' .:arrieLl it tu 
the briJy,e, falling I,hell he "lipped 001 SOHl" .;r',',,-- "', JL'L', ;t!\J thcn gave it 
tv somcpnL' fJ'()1II the briJg(' whu IIlct hi"" IlL- r'.'~,l.; - t', it '!,;'';unaglc th"n yl'!ll'Ll 
to thl' hl'! il'uptcr, "Cet thc fllc:k away froll' hen' . ". ~("I ,.j' a bit~h," lihb:h 
surpllsl',1 hll11. lit: says there were femal" Ill'W, "v:dder:' ill the helo with 
Castle, <Il'palelltly taking Ilic:turcs, 

lie re.:alh that Signalman lJ.lviJ lias flashing "II ~; ~;:\\') SIIIP" 0/1 the ~ 
sl'archl ight as thl' torpL'Llo boats appload\l'd. 

ilL' alsu ,'epu!'ts that he 
aftl'r it "a, shot duwn, 

has ulle of th,' ·,C.lp\ fbgs that he fuund un ded 
[Randall alsu c:laiws to have Olle uf the flags) 
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23 June 1974 telEcon with ICI John R. Randall, 11759 Elkwood Drive, Forest Pk, O. 45240 
phOfll!: 513-851-7850 

Randall wrote article published 1r 9 June issue of Cincillnati Inquirer on LIBERTY 

Congratulated Randall on article, asked about response. I set up tape, but 
stupidly left machine on "STOP," so missed first twenty minutes of conversation. 

Randall said he received about 75 telephone calls from allover the country, 
all of them favorable. Many wondered why nothing hild beerlpubl ished pre'!iously 
on the incident. Some noted that I ittle was said in press after first report 
and wondered why articlp.s were not written as they lIere on Pueblo. 

I asked about his failure to point out that attack was longer alld more 
hairy than Court of Inquir'y report indicated. He said he stuck strictlj 
to pr'e~1ously published things. plus his own actions ant! observations. Much 
of his article W8S cut by editor, "nd some things questioned until he could 
show wherl' a certain item (li~e number of r'ocket hits) had been published 
before. Newspaper publ isher was former congressman and quite straight. 

He said he recalls torpedo boat coming alongside directly after torpedo 
and giving boat finger. Gunner trained machine gun on him and boat moved 
down side of ship, then to fantail ar-ed, but THEY DID NOT APOLOGIZE. "McGonagle 
and I WOULD HAVE A BIG DIFFERENCE OF OPINION ON THAL" He confirms th~t 
apology was much later. He also recalls that the ship was under machine gun 
fire from torpedo boats for a long time after torpedo explosion. 

1 did not ask him about 'prepare to abandon ship" orrier's, will j,it this in ltr. 

He also recalls that air attack was much more than tile 5-6 minutes that 
McGonagle said ... more like 20 or 25 minutes. 

He has been intouch withAlan F. Kriner who was a Seaman on LIBERTY and is now 
a cop in Terre Haute, Indiana. He was told by Kriner that YN3 Virgil 
Brownfield sued privately through a lawyer and got $500,000 which he has 
invested in apartment houses in Northern Indiana and is self employed with 
the apartment houses. 

Says the man he mentioned with the oft-stopping h~art was EM2 William M. LE MAY, 
who died in auto accident a year later. Says Van Cleave worked on him and 
Kiepter may not have been aware of problem. Nickname was "Rick." 

Mall with sk. 1 injury was a BM striker who also lost right thumb, does not 
recall name, does not know if this was PAYAN. 

The 2500 "unds of armor piercing was an estimate made by damage control 
expert who carne aboard in Malta 

RANDALL has addresses of several former LIBERTY crewmen and agreed to send 
them. Also has about 80 pictures and is in touch with KRINER who has many 
more pictures. We agreed to write to exchange information and addresses. 

• 
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Ullar John: 

About five years 8110 while I WIlS still on active dllty in tl'" Navy 1 \,holilld 
you froll Wl1shinllton, U.I:., to conllratulate you on your StOl'y in tho 
Cincinnati Enquirer. Although we agreed to swap some phfltos and othor 
Dlellorabilia of the shlp, you didn't rtlply to lily lethlrs and 1 hav\) not 
heard froll you sinc~ that telephone COllversatioll. 

A:!o you IIIlIY recall, I was Llffieur of thu nllek on Llbl;tJ.I"{'s brhlge durillg 
the tlOnlinll of the atto.ick ami was present on the lirh!ge during part of the 
air attack. Lut yuar 1 ntired froll the Navy anJ now 1 hav" writt'JII a 
story Iluout the attack thlt will be published soon. Anu altbough 1 have 
loca teu a nWllber of &ood photographs of the shi;!, I have (OWlu nontl to 
04ual Jome of the photos you used. Since the !;1I*uirer cannot locat\) the 
photographs 1n their tiles. 1 suppose they must aVI: CONe flom your 
persv,ilil collection. 

Iolay I use 50Il10 of those photollrl1phs with my Itory? 1 would Utl ploased 
to pay standard rees for thel T' use or, if you prefer, I could tl'ndtl you 
fo:: other photollUphs that I h'lve. 

Please use the enclosed envelope, o'!' call Dill collect at lOS 788-3Sl11. 

Yours tNly, 

JA\Il.: .... \1. r."t:!' JR. 
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S October 1977 

Ca i 1 ~d Bu! io, k ag:! in upon appl'arance of "Cn lcul ate,l ~turder" art ic 1 e that 
appeared in 4 October Washington Star. Bullock had seen article, but said 
thoro had been no inquiries about it .. md no one ;It CHINFO was concerned. 
lIe Raid that all Lentini wrote was speculution, that he was stating his 
opini.on as a citizen, and that the Navy had no problem with that. lie slid 
he was "surprised, us I thought you guys wer<!n't talking," but wa~ not 
ups<'t. 

I expou!lued upon my belief that it was deliberate & mc:nti,'ned airplanes 
circlin~. 200 feet ovel'hcad that musthave identifi~d the ship, Bullock 
reiterJted that the N;.:vy i~ not cr;nc'crr,;:J w: .. h what private indi.viduals 
say, but is '~'Jllct'I'ned fot' what servicl' people may sr.), ,:s it can be seen 
as s~r~ic~ pallcy ur a ~avy statement. 

Talk was amicable. I filled him ill In who Lentini was, that he was ~ 
CTl, wounded, retired on disability. I cffered to nelp with any identification 
or other info 1 might provide 
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HARRY PATCII - GS15 of COMNAVTELCQIII 22 Man:h 1977 

flarry Patch was in my office today as memb~r of the Navy I.G. teRm and 
asked about my LIBERTY ship's patch on the wall. 

lie then commented that he was with Admiral (then Captain) Ralph Cook 
when cook received word of the LIBERTY attack. It was betw('en 9:00 and 
9: 30 on the morning of the 8th when he was called by ~otncone from 
Horocco who had heard of the attack and had immediately called. Already 
all the phone lines were tied up because of the attack, lie said. 
But this was very early word. It was aboLt noon before the word of the 
attack began to sprc~d in the Pentagon. 

1400 Bravo (LlBE~rY TIME) was 
1200 ZULU which was 
otoo Washington daylight sGving time. 

Ther('fore, Cook didn't learn of the attack until about 1000/1630 LIBERTY 
time, or abollt the time the ~hooting ended. 
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!-I AlI\:lIst I !//b 

Plc'~ ,·,Jllt'.! IhlS cll'ning te. t,'11 IIll' "fllr III) bllok" that hl' l'aJ "Vl'n il ,:op)' 
of ti", hr'l,,11 ClJlIrt of Iliquil') Illto iltrael<. '!II Lilli KI~. II ,-II":CI' pal I ,'lit 
forlll~'JI!' (d N'l'\ t01,1 Ph'" '<"ilL' lIIullth, ugu that hl' h,"" S,·I.'11 thl' rc'I'''l't alld 
~!ul!IJ blillg J l'I.Il'Y In,i.I), h •. ' \.Ioll)!1I1 'I l'(lI'Y. 1.1.1\ d,,:IIIII.'U t,_., gIve 't t·) 
I'i,1 a,; hl' h:lI.1 "\:utt,'11 illtvl'l",tvJ ill It 'II hi wallt,d tll kC'l'I' it to ,;tudy It 
,:,ulIll' IUOI l' ,I' 

But Dick got to sec it ,mil notl',! that it madl' thl'SC P<'lllt';' 
II) U,S. fJa[! W'I~; too sillall to be sel'lI (n'IHlrt liil'·· d:lt,J IH hIli':). 

Ulltil thC'lI. Israel haJ da:lIIl,J tll,'1'C' ,I<IS Ih' f1.I~: t Idlll:, This 
apllI::JIS H, bc fir';t admisSllJl1 that ria,'. 1>i"S f1yill);, 

III L1IlUrJ'Y was I'lutteJ ill en',r as m'I~lllg 3L1 ~1I"b. 
l-Il l.lBI:IHY was 11,'011' an'iJ ',hat had b",'I, fin'd 111"'11 or thought tu havl' 

bl'CII fireJ upun I'I'UII' thl' sea tJll·_J~~X._.b_~!,_u!c:, 
l~) I.Illl:HTY J(lu~\:d guilty to thl' tl'rpI·tlo b."lts ,·,,'''.1., sht' lidS Il',IVill~ 

'-
thl' St:l'lh: of thl- ail' ,dt'ICk. l\O;hat l'ls, .. ",u.ht ,I,,· <Ie":) 

Ihis report wa~; undassitir<l ~I:d Iud b"clI Ubt:lilll·J fl'p·!} SUlIll'UI,(',; 
l..: I .. I' ~ _a:: __ ""1. t' ~ I"~ •. l. !.. .... _ .... ,.... .1. __ .. _ .:CC ... 'O'mt1T n.O'.Io ..• ~tvjlt:"' .. T ... t:". - ....... •••.•.•• _ . • '-~ '""n ........... 

Oid_ wi 11 ..:hl'..:1- tOlOurl'ow fur the nill'l\: of the' I':Jt l\~nt. lit· lila), ~ll' him i1!:'IIIl 

and will cont inul' to try tl' gl't cupy, 

')cL:-
1: 1".) ~l,h.) 

I ' It.., 

')L{'i 7- l.c...'/~/lI1 

• "" n I"'L;'L'" 
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Il'ITY ~,k I'i ghl' I c, (ktubl'r 19?b 

Had a .:hJnl'l' tlli s nuoll tu a,;k Tcrry ~kTigh(' ! I hc knew what ,'ilused tilL' 
Jl~; tv H'call UIlLJl.I'V, Without Ill'sitation ht! "aiu LlllLlU'V WJS reL'alled 
Ill'caLlsl' l,r J l'l',\Ut'5t fI'uPI t·jSII. NSA evuluatl:d till' situatiulI, til' said, 
and dl'cided that. they had el\oll~h ,'uverage "litllL'lIt LIBERTY, .II\(.\ that 
"xposlIrl' oi the' sh,!! \>I,IS all "una<.:<.:l'ptuble !'i sk," A me,;sa~l' IOL'nt froll! 
NSA to ')CS sa),int! ~olUething 1 i~c: 

" [~ V I l' W CHANe I Nli IJ lNIl IT IONS I N ~'IDlll.l: LAST, l.l ilL i(TY 
TRACK fS I'IWJECTEIJ O"-ORIlUl PI(lSt:NI~'; .. \N ______ ·4 ___ " 

UNiiCCHTABLE 1(( SK, L1IlGLNlLY RLl'Ul>II,Il:1"1l L111ur['\ Ill. 
~IOVLlI I'R'~t AI,EA OF HUST! LlTlES," 

Terry had never ht':Jro :lIly ,:tory that l:!r:Jel might h:Jvl" St'llt a ml's~ag(' 

to the United Stat"~ Jl'mlnJill~ that the ship be IIlovl'd. Ill' supposes 
that tht' Illt'ss;!/:e alh,vl' l'l'su/.tcd entirely from an ill-hollSl' anulysi;; uf 
the sitl'ution. 

This lOas brought out in the IOl'ekend investigativ ' ,:ondu.:ted by Walt (Ieeley, 
and the message was used as the first page of till: report ~lr, Dt'dey 
produced, Teny said that the l'l'purt was " nlast<:J'l'iI'L;.' ;)1' the pr inU'\" ~ 
art, about two cr three inche~ thi\..t. lOith vinyl C()V"'l'~;, ('umplcte with 
full color charts and cVt.'n plast i<.: transparent overlays, And all this 
was donl' in just a felO hours in the prillt shop. 

This, of .:ourse, Joesn't rule out tne Israeli warning tlleory, but it does 
~)rovide a plausible fl'ason for the muve. 1 askl'd if they had any idl'u 
tIle Israeli's were pi !Inning to atttlck, tlnd ht' stlit.! no; they simply deciJeJ 
that they could operate wi thollt her that clost." and that being that c lusl' 
would Ilave been dangerous, Ja
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JOHN SU)I-' I Apr I t l'I.'l' 

Juhll Sc·ot{, aftt,t I'l'adin;: I;IY 11Iallll~I'l'ipt, llil..l a f~w millol' c'hangl'~ tu 
SU~gl':~t (lovatloll of ill:t.:, SOlll',:;> ur ""hI Water, l'te,) lout fuund 'ilor}, 
;I\:clIl'at,' ~lIld CIIliVill,:ill~:, "and II10ving (,;aid hl' wa,; IIIDveLl to ','aI's), 

'jaiu Ill' ~',IS one of tl\l' fil''it !!['l'uj> to buy li'luol ill Rot ... , and \-I,b with 
XO alld cOlilpany when the):-saw Old: and Lloyd ani v,', Tht' next day 
~kClJna~ll' called John H' his cabin t,1 ask if hl' ~n,·w anything about thl' 
atrad_ on the "gLlvel'rUllellt aglJllt," but Juhll did lIut I-,II0W about it, 

ile mlJntiuned again the neal' fi;;ht in tilt' Uffiel'!'.';' Club when ,J!!II l'i<,I',:" 
was sleeping at the bar', ::;UIIIC offin'l' cOlilplilineJ about the "Jis~',u~t ing 
spccwch'," and John (John'!) \<okl' htlll up alld uffl'r,'.! to take hilll bud tu 
th:.' ship, I'iercl' n'sponJed by emptying II pitdlCl' of bc'er on Sell{[ ,",cott"!), 
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24 Al'ril tclecon with Uuve Lucas 

"V· "., .. '1,o1 
r''' . .", .. '''1~ 

2,\ April 1975 

I called Uove to clear up a few luose ends. Puula was in Vjrkinj~ Bench 
where they are sett ing up a new buslrwss and Dave was al'l\lnging' nove. 

1I0w did Paulin&. Pierce r"t the word on LIIlERTY attack? !lave doe~ ,know. 

~IO beside Jim O'Connor ~9~ advised by a Navy Captain by tclepllone not to 
attend the Medal of HOllur ceremony? Uave doesn't know. He does recull 
Jim telling the story and understands that others wore called and asked 
Iiot to attend. but doesn't know who. 

Tables not set at Shoreham? Confirms that tables were hot set, hu: docs 
not know whether hotel "as not told to be ready or whether the help was 
just slow in getting ready. Ill' suspects It was a matter of slow or lazy 
h",lp. 

Oid widows greet ship at Little Creek? Oave dOl'sn't kn<lw. 

On Shoreham dinner: Dave recall s that there were about 2,\ people at the 
dinn!:r. all seated at one long table. lie thinks that the 0'';vi.;;v;'; J:'J 
not come to the dinner (although they came to the award ceremony), us 
they stayed home and took care of (the Lucas?) children that evening. 
Dave recalls that Bennett quickly took possession of the place of honor 
on thn right of the head of the table. Dssuming that McGonagle would s:t 
there. Instead. McGon~gle sat between Dave and Paula on the side of the 
table. 

11 May telecon with J)av,; and Paula in Virginia Beach, 11 ~Iay 1975 

Paula didn't remember anything of the questions i.lsked. except that 
the O'Connor Sclmauzer is lIot a miniature, but is a regular schnauzer. 
Dave has iDeated his Junior Officer'S J ... urnal from LIB and promises to 
~end it tomorrow. Ja
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Interv iew with Dave and Paula Luca., Roanoke, Va.. 7 10 8 October. 1972 • 

... errOr8! 
Speed ordered hoe Rota probably 17, top va. 18 knotll. 
Haury had five kid., not .1x: Heidi, heather, holly, hillary, maurice Ill. 
P'n Battle effici.ncy lWard va •• ft.r return to NY ••• could have blll!lll eUlled 

in competition before, Dave doe.n't re .. ~er, but Avard va. after. 
AUH Hartin, '1111 it caution that cauaed h.lll to cancel trip? or the war erupting? 
Shep'. ptrty vith .agnet v .. not until after attlAek. Pany I re .. mber val bt 

GoAden'. and no kid. ver8 prea~nt. 1 didn't ettend Pb(ty with .aanet. 
Hagnet incidant va~ backyard affair at KlGonagle',. Lloyd'. watch g~t 
Zapped (an\l rUnt" by Hacky in kitchen. 

wordi~ Ii"l 5TANt'I CLEAR OF THE MOTOR WALK goAT WILE TESTING ENGINES." 
Bridge: CO and Luca. vere onl, officers, but Brownfield and one or two 

ethen were prnellt. Brownfield had phon ... 
BOATS: HouDt 51 ohot at lea.t one round at boata. GUnner waa SA Dale Ldrkinl 

who waB chased by fire from 54 to 53, then .ent by CO to mt 51. He '11.1 

a big auy, s .. rt, but for reauons of his own refuled to talte SN t.et. 
AlU'STEN, OHSN, befon incident tore page out of OM notebook to correct an 

error, had to rewrite entire notebook. 
GOLDEN lot bullet through hi. clo.et, ruined every 8hirt, coat, trousers, all. 
LUCAS IhallVuel, jaBBed ",ire about weight of a BB, was in "te.poral falJcia," 

doc ,robsd, couldn't find, Br!t, at l~lta xrayed, decided to leave it 
alone, lat.r (four mo.?) erupted in awelling, probable infection. 
DoctorY (at Norfolk.? operated to remove. ~ 

ADM KID ASST for Board of Inquiry vaB a Captain .olton. 
AT GO ALARM dave va. in Wardroom with John Scott and Geo. Golden, heard 

explosion, thought bo.t had f.llen froa davit, looked out porthole & saw 
saoke or duat, ".-- thee alan Bounded. John Scott opened nearby Btateroom 
door & .lid new (birthday aift to .e}J~ Polaroid ca .. r. acrol. carpet. 
8M COLSON told D.ve .~ .. n vere ~ s~ in BH Locker. Dave & COLSON go 
to locker 10 find BM3 Ward .nd Blanchard hurt. Toaether they took ward to 
.... hall in blanket, then Deve aent soa. aen to ,et Blanchard and headed 

_ toward bridae. Hi. battle .tation was gun control on the bridge • 
...... ~~GH THOMPSON, Ihortly before attack, stood on b~idge dilcul.inl possibility 

of attack" aaid, " If aaything happens, I vant to be in a gun lIOunt." 

",' .... 

BLANCHARD, 18 y.ara old, doc oplratad around aidnitht Oft Wardroom tabla, died. J 

PAYAN was hit whill in a Run mount. 1'i".) I;; ""~ - 6",11 i.I":'~ "'" 
. SPICER vas killed very early, body va. near TllSSCOHH(' RII!AJIJuA'I .... '~'lI,J ~r,.,~"¢.J, ~ 

') . \ 

10' ,.) 

AIR ATTACK KILLED: • Arutrong - bridge 

I' ,~, .. " 

, <. 

• Toth - bridge (probably thrown 04 to 01 lev.l) 
Spicer - TRSSCOHH 

. THOMPSON - Ht 51 
. Blanch.rd - hurt BM lock.r with W.rd, Di.d surlery 

Brown - bridle 
Skolak - HI: 51? 

, Ho.r - Mt ~~ ~_or" J"YS ",~~co 101 A I'utt ""tt1'Y 
lIillina ~ouldn' t find hia DIlle whUe talkinl vith 

(., . 'J'" _c, " ,J DAv •• Ri88ina va. CT3. Could he have been the •• n 
" '. . " . '-"7 who .. body Va~ Ulbed nut; of ca-p. thro'l" hatch 1) 

QUESTIONS?: 50 ... 8 c.il.dm .... tewi~_an: .Ji. O'Connor Dilbt before CO'I 
JP'V HafH cereaony, identified bl .. erl either a •• Captain or ae callinl for a 

Navy captain, and told tb •• aot to attend the preaentatiOD cereanny. 
Who call.d Burlon about .... ti.. • alked hov W.etie would react to ift~erview 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers





































BOB WELLEN telecoll during fir .. t week of August, 1974 

Called Bob at tl1~ office (JAG) in BUPERS for advice on court problellls 
of olle of my men. Bob is aware j am writing LIBERTY story and is 
aWilre of mal1y of the key point'; I intend to make. 

He says he recently met an Israeli officer at an embassy party. The 
officer is now attached to Israeli embassy in Washington, bllt at the 
time of the LIBERTY attack was assiglled to "the Israel i Will' Room" and 
walc~ed ttle LIBERTY incident fr~n start to finish. 

Rob lnentioned to this person that some people aboard LIBERTY believe 
the attack was deliberate. Bob says that the officer "se~ned genuinely 
surprised" at the assertion and insisted that the officers in the War 
Room did not know the ship wus AmeriCiln until llfter it was all over. 

Bob protected my identity, but illso declined to give me the name of thr 
Israeli officer. He says if I really feel his 'lame is important to me 
he will reconsider, but would rather not give me til{) roan'::, name. 
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'f; .. :.t ,'In:'''1 :lll,"I_', rdw,) L" ')lql'J!l··\V 
',S.II1''\,l-1 u~',!I, i,·v.l,uun).l.j til". ~":'I:.J.ll,ll,)d . \..1 i'\> !<>."'-l\l ':1 ".I';-..,!.1j ... ~ "I,.,'PI",\ 

·.':":.J":.~n.;111l1 Ttl.'\,lJ~' pJ:';'~ d:")j 

'~l.l.x.!.;,..;, ~;J.J...:.l;.<.lo.) ~1. 

.u~,t;,~jl. '; )llI:;"IU!~I.A'.'" :~\ 1\1 lU.I ..... :'rtn ... "1:'1 "liT UJ.',IJ,i,t 

· ........ .,·,:,.1,;1. lh1nrll' 1~:JI I·ur 7rll:'1P·I.1,J,J l.',"u ~~1 ..... ,~f·'Jt.'...: 
'-.1:':1l\ ..... 1~ ~.1.1 ... :1;'\,1 pm .:.l· .. ',J'.Jl-, .. 'i.1", ~·IJ;lJ.l~:nh.11 'uT:"!;."t:I=- J.1 

",,1.1 .111.11,\j\~' '.\Y.!,l1.l!,,'" h'll'J.l,j., o1"'ti1"i'I,l ,:1 l;I"..t.llnt'l-l h"l 

lu.~I.l:\q.1 ... 1: ·Ii.'·' .;.: '~.~J,l'~l.1nH\'.J 11..s,l1FJ."H:,1 j"J1' p::'IHn;<):' 
\,' ',:1 j •.•. ~.": ,'l": ... ··,':I.q~·[,~.l, . .l",1 ~.u'n·:;.:"\- l'n~~'! '~I:,: 11:~1trn..&."-';" 
:':', ::" .I,1i .. !r~:-...:.,j.j ""1L',1,l 'l:,,' •• :I~·Lt' .. , i"i" '.~') .. ,\" ~:.J!llr:' 

:"~·r.'l' .1' 

·1;.Q'\o.Lt,·" ~l·" ti" I" i1· ... ~lJ I.' ;"",' ~I.): .1· .... ,'i".1 ':t,'1 ~I'Tif\'Io---U~ 

J,") :"IU11'r< .'.I·;I~:"Ll" ·jl:·.~l'hh· .1(,) "~n-1d ;"1'1"Ul'1C' 1C 
~Il.,'''l.'';j,; .... )1.,.,-" ''':1. n";i";,':;; .1.1il.r.; .~l i' .... l~L'1.!1' .1'101 ,,'n Id 

\,Jt';"'t.'1'l" ,j,' J:.J.1 ... *.,':tl,;1' .... 1 ldl ~,n!."'l.'~ ,,;.-.'-1~ jn.i ~,l1i'-Tl 
;')lrJ:·.' 1 1'.\ i"\1l' ,.'.~,.\J.'-'" .q;;.).HJt~\h' j0 "j,l}"."Jr,.! '"'I:,,l'H] 

• ... l1~~,· •. l.: ;q,;t':;I'H 'i1\'\ .J",'U,l;" Ul 11,'n;',.",I,!. J'-'j quOlU 
.~Jtr,h,;~ ':,,~111'.~I:"".1.Al" .(,1; ,i,"'UIU.llUI "~ioll'\::'lli .q: I h"o.::l"dri3l 

-" ,,1','..11' .... ljl:".'J" · .. u, qCl'; t';;·11 ,Ii', 1\1~ 1.'.; :1:i:·rJ'l..! 
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17 NOVHlIlER 1970 convcrsat il,n with I·taster Chicf .iul ian \.I. lIart: 

~Iaster Chler lIart told me this afternoon 
10 i t h lJSS L IIlERTY from N;\ VCml.'.1STA MOltOCCu 

that he lias in communication 
shurtlv after the attack. 

. (pf"i.p M r.l '( 

lie lias a CTOI un da>, work in the Securi ty Gruup lJep'll'tm('nt when they 
learned of the attack. The Commanding Officcr and the Cum/llunication 
Officer lLieutenant .James \ti. Rogers) came to thc comrn spaces and told 
hi"1 tu try to reach LIIlERTY. Somehow they knew LIBERTY was dead in the 
"uter, and lIart tried to convince them that if she was diw that she 
":'5 also without dectri.dty and could not communicat\). Finally he 
r":Icht'd L11lt:lHi. l'llonc rang befOre he had chilflcc to tell mc more about 
what was said. Apparently he was talking by teletype wllile radiomen on 
deck below were talking to General Service Liberty Radiomen by voice. 

After the affair was OVl'l', tho>, were in a big search for the non-delivered 
.JCS message. Ceneral Servh:e conullunicatol's could not find it, but kept 
saying that if they got it, they passed it to SECGkU side of ttw house. 
SECGkll CO .. lJI1-ot find it. Uue to a record keeping obsession of Lt. Rogers, 
they had TheT" than required records and cl')uld log every step of ever)' 
message. 

When it WJS all over, h~ says he Kot a personal letter of thanks or of 
appreciation Signed by Secretary McNamara. He thinks the Conunanding 
Officer got (,ne too. He promised to bring it in so I could sec it. 

Conversation lias at the end of a busy day. ~tcs!iages needed work anl! the 
phones kept ringing. \tie will talk about this some more. 

I asked if he hJd heard the story about "Listen to the God lJamMd kodets, 
you Son of a Bitch!" but he had not heard It. 

,v 
++++++ +++ + ...... +. ++ ...... ++ + t++ ... +++++ ++ +++ +++++++++++ +++t+++++ +++ ;.+ +~~ ...... r + + 

1 ',;/ 0' 1 t.,c-,1 j) /1 tf- (p , t\ (:> /0 
18 November - more HART: (1\""0 (tiA' $61'" 1/ ~ ,,.tL-'- ... t.. ~oP 

1> I I'" 1/ -j'" " .. ( ..-\J 
~ ~ r- ~ 

Chief Hart confirmed today that he was talking with LIBERTY by plain 
language teletype while radiomen 91'1 deck below weN talking voice. He 
did not reach LIBERTY..!:!!!!il well/uft\!r torpedo attack was over. Situation 
was very confused and he was never clear about what was going on, exc~rt 
he and others with hinl first supposed that the Egyptians had attacked us. 
His CO was a Captain Dar.P1 (not listed in the 1970 Register of Officers). 
The Comrn Chief was a Master Chief "0" BrancheI' Beach. I asked about the 
CO who was relieved. He said this was the CO of NAVCO~IMSTA Asmara, but 
Ilart thinks it was a quick retirement to avoid trouble rather than an 
outright relief for cause. /lart says that while he was in touch with 

LIBERTY, a circuit from his comrn center to the Pentagon was brought up, 
and it obviously went to a very high level, JCS or SECNAV, h~ knew not where. 
but high up. (must ask whether 'rfV or Voice and what was ,.:; id, but again 
all the phones were ringing & safe repairman was fixing the safe.) 
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BASIS FOR "LIBERTY" NAt-IE 

AGTR's were named aftH tOl>ns: GEORGETOWN, OXFORD, JAMESTOWN, BEIl-IONT, LIBERTY 

Town cOllnty 
Maricopa 
BE-a I' Lake 
Adams 
Union 
Montgomery 
Casey 
Waldo 
Amit" 
Clay 

state 
Arizona 
ldt.ho 
IllinoiS 
Indiana 
Kansas 

population Zip CtlUC 

g Liberty 
(I Liberty 

., @ti Liberty 
¢o.$*"~& Liberty 

" II Liberty 
¢".$ ·H~& Liberty 

". tl Liberty 
~%$* illi Liberty 
ot'.$ *//ll& Lib~J:ty 

.~ * @ Libert) 
¢'\,$ *II@ii Liberty 
.. ~-' '" Hi Liberty 
H$ *#'i! {\ Li bert)' 

'it @ Liherty 
¢\$*#i!llj Liberty 
¢"o @ Libert)' 
0:\$ *#@& Liberty 

@ Liberty 

Gage 
Sullivan 
\\anJo It'll 
Allegheny 
Tiag.! 
Pickens 
Dekalb 
Libert y 
Kitti.r ,5 

" Kentuck}' 
~Iaine 

• Mississippi 
( Mi SSOUri 

Nehrasl. 
~'!IIL'W York 

40 1950 ,=ensus 

325 1950 census 
1,831 1970 censlls 

271 1950 census 
1,765 1970 census 

150 1%0 cel\~us 
612 1~70 census 

13,704 1970 cersus 
246 1950 census 

4,658 195G census 
\. (;1 :'U 1 ilia 1 ,.) 1.2 1 ~lS() \,.'l'llSlIS 

,. f\::nns)'lvania ,;,594 lS70 ce'\sus 
Pennsylvania 271 1950 census 

,'South Carolina2,860 1970 cenSllS 
Tennessee 314 1950 census 

('Texas 5,591 1970 census 
Washington 50 1950 census 

62347 
-17353 
67351 
·12539 
04949 
~964S 

6~ObH 

68381 
12754 

16930 

2~lb5 7 
37095 
77575 

*1972 Rand ~lcNally World Atlas 
#1967 Rand McNally Collegiate World Atlas 
@1960 Rand McNally Cosmopolitan World Atlas 
&Phillip's Plan of the Day dated 5 May 1967 

S Webstcl"s new Geog. Uict. 1072 
\ Columbia Lippillcott Gazetteer 

of the world 1952 
~ ~"tl Geographic lI'orld Atlas 1972'1 

Also named Liberty are: 
Liberty ACles, California Liberty Hill, Texas 
Liberty Farms, California Liberty Hill, South Carolina 
Libcl'tyv i lie, III inoi 5 Liberty Hi 11, Tcnnes'3ee 
Liberty Mills, Indiana Liberty Lake. Washington 
Liberty Center, Indiana 
Liberty Center, Iowa Liberty Count)', Florida 
Liberty Plain, Mass. Liberty County, Georgia 
Liberty Center, Ohio Liberty Count)', Texas 
Liberty Corner, N.J. Liberty County, Montana 
Liberty Grove. Maryland 
Libertytown, Maryland 
Libertyville, Iowa 
Liberty Lake, Maryland 
Liberty Cap, a peak on MOllnt Rdnier, Washington 
Liberty Cap, a peak in Yosemite Nat. Pk .. California 

There are at least: ten towns named LIBERTY 
sixteen towns named OXFORD 

I,·, - -. ,.., - -" .-! 'l .. 

fi fteen towns named .JAt-IESTOWN 
se\ en towns named BEL~IONT 
eighteen towns named GEORGETOWN 

(from National Geographic World Atlas) 

. . , .. '.., 
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Jack H",t;fie!d, Huntsville Timl's, POB 1,187, Wl'st Station, lIuntsville, Alabamu :;::'81\7 
home: ,\PI Chatl'au Drive SW, lIuntsville, Alubama 35£87 lIome Phone205 H83-7:~)I, 
lI'oJ'k phon., ,'''5 532-.t~07, 

lcalled 113: 'sfidd Monday ,'8 December to verify storr told by Dominid l(omano 
about the n, :'\ who claims he januned the Libert)', lIurtsflcl': knol;s the man and 
heart Rom,dlw repeat the story, but did not dire\.'tly hl'ar the story. The mar, "'ho 
told It is. regular at Finnegan's Pub and Hartsfield will try to l ... arn mol'''' the 
Jwxt time Itl: sees thl' mun und promises to ell 1 Ill'. 

Tu<!sday, :~ December 1981 

lIart~field c;llied to S.lY he talk~d with the man, Robert S. [lougla5 whose busiJlt'ss 
curd shows t;\ It nameand SEllLOC SCREEt-illl:G (signs, posten), '!723 .Johnson Road, 
Huntsville, Alabama 35805, phone :!OS 881-,;590, A Robert Steven \)ouglas, possibly, 
our man, i' iisted in the lIuntsville telephone directory ut 2818B lIood Road SIi, 
Ilul:tsvi 11, phone ':;h3-2928. 

lIal'tsfit.:;'; approacl.ed Douglas at Finnegan's on Del:ember 28th ~nd asked him about 
jamming 01' the Libert)', lIartsfi.;ld said the "'an immediately ~Ilrned visibly pall' 
and seemtJd to t:'emble, lie 1o';IS \' r~ 'l!:ita~cd ilud said that Iw knew \;ho he had told 
that story ~o but that he waso~rfiH~ RN8ns"&~~a\Rgt have said ullything and would say 
no more e',c.:pt to add that he was never ubnard the Libert)' (and no one evcr 
suggestel' that he .... as). lIartsfield asked if the story was true, and the ilian l;Quld 
not confirm, deny, 01' make any furthel' I:OIIUl'ent. Hartsfield told him tll<',t "peopll' 
on the ~est Coast" \;cre interested in talk.e~to him and 3skeJ if he wouh! be 
willi".,; to talk by telephone. No. Would he be willing to discuss the matter if 
50meon. I:ame to r!untsville in person. No. l!artsfif"ld says he could not be 
ura\\n Ollt. It wa" liarts!"ield's impression that Douglas ~" concerned .. bout having 
~aid too much undcr the influence of alcohol. Dougla~ said ~everal time thdt he 
shouldn I t have til lked so much and was sorry he had talked so much, lIartsfield 
!lot the i!llpr,,:ssion that the story he told Romano was probably true, but that 
[;vllbl.L' wus not mostly worried about having violated a stJl:fecy oath. 
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A destroyer Wdb ord~red to ~ro<:ecd at miixillllJl'! UPl'l',j t<J 

u'ndel assi~lance to LIBERTY und to t'scof'l hUI- to a Hhi~ 

repair facility. 

Severol days after th~ attac).: on LIBE'I<'I''i, a <jroul1 frOIl< 

Waslungtun, heilded by General Bessen. USA, camp atnard 1"1' 

I' 1 dY l;;Cl i 1-'· 

tu thl' LID[HTY inci.dent. They found that there were several 

meEtiages addrt:!6secl to Conunander SIX'fH Fleet that we-n' not 

;"-- - - , , / . / . 
" ~ 

W. I. Martin 

Ja
mes

 M
. E

nn
es

, J
r. R

es
ea

rch
 P

ap
ers



" I 4 ( ,-' 

/' t I, ,j I 

~ '-I L' \ 

itl,II',},!. ( J ' , 

I. '" ,),J J I!,c'lli' 
--, ! --

(. J \- , 

. I ,'. <-' i . , I 

I· I ,:~ 
,rr,-rr~{ .. 

I, ' I 

I ~1,1ITh I '/i.q 

11\ 'hr:I' Ad!'lll,') \~ilJid!'1 1. rA'I'till, U~;N, :,'1;. 
FOIIII'l COIllIIHfl<!PI ').~_;. ,;!:-.tlt FIcl!"t 

Till! USS LIUE}{'l"i Wdtl unul!! lh~~ upl!Ldtiu!lCll c(lnt.rul of tho 

1 \~a~; Dol ; nforllled Lhilt LIIll:nTY ~!c'\.lld 

until lihe \~Cl:: und€r .:Jtt.lcL, 

'l'he Operations OfficeI ,. I 
1',1 ..... 

my staff ,-d"" te.' lIlf.' on the flay l'ridye of my . ~allship, 

l,.l'I"1'1.1:: : ... CK. They told IIlC they held been list .ning t ~ VO.lCG 

t~_mSll:l:ilOn!3 apPdrpnl:ly trom il United States ,hir UIld01' atLler; 

but I'lll' "luld not be eet·ted.n because the t!'ilns:.i isiol1s were not 

authentic." ,,_,,_ I went wi th tr,sltl to thp cOl\\!n~lnic.:J cioll SIJ,H.:e 

in order to he", the transmission directly. 

As I stood near the llF r~Jio receiver, I could hear the 

faint voice of un exclted young l:liln je;;;clibillg an attack on his 

ship. Af~er listening to that frightenod youngster far no 

nlore than two or three minutes, I WetS convinced th1t a Uniteu 

S ta tes ship was l.leinq at tacY..(;:d. Immedi a tel y. I orc,-=rcd ~~le 

would oroceed to an npproximate position in order ta p~otect a 

united States Ship that was under attack. 

A few minutes after the aircraft were lQunched, I rccei~ed 

a brief "flash" message from Tel Aviv stating that the Israelis 

in error had attacked a United States Ship, that they acoloqized 

and offered assistance to the stricken ship. I reclllee.! the 

protective flight. 
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CQS..i • ."aoder '" OIIi.r, U.S. Navall'urc ... £u.r. 
.ear Ad." I ral laue C. klDu, Jr. I U81oi, 1l18U/UOo 

n,"t·;, 
1130 
.. ,. UIO/as 
10 lU~a.; Lto" 

(:oCoart oIl11q\&lrl t .. 1D(tuln iluo tAl cll'C\llJ,;.t.u,· .... vrOW\~ 
... armed .... u _ UIS L.ta£RTV' (AGTfh"i' ., ra. 11., 

(a) .rAG Mpre" 

1. .. ueordaAce wttb ael.'tioa HOJ 01 r.ln..... ( .. j ..... ("out 01 IDq\l1.rJ .. 
1M"." _PI Qlntld •• ~. '*0 the clr~c ... lIrT .. 4'. aD .r~el'S 
UU.-bm ass I 19CUTY (J.:8'f'U~ wbicli OCWi·uG .. appl'W-matUf liJuZ • 
• Ie • 1I1f. _'" .... mls. Ia u.e nolnS" ., u-U' NOI'tb ''''tude, 
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I. ".. Co.rt FhU Ih "st ~ I ••• pl' .. Unt, lad C'"ala aerDal'd J. 
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~70"/llOO, .. memtlru. Captain War4 &J~"':h. Jr., USN, UIOO~/1UJ, 
ala",.,. qqeufted .. tM I· .. of udcle 1"(0) oZ tbe Unllorr" Code 01 ~1l1&ar'y 
IIIl1Urs ... ...,...., ........ " I .... 1 tor ua. C ..... udl.Jntl"lnt Ccmomlftd: 
A" •• J'SDIIJEISC'iI. VIJI. IIJUI'l1oo. t. 1Iue', ...... a .. eI ... ,.tant 
ClMPlel 'flit th eo.rt. 

•• ,-. Co.al1 U tUnctod to ..... '" '''e>..u ae ,.ltlM. laet. aDd cir",lpi....... ls,-. to ud COllMded wua tbe uza.ad ''tICk; « "'.,. na.,JtiDI thel'l 
Ii =J .... d ..... , rtl .... bljv'" to unl,.rI""D1l. After de"buaaloa. &.lee 
Ceut 12 .n • t iii" .. aauac. 01 tad • 

.. .... ., aI" CaM to ..... ' •• JDcU.,.'," at ,...u •• tuthe laqu..ll', 
~ tIM J .... II." •••• ",. • ·'1'., .. H& ,.... aa .. tia, GtOS 01 
•• , I •••• Ca) • 

.. ~ CD ". M ... ad" ........ ",elm., ".ltn ..... M,. oelA ead 
to, ,_It ... ,. tim neorel ~ &be proceed'.... MUM • .., wilDe .... wW 1M 

, . , ,· ... U 7 • ., .. 11' ........ '37 • j ue .Bit UUda 11 ., tile U·";,,. Coda of 
.:; .. ~. ~: •• i ... ., I 73' I" IIF" tile teh'., " "'11' , .... - nl'. . . 
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A. YCD, A. Aooictnnt Chir! or Sener, I tl~V~ tbo p~iYlloc~ of rartttlp~tln~ 

in tho cl~l.l:' oporiltlOtU'l alld lntclUr,c:\cD b~'!cflnr.1I hold in the Il,·;.d .".atern. 
-

An 01t-tntia1 l'A'tt of tl:ll~ - bri"Cirlr'1I 0\'0 tho !!I{)..,on,Clnto of .,hit'" hi tit\! 

• lIA\'tlh eo~::.,d Aua, rhe J.IDL'irrV f\:\tiG:u t~·.to"J::h t;ha Straitu of Clh·:.:Iltcr. 

I 

• 

ontoted tha ~~~dlten 111.'". G~ld too~, Do r,cnc:,ully c:1l!tQ~ll' courO\l, cull'.lr.1tir ~ 

in tho r"J",ition (It Ithl-·, dlc ";)'; hit, 

Q. "'hnt ldc:mt1!1coUon 1~ ~cl,"";mt to tbtl 1.(''m·5? 

o. 00 you h:1va in your ~li!.toJy ill A!\:;!r.\;,ln: Chicf o! Sterr foY' 

Co=unic~tionD. l1!\y otU::id 't'C'COl'UU (:0111 tho fUcs o~ CINCU!:::!,I,7.I'i: 
, 

conco1'lll;o:~ tho u\!ploymont of \'')5 unr ,-:,(Y in tho llc,) ttCl:'t'anonn P 

ahG w:. hit. 

At thill e!m., C~ur.~,ol fo1't:,o COUI" u~l1 T.llquoot tho I'oport"" to ,::::k, 

.,1 exhibitc. for thl! n·'~r. "J. tllcr:n r;or.::'~C:l "Meh ara ot'tor'ld into Qvi':"r,co 

of tho p:';t~ccdi .':';t: of ,~,'.1 C(.oOltt of Irltiuiry. ThCGO M .. 4ftUa vill bo 

~ofc't(l:\co »n:f:'oA a/l04/31190G! !:"-''I' (::OTAt.-nr,::). l. lIboa it'S I'CClUCIDt 1411 
• 

LIw.n ~ ecce.relanco vl::b tho rollod'!l:~ ~e"o~\\llal A. 2 June dOJllll't ttotA • 
, 

tmfttrJl Amtr:A COAStAL l',oU.£ 10 '"!:tT 32-oOJl U.ooC. CAP MOROCCO '~Tl 

• IN a.l'tml !lIST 3 IOC. CPA Sl'At:l n;;·'lr.tA !lA1l:)tmA Iren., CItF.'E'I "! 1M .... 

c:t.U'HS DlDn·'.c. erA u.c~JA LTDY" (1 .. \11 13 X'l CJA1JI'1O DIt;T !2 r,( • 
""fj. 
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